Restoration Drama: a timeline



1642	Theatres closed down by Parliament as Civil War breaks out.

1649	Charles I executed.

1651	Charles II is crowned King of Scotland. He raises an army and invades England, but is defeated by Cromwell at the Battle of Worcester.

1653	Oliver Cromwell makes himself Lord Protector.

1658	Cromwell dies and is succeeded by his son, Richard.

1660	Charles II restored to the English throne and returns to England.

	Royal patents given to Thomas Killigrew and William Davenant, who establish the King’s Company and the Duke’s Company respectively. Theatres officially reopened after 18 years, with the King’s Company performing in an adapted tennis court in Vere Street.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	On 8th December Margaret Hughes plays Desdemona in a production of Othello at the Vere Street Theatre. This is the first recorded public performance by an actress.

1661	Davenant’s Duke’s Company opens in another repurposed tennis court at Lincoln’s Inn Fields.

1663	The King’s Company moves to a new theatre in Bridge Street.

1665	Major outbreak of the plague.

1666	Great Fire of London.

1667	Dryden and Davenant, The Tempest

1668	Dryden appointed poet laureate.

1670	Dryden, The Conquest of Granada, Pt. 1

1670	Duke’s Company moves to new playhouse in Dorset Garden.

	Dryden, The Conquest of Granada, Pt. 2; Buckingham, The Rehearsal

1672		Theatre Royal in Bridge Street destroyed by fire.

1674	Killigrew opens new theatre on Drury Lane (on same site as the Bridge Street Theatre).

1676		Etherege, The Man of Mode 

1678		The Popish Plot

1679	Exclusion Bill seeks to prevent the Catholic Duke of York from inheriting the Crown.

1680	The Exclusion Crisis continues.

1681	Charles II dissolves Parliament, ending the Exclusion Crisis. The architect of the exclusion campaign, the Earl of Shaftesbury, is sent to the Tower of London but later acquitted.

1682	With the King’s Company in financial trouble it is absorbed by the Duke’s Company, so establishing the United Company, which uses both Drury Lane and Dorset Gardens.

Otway, Venice Preserv’d

1685	Charles II dies; Duke of York accedes to the throne as James II. The Duke of Monmouth, Charles II’s favourite illegitimate son, launches a rebellion. It fails and Monmouth is executed.

1688	Glorious Revolution: James II flees to France after Parliament invites William of Orange to invade England and claim the crown.

1689	Coronation of William and Mary; Bill of Rights.

1690	Battle of the Boyne: William defeats James II in Ireland.

1694	Bank of England established; Queen Mary dies.

1695	Disgruntled with Christopher Rich’s management of the United Company, Thomas Betterton, Elizabeth Barry, and Anne Bracegirdle form a breakaway company at Lincoln’s Inn Fields. The first play they stage is Congreve’s Love for Love.

1696	Cibber, Love’s Last Shift; Vanbrugh, The Relapse

1698	Collier, A Short View of the Immorality and Profaneness of the English Stage

1701	James II dies in exile; the Act of Settlement secures the Hanoverian Succession.

1702	William III dies and Anne comes to the throne. The War of Spanish Succession commences.

1704	Battle of Blenheim

1705	Queen’s Theatre (later the King’s Theatre) opens in the Haymarket. 

1706	Farquhar, The Recruiting Officer

1707	Act of Union unites England and Scotland

1709	Centlivre, The Busie Body
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Richard Leacroft’s reconstruction of Drury Lane Theatre, 1674
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