Fiction Now: Narrative and Media in the 21st Century
[bookmark: _GoBack]First Essay Questions

3000 words. Deadline 9th January (Tuesday, Week 1, Term 2)

1. If the conventions of the printed novel require a beginning, middle and an end, how do other media suggest alternative plot structures? Discuss, in relation to two texts.

2. Discuss the significance of visual technology (film/photoshop/video) in Ali Smith’s The Accidental.

3. The novel is under threat from digital technologies. Discuss this statement with reference to A Visit from the Goon Squad and one other text. 

4.  Discuss the idea of real selfhood in one of the texts from this module. 

5. Discuss the relationship between immediacy and hypermediacy in any one or two texts from this term.

6. Consider the role of ‘accident’ in one or two texts on this module.

7. Consider the role that images play in Sebald’s Austerlitz and/or Lerner’s 10.04 .

8. Does recent fiction suggest that media connect us, or that they disconnect us? 

9. How has the domestic interior been reimagined as a setting for the novel? Discuss with reference to one or more texts from this module. 

10.  Discuss the role of memory in one or more of the novels we have read.  In what ways does remembering change via mediation?

11. Traditionally, the form of the novel has been driven forwards by plot in ways that imitate the uni-directionality of time.  In what ways do recent fictions experiment with or push back against this feeling?

12.  How is recent fiction contributing to the way we view gender in society, particularly in relation to questions of looking and being looked at?

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO WRITE YOUR OWN QUESTION ON ANY ASPECT OF THE COURSE THAT INTERESTS YOU.  IF YOU DO THIS (WHICH WE STRONGLY ENCOYRAGE), YOU SHOULD EMAIL OR SPEAK TO TINA OR MILLY ABOUT YOUR TOPIC.
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