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Clarke on L.T. [Elizabeth Thomasina] Meade: (p.17) “While the Strand had many regular 

contributors who stepped in to supply detective fiction after Holmes’s “death” (notably all 

men), Meade went on to become the magazine’s most published author of crime stories in 

the late-Victorian and early Edwardian period, with six series published between 1893 and 

1903: two series of “Stories from the Diary of a Doctor,” running from July 1893 to December 

1895; “The Adventures of a Man of Science,” running from July 1896 to February 1897; “The 

Brotherhood of the Seven Kings,” running from January to October 1898; “Stories of the 

Sanctuary Club,” running from July to December 1899; and “The Sorceress of the Strand,” 

featuring master-criminal Madame Sara, running from October 1902 to March 1903.2 This 

patronage by the Strand was rivalled only by Doyle himself.” 

(p.18) Meade’s first detective series, “Stories from the Diary of a Doctor” written with “was in 

consultation with Metropolitan Police Surgeon Edgar Beaumont (under the pen name Clifford 

Halifax, M.D.)”  (p.20) and in content can be seen “an early indication of Meade’s staple plot 

points and characters, as well as her market acuity, her ability to produce precisely those 

genres which were in demand by periodical editors—in her own terms, her ability to give a 

literary editor “what his public want[s].” Indeed, the series was so successful that it was 

published in volume form by George Newnes and a second series featuring Halifax was 

commissioned and published by the Strand beginning January 1895.7 In July 1896 there 

followed another medical mystery series, The Adventures of a Man of Science, again co-

written with Edgar Beaumont, as Clifford Halifax. This series of stories featured another 

amateur scientist, Paul Gilchrist, “a man whose life study has been science in its most 

interesting forms” with a “small laboratory in Bloomsbury [that] has been the source of more 

than one interesting experiment” (Meade, “Ought He?” 169). 

Clarke on Heron: (133) “As E. and H. Heron (one of only a few occasions on which they 

used this pseudonym), Kate O’Brien Prichard and her son Hesketh-Prichard co-authored 

twelve stories featuring Flaxman Low, “the Sherlock Holmes of the ghost world,” which were 

first published as “Real Ghost Stories” in Pearson’s Magazine in 1898 and 1899 and 

published in volume form by Pearson in 1899 as Ghosts: Being the Experiences of Flaxman 

Low. Doubtless in part a response to the contemporary interest in ghosts and spiritualism 

exemplified by the formation of the Society for Psychical Research in 1882, Low was one of 

a number of “occult detectives” who appeared in late-Victorian and Edwardian magazines 

after the death of Sherlock Holmes; the investigation of supernatural crimes being one way 

by which (134) writers of popular periodical detective fiction drew upon and simultaneously 

‘inverted’ the Holmes adventures.  

While Sherlock Holmes emphatically disavowed the supernatural— “The world is big 

enough for us. No ghosts need apply”—Flaxman Low is open to its place in the world of 

modern crime-fighting. He is introduced by the Prichards as “the first student in this field of 

inquiry;” his aim being “the elucidation of so-called supernatural problems on the lines of 
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natural law” (Crofton 29; Prichard and Prichard, “Spaniards” 60). The tales exist on the 

border between detective fiction and the ghost or gothic story and Low is clearly the offspring 

of the Holmesian materialist detective and a scientist of the occult, like Bram Stoker’s 

vampire-slayer Van Helsing or Sheridan Le Fanu’s Dr Hesselius (Doyle “Sussex Vampire”).1 

Low’s adventures combine the investigations of murders and haunted houses with the 

Holmesian reading of clues, application of data, examination of chains of evidence, and 

employment of esoteric knowledge.” 

 

Extracts from Arlene Young, "" Petticoated police": Propriety and the Lady Detective in Victorian 

Fiction." Clues 26.3 (2008): 15-28. 
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[Young analyses Hayward and Forrester lady detectives …24] 
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