
3 valences of textual actions

Thematize Symptomatic describe

Theorize Diagnostic analyze

Transform Constitutive strategize
counter-hegemonize
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1. Capitalist classes

2. Professional- Managerial 
[middle] classes

3. Popular 
(working) classes

{Compromise
to the Right

} Compromise
to the Left
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Next inflection



Who will the middle-class call?

JP Morgan (1890s)

John Maynard Keynes (1930s)



Features of the post-war New Deal/Welfare State compromise

1. Managerial Autonomy – belief in technocrats/meritocracy

2. Rise of Mass Consumerism (stable wages/employment/life security)

3. Containment of Financial Interests –
corporations exist for employment, not shareholder profit
regulatory limits to speculation





Trump as anti-neoliberal, anti-globalization?

One kind of right-wing realignment towards fascist-type policies



What is a culture of Realignment?

Is Capitalist Realism an inability to think of transformation

Or does it register a “reality of neoliberalism” +

function as a middle-class alibi –
apocalyptic times as

self-permission to “work with the working 
class”









Say, will you please tell us who you are?
What's your name, Buddy? Where you goin'? Who are you?
Well, I'm the everybody who's nobody,
I'm the nobody who's everybody.
What's your racket? What do you do for a living?

Well, I'm an
Engineer, musician, street cleaner, carpenter, teacher,
How about a farmer? Also. Office clerk? Yes sir!
That's right. Certainly!
Factory worker? You said it. Yes ma'am.
Absotively! Posolutely!
Truck driver? Definitely!
Miner, seamstress, ditchdigger, all of them.
I am the “etceteras” and the “and so forths” that do the work.
Now hold on here, what are you trying to give us?

Are you an American?
Am I an American?
I'm just an Irish, Jewish, Italian,
French and English, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, Polish,
Scotch, Hungarian, Swedish, Finnish, Greek and Turk and Czech

And that ain't all.
I was baptized Baptist, Methodist, 
Congregationalist, Luthern,
Atheist, Roman Catholic, Jewish, 
Presbyterian, Seventh Day 
Adventist,
Mormon, Quaker, Christian Scientist 
and lots more.
You sure are something.







1930s 2010/20s
“worker”/”people” 99%
Comrade Ally



Cultural Appropriation 
Or

Cultural Fusion?
Intersectional culture?


