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Plays, they are for the moft part true, and Qae Daction Marchant ou la Raifon la Guide,

moit of the Humorous Chara&ters Malter- e fe perde Jamma dans ume Scens vaide,
pieces, For Ben. ohnfon’s Fools, {feem to ,@e fon Stile humble & doux fe relene a pro-

. fthew his Wit a great deal more than his | [ pos,
Men of Sence: Iadmire his Fops, and buc Que [es difconrs par tout fertiles enbons mots,
barely cfteem his Gentlemen. Ben. feems | Soient pleius de Paffians finement maniees,
to draw Deformity morg to ‘he Life than 1|  Et les Scenes toujours Lune alautre liee.
Beauty : He is often {o eager to purfue | . Lcat;
Folly, that he forgets to take Wit along | I leave you to make the App .1cat10nf_tlcz‘
with him. For the Dialogue, it {feemsto | Johnfon— Whatever 1 have faid my le
want very often that Spirit, that Grace, | of his Comedics, 1 fubmit o fYO‘“' be;;}‘?r
and that noble Railery, which are to bc § Judgment. Foryou, who, after Mr. /¥5-
found in more modern Plays, and which | cherley, are incomparably the beft Writer
are Virtues that ought to be infeparable of it living, ought to be allowed to be the
from a finif’d Comedy. But there feems g beft Judgetoo.

I am yours, &c.

to be one thing more wanting than all the
veft, and that is Paffion, I mean that fing  §
and that delicate Paffion, by which the &

Soul fhewsits Politencfs, ev’nin themidft | M '

% * SO . Congreve, to Mr, Dennis.
ofits Trouble. Now to toucha Paflionis § BIevs -

the fureft way to Delight; for nothing agt- Concerning Humonr in € O M ED Y,

tates like it : Agitation 1S the Health and
Joy of the Soul, of which it 1s {o entirely
fond, thateven then, when we imagine we

feek Repofe, we only feck Agitation. You

Dear Sir,

Ou write to me, that you have en-
tertained your felf two or three days,

know what a famous modern Critick has | with reading (everal Comedies, of feveral
faid of Comedy : 1 Authors; and your Obfervation 1s, That
! there is more of Humour 1n our Englifh

Il faut que fes Aéteurs badinent noblement, Writers, than in any of the other Comick
Poets, Ancient or Modern. You defire to

Qe fon Noeud bien forme [¢ denoue atfement ;

Jue

Ee 3 know




.’ - . ay
' ) -

7o Letters on feveral Occafrons.
know my Opinion, and at the fame time
my Thought, of that which is generally
call’d Humour in Comedy.

I agree with you, in an impartial Pre-
ference of our Englith Writers, in that par-
ticular. But if I tell you my Thoughts of
Humour, I muft at the fame time confefs,
that what I take for true Humour, has not
been {0 often written even by them, as 1s
generally believed: And fome who have
valued themfelves, and have been efteem’d
by others, for that kind of Writing, have

{¢ldom touch’d uponit. To make this ap-
pear to the World, would requirealong
and labour’d Diftourfe, and {uchas 1 nei-
ther am able nor willing toundertake. But
fuch lttle Remarks, as may be contain’d
within the Compafs of a Letter, and fuch
unpremeditated Thoughts, asmay be com-
municz.ed between Friend and Friend,
without incurring the Cenfure of theWorld,
or fetting up for a Diator, you fhall have
from me, fince you have enjoyn’d it.

To define Humour, perhaps, wiere as
difficult, as to define Wit; for like tha,
it is of infinite Variety. Toenumerate the
everal Humoursof Men, were a Work as
endlefs, astofum up their feveral Opinions.
And in my mind, the Quot homines tot Sen-
tentia, might have been more properly 1n-

terpreted’

'
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terpreted of Humour ; fince there are many

Men, of the fame Opinion in many things,
who are yet quité different in Humours.
But tho’ we cannot certainly tell what Wit

is, or- what Humour 1s, yct W& may go
near to {hew fomething, which is not Wit

or not Humour ; and yet often miftaken for

both. And fince I have mentioned Wit
and Humour together, let me make the firft
Diftinction between them, and oblerve to
you, that Wit isofter mi[taken for Humour.

I have obferved, that whena few things
have been wittily and pleafantly {poken
by any Charalter in a_Comedy, it has
been very ufal for thofe, who make their
Remarks on a Play, while it is atting, to
{av, Such a thing is very hamoroufly (poken ;
There is a oreat deal of Humour iip that Part,
Thus the Charaéer of the Perfon {peaking,
may be, furprifingly and pleafantly, 1s mi-
{taken for a Character of Humour ; which

“ndeed is a Chara&er of Wit : But there

is a great Difference between a Comedy,
whetrein there are many things humoroully,

as they call it, which 1s pleafantly {poken;
and one, where there are feveral Charatters

of Humour, diftinguifh’d by the particular
and different Humours, appropriated to the
{everal Perfons reprefented, and which na-
turally arifc from the different Conftitu-
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tions, Complexions, and Difpofitions of Is any thing more common, than to have

Men. The faying of Humorous Things, a pretended Comedy, ftuff’d with fuch Gro-
does not diftinguifh Charatters ; for every telque Figures, and Farce-Fools? Things,

Perfon in a Comedy may be allow’d to | that either are not in Nature, or 1f they
{fpeak them. From a witty Man they are are, are Monfters, and Births of Mifchance ;
expected ; and evena Fool may be permit- | and confequently as fuch, {hould be ftifled,
ted to ftumble on’em by chance. Tho’I § and huddled outof the way, like Sooterkins,
make a Difference betwixt Wit and Hu- § that Mankind may not be fhock’d with an
mour ; yet I do not think that Humorous § appearing Poflibility of the Degeneration
Chara&ersexclude Wit: No,butthe man. § of a God-like Species. For my part, I am
ner of Wit fhould be adapted tothe Hu- § aswilling to Laugh, as any body, and as
mour. As for Inftance, A Charalterof a § eafily diverted with an Objelt truly ridicu-
Splenetick and Peevilh Humour, fhould § lous: but at the fame time, I can never
havea Satyrical Wit ; a Jolly and Sanguine § | care for {ecing things, that force me to
Humour, {hould have a Facetious Wit: The § entertain low Thoughts of my Nature. 1
former {hould fpeak pofitively ; the latter, J. don’t know how it is with others, but X
carelefly : For the former obferves,and fhews  §  confefs frecly to you, I could never look
things as they are; the latter rather over- § longupon a Moniey, without very morti-
looks Nature, and {fpeaksthingsashewould § fying Refletions; tho’ I never heard any
have them ; and his Wit and Humour have § thing to the contrary, why that Crea-

both of them a les Alloy of Judgmentthan ] ture is not Originally of a diftinct Species.

the others. |

As Wiz, {o, its oppoflite, Folly, # fome-
times miftaken for Humour.

‘W hen a Poet brings a Charatter on the
Stage, committing a thoufand Ablurdities,

and talking Impertinencies, Roaring aloud,

As I don’t think Humour exclufive of Wit,

neither do I think it inconfiftent with
Folly ; but I think the Follies fhould be
only fuch, as Mens Humours may incline
em to ; and not Follies intirely abftratted
from both Humour and Nature.

and Laughing immoderately, onevery, or Sometimes perfonal Defeits are m,freprc-- |
rather upon no occafion ; this is a Chara- | fented for Humours.
ter of Humour, ' I mean, fometimes Charalters are bar- °

Is baroufly
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baroufly expofed on the Stage, ridiculing

natural Deformities, calual Defelts in the

Senfes, and Infirmities of Age. Stire the Poet
muft both be very Ifl-natur’d himfelf, and
think his Audience fo, when he propofes
by fhewing a Man deform’d, or deaf, or
‘blind, to give them an agreeable Enter-
tainment; and hopes to raife thewr Mirth,
by what is truly an Obicct of Compaflion,
But much need not to be iatd upon this Head
to any body, efpecially to you, who 1n one
of your Letters to me concerning Mr. Johz-
fon’s Fox, have juitly excepted againit this

Immoral Part of Ridicule in Corbaccio’s

Chara&er; and there I muft agree with
you to blame him, whom otherwile I can-
not enough admire, for his great Maftery
of true Humour in Comedy.

External Habit of Body is often miflakes

for Humoar.
By External Habit, I donot mean the ri-

diculous Drefs or Cloathing of a Character,
tho’ that goes a good way in {ome recetved
Chara&ers ; ( but undoubtedly a Man’s
- Humour may incline him to drefs ditterent-
ly from other People) but I mean a Sin-

oularity of Manners, Speech, and Behavi-
our, peculiar to all, or moft of the {ame

Country, Trade, Profellion or Education.

I cannot think that a Humour, which 15
Clily

it . e o
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only 2 Habit, or Difpofition contracted by
Ufe or Cuftom ; for by a Difule, or Com-
pliance with other Cuftoms, it may be
worn off, or diverfifi’d.

Affectation is generally miftaken for Humony,

T hefe are indeed fo much alike, that, at
a diftance, they may be miftaken one for
the other : For what is Humour 1n one,
may be Affe@ation in another ; and no-
thing is more common, than for fome to
affeét particular ways of faying, anddoing
things, peculiar to others, whom they ad-
mire and would imitate, Humour 1s the
Life, Affeftation the Picture. He that
draws a Chara&er of Affe€tation, fhews
Humour at the Second-hand ; he at beft
but publifhes a Tranflation, and his Pi-

Gtures are but Copies. o
Rut as thefe two laft Diftintions are the

niceft, fo it may be moit proper to explain
them, by particular Inftances from fome
Author of Reputation. Humour I take ei-
ther to be born with us, and {o of a natu-
ral Growth ; or elfe to be grafted into us
by fome accidental Change 1n the Conlftitu-

| tion, or Revolution of the internal Habit

of Body ; by which it becomes, it 1 may

| (ocall it, naturaliz’d.

Humour is from Nature, Habit from Cu-
ftom ; and Affe@ation from Induitry. -
- Ue
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other Noife offenfive to the Perfon that
hears it ; for there are others who will not

be difturb’d at all by it. Well ; but Morofe,
you will fay,, is {0 extravagant, he cannot
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Humour Thews us as we are.

Habit fhews us, as we appear, under 2

forcible Impreflion.
Affe&ation fhews what we would be,

under a voluntary Difguifc.

Tho” here I would obferve by the way,

that a continued Affetation, 'may 'In time
become a Habit.

The Chara&er of Morofe in the Silent
Woman, I taketo be a Charatter of Hu-
mour. And Ichoofe to Inftance this Cha-
ra&er to you, from many others of the
{ame Author,becaufe I know it has been con-
demn’d by many as Unnatural and Farce:
And you have your felf hinted {fome Difs
likeof it, for the {amereafon, 1n a Letterto
me, concerning fome of Fohn/on’s Plays.

Let us fuppofe Morofe to be a Man natu-
rally Splenetick and Melancholy ; 1s there
any thing more offenfive to oneof fuch a
Difpofition, than Noife and Clamour ? Let
any Man that has the Spleen (and there are
enough in England) be Judge. We fee
common Examples of this Humour in Lit-
tle every Day. Tis tento one, but three
parts in four of the Company that you
dine with, are difcompos’d and ftartled
at the Cutting of a Cork, or Scratching a
Plate with a Knife: It is a Proportion of

the fame Humour, that makes fuch or any
other

bear any Difcourfe or Converfation, above
a Whifper. Why, it is his Excefs of this
Humour, that makes him become redicu-
lous, and qualifics his Character for Come-

i dy. If the Poet had given him but a mo-

derate proportion of that Humour, ’tis odds
but half the Audicnce, would have fided
with the Charatter, and have comdemn’d
the Author, for expofing a Humour which

®  was neither remarkable nor rediculous. Be-
8 fides, the Diftance of the Stage requires

the Figure reprefented, to be fomething
larger than the Life ; and fure a Picture
may have Features larger in Proportion,

{ dgtlet be very like the Original.  If this

Exattnefs of Quantity, were to be obferved

§ in Wit, as{ome would have it in Humour;

what would become of thole Characters
that are defign’d for Men of Wit? I believe
if a Poet fhould fteal a Dialogue of any
length, from the extempore Difcourfe of
the two wittieft Men upon Earth, he would
find the Scene but coldly recetv’d by the
Town. Butto the purpofe :

The Chara&er of Sir Jobz Daw 1n the
{ame Play, is a Charalter of Affeltation:

He
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He every-where difcovers an Affeftation of
Iearning ; when he is not only confcious
to himfelf, but the Audience alfo plainly
perceives that he 1s I%norant. ~ Of thiskind
are the Chara&ers of Thrafoin the Eunuch
of Terence, and Pyrgopolinices 1n the Miles
Gloriofus of Plautus : 'They affett to be
thought Valiant, when both themlelves
and the Audience know they are not, Now
fuch a Boafting of Valour mn Men who
were really Valiant, would undoubtedly be
a Humour ; for a fiery Difpolition might
naturally throw a Man into the fame Ex-
travagance, which is only aftected in the
Chara&ers I have mentioned.

The Charalter of Cob in Every Man in
his Humour, and moft of the under Chara-
&ers in Bartholomew-fair, difcover’d only a
Singularity of Manners, appropriated to
the feveral Educations and Profeflions of
the Perfons reprefented. They are not Hu-
mours but Habits contrafted by Cuftom.
Under this Head may be ranged all Coun-
try Clowns, Sailers, Tradelmen, Jockeys,
Gamefters and fuch like, who make ufe of
Cants or peculiar Diale€ts in their {everal
Arts and Vocations. One may almoft give
a Receipt for the Compofition of fuch a
Chara&er: For the Poet has nothing to do,

but to collc& a few proper Phrafes and
Terms
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~ Terms of Art, and ta make the Per{on ap-

ply them by rediculous Metaphors 1n his
Converfation, with Chara&ers of dificrent
Natures. Some late Characters of this kind
have been very fuccesful ; but in my mind

~ they may be painted without much Art or

Labour; fince they require little more, than

‘a good Memory and fuperficial Obfervati-

on. But true Humour cannot be {hown
without a Diffe&tion of Nature, and a nar-
row Search to difcover the firft Seeds from

whence it has its Root and Growth.
If T were to write tothe World, I {hould

be obliged to dwell longer upon each of
thefe Diftinctions and Examples ; for I

'know that they would not be plain enough

to all Readers: But a bare Hint 1s fufficient
to inform you of the Notions which I have
on this Subje&t: and I hope by this time
youare of my Opinion, that Humour s net-
ther Wit,nor Folly, nor perfonal Defect,nor
Affe&ation, nor Habit ; and yet, that each,
and all of thefe, have been both written
and received for Humour,

I thould be unwilling to venture even
on a bare Defcription of Humour, much
more to make a Definition of it ; but now
my hand is in, I’ll tell you what {erves me
inftead of either : I take it to be, 4 frnguiar
and unavoidable manner of doing, or [aying

arny
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any thing, .fecaliar and natural to one Max
only 3 by which his Speech and Actions are de-
ftinguif’d from thofe of other Men.

Our Humour has relation tous, and to
what proceeds from us, as the Accidents
have to a Subftance ; it is,.a Colour, Tafte,
and Smell, diffufed thro’all ; tho’ our Acti-
ons are never fo many, and different in
Form, they are all Splinters of the fame
Wood, and have naturally one Complexi-
on; which tho’ it may be difguiled by Ar,
yet cannotsbe wholly changed: We may
paint it with other Colours, but we cannot
change the Grain. So the natural Sound
of an Inftument will be diftinguifh’d, tho’
the Notes exprefled by it, are never {0 va-
rious, and the Diverfions never {0 many.
Difimulation, may by degrees, become
more eafie to our Praltice ; but it cannever
abfolutely tranfubftantiate us into what we
would feem : it willalways be infome pro-
portion a Violence upon Nature.

A Man may change his Opinion, but
I believe he will find it a Difhiculty to part
with his Humour ; and there 1s nothing
more provoking, than the being made fen-
fible of that Difficulty. Sometimes, one fhall
meet with thofe, who perhaps, innocently
enough, butat the fame time impertiently,
will ask the Queftion, Why are you not mer-

ry
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vy? Whyare-you not gay, pleafant, and cheere
f#? Then inftead of aniwering, could I

ask fuch.one, Why are you not handfome 2
Why have yom not black Eyes, and a better
Complexion? Nature abhors to be forc’d.

T he two famous Philofophers of Ephefus
and Abdera, have their diflerent Selts at

~ this Day: Some weep, and others Jaugh

at'one and the fame thing,
T don’t doubt, but you have obferved fe-

veral Men laugh when they are angry ;
others who are filent ; {fome that are loud :
Yet I cannot fuppole that it is the Paflion
of Anger which is in it felf different, or
more or lefs in one than t’other; but that

4 it is the Humour of the Man that is predo-

+1inant, and urges him to exprefs it 1n that
manner. Demonftrations of Plealure are
as various ; one Man has a Humour of re-

tiring from all Company, when any thing

{ has happen’d to pleafe him beyond Expe-
d Gation; he hugs himfelf alone, and thinks
} itan addition to the Pleafure to keep it {e-
| cret. Another is upon Thorns till he has

made Proclamation of it; and mult make

| other People fenfible of his Happinefs, be-

fore he can be fo himfelf. Soitisin Griefy

| and other Paffions. Demonftrations of Love,

and the Effets of that Paflion upon {feveral

Humours, are infinitely different : But here
Ff the
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“the Ladies, who abound in Servants, are the
beft Judges. Talking of the Ladies, me-
thinks fomething fhould be obferved of the
Humour of the Fair Sex; fince they are
fometimes fo kind as to furnifh out a Cha-

ralter for Comedy. But I muft confefs I
have never made any Obfervation of what
I apprehend to be true Humour in Women.
Parhaps Paffions are too powerful in that
Sex, to let Humour have its Courle; or
may be by reafon of their natural Coldnefs,
Humour cannot exert itfelf to that extrava-
gant Degree, which it often does in the
Male-fex : For if ever any thing does ap-
pear comical or ridiculous in a Woman, 1
think it is little more thanan acquir’d Folly,
oran Affe@ation. We may call them the
weaker Sex, but I think the true reafon s,
becaufe our Follies a"ll‘? {tronger, and our
re more prevaiing.
Fal(l)lrtlseamight tlI:ink tha% the Diverfity of
Humour, which muft be allowed tobe dif-
fufed throughout Mankind, might aftord

endlefs Matter, for the fupport of Come-
dies. But when we come clofely to confi-

der that Point, and nicely to diftinguifhthe
Pifference of Humours, I believe we fhall
find the contrary. For tho’ we allow eve-

ry Man {fomething of his own, and a pecu-

lar Humour ; yet every Man has it not in
quan-
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quantity, to becorme remarkable by it : or,
It many do become remarkable by their
Humours; yet all thofe Humours may not
be diverting. Nor is it only requifite to
diftinguith what Humour will be diverting,

{ but alfo how much of it, what part of

X
<
"t-

4 occafion’d by having

| itto fhew in Light, and what to caft in
{ Shades; how to fet it off by preparatory
1 Scenes, and by oppofing other Humours to
3 itin the fame Scene. Thro’ a wrong Judg-
; ment, fometimes, Mens Humours may be
1 oppoled when there is really no fpecific
{ Difference between them; only a greater

proportion of thefame, in one than ’other ;
more Flegm, or

{ Choller, or whatever the Conftitution is,

] from whence their Humours derive their
| Source,

There is infinitely more to be faid on this

] Subject ; tho’ perhaps I have already faid
{00 much ; butI have faid it to a Friend,
{ who I'am fure will not expofe it, if he does
{ not approve of it. I believe the Subje& is
 ntirely new, and was never touch’d upon
 betore 5 and if I would have any one to fee
jthis private Effay, it fhould be fome one,
{ Who might be provoked by my Errorsin it,
jt0 publifh a more judicious Treatife on the
poubjeét.  Indeed I wifh it were done, that
jtheWorld being a little acquainted with the

¥i 2 ocar-
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Scarcity of true Humour, and the Diflicul- } look upon Humour tohe almoft of Englifh
ty of finding and fhewing it, might look | Growth ; atleaft, itdoes not feem to have
2 little more favourably on the Labours of 1 found fuch Encreafe onany other Soil : And
them, who endeavour to fearch 1nto Nature | what appears tome to:be the reafon of it,
for it, and lay it open to the Publick View. is the great Freedom; Priviledge, and Li-
T don’t {2y but that very enteridining berty which the common People of England
2nd ufeful Charaters, and proper for Co- § enjoy. ~Any Man thas has a Humour, is
medy, may be drawn from AffeCtations, 2 under no Reftraint, or fear of giving 1t
and thofé other Qualities, whichT haveen- § Venty,they have a Proverb among them,
deavoured to diftinguifh from Humour: which, may be, will {hew the Bent and Ge-
but 1 would not have fuch impofed on the £ nius of the People, as well as a longer
World for Humour, nor efteem’d of equal §  Difcoure: He that will have a May-pole,
¥alue with it. 1t were, perhaps, the § fball have a May-pole. 'This 1s 2 Maxim
Work of a long Lifeto make one Comedy 3 with them, and their Praice is agreeable
¢rue in all its Parts, and togive every Cha- 1 ¢oit, -Fbelieve fomething confiderable too
ner in it a true and diftin¢t Humour, 4 may be alcribed to their feeding o much
Therefore, every Poetmuft be beholdingto § on Flefh, and the Groflnefs of their Diet,
other Helps, to make out his N pmber of in genera], ~But I have done, let the Phy.
ridiCUlous Chara&erS. BU‘: I thlnk ﬁJCh d ; ﬁeians. agtee that. ThUS' You ha_Ve my
One deferves to be bYOke, who makesall Thoughts of Humour, to my Power of
£.1c Muflers ; who does not fhew one true §  Expreffing them in {o little Time and
Humour in a Comedy, but cntertalns his § Compafs. You will ‘be kind to fhew me
Alldience to thc elld Of thC Play Wlth CVC~- f Whercin I have err’d 5 and. as,you are Very
ry thing out of Nature. , { capable of giving me Inftrultion, fo I think
I will make but one Obferv,qtmn toyou § 1 havea:very juft Title to demand it from
more, and have done; and that isgrounded § you ; being, without Referve,

upon an Obfervation of your own, and | Your real Friend, and humble Servant,

which I mention’d at the beginning of my | .
Letter, viz. 'That there 1s more of Humour W. CONGREVE.

in our Englifh Comick Writers than in any | Ff3 To

others. ;
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