Department of English and Comparative Literary Studies

EN265 The Global Novel

Assessed Essay Topics

Term One



One hard copy of the essay should be handed in to the English Department office not later than 12 noon on Tuesday 14th January 2014.   

The following topics are suggestions. You may modify them, or devise one of your own, but should do so only in consultation with your seminar tutor.
While you may range as widely as you like in world fiction, not necessarily confining yourself to books studied on the module, you should make detailed reference to at least two of the set texts.* Material used in the essay must not be substantially repeated in the examination.

* Unless you decide to do question 11.


1. In what ways do Global Novels tell the story of new forms of communication and / or technological development? 

2. Make a case for reading any novel from Term One as principally “local” as opposed to “Global” (or, if you prefer, vice versa).

3. “In the midst of all this commercing and manufacturing I began to discover signs of decay in the wonted simplicity of our country ways.” (Annals of the Parish, Chapter XXIX)
How do the novels you have read in Term One register the process of Globalization transforming (or even eclipsing) local or peripheral forms of living and culture? 

4. Why is “home” a fundamental issue in Term One texts?

5. Outline ways in which the global element in novels is expressed in their narrative techniques. 

6. Either:
a) Does Globalisation shape and/or alter the form of a novel? 

Or

b) Do “Global Novels” have comparably similar formal elements?

7. In what ways can we read Global novels registering the uneven process of capitalist modernity? 

8. Objects can be interesting indices of worldliness in literary texts. Write an essay on the significance of “things” in Global novels. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]9. Write an essay on the importance of one of the following in Term one texts: War; Imperialism; the Supernatural; geography; myth and/or legend; transport; the State; time; exile; storytelling; the family; natural resources. 

10. On the whole, is the process and/or event of Globalisation a welcome thing in the novels we have read? Qualify your answer with reference to at least two novels. (You can, if you wish, choose to focus on a single facet of the globalisation process to construct your answer). 

11. Make a case for the inclusion of a novel you have read that is not on the syllabus. Your essay must refer to at least one set text by way of comparison and fit the rubric of term one. 

12. The experience of modernity throws up strange temporal and spatial dichotomies, what Marshall Bermann calls “the sense of living in two worlds simultaneously” (All That is Solid Melts into Air, 17). Is this readable in the novels we have covered in term one – especially in their global co-ordinates? 

13. Some critics argue that the globalisation of the novel is something distinct from the story of globalisation in the novel. Referring to at least two texts from Term One, write an essay on the terms of their situation as “global” novels in that first sense (i.e. with primary reference to elements such as audience, circulation, media, marketing, reception, etc.)
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