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TO THE SEDVCED Catholiques of England. ***
SEduced & disvnited Brethren, there be two grand witches in the world, that seduce the soules of the simple, & lead them to perdition: Lying wonders, and Counterfeit zeale. The power of these two, the spirit of God hath most liuely expressed vnto vs, one in the person of Simon Magus the Sorcerer, who with his lying wonders had so bewitched the simple people, as they followed him with this acclamation: This man is the power of the great and mighty GOD. The other in the person of some of the Corinthians, who by the feigned zeale of the counterfeite Apostles, were bewitched, and carried from S. Paule, the true and blessed Apostle of our Sauiour Christ. These two witching powers haue many yeeres since combined and vnited themselues in the Pope of Rome, and his disciples, who take vpon them the soueraigne power of our sauiour Christ, with authority to commaund vncleane spirits, and to make them obey: and doe pretend such a burning holy zeale vnto you, as that they regard neither the pleasures, profits, nor preferments of this world, nay not theyr owne liberty, and liues, but doe offer them vp both as a sacrifice for your soules consolation. These are mighty powers to sway your iudgements, and affections from vs vnto them. Now if it shall appeare vnto you as cleere, as the light of the sunne, that these powers be feigned, and counterfeite in them, and that they be in truth nothing els, saue the mists, and allusions of Satan, to dimme the ey of your vnderstanding, and bewitch your affections to doate vppon theyr impious superstition, what can you, or any ingenious spirits doe lesse, then bewaile your seduced misaffection vnto vs, and to account them as the grand Impostors, and enchaunters of your soules? And that this may be cleerly manifested vnto you, I beseech you in the bowels of our blessed Sauiour, to let open your eares & eyes to this short declaration: to peruse and read it with a single ey, and impartiall affection, and if it shall not most perspicuously appeare vnto you, that the Pope, and his spirits he sendeth in here amongst you, do play Almighty God, his sonne, & Saints vpon a stage, do make a pageant of the Church, the blessed Sacraments, the rites & ceremonies of religion, do cog & coine deuils, spirits, & soules departed this life, to countenance and grace, or face out their desperate abhominations, then stand disvnited, and disaffected as you doe. It is not in any man (I co~fesse) to feele those diuine beames of burning zeale that were in S. Paule, who wished himselfe Anathema for his kinsmen according to the flesh: yet a man of Ionas spirit I can easily name, that would most gladly be cast into the sea, to calme this tempest of opposition risen here amongst vs, and of Ieremies deuotion, that doth pray for a fountaine of teares to bewaile the lamentable blindnes of his owne nation, that men as you are, borne free of an vnderstanding spirit, and ingenious disposition, should so basely degenerate, as to captiuate your wits, wils, & spirits, to a forraine Idol Gull, composed of palpable fiction, and diabolicall fascination, whose enchaunted chalice of heathenish drugs, & Lamian superstition, hath the power of Circes, and Medaeas cup, to metamorphose men into asses, bayards, & swine. Is it not their owne brand they haue stamped on your forheads, that England hath beene alwayes good asse to the Pope? 

Who doth not bewaile the sely doating Indian Nation, that falls downe and performes diuine adoration to a rag of red cloth: and the besotted Aegyptians, that kissed with earnest deuotion the Asse vppon which the Idol Isis sate, and the lymphaticall priests of Baal, that launced theyr owne flesh before an Idol of wood? Would God your bewitched dotage were not as palpable, and more lamentable then theyrs, that fall downe & adore a morsell of bread, that kisse & clip with religious deuotion the Popes toe, for bearing the feigned counterfeit of our Sauiour on earth: performed with the right Aegyptian glose, non Papae sed Petro, non asinae sed deae, this honour is not to the Pope, but to S. Peter, not to the asse, but to Isis. Your Popes beeing proclaimed by your owne Oraclists to the world, one to be an Asse, another a Fox, another a Wolfe. 

What people, but you, were euer so bewitched, as to be borne in hand, that a house was carried in the ayre from Palestina to Loretto: that a painted Image in a wall, doth worke as high miracles, as euer were performed by the eternall sonne of God: that the prints of S. Frauncis stripes, the tayle of our Sauiours Asse, the milke of our blessed Lady are this day to be seene: and these gracelesse saltlesse gulleries either to be belieued, or countenaunced, by men of wit, vnderstanding, and spirit, such as are this day many in the Romish Church? If you aske me the cause, what can it be but this, that God hath giuen them ouer to the spirit of illusion, to belieue vnsauory lies, for refusing in their pride to embrace the pure naked synceritie of the Gospell of Christ. He that sits in the heauens, Almighty God, with his Angels, and Saints, do laugh these mishapen monsters to scorne.

And who can but bleede in hart, to see you as farre bewitched on our imposturising renagadoes, that come fresh fro~ the Popes tyring house, masked with the vizard of holy burning zeale. First it may please you to obserue, that the wiser grauer sort of the~ do keepe themselues warme in theyr Cloysters at home, and doe feede themselues fat with the spoiles of your confusion. These lighter superfluities, whom they disgorge amongst you, how they play the Bats, and Moales, either trenching themselues in the mines of your labyrinths at home, or masking in your gold and siluer abroade in the fashion of great Potentates, vntill Gods reuengefull arme doth vncase them to the view of the world, & then they suffer the mild stroke of iustice with a glorious ostentation, as you in beguiled simplicitie doe imagine for theyr conceited religion: but as the wiser see, the state did alwaies know, and is of late published in theyr own writings, for high & odious treasons: and professed by their owne Maisters, that haue made them after their own images, to be of a spirit of contradiction to our Gouernours and Prince: and it is wondred at by themselues, considering theyr treasonable machinations that her Highnesse, and the state, haue carried so milde, and mercifull an hand ouer them, & that any one of them is left aliue to libell against the admirable lenity of her Maiesties gracious proceedings. Wherein be ye well assured, that if the sword of iustice were drawne, and inflicted according to the waight and measure of their detestable designes, that fewer of the~ would come ouer, and that this couey of night-birds, would shrowde the~selues warme vnder the gentle wings of theyr holy father at Rome. But admit (as you conceiue) that they died for the credit of their conceited superstition: what did Lucians Peregrinus lesse, then offer himselfe in fire at Olimpia for the credit of his fascination? What did Aesculapius vppon the hill Aetna to get himselfe a name, but cast himselfe headlong into the burning flames? What doe the Indian-priests at this day, but sacrifice themselues for the countenauncing of theyr diabolicall incantation. It is no new, nor strange thing for the authors, and maintainers of sects, and factions in all kindes, to die with seeming shew of glorious resolution. Doe but seriously recount the quality of this fugitiue generation, & see what pious resolution can lodge in theyr breasts. What are they afore they goe ouer but discontended, ruinate, stigmaticall refuse people: of a factious, ambitious, exorbitant conuersation abroade, exploded, or cunningly discarded their owne Societies where they liued: and how ghostly & priestly they demeane the~selues here amongst you at theyr returne, I referre you for demonstation to this short, and perspicuous declaration. Wherein you may plainly see, if you doe not wilfully hoodwinke your owne eyes, that the holy pretended hote zeale of the fiery spirits from Rome, is the meer Heathenish iugling of Bells priests, to deuour your goods, lands, & patrimonies, the rights of your posterity, and auncient monuments of your name, to defraude your children of theyr bread, and cause you offer it to impure dogs, to enrich theyr owne Cloysters, Colledges, & Churches, with the spoyles of your desolation, to defile your chast houses, pollute your tender virgins, depraue, and inueigle your owne wiues lying in your bosoms, especally by that poysonable engine of hypocriticall Confession, and finally to offer you vp as a pray to that Monster of Rome, the head of all vnnaturall and detestable rebellion. 

And that this declaration might be free from the carpe, and cauill of ill-affected, or discomposed spirits, I haue alledged nothing for materiall, or authenticall heerein, but the expresse words, eyther of some part of the Miracle booke, penned by the priests, and filed vpon Record, where it is publique to be seene, or els a clause of theyr confession who were fellow actors in this impious dissimulation. Whose seuerall confessions, and contestations (the parties beeing yet liuing) are heere published in print, that the world may be a witnesse of our integrity herein. All which had beene long ere this offered to your equall consideration, but that the Miracle-booke came but lately to hand, & the getting of foure chiefe Daemoniacks together, besides many more assistants, beeing persons of that quality and condition, was a matter of some paines, and trauell to effect.

If the forme and phrase be distasting to some clowdy spirits, as too light, and ironicall for one of my profession, let the matter be my Aduocat, that draweth me thereunto, and the manner my Apologie a little too: trusting I may be excused to iest at their iesting, that haue made a iest of God, and of his blessed Saints in heauen. If I haue wittingly falsified or feigned any thing out of that booke of wonders, God doe so to me, and more, for dooing them so much wrong: but if all be truly, and authentically set downe, giue GOD his glorie, his Church her honor, your Soueraigne her allegeance, your Brethren theyr due affection, and the Pope, and his iugling companions, their deserued detestation. And so I leaue you to the protector of all truth, and the reuenger of all falshood, and hypocriticall dissimulation. 


Yours in Christ S. H. 
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{flower} A declaration of Popish imposture in casting out of Deuils.

CHAP. 1. ¶ The occasion of publishing these wonders, by the comming to light of the penned booke of Miracles.
ABout some three, or foure yeeres since, there was found in the hands of one Ma. Barnes a Popish Recusant, an English Treatise in a written hand, fronted with this Latine sentence, taken out of the Psalmes, Venite, et narrabo, quanta fecit Dominus animae meae, come and I wil shew you, what great things the Lord hath done for my soule. Which treatise when we had perused vppon this holy inuitation, we found it a holie fardell of holy reliques, holy charmes, and holy consecrated things, applied to the casting out of many thousands of deuils, out of six young persons, 3. young men, and three proper young maides, accomplished by the meanes of Fa: Edmunds, alias Weston, a principall Iesuit of his order in those times, & twelue secular Priests, his reuerend assistants.

The names of the parties supposed to be possessed, vvere these, Marwood, seruaunt (as hath beene enformed) to Ma. Anthony Babington, Will: Trayford, attendant at that time vppon Ma: Edmund Peckham, Robert Maynie Gentleman, lately before come out of Fraunce: Sara Williams, Friswood Williams, two sisters, and Anne Smith, all three meniall seruaunts to Maister Peckham aforesaid. The names of the Actors in this holy Comedie, were these, Edmunds, alias Weston, rector chori, of 2 who~ you haue heard afore, Ma: Cornelius, Ma: Dìbdale, Ma: Thomson, Ma: Stemp, Ma: Tyrrell, Ma: Dryland, Ma: Tulice, Ma: Sherwood, Ma: Winkefield, Ma: Mud, Ma: Dakins, Ma: Ballard, and some other besides, that were daily commers, and goers. 

This play of sacred miracles, was performed in sundry houses acco~modate for the feate, in the house of the L. Uaux at Hackney, of Ma: Barnes at Fulmer, of Ma: Hughes at Vxbridge, of Sir George Peckham at Denham, and of the Earle of Lincolne in Chanon Row in London. The time chosen to act, & publish these wonders, were the yeeres 85, and 86, ending with the apprehension, and execution of Ballard, and Babington, and the rest of that impious consort.

And because the gentle Invitator of vs to come, and see his wonders, when wee come to see them, himselfe, and his actors doe play least to be seene, it hath beene thought meet, to send for him, and as many of his play-fellowes, as Tiburne will giue leaue to come, to conferre further with them, touching this mysticall play; whether the partes haue beene handled handsomlie, and cunningly, or no: what the scope of the Author Edmunds, and his associates was in this wonderful pageant, and whether good decorum haue beene kept in acting the same. Wherein (I must tell you) some paines haue beene taken by some in authoritie, for the finding out of such agents, patients, and assistants, as haue furnished the stage, and in bringing them to say their parts so perspicuously on the stage, as that euery young child may see, who hee is, what hee meanes, and whether his part tends.

Marwood, and Trayford, cannot yet be found, it is thought they are conueyed beyond seas, (as some other of theyr play-fellowes should haue beene) for telling of tales. The other foure possessed haue come to light, and vppon gentle conference, haue frankly, and freely 3 advowed, and haue sealed it with their voluntary oathes, taken vppon the holy Euangelists, that all in effect, that passed between them, & the Priestes, in this wonderous possession, and dispossession, was naught else saue close packing, cunning iugling, feate falshood, and cloked dissimulation. One of the reuerend Priests, who was himselfe a principall actor in this holy legerdemaine, being examined, hath contested with the confession of the other examinats, touching the vnfolding of this sacred packe. All whose seuerall examinations, confessions, and relations, touching the beginning, proceeding, and finishing of this tragicall comaedie, wee haue thought meete ad verbum to publish in print, that all men may see wee haue dealt truly, and sincerely heerein, and that all may likewise see, quanta fecit Dominus, (according to the saying of that Latine sentence praefixed to the discourse) how great things the Lord in his mercie dooth by course of times reueale, of that man of sinne, of the mysterie of iniquitie, and of those reuerend iugling Priests, his disguised comaedians. 

Wherein, that euery person may appeare in his owne proper colours, the deuill in his, and the deuils charmers in theyrs, that euery part may be considered, how well it hath been plaied, and what actor hath best deserued the plaudite, or suspendite, for his good action, and wit, venite, et narrabo, come and see it set out, in the sacred robes out of the holy wardrop fro~ Rome, their holy attire, theyr holy reliques, their consecrated creatures, theyr own speech, action, & fashion, & thus it begins.

CHAP. 2. ¶ The time when the Popish Exorcists chose to act these miracles.

THe Politikes maxime of vsing, and plying of time, hath beene so well practised, & plyed by his Holines of Rome, and his holy crue, as that little time hath been 4 lost, wherein something hath not beene attempted against her Maiestie, and the kingdome, since her first comming to the crowne, to this present time. I will onely point, at those former times, as I come along to our time of this tragedie of deuils. 

Her Highnesse was no sooner come to the Crowne, but Marie then wife to the K. of Fraunce, was declared in Paris to be the lawfull Q. of England, and the armes of both her Maiesties kingdoms, [Note: ann. 1558. ] England, & Ireland, were commaunded to be set, in vasis, et tapetibus regijs, et reliquis vtensilibus. The popish Bishops, lately before depriued in the second yeere of her Maiesties raigne, purposed to lose no time, when presently after their said deposition: [Note: 1559. ] plerique eoru~ exco~municationis censuram, aduersus reginam alios{que} nonullos ad hibendam censuerunt. It was no long time after this, whe~ it should haue been a Canon set down, in the Counsell of Trent, by the instigation of his Holines Agents there present: de Elizabetha haeretica declaranda, [Note: 1562. ] if the Emperor had not interposed to stay that course. It was time well plyed, whe~ the same his Holines contriuing her Maiesties vtter destruction, [Note: 1567. ] (as appeares in the life of Pius 5. published in Italian) and drawing the king of Spaine into the same, hee sent ouer one Robert Godolphi a Florentine, vnder the colour of Merchandise, hether into England, to excite a rebellion, & furnished him with 15000. Crownes towards the same: by whose cunning perswasion, the Noble men in the North parts beeing risen in Armes, forth commeth the Popes Bull, blanched with a fayre goodly face of pastorall zeale, and loue to the Catholique religion, exco~municating of pure deuotion (God wot) the Queenes Maiestie, and discharging her subiects from their allegeance vnto her: beeing indeede naught els, saue a deuilish Engine, to strengthen the rebellion: [Note: 1569. ] which beeing dissolued, and the heads thereof dispersed, the time was plied on still with consolatorie 5 Letters, written from the Pope, containing matter of new comfort, and encouragement to the Duke of Norfolke, the close designed head of that rebellion, by his intended mariage with the Scottish Queene. Forces were promised to be sent ouer with all speede from beyond seas, to the ayde of the saide Duke, vnder the leading of Vitelli, appointed to that office by name from the king of Spaine, the comming of which forces, [Note: 1572. ] the Duke him selfe did stay, by losing his head. And least the King of Spaine should quaile in his princely designements against this kingdome, in regard of his infortunate successe, Saunders, (the Popes darling) eggs him on with a fresh assault, to keepe the Spanish Engines in worke, alledging this, [Note: 1577. ] as his maine battery to cause the King to be dooing, that the whole state of Christendome stoode vpon the hote assayling of England. 

Neither was it long time ere this vigilant champion had gained time againe, by obtaining of his Holinesse, men, mony, and munition, with which hee came with open armes into Ireland, like a Furie from Hell: and in his vaine hopes had deuoured that kingdome, for the vse of his holy Father the Pope forsooth, and for his young Maister the Popes Nephew. Where he breathing out his furious Ghost, [Note: 1579. ] as a pledge of his wicked attempt, Parsons the Popes Minion entertaines the time, with a new coyned plot, comming into England vpon no meaner errand, then to continue the deposing of her Maiestie, and the setting vp of another Prince. [Note: 1580. ] 

The wise espying, and circumspect implying of the aduantage of these times: you see from what heads and fountaines of holinesse they came, yet none of these is the time, that doth consort with our casting out of deuils, we haue now in hand. Ours is the time, when his Holi: the King of Spaine, and Parsons theyr Entelechie, were plotting beyond the seas, for the deliuery out of prison of the Q. of Scots, by forcible attempt. Which action, 6 after mature deliberation beeing cast vpon the Duke of Guise, he the said Duke, was the~ busily preparing his forces for England, for the suddaine effecting of the said attempt. 

I omit how Charles Paget played his time, in comming secretly into England, to sollicite the Earle of Northumberland to diuers trecherous attempts. How Frauncis Throgmorton plyed his time at the instigation of Mendoza, in busily sounding of Hauens, for the safe arriuall of the Guisian forces. How Doctor Parry plyed his time, in enforming his conscience, for the suddaine, and desperate murthering of the Queene: (for there was no time spared, no meanes vnassaied, no deuise vnthought vpo~, no person vnattempted, euery one of that holy hellish association, striuing to win the garland from other, by hauing his hands soonest, and deepest dyed in her Maiesties blood) and I come to the time when the Guisian exploit, grewe towards the prime, and was on foote for England.

Which stratageme, beeing inspired by the Pope into Parsons, by Parsons into Edmunds, alias Weston, a Prouinciall of the order of Iesuits for that time, residing heere in England: betweene Parsons, and whom, as betweene two Intelligences, in a superior, and an inferior sphaere, there was a mutuall communication of all matters of import, and by the same Edmunds beeing breathed into the breastes of all theyr subordinates, and dependants heere in the Land, it cannot be co~ceiued, what a spirit, life, and alacritie, the whole Popish bodie of Traytors (halfe dead before) did suddainly conceiue, how euery limb, member, and ioynt of that holy bodie did bestir it selfe, to be seruiceable to this holie designe. But Fa: Weston aboue all, whose head and hart, were so bigge with the Guisian attempt, as hee thought his time come, to aduaunce the banner of Ignatius for euer heere in England, by making himselfe, & his order 7 famous by some notable exploit: and it beeing Gods permissiue prouidence, that this popish body, co~piled of so many horrible & detestable treasons, should be wholy inspired from the spirit of his Holi: & of hell, Weston, as a limb of the same body, mooued with the same spirit, chooses to eternize himselfe from the power of hell, by casting out deuils. Wherein hee bestirs himselfe so spritely, and playes such a deuill-prize at the L. Uaux his house in Hackney, with such a wonderfull applause, as Array, Parsons Ape, a runnagate Priest, and a notable Polypragmon heere in our state, meetes with Ma: Tyrrell newly come from beyond seas, and vaunts with a bigge looke, that Fa: Weston had shewed such soueraigne authority ouer hell, as the deuils themselues should confesse theyr kingdom was neere at an end. And the same Array, was so full fraught with hope, and confidence, in the Spanish, and Guisian attempt then in hand, as his first congee was in Maister Tirrels eare at theyr entring into Paules, bidding him to be of good cheere, for that all things now went very well forwards. [Note: A loyall generation of Priestes. ] The King of Spaine (quoth he) is now almost in readinesse with his forces for England, it standeth vs now in hand that be Priests, to further the Catholique cause, as much as possibly in vs lyeth. 

Paget, and Morgan, two principall limbs of this popish body, being acquainted with the aforesaid plot, & fearing that the Guises attempt, by deliuering the Scottish Queene by open Armes, would sparkle abroad before it were ripe, and so receiue a check by our English forces, before it came to the push, cast about in theyr braines for a shorter way at home: Ballard the bloodie Priest is dealt withall to pricke on Babington, Tilney, [Note: As is lately confessed by Fa: P. in his Apolog. ] and the rest of that aspiring popish band to attempt a desperate truculent act, by laying violent handes vppon her Maiesties sacred person. Which whilst it was in hammering, the Catholique Priests, not caring by what meanes they effected theyr trecherous designes, set themselues 8 on worke on all hands, with working of wonders by dispossessing of deuils: vnto the acting of whose miracles, Babington and his consorts, doe diuers times repaire to Sir George Peckhams house at Denham, with foure or fiue Coaches full at once. And this new tragedie of deuils had his time of rising, and his fatall time of fall, with the true tragedie performed vpon Bab: and his complices, for theyr detestable treason. The pestilent drift, & pernicious course of this deuill-worke you shall heare of heereafter. 

CHAP. 3. ¶ The places wherein these miracles were plaid.

IT hath been alwaies the ill fortune of this holy order of Exorcists, that the professors of it haue been reputed errand Iuglers and Impostors, yea sometimes, by the greatest protectors of theyr owne religion. A great man told Mengus, that if there were fiftie Exorcists at once standing before him, hee should deeme nine and fortie of them for no better then Impostors, and Mengus (as seemes) was afraid himselfe should haue made vp iust tale. Wherefore the Maisters of the Art, haue so warily deuised theyr rules, and canons, as a man may see they labour to preoccupate mens minds for feare of suspition, which giues the greater occasion to suspect them the more.

Mengus his caueat of declaring places not meete for exorcisme is this: Praecauere debet Exorcista quantum potest, [Note: Cap. 15. flag: daemon. ] ne abs{que} graui necessitate exerceat hoc officium adiurandi daemones in domibus priuatis, ne detur occasio scandali pusillis. His positiue rule for the place appointed is, Sed debet exorcizare in Ecclesia, vel in alio loco Deo dicato vel alicui sancto. His reasons against priuate houses, and for Churches, or at least consecrated places are first, that beeing doone publiquely, the weaker sort may haue no 9 occasion to suspect the action of fraude. 2. Tum quia in domibus priuatis, vt in pluribus, ad sunt mulieres, quarum consortium debet summopere ab exorcistis vitari, ne incidant in laqueum diaboli: that is, because in priuate houses, there are commonly some women, whose company the Exorcists ought to decline, least happilie they fall into the snares of the deuill. 3. Tum quia ibifiunt multa turpia, tacenda potius, quam hîc inserenda: that is, because in such houses, turpitudes be committed, meeter to be silenced, then heere to be named. 4. Tum quia Ecclesia propriè est locus deputatus vbi Euergumeni debent exorcizari: that is, because the Church is properly the place appointed to that action, wherein the possessed ought to be exorcised. And what need these cautious rules, to auoyde suspition of iugling, turpitude, and women, if nothing were amisse? Auricular confession, is an holie action of more priuacie, solitude, & familiarity with women, yet because no man (vvithout reason) may suspect, but that all is wel between a ghostly father, and his ghostly child, there be no rules made of iugling, turpitude, or women in that mysticall function. Sure all is not well in this exorcising craft, that iugling, turpitude, and women, must be so precisely auoided. 

Indeed wheras in his 17. chapter fa: Mengus disputes, that though exorcising ought to be done in the church, yet the doores of the Church may be close shut about them: his fatherhood giues vs iust cause to suspect, that though he would seeme to haue it publique, touching the place, for a seeming shew of auoyding iugling, turpitude, and women, yet he can be content by shutting the doores, to haue it priuately done: or such onely let in, as the Exorcist best liketh.

See the practise heereof in the iugling Exorcists at Paris, anno 1599, who to make a shew of auoyding of that, which they onely intended, iugling deceit, [Note: Page. 6. of that booke. ] they must haue theyr Minion Martha Brossier exorcised in a Chappell forsooth: but yet with such a warie eye cast 10 vpon the spectators, as there comming in amongst the rest one Marescot a Physician, a man they did not affect, Seraphin the holy Exorcist cries out with a loude voice, if there be any heere that is incredulous, & will trouble Martha Brossier, the deuill will carry him away in the ayre. Wherefore yee see it was very wisely prouided of Mengus, to haue an eye to the doore: the like ill-fauoured accident fell out amongst our holy crew, at theyr principall Theatre, Sir George Peckhams house at Denham, where for want of hauing a watch at the doore, there comes in one Ma: Hambden of Hambden, who, being one of the incredulous persons, that F. Seraphin co~plaines of afore, and espying theyr bungling, and vsing these wordes in detestation of theyr iugling: I see this dealing is abhominable: [Note: See Friswoods Co~fess: ] & I maruaile that the house sinketh not for such wickednes committed in it: and so departing vtterly discontent: this incredulous spectator so skared our holy actors with feare, that they slunke out of the house euery man his way, as a dogge that had been bitten by the tayle, and leauing theyr patients alone, gaue the deuils an otium, or leaue to play for that night. 

Now let vs looke in a little amongst our twelue holy Exorcistes, or rather twelue holy disciples, and Fa: Weston theyr holy head: who though they be not a working, yet by this time they are whetting theyr tooles: and let vs see, how warily they haue put in vre theyr Maister Mengus his canon, of choosing a Chappell, or holy publique place to exorcise in, for feare of suspition of iugling, turpitude, and women. First, it doth not appeare that they acted any of theyr wonderous dispossessions in any Church, Chappell, or consecrated place, as F. Mengus had appointed them: except happily they slipped into some Noble mans voide house in London: which houses, in regard of theyr owners callings, being aboue reach of authority, are commonly now adayes the sanctuaries for Popish treason, consistories for plots of rebellion, 11 and Chappels for all Romish loathsome abhomination: not that the Noble men themselues are priuie to such meetings, but theyr corrupt house-keepers much in fault for entertayning such guests: and yet the owners themselues not altogether free from blame, for making no better choise of those, to whom they commit that charge. 

But it appeares not (as I said) that they met in any chappel, or holy place at all: but the chief places of their solemne meetings, were the L. Uaux his house at Hackney, neere London, Maister Gardiners house at Fulmer, Ma: Hughes his house at Uxbridge, and Sir George Peckhams house at Denham: places very fitly accommodating theyr holy intentions. First for theyr capacitie, beeing able to receiue the holy troupe, & theyr traine (for they remoued bagge, and baggage, as your wandring Players vse to doe.) Next, for theyr security, the owners beeing trustie tried sure cardes, and commaunders of theyr neighbours adioyning, if any suspition should arise: and then for their situation, beeing remote and secluse from ordinary accesse.

At the L. Vaux his house at Hackney, was the prime grand miracle performed, by the grand Maister of the craft, Fa: Weston himselfe, vppon one Marwood, seruant to Babington the traytor: where a wonderful thing fell out. Fa: Weston, at the very first encounter with the deuill, stunted the deuils wits, and the deuill being once put out, could neuer hit in againe, but vntrusses, and cries out, O me stultum, insanum, et infaelicem: O foolish, [Note: In his owne tract. vpon record. page 2. ] mad, and miserable deuill that I am: which put all the whole company of spectators into such astonishment, as there was a confused shout made of weeping, & ioy, for this foyle of the deuill. And the Epilogue was this, O Catholicam fidem, ô insensatos haereticos: O the Catholick faith, ô sencelesse haereticks, that could neuer learne the feate, to skare a deuill from his wits. 

12 At Fulmer house there were no great miracles done, onely the groundes of theyr Art layde sure, and a little trying of their tooles, whether their tew would holde or no. 

At Vxbridge they lay but two or three nights at the most, and yet the place was graced with a punie miracle, or two. Dibdale the Priest had his wench set so close vnto him in the way thether, (for auoyding turpitude & women) as she felt her selfe to burne, & could hardly endure the heate of the holy man. Trayford cryes out by the way water, water, as the Frier did that by Absolon in Chawcer was scalded in the toote. And thus were theyr Journalls towards Denham, where the Court stayed: the hangings were tricked vp, the houses made ready, and the greatest part of the wonders of this comaedie was performed. Their harbinger, and host both, in all these iournies (for the owners of houses, and theyr families, still left theyr owne houses, and made all cleere for these holy comaedians, as is vsed to be done towards the comming of a Court) was one Edm: Peckham; an excellent purueior for such a campe; one of a very ruinate estate, an intemperate disposition, an vncleane conuersation, & a man so deeply engaged to this holy band, as that himselfe, his wife, his concubine, and his whole familie liued wholy at their charge. This is the man that stil furnished the camp with all kind of luggage, and pleasing prouision: that scoures the coasts, to see that all be cleere, that lookes to the trusses, and fardels, that no iugling sticks be left out: the sacrist of these holy mysteries, playing himselfe fiue or six parts in this comaedie: the harbinger, the host, the steward, the vaunt courrier, the sacrist, and the Pandar. And this shall suffice touching their places in generall: more speciall considerations of the same, you shall heare in the chapter ensuing.

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

CHAP. 15. ¶ Of the admirable power in a Priests gloues, his hose, his girdle, his shirt, to scorch the deuill.

GEntle Reader, thou must not meruaile to heare those supernaturall powers, spoken of before, to haue beene lodged in the bodies of holy priests: considering that as the plague doth infect, and hang in implements and garments, and the leprosie vpon walls, and beames of houses; so wee finde those powerful vertues, which shewed themselues apparantly in the constitution of the Priests, to transfuse themselues, and inhaere as effectually, in the priests gloues, theyr hose, theyr girdle, their shirts, their ragges, their patches, yea in the water that some of their powerful hands had been washed withall. So as these holy companions, if they had beene metamorphosed into Fishes, as Vlysses folowers were turned into swine, they would haue proued notable good Codfish, of who~ the Fishermen report there is no part within them, nor without, that is bad.

A little I doubt mee old Thyraeus is to blame, vvho painting a whole chapter with the glorious parts, and qualities of an Exorcist, intituling his discourse De conditionibus Exorcistarum, hee is silent in this Maister-qualitie 80 infixed in the temper, and mould of a Priest, or receiued from his splendent vnction, that he should haue this dreadful fire, to burne out a deuil, and so by conuiuencie doth smother it in his garments, and implements too. Thyraeus was of some watry, and earthy constitution, and likely dooth cantle all Exorcists by himselfe. Sure I am, we finde them as liuely, quick, and mightie in operation in theyr exteriour ornaments, as in theyr interiour complexion, & therefore we must not do them that wrong, to bury them in obliuion. 

Maho, Saras chiefe deuil, with much adoe was compelled to tel his name: and the first word hee spake, was out of Saras hand; then was one of the priests gloues taken, and put vppon her hand, Maho durst not abide it, [Note: Page, 12. of the booke of miracles. ] but went his way straight: and hee was so skared, as we do not finde, that euer he came there after. It seemes he had stepped thether only to grace the priests gloues: for you haue obserued, that her hand was none of his ordinary haunt: or els, if he could not endure the gloue by reason of some senting quality, the priests hand had left behind him, wee may imagine the priest had beene vsing his hand holily, and well: when it sauoured so strongly that the deuil could not abide it. And now it is not without great cause as you may see, that our Catho: Gentlewomen heere in England doe hold in such deere esteeme our wandring Cath: priests, enriching them with guilt rapiers, hangings, girdles, Ierkins, and coyfes more beseeming a noble man, then a iugling Impostor to weare, if they receiue no other possessiue kindnesse (whereof wee all see they be no niggards of theyr store) yet this recompence at their pleasure they may entertaine, to haue a precious payre of priested gloues, so sprightly perfumed, with the pure odour-spicing from the hands of a hote ghostly father, as they may vse for a sure preseruatiue against any sparrow-blasting, or sprite-blasting of the deuil. This precious odour against a 81 deuil, that dooth continually issue from their annointed complexion, dooth not onely ascend, into theyr vpper, and extend it selfe into theyr vtter ornaments, as into their gloues; but it descends also, and distils into theyr inferiour habit, and for want of a fit receptacle, is readie many times to drop out at their heeles. Dibdale Saras ghostly Father, had of his fatherly kindnesse lent his ghostly child a payre of his old stockins, that happilie had seene Uenice, & Rome; [Note: Page, 5, miracle booke. ] she as a spiritual token of his carnall kindnes, doth weare them on her legs: see thys odoriferous vertue, in what exceeding measure, it had discended downe, and filled the very seames of Dibdales hose. Saras deuil had been very turbulent, and stirring in her body, and was to be deliuered downe to his baser lodge, he passed quietly downe til he came at her knee, and comming downe hil too fast, slipt ere he was aware into Saras legge, where finding himselfe caught within the priests hose beeing on her legge, he plunges & tumbles like a Salmon taken in a net, and cries barro ho, out alas, pul off, pul off; off in all hast with the priests hose, or els he must marre all, for there he could not stay: & all hast was made accordingly to ease the poore deuil of his paine, and let him lie at his repose: and was not this a goodly ginne to catch a Woodcocke withall, & cause him to shoote out his long bil, and cry, O the vertue of the priesthood, ô the power of the Catholique Church, when they saw with their owne eyes the hose hastily snatched off, heard with their owne long cares Saras deuil cry oh, beheld her legge quiet, when it was bare without the house: & obserued how reuerently the priests touched, handled, and bestowed the hose, when it was of, and with what eleuation of their eyes to heauen, they finished the wonder. 

I cannot but wonder that in the heate of theyr zeale, loue, and admiration of the holinesse of the priests, the spectators did not runne vppon them at once, as the 82 daughters of Scaeua the Iew, did vpon the Exorcists; and of pure holy zeale, rend, snatch, and teare off all their holy apparel from off their backs, euen vnto their bare, and catch, and carrie away some a peece of the Priests coate, some a ragge of the amice, some a patch of his breeches, some a corner of his shirt, and lay them vp in an holy casket for reliques, against a raynie day. The priests themselues, doe full deuoutly casket vp as homelie, [Note: Page, 5, ibidem. ] and brayed wares, as these God wote. Heere make you no doubt, but all more then comely hast was made, to pull off Dibdales hose, that the deuil might quickly cabin in his lodge; for there was the deuils couert, where they were said to rouze him, when they came to the next hunt, with their fiery holy hands, which was not long intermitted (as the wenches doe wofully complaine) the priests hauing a ranke itch in their fingers, to be fidling at that sport. 

You are next to be informed, that this deuil-killing vertue did not lye in the priests head onely, as the poyson of an Adder doth; nor yet in his taile alone, as the light of a Glow-worme: but was vniuersally diffused ouer all, and euery part of his body, and so transfused into all, and euery part of the apparel, that came neere his body. [Note: See Edm: practat. ] Campians girdle that he wore (as seemes) at Tiburne, (and I wonder how they missed the roape, that embraced his holy necke) being enritched with an outlandish grace, that it came from Ierusalem, (as Fa: Edmunds tells vs,) and had there girded about the sepulcher of our Sauiour Christ, shal tell you stranger newes, then Dibdales stockins did. 

Marwoods deuil being a stiffe resty spirit, of kin (as seemes) to a malt-horse of Ware, that wil not out of his way: had beene coniured at Hackney by Stemp, and other priests, by the space of a moneth. Mengus his club, his whip, his scare-deuil, had beene many, and sundry times assayed, the inuocation of the blessed Trinity, many 83 times vsed, Missa de spiritu sancto, (Edmunds owne words) celebrata: A choise Masse of the holy Ghost had beene celebrated, dreadfull infernall Exorcismes had been thundered abroad, Hic tamen nihil quicquam sentire visus est: The sullen spirit, seemed not to care for it a rush. But when Edmunds came in accepto bissino quodam funiculo, quem ipse Edmundus Campianus semper secu~ gestabat, & in sacrificijs vtebatur (quem Saluatoris sepulchrum vinxisse Hierosolymis solebat dicere,) hunc Sacerdos ad latus applicuit: Ad cuius contactum hic statim trepidare, et conturbari coepit, dolorem{que} eius presentia in aliam corporis parte~ concessisse, qua ille re perspecta energumenum esse manifestò deprehendit. Taking in his hand, a certaine silken twist, which Fa: Campion did alwayes cary about with him, and vsed it at the celebration of the Masse; and which he often said, had beene at Ierusalem, and girded our Sauiours tombe: applied the same gently to Marwoods side; at the touch whereof, he presently began to tremble, and turmoile, and the paine of his side shifted into a new place, whereby Edmunds discerned, that Marwood was a Daemoniack in deede. 

What a wonderfull Saint-maker is Tyburne by this, that in a quarter of an houre shall miscreate a Saint, whose girdle, or twist (prouided it be worne by the old Saint at the gallowes) shal put downe at scaring of a deuil, Mengus his club-deuil, whip-deuil, scare-deuil, the Masse, the inuocation of God our Sauiour Christ, the holy Ghost, and all? I doe very much meruaile there were neuer strange miracles performed by the wood of those trees, considering it hath beene blessed by some of their sacred bodies, & bedewed with their last spritefull breath, which haue power to infuse their soueraigne vertue into more remote obiects, and into things of as hard, and repugnant a consistence. It seemes they haue changed courses with the transfusion of miraculous vertue, imagined by their idle braines, to issue from our 84 blessed Sauiour, at time of his death: whose coates, that he wore at his blessed passion, thy leaue as bare, and naked, without any powerfull miraculous vertue at all, & bestow all his diuine influences vpon the holy Crosse: Contrariwise, these communicate all the riches of their miraculous graces vpon their girdles, and cloutes: and leaue nothing for the poore gallowes, to grace them withall. 

But this holy potent girdle is not thus barely left: You shal heare Edmunds gracing it in an higher straine. Patris etiam Camp: sacrum illum funiculum ad latus, & os vnus ex circumstantibus admouit: quin ille iterum vehementer execratur, et detestatur omnes eiusmodi res, ore discerpit, mandit dentibus, conspuit, daemoni commendat illam rem, quae tantam ei molestiam faceret, tantum excruciaret, corpori, & animae ad omnia extrema perpetienda causa esset. One of the by-standers takes father Campian his sacred girdle, and with it touches the mouth, and side of the possessed, he againe curses, and detests all manner such geare, he teares it with his mouth, bites it with his teeth, spits vpon it amaine; wishes the deuil take that ill-fauored thing, that troubled him so much, vexed him so sore, and was the cause of his extreame torments, both in body, and minde.

Now take with you, I entreate you, a short, and sweet Dialogue, betweene the Iesuit, and the deuil. Sed quid nam (inquit Sacerdos) pessime daemon, fatêre veritate (non quod ego abs te, qui mendax ab initio fuisti, veritatem volo discere) quid isto funiculo ita torqueris, qui vel fortissima quae{que} mundi tam facilè contemnis? vnde ergo venit? Wicked fiend (saith Edmunds) come on, goe to now, & tell true (not that I desire to learne truth of thee, that hast beene a lyer from the beginning) what is the cause thou art so cruelly tormented with this girdle, who doost not care for the potentest thinges that are in the world? whence then proceedeth this? Thus farre Edmunds the 85 deuil senior: now heare Edmunds deuil Iunior, or Marwood, Edmunds ghost? Hierosolyma (inquit) bene nouit, ad quem pertinuit; Tiburnus non ignorat (qui locus erat, vbi pater ipse Camp: martyrio coronatus erat.) Tum Sacerdos astantes compellat: testes inquit estote, patris Camp. clarissimi martyrij, cuius hic vel minutissimus funiculus, quem ipsi prius in vita nunquam viderant, tantas illi faces miserat. Ierusalem (quoth the deuil) knowes whose girdle it is. Tiburne (the place where Fa: Camp: receaued his crowne of martyrdome) is wel acquainted with it. H[...]re Edmunds calls aloude to all the standers by; beare witnes my maisters of Fa: Campians most glorious martyrdom, whose smallest cord, which before that time, they had neuer seene with their eyes, hath cast the deuil into such an heate. 

See heere three most graue, and authentike witnesses of a Romish Saint: Ierusalem, Tyburne, and the deuil. And the poore gulls, that held the candell to the deuil, called in for the fourth, to make vp a messe. Campians Saintship had been in a faire taking, but for the gallows, and the deuil; and would it not doe any man good, to be thus Sainted from hel?

And now the deuil was a Sainting, and that his hand was in, it was much ouer-seene of Edmunds the Presenter, that he did not name him, Story, Felton, Sommeruile, Arden, Parrie, & Lopez, & the rest of that Saint-Traytorly crue, whom Tiburne, and the deuil were as familiar with-all, as with S. Campian I wis; and knew as wel the causes, motiues, and end of their Saint-ships alike: the deuil himselfe hauing beene the Author, & inspirer to them all, and therefore no doubt but he would haue beene as kinde to them, as to S. Campian; and the more the merier, & the greater shout, & applause would haue beene of the holy Traytorly rout, that were lookers on, and the Echo the shriller when they cried: O Catholicam fidem! O fidem Catholicam! and if they be not 86 already sainted with the deuil, (as I trust if they be dead, God gaue them better grace,) but if they be liuing, and stand as lewdly affected to these diabolical cosenages, as heere they did, when they held the deuil, alias Edmunds the candel: it is to be hartily wished, they were sent to the Creator of the Romish Saints, Tiburne their Coronator, by him to be conuayed, where Gods mercy shal designe. 

But the close of this Dialogue betweene Edmunds, & the deuil, or the deuil Edmunds, and Edmunds the deuil, for he played both parts himselfe, is the pretiest of all. Campians dreadful girdle had so heat the deuil, and intoxicated his braine, as it made the deuil to cry out, as you haue heard. O me stultum et infelicem, qui ista dicerem! O foole, and wretch that I am, for saying thus much! Heere you see the deuil was cleane gone, and confesseth himselfe to be out of his wits. And this was but an admotion, or touch of the girdle; what would this sacred twist haue done, if it had girt the deuil about, as it girt our Sauiours Tomb at Ierusalem: verily it cannot be imagined, what hel-work it wold haue wrought: the deuil had certainly become a bedlamit at the least, and then his keeper would haue had some-what adoe; the club, and the whip, and all must haue walked.

Meane while Campians Saint-ship comes of a faire house, and hangs by a goodly three-fold threed. For the deuil heere now when he dubbed him, and proclaimed him a Saint, is in Edmunds censure a lier, in his own confession a foole, and by imputation a deuil: and so he was created by a deuil, a foole, and a liar: and these three in one was none, but Edmunds alone, the Author, Actor, and penner of this play, who deserues as worthily to be crowned at Tiburne, for this foolish, fond, impious diabolical fascination, and to be proclaimed from hell for an infernal Saint, as euer Campian, & his complices did.

I haue their shirt behind, as the last seruice to the deuils 87 nunchion. Which because it is not so cleanly, as I could wish, Fid (the Laundresse to these deuils incarnat) shal serue in this dish. Fid was washing in mistris Peckhams kitchin, a bucke of foule cloathes: [Note: See her examin: ] amongst the which, was one of the priest-Exorcists shirts: the deuil comes sneaking behind her, trips vp her heeles, and pitches her on her hip, and vpon that aduantage, takes possession of her (as it seemes by the story,) for from that fall she grew to be possessed: And wote you why the deuil playd her this vnmannerly sneaking tricke. The Miracle-maker tels vs, it was because shee was washing out a foule shirt of one of the priests, and what further matter, their examinations may with lesse offence to your modesty report, then my selfe. I proceede to their priestly attire. 

