
ENGLISH C19 NOVEL, 2020/21: “Unprecedented Times” Essay Prompts One

Second-year students: essay planner (pick one from each column)
	Write an argumentative essay, with an independent thesis of your own making, about how the following historical concept…
	In the following text…
	Is expressed through, reflected, and complicated by this aspect of narration

	Women’s property ownership
	Mansfield Park
	Selective focalization

	The embodied experience of a minoritarian group
	Castle Rackrent
	Sentence structure

	The mental autonomy of a disempowered group
	Vanity Fair
	A sustained pattern of unusual vocabulary choices

	The political freedom of a disempowered group
	Villette
	Unreliable narration

	Masculinity
	
	Punctuation

	Imperialism
	
	Contrasted modes of characterization (e.g. “flat” vs. “round”)

	Non-white subjectivity
	
	The presence of nonhuman actors (see Bruno Latour, Reassembling the Social)

	The daily experience of poverty
	
	The presence of animal life in narration

	Urban vs. rural life
	
	The presence of plant life in narration

	Nationality
	
	

	Irishness
	
	

	Judaism
	
	


· The instructor is happy to recommend secondary sources relating to chosen topics.
· Students should, additionally, examine resources available on Project Muse (available through library website).
· The seemingly further-out paper prompts (nationality and the presence of plant life) will probably lead to better papers. 
· Bear in mind that, as stated, you will need to develop your own independent argument. To say that “the presence of nationality in Vanity Fair is complicated by punctuation” is halfway there; you next need to light on an aspect of nationality and an element of punctuation. So, definite notions of national boundaries in Vanity Fair are constantly called into question by the unreliable narrator, leading the novel to find that nationality is an inherently empty concept. Or a conception of the Irish as mentally feeble in Castle Rackrent is continually called into question by the way punctuation interrupts the narrator’s presentation of them, suggesting that the reader’s prejudices are being refuted through aggressive semicolon use. 
· Yr. instructor is here to help. 

Third-year students:
Third-year students should develop their own title, in consultation with the instructor. They should feel free to use the list above as a guide. These prompts should be settled via email no later than the end of reading week (week 6). 
