Tess Gullis
Key points in Jameson’s theory regarding Postmodernism:
Pastiche: Pastiche is when a writer will imitate and mimic the style or traits of another author but not in mockery but in celebration and appreciation. 
The weakening of historicity: We have a “historical Deafness” according to Jameson and postmodern theory attempts to understand the age described in a novel/ play/poem but in such a way it refuses the traditional forms of understanding.
A breakdown of the distinction between “High” and “low” culture: Post modernism seems to glamorise or focus on ‘low’ culture for example; Hollywood B movies, motels and sleazy bars. Postmodernism “have in fact, been fascinated by the ‘degraded’ landscape”
Lack of depth: There is certain superficiality in postmodernism, what it tries to convey tends to be apparent on the surface.
Intensities: Jameson talks of ‘schizophrenic’ culture one that has extreme bursts of emotions that lose touch with reality. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]How does the theory presented by Fredric Jameson make Lonely Londoners clearer? 
One of the most obvious elements of Jameson’s theory in the Lonely Londoners is the “erosion of distinctions between high and mass culture”. The story merges the two cultures, the boys live in horrible areas and basements but enjoy ‘luxuries’ such as taking girls on expensive dates. Taking these girls to ‘high’ areas for the sole purpose of wanting sex as a result and not to indulge in the pleasures of their surroundings is a prime example of this blurred line.
The Lonely Londoners would also have been considered somewhat risqué and vulgar during the modernist era that still had remnants of stifling ‘Victorian etiquette’ whereas in 1956 the cultural changes had happened and insinuations of sex and drugs were not as frowned upon.
How the theory problematizes an aspect of the primary text:

One of the aspects of the primary texts is that the book is meant to be a realistic account of those who moved to London during the wind rush felt. If the novel stays true to Jameson’s interpretation of Postmodernism then perhaps it isn’t as realistic an account as hoped, for emotions may be falsely intensified as there is a lack of coherent structure as moments have little if any connections, one lives a “perpetual present”. Therefore if this were true of our narrator and characters perhaps their recounts aren’t as accurate as hoped or desired. 
Does this then link to a lack of historicity? 

