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‘The claim of innocence, however, is a double-

edged sword: it contains not-knowing, but also 

not wanting to know, capturing what 

philosopher Charles W. Mills (1997, 2007) has 

described as the epistemology of ignorance. 

Succinctly stated, “the epistemology of 

ignorance is part of a white supremacist state in 

which the human race is racially divided into full 

persons and subpersons. Even though—or, 

more accurately, precisely because—they tend 

not to understand the racist world in which 

they live, white people are able to fully benefit 

from its racial hierarchies, ontologies and 

economies” – Wekker, 17











'The problem is not only that the history 

that a statue tells might be flawed, but also 

that that history barely registers at all. It is 

only with the defacement that the statue 

comes into its own.’ Rao, 55









Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) Frantz Fanon (1925-61)









Cecil Rhodes, ‘Confessions of Faith’, 1877

Dan Hicks, Every Monument Will Fall







The Blida-Joinville Psychiatric Hospital in 2017. Image by Joelle M Abi-Rached



‘The colonial world is a world cut in two. The dividing line, the frontiers are shown by 

barracks and police stations… The settlers’ town is a strongly built town, all made of stone 

and steel. It is a brightly lit town; the streets are covered with asphalt, and the garbage cans 

swallow all the leavings, unseen, unknown and hardly thought about… .  The town 

belonging to the colonized people, or at least the native town… is a world without 

spaciousness; men live there on top of each other, and their huts are built one on top of 

the other.  The native town is a hungry town, starved of bread, of meat, of shoes, of coal, of 

light.’ The Wretched of the Earth (38-39)

‘A world divided into compartments, a motionless, Manichean world, a world of statues: 

the statue of the general who carried out the conquest, the statue of the engineer who 

built the bridge; a world which is sure of itself ’ (41)

‘Since the European settlement is often confined to the towns, the psychological effects of 

demonstrations on the settlement are considerable: there is no electricity, no gas, the dust 

bins are left unemptied, and goods rot on the quays.’ (120)











Daniel Boyd, We Call them Pirates Out Here, 2006

Chips Mackinolty, The First Pandemic, 2020



Charles Robb, Landmark, 2004





Amala Groom, Yindyamarra Roll, 2014
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