Nick Collins		Modes of Reading
1.4 Seminar
Hélène Cixous and Luce Irigaray

Invention of History:

[bookmark: _GoBack]‘[I]ts truth, is that fiction is in effect […] inaugural [in myth].’ (Jean-Luc Nancy, The Inoperative Community, p. 55)

Glossary of Terms

Cathect (v.): a psychoanalytic term referring to the investment of libidinal energy in an object.
Drive (n.): dangerous, psychoanalytic term.  In German Freud used two terms which are both translated as ‘drive’ in the most common English translation: trieb and instinkt.  The former is the socially constructed ‘drive’, and the latter is the natural ‘drive’ or ‘reflex’.
Logocentrism (n.): an understanding of the world/philosophy/metaphysics as being related to the system of language and its structure and logic.
Phallocentrism (n.): the idea that the world/philosophy/metaphysics is structured around the (meta)physical idea of the phallus.  A male-centred world.
Polis (n.): the Ancient Greek conception of the world.  From which we receive the word ‘political’.
Sublimate (v.): a psychoanalytic term referring to the transfer of energy from the object of libidinal focus to another, non-sexualised object.  A painter’s work of art is a prime example.
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