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· “Orientalism as a kind of Western projection onto and will to govern over the Orient” Kind of “textual attitude” which stems from the idea that “people, places, and experiences can always be described by a book, so much so that the book (or text) acquires a greater authority, and use, even than the actuality it describes” and the way in which texts gain authority over a subject so much so that, along with the expertise and authority of academics, institutions and governments that instil the text with “greater prestige than its practical success warrant”, they “can create not only knowledge but also the very reality they appear to describe.” Thus the enablement of the creation of an orientalist discourse which, “over and above the Orient’s powerlessness to do anything about them, suffused their (the West’s) activity with meaning, intelligibility and reality.”

· Manifesting in actuality during 19th and 20th century, Orientalism “had accomplished its self-metamorphosis from a scholarly discourse to an imperial institution.” “Since one cannot ontologically obliterate the Orient…one does have the means to capture it, treat it, describe it, improve it, radically alter it.”

· On purely intellectual level “Orientalism overrode the Orient.” Specific observations made by scholars about the Orient became generalised abstract ideas about entire regional mentalities; “Orientalism assumed an unchanging Orient.” Look past engaging with the living, contemporary Orient.” 

· According to Abdel Malek: the way in which the Orientals are treated as an object of study and are, moreover, instilled with an essentialism that is both historical and fundamentally ahistorical “since it transfixes the being ‘the object’ of study, within its inalienable and non-evolutive specificity, instead of defining it as all other beings, states, nations, peoples and cultures – as a product, a resultant of the vection of the  forces operating in the field of historical evolution.” results in seeing that “the hegemonism of possessing minorities, unveiled by Marx and Engels, and the anthropocentrism dismantled by Freud are accompanied by eurocentrism in the area of human and social sciences, and more particularly in those in direct relationship with non-European peoples.”

· Travel literature which gave “a bolder outline to Disraeli’s ‘great Asiatic mystery’, where “general grandeur and passion inspired a transcendent sense of things and little patience for actual reality.” “The unisons are made between general categories, not between categories and what they contain.”

· Generalisations give shape to oriental’s eccentricity/oddness. European as detached watcher, never involved. Such generalities, such unresolved eccentricity become a special topic for texts within a disciplined framework.

· “If Islam is flawed from the start by virtue of its permament disabilities, the Orientalist will find himself opposing any Islamic attempts to reform Islam, because, according to his views, reform is a betrayal of Islam.”
