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Summer Reading 

 
If you are able to get ahead and do some reading over the summer for this module, then these are 
my suggestions not only for texts, but the way to keep your notes in order. 
All of this information is also available via the module’s summer reading webpage 
 
 
 
1. SUGGESTED CRITICAL READING 

 
You will need to try and get a good grip on the wider theoretical implications of “Gothic” 
and of “the Short Form” – separately, as well as how they intersect.  
Some of these suggestions will be set reading for week 1 (alongside some set primary texts), 
and will be pertinent for the module as a whole, and assessments. Everything underlined is 
hyperlinked. 
Ensure to take notes/annotate!: 
 

 
 
Extract from Sarah Illot, “Gothic and the Short Story: Revolutions in Form and Genre” 
in Edinburgh Companion to Gothic and the Arts. ed. David Punter, Edinburgh University Press, 
2019, pp.333-345.  
 
Form 

• Extract from Edgar Allan Poe, "Review of Twice-Told Tales by Nathaniel 
Hawthorne” (1842) 

• Tim Killick. “Chapter 1 – Overview”, British Short Fiction in the Early Nineteenth 
Century: The Rise of the Tale. Taylor and Francis, 2008. 

 
The Gothic mode 
 

• Extracts from Edmund Burke, A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin of Our Ideas of the 
Sublime and Beautiful (1757) and from Edward Bulwer Lytton on, ‘Terror and Horror” 
(1838). 

• Extracts from [3.14] Ann Radcliffe, ‘On the Supernatural in Poetry’ (1826) reproduced 
in Gothic Documents : a sourcebook 1700-1820 / edited by Emma Clery & Robert Miles. You 
might want to copy this into a word document to help with note-taking. 

• Fred Botting, “Introduction: Negative Aesthetics” in Gothic, 2nd edn, Routledge, 2014.  
 
Genre 
 

• Extract from H.P. Lovecraft on the Weird Tale from Supernatural Horror in 
Literature (1927). 

• Andrew Smith, “Introduction” The Ghost Story, 1840-1920 : A Cultural History, 
Manchester University Press, 2013. 

• Extract from Darryl Jones, “The Horror Story” The Edinburgh Companion to the Short 
Story in English, Edited by Paul Delaney and Adrian Hunter, Edinburgh Uni Press, 2018, 
pp.175-192. 
 
 
 
 

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/english/currentstudents/undergraduate/modules/fulllist/special/talesofterror/summerreading/
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/english/currentstudents/undergraduate/modules/fulllist/special/talesofterror/furtherreading/ilott_-_gothic_and_the_short_story_-_extract.pdf
https://0-www-degruyter-com.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/document/doi/10.1515/9781474432375-026/html
http://www.eapoe.org/works/essays/philcomp.htm
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/english/currentstudents/undergraduate/modules/fulllist/special/talesofterror/summerreading/extract_-_poe_review_of_twice-told_tales.pdf
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/english/currentstudents/undergraduate/modules/fulllist/special/talesofterror/summerreading/extract_-_poe_review_of_twice-told_tales.pdf
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2921787
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/english/currentstudents/undergraduate/modules/fulllist/special/talesofterror/summerreading/extracts_burke_and_bulwer-lytton_.docx
https://0-www-manchesterhive-com.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/view/9781526125675/9781526125675.00008.xml#rch3-14
https://0-www-manchesterhive-com.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/view/9781526125675/9781526125675.00008.xml#rch3-14
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/warw/reader.action?docID=1480738&ppg=12
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/warw/reader.action?docID=1480738&ppg=12
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2719320
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/english/currentstudents/undergraduate/modules/fulllist/special/talesofterror/summerreading/lovecraft_-_on_the_weird_tale_supernatural_in_horror_fiction_1927.pdf
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3362198
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/english/currentstudents/undergraduate/modules/fulllist/special/talesofterror/summerreading/darryl_jones_-_the-horror-story_-_extract.pdf
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2. PRIMARY READING 
 
There is only one set text for purchase and no, your eyes do not deceive you, that is my name on the cover. 
There are 4 copies in the main library and 1 for short loan. 
 
 

                            

 
All other primary stories that we use on this course will be linked to on the module webpage or 
produce in hard-copy for you. However, over the summer, try to read as widely as you can 
across short gothic fiction published in the “long c19th” – roughly c.1780-1920.  
 
BUT DO SO WITH SOME SENSE OF ORGANISATION – see (a) and (b) below. 

 

 

(a) KEEP A RECORD: 

Construct a spreadsheet or a working annotated bibliography or use scrivener etc, to record as much 
information as you can of all stories you read that might suit this module. You might do so based on 
the individual stories you read as in example 1 in blue below, and/or, as in example 2 in green 
below, by anthology or collection (e.g. The Oxford Book of Short Stories, or the Penguin book of 
Horror Tales, or the British Library collection The Tell-Tale Heart and Other Stories by Edgar 
Allan Poe, etc). You might want to do both using separate tabs, as they would both be potentially 
useful for assessment. 

Ensure to leave space for you to look up the original publication information either then or 
later. See my suggested headings for key things to make a note of, but you might also want to add 
other columns for say, listing key “themes”.  
 
[example 1: by individual story] 

 

 

[example 2: by anthology] 

Minor Hauntings: Chilling Tales 
of Spectral Youth, ed. Jen Baker, 
British Library, 2021. 
https://shop.bl.uk/collections/british-
library-fiction/products/minor-
hauntings-chilling-tales-of-spectral-
youth 

https://shop.bl.uk/collections/british-library-fiction/products/minor-hauntings-chilling-tales-of-spectral-youth
https://shop.bl.uk/collections/british-library-fiction/products/minor-hauntings-chilling-tales-of-spectral-youth
https://shop.bl.uk/collections/british-library-fiction/products/minor-hauntings-chilling-tales-of-spectral-youth
https://shop.bl.uk/collections/british-library-fiction/products/minor-hauntings-chilling-tales-of-spectral-youth
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(b) AND/OR KEEP A READING LOG.  
 
I recommend using a nice notebook (could be one with sections for different times of the period or 
different themes, or for primary/critical) that you dedicate to the primary texts. If you aren’t 
doing the kind of record above, at least ensure that in your notebook you record the publication 
info/where you read it and page numbers for quotes/points.  

 

 
Some things to consider and make note of: 

• Who is the narrator? From what point of view is it being told and what is the style 
(fireside tale, in media res, first-person past, first-person present etc)? 

• Note down if it has structural layers (e.g. a story within a story) and what the different 
time frames being used are. 

• Identify what you think makes it gothic (e.g. Supernatural entities, moments of suspense, 
certain tropes etc) and how it achieves any effect such as suspense, terror, dread etc. 

• Brief plot summary or print and paste this from an outside source. 

• Does it have any other major themes that may be useful or are interesting to you – such as 
Gender stereotypes / transgression; racial issues; weird landscapes, class issues; religious 
persecution etc, medicine/the body, ageing etc. 

 

 



EN2L8 / EN3L5 Tales of Terror: Gothic and the Short Form 

3. FINDING PRIMARY TEXTS: 
 

I encourage you to use stories in official publications in hard-copy or online archives/facsimiles (so 
not just plain text or uncurated online versions) to access the works as this will help later down the line 
and is best academic practice. Collections/anthologies are some of the most efficient ways to access 
a variety of texts easily but be careful to avoid C20th/C21st anthologies that are “retellings” as that 
goes beyond our scope.  

 
a) Here are some links to a selection of online facsimiles of published anthologies from the 

long C19th (note many of the stories will have been published elsewhere too and often much 
earlier). I have avoided single-author collections to allow variety, but you can use those too: 
 

An Apology for Tales of Terror  
Tales of Wonder  
Legends of Terror and Tales of Wonder  
Tales of Terror: Or, The Mysteries of Magic  
Ghost Stories and Phantom Fancies, ed. J. Hain Firswell  
Tales of Terror and Wonder (1887 edn)    
The Adventures Of The Adventurers' Club by Anonymous  
Modern Ghosts (1890) [has translations of some key European horror stories] 
Told After Supper: With 96 Or 97 Illus. by Jerome K. Jerome 
The Weird Orient; Nine Mystic Tales by Henry Iliowizi  
 

b) Here are some links to online facsimiles of published anthologies from C20th/C21st (note 
some require you to set up a log-in to “borrow” the books, but access is free of charge). I have 
avoided single-author collections to allow variety, but you can use those too: 

 
Tales of Terror ed. Joseph French 
Great Tales Of Terror And The Supernatural ed. Wise and Fraser   
The Oxford book of Victorian ghost stories ed. Cox and Gilbert  
Nineteenth-Century suspense : from Poe to Conan Doyle ed. Clive Bloom  
Victorian Ghost Stories by eminent Women Writers ed. Richard Dalby,  
Victorian and Edwardian ghost stories ed. Richard Dalby 
Terror by Gaslight: More Victorian Tales of Terror ed. Hugh Lamb 
Dracula's Guest: A Connoisseur's Collection of Victorian Vampire stories ed. Michael Sims 
Reign of Terror: Great Victorian Horror Stories, ed. Michel Parry  

If you are looking to start your own tales of terror collection, you may have seen that the British 
Library has produced a whole series of multi-author anthologies and single-author collections 
called Tales of the Weird should you wish to own some attractive collections: 
https://shop.bl.uk/collections/british-library-fiction/bl-tales-of-the-weird  

Here is my Gothic short fiction shelfie, for some inspiration: 

 

https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CW0110587659/ECCO?u=warwick&sid=bookmark-ECCO&xid=2865aa1c&pg=1
https://epublications.marquette.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1022&context=english_gothic
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Legends_of_Terror/iGsAAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.31822038199741
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.hn3gl6
https://archive.org/details/cu31924027450448/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/anonymous-the-adventures-of-the-adventurers-club-gardner-co.-1890/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/modernghostssele00curtuoft/mode/2up?ref=ol&view=theater
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/njp.32101068970068
https://archive.org/details/weirdorient00iliorich/mode/2up
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.$b272759
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.501255/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/oxfordbookofvict0000unse_v4h7
https://archive.org/details/nineteenthcentur00bloo/page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/victorianghostst0000dalb
https://archive.org/details/victorianedwardi0000unse_e0q9/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/terrorbygaslight0000unse/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/draculasguestcon00sims/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/reignofterrorgre00parr/page/n5/mode/2up
https://shop.bl.uk/collections/british-library-fiction/bl-tales-of-the-weird
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c) Online and Print collections I have found in the library (there may well be more, 

especially linked to specific authors): 

The Forgotten Gothic: Short Stories from the British Literary Annuals, 1823-1831 / introduction and 

edited by Katherine D. Harris.  Print Book | 2012. [3 copies and 1 on short loan, awaiting shelfmark] 

Tales of Terror [electronic resource] : with an introductory dialogue. E.Book / 1813 

Le Fanu, Joseph Sheridan, 1814-1873. Madam Crowl's ghost: and other stories; collected and edited 

by M. R. James.  Print Book | 1994. Available at Main Library (PR 4879.L7) plus 2 more  

 

Nineteenth-Century Southern Gothic Short Fiction : Haunted by the Dark / edited by Charles L. Crow, 

Susan Castillo Street.  E-Book | 2022. 

 

The Oxford handbook of Charles Brockden Brown / edited by Philip Barnard, Hilary Emmett, and 

Stephen Shapiro.  E-Book | 2019. 

 

In the dark: tales of terror / by E. Nesbit ; selected and introduced by Hugh Lamb.  

 Print Book | 1988. Available at Main Library (PR4149.B4 I58) 

 

Gothic tales / Arthur Conan Doyle ; edited with an introduction and notes by Darryl Jones.  E-

Book | 2016. 

 

The Oxford book of gothic tales / edited by Chris Baldick. 

  Print Book | 1992. Available at Main Library (PN6120.95.G64 O95)  

The tell-tale heart and other stories / by Edgar Allan Poe.  E-Book | [2015] 

 

Margery of Quether : and other weird tales / by S. Baring-Gould ; edited by Richard Dalby ; 

frontispiece by Paul Lowe ; with eight illustrations by Harry Furniss.  Print Book | 1999. Available at 

Main Library (PR4061.M2) 

 

Ghost stories of M.R. James.  Print Book | 1974. | Second edition. Available at Main Library 

(PR6019.A5) plus 1 more 

Tales of men and ghosts / Edith Wharton.  Print Book | 1910. Available at External Store (PS 

3162.T2) [you will need to request for collection] 

The phantom 'rickshaw and other tales. By Kipling, Rudyard, 1865-1936.  Print Book | [1889] 

Available at Store (PR 4854.P4) [you will need to request for collection] 

Great British tales of terror: gothic stories of horror & romance, 1765-1840 / edited by Peter Haining. 

 Print Book | 1972. [you will need to request for collection] 

 

Great tales of terror from Europe and America / edited by Peter Haining.  Print Book | 1972. [you will 

need to request for collection] 

 

 

https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3781062__SThe%20Forgotten%20Gothic%3A%20Short%20Stories%20from%20British%20Literary%20Annuals%2C%201823-1831__Orightresult__U__X2?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3781062__SThe%20Forgotten%20Gothic%3A%20Short%20Stories%20from%20British%20Literary%20Annuals%2C%201823-1831__Orightresult__U__X2?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2200602__Stales%20of%20terror__P0%2C4__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2334913__S9781840220674__Orightresult__U__X3?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2334913__S9781840220674__Orightresult__U__X3?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3736317__Sgothic%20short%20fiction__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3736317__Sgothic%20short%20fiction__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3736317__Sgothic%20short%20fiction__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3428933__Sgothic%20short%20fiction__P0%2C8__Orightresult__U__X1?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3428933__Sgothic%20short%20fiction__P0%2C8__Orightresult__U__X1?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3428933__Sgothic%20short%20fiction__P0%2C8__Orightresult__U__X1?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1224804__Stales%20of%20terror__P0%2C8__Orightresult__U__X4?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1224804__Stales%20of%20terror__P0%2C8__Orightresult__U__X4?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3377073__Stales%20of%20terror__P0%2C12__Orightresult__U__X3?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3377073__Stales%20of%20terror__P0%2C12__Orightresult__U__X3?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1027380__Sgothic%20tales__P0%2C5__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1027380__Sgothic%20tales__P0%2C5__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3370969__Sedgar%20allen%20poe__P0%2C1__Orightresult__U__X4?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2159375__Smargery%20of%20quether__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2159375__Smargery%20of%20quether__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1145553__SM.R.%20James__P0%2C3__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1417015__Sedith%20wharton%20ghosts__Orightresult__U__X2?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1524682__Skipling%20phantom%20rickshaw__P0%2C1__Orightresult__U__X2?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/search/C__SKipling%2C%20Rudyard%2C__Orightresult?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1541085__SPeter%20Haining__P0%2C13__Orightresult__U__X4?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1541084__SPeter%20Haining__P0%2C14__Orightresult__U__X4?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://encore.lib.warwick.ac.uk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1541084__SPeter%20Haining__P0%2C14__Orightresult__U__X4?lang=eng&suite=cobalt

