Literature and Revolution – Summative Essay Titles 2025
If you are an intermediate-level student, please write an essay of 3500 words in response to one of the following titles. Please submit your essay through Tabula by 12 noon on Tuesday 29th April 2025.
If you are a visiting student, please write an essay in response to one of the following titles. Follow instructions on Tabula for your word-count and deadline.
If you are a finalist, you are required to write an essay of 4500 words in response to an essay topic of your own devising. Please confirm your chosen topic with your tutor by the end of Week 10 of Term 2. Please submit your essay through Tabula by 12 noon on Tuesday 29th April 2025.
1) How far does A Jovial Crew (1641) address the political tensions of the 1630s?

2) What tensions are there in Milton’s arguments against pre-publication censorship in Areopagitica, and how does he seek to resolve them?

3) What distinctive perspectives does Anne Bradstreet’s poetry offer on the British Civil Wars? Discuss AT LEAST TWO poems in your answer.

4) ‘thence the royal actor borne | The tragic scaffold might adorn’ (Marvell). How and why were ideas of performance AND / OR theatricality used in the literature written in response to the execution of Charles I?

5) “Winstanley re-creates Scripture in strikingly individual ways” (Tom Corns, Anne Hughes, and David Loewenstein). How is Gerrard Winstanley’s Digger ideology informed by the Bible?

6) In what ways are EITHER gender OR class depicted in prophetic texts of Anna Trapnel or Abiezer Coppe?

7) In what ways did writers attempt to differentiate the rule of Oliver Cromwell from that of the Stuart royal family?

8) Write an essay about the relationship between memory and forgetting in the literature written in response to the restoration of the monarchy in 1660. Discuss AT LEAST TWO texts in your answer.

9) Write an essay about ideas of levelling in ONE or more texts studied on the module.

10) In what ways are space AND / OR place important in understanding ONE or more texts studied on the module?

11) How are bodies represented and / or bodily imagery used in ONE or more texts studied on the module?

12) Devise your own essay title. You should confirm your title with your tutor by the end of Week 10 of Term 2.
