Literature, Theory and Time Essay Questions 
3000 words. Due: 16th January (or week 10 for visiting students)
Please keep in mind that these essays should show your ability to think conceptually about time in a literary context.  Whatever your choice of literary text/example, it’s important that you so some secondary reading of the kind suggested at the end of the course website.  You may also want to read other essays in which Genette, Bakhtin, Thompson, Anderson, etc. have been applied to literary readings.   Your bibliography need not be longer than 3-4 texts, but it must show evidence of real secondary reading.
1. Consider the relationship between time and emerging technologies of a) communication, b) travel, or c) both in the thought and literature of the early twentieth century (you may look at Mrs Dalloway or any other text from this period that you know).   
2. Discuss the uses of narrative anticipation (prolepsis) in all of its components using one or more examples.  These may be literary, or you may choose examples of lyrics, non-literary texts (like advertising), film etc.
3. How does Tristram Shandy undermine the distinction between what Genette calls ‘the time of the story’ and ‘the (pseudo) time of the narrative’? 
4.  Discuss the workings of ‘anachrony’ in one or more literary examples.
[bookmark: _GoBack] 5. ‘My work is digressive, and it is progressive too, -  and at the same time’ (Tristram Shandy). Using Tristram Shandy or Mrs Dalloway, discuss the relationship between these two narrative tendencies. 
 6. ‘I have been at it these six weeks, making all the speed I possibly could, – and am not yet born’ (Tristram Shandy). Using Tristram Shandy and/or any other examples of self-reflexive fiction, discuss how the time of writing OR the time of reading is incorporated into the narrative itself.
7. ‘The chronotope makes narrative events concrete, makes them take on flesh, causes the blood to flow in their veins.’ Is Bakhtin’s notion of the chronotope a useful one in the analysis of literature? Refer to texts from this or others modules in your answer.
 8. ‘Written narrative exists in space and as space, and the time needed for “consuming” it is the time needed for crossing or traversing it, like a road or field’ (Genette, Narrative Discourse). Discuss the way narrative is imagined in spatial terms in Tristram Shandy. 
9. In what way does “official” time (such as that imagined by E.P.Thompson; Anderson; Youth, or Mrs Dalloway) get challenged or reinforced by literature?
10.  Thompson describes a “work-time-discipline.”  What is this and how has it changed since the eighteenth century?
11.  In what ways does Coetzee’s Youth suggest the competition between a time of work and a time of literature?
You are also more than welcome to write your own question and I strongly encourage you to try this if none of the questions here appeal.  Please come and see me if you would like to discuss a question. 
