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C.—PORNOGRAPHY.

HERE it will be advisable to supplement what was said in my
Foreword (p. xv.) concerning the turpiloguium of The Nights.
Readers who “ave perused the ten volumes will probably agrec
with me that the naive indecencies of the text are rather gaudisserie
than prurience; and, when dclivered with mirth and humour, they
are rather the “ excrements of wit *’ than designed for debauching
the mind. Crude and indeclicate with infantile plainness; even
gross and, at times, “nasty’ in their terrible frankness, they
cannot be accused of corrupting suggestiveness or subtle insinua-
tion of vicious sentiment. Theirs is a coarseness of language, not
of idea; they are indccent, not depraved; and the pure and perfect
naturalness of their nudity seems almost to purify it, showing that
the matter is rather of manners than of morals. Such throughout
the East is the language of every man, womun and child, from
prince to pcasant, from matron to prostitute: all are as the
naive French traveller said of the Japanese: “si grossiers qu’ils
ne scavent nommer les choses que par leur nom.”  This primitive
stage of language sufficed to draw from Lanec and Burckhardt
strictures upon the “ most immodest frcedom of conversation in
Egypt,” where, as all the world over, there are thice scveral
stages for names of things and acts sensual. First we have the
mot cru, the popular term, soon followed by the technical and
scientific, and, lastly, the literary or figurative nomenclature, which
is often much more immoral becausec more attractive, suggestive
and scductive than the “ raw word.” And let me observe that the
highest civilization is now returning to the language of nature. Ir
La Glu of M. J. Richepin, a triumph of the icalistic school, we
and such “archaic ™ expressions as la petde, putain, foutue & la

six-quatre-dix; un facéticuse pdtarade; tu t'es foutuce de, etc.
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