Asia and the Victorians  (EN2D3)
First Assessed Essay Questions (4,000 words): Non-finalists*
Due on 21 January 2016 (Thursday, Week 2, Term 2)

*Finalists are expected to develop their own titles and topics for their 4,500-word essays in consultation with their tutor.  They may, with permission, formulate a topic out of one of the questions below.

Non-finalists are also encouraged to consult Dr Forman to formulate their own titles and topics.



Answer ONE of the following questions.  


1. Develop your own topic/title, in consultation with Dr Forman.
2. Following on from our discussion of Carolyn Betensky’s article on “casual racism,” explore the function of racism in one or more of the readings from Term 1.  This might include an analysis of your own reading experience.
3. Explore the theme of disaffection in one or more of the readings from Term 1.
4. Analyze the depiction of domestic life in one or more of the readings from Term 1.
5.  Discuss the representation of “indigenous” knowledge and learning in one or more of the texts from Term 1.
6. Priyamvada Gopal notes,”For all that it created both uneasiness and public anguish, the Indian uprising of 1857 did not constitute a crisis that forged anything like a critical consensus on the downsides of empire. As others have noted, it undermined the liberal pedagogical mission to raise the inhabitants of the subcontinent to higher civilizational standards. It is also widely accepted that lines of difference were hardened, confirming ‘the mutual distrust between rulers and ruled’. Yet, as I have argued here, some responses to the uprising laid the ground for a different interpretation of such crises of rule – one that undermined attitudes of paternalism and benevolence in favour of dispositions that emphasized fellow feeling, reciprocal engagement and reverse pedagogy. Such interpretations may have been a minor key against the upsurge of emotions that marked the response to the uprising, but they constitute, nonetheless, a bookmark which kept different political possibilities open. These included modes of relating to non-Europeans that both acknowledged the variety of the ways in which the ‘human’ expressed itself in cultures and sought to forge common ground. The idea that Englishness, or Britishness, also needed to reconstitute itself for the better in the face of resistance, learning from it in the process, was also put into play at this time.”

Consider these comments in relation to one or more of the texts from Term 1’s readings.

7. Explore what Sukanya Banerjee calls “transimperial” connections in one or more of the readings from Term 1.
8. How is dialogue used in one or more of the literary texts from Term 1 to give voice to and/or circumscribe “native” agency?
9. Examine the representation of crafts and/or craftsmanship in one or more of the works studied in Term 1.  (This question might also include cooking and food preparation.)
10. According to Macaulay in his “Minute on Indian Education” (1835), “Whether we look at the intrinsic value of our literature, or at the particular situation of this country, we shall see the strongest reason to think that, of all foreign tongues, the English tongue is that which would be the most useful to our native subjects.”  Evaluate this statement with respect to one or more of the works studied in Term 1.
11. Examine the depiction of women-only worlds or spaces in one or more of the readings from Term 1.
12. Apply an ecocritical perspective to develop a thesis about one or more of the readings from Term 1.  Possible topic areas might include: gardens, the natural environment versus the built environment, the representation of plants and animals, the representation of rivers and/or oceans, and human interaction with the natural world.
13. Explore the depiction of widowhood in one or more of the readings from Term 1.
14. Analyze the depiction of murder and/or killing in one or more of the texts from Term 1.
15. How do Anglophone Indian writers at the turn of the century express notions of freedom and independence (for India and/or for women)?  Use at least two texts in your response.
16. How are issues of hygiene and cleanliness explored in two or more of the works studied?
17. Analyze the significance of Christmas in one or more of the texts from Term 1.


(Guidelines on the next page.)

Your essay must have a strong central argument/thesis statement, which should appear towards the start.  I will be expecting you to do close reading during the essay, commenting on issues such as narrative voice, style, etc. and the way in which these elements contribute to the title you have chosen or developed.

The essay should use parenthetical citations for quotations and have a bibliography, which preferably conforms to the MLA style.  Information on the MLA style can be found at www.mla.org, and from the Library (where there is a quick guide you can download—see https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/students/referencing/referencing-styles/).  

The Online Writing Lab at Purdue https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/establishing_arguments/index.html, offers good guidance on how to formulate a thesis statement and develop an argument.  I also recommend The Craft of Research, edited by Wayne Booth et al., especially the section on asking “so what” questions.

[bookmark: _GoBack]You are encouraged to do some degree of independent research for this assignment, which may include primary materials from the period (historical materials, contemporary criticism from journals or newspapers, other relevant literature, etc.) and/or criticism and theory.  Via the library portal, you can access useful databases such as Empire Online, Gale News Vault, 19th Century British Newspapers, 19th Century UK Periodicals, the Times Digital Archives, Project Muse, the MLA International Bibliography, and ProQuest One Literature.  See http://webcat.warwick.ac.uk/search~S1?/venglish/venglish/1%2C7%2C154%2CB/exact&FF=venglish+all+primary+sources&1%2C38%2C for further details.  Remember that recent articles are normally embargoed for several years and may not appear in JSTOR.  
