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Edward Said’s theory
Critique of the study of Middle East in an “Orientalist” way
1. A narrow vision through a European point of view
The concept of textual attitude: “a common human failing to prefer the schematic authority of a text to the disorientation of direct encounters with the human.” (eg: guidebook & lion) 
Said explains that the European is an Orientalist as he does not interact with the Orient, “the European is a watcher, never involved.”

2. No possibility of expression from the “object” (≠subject) of observation
Orient is seen as an object and there has no subjectivity of opinion to fight for.
Orientalism: “idées reçues” about the East. 
→ The texts dealing with Orient could not be accurate as the Orient was silent, there is only one way “exchange”, no trial of understanding the Orient

3. Marked by European will to have power over the Eastern countries
“relation between Western writing (and its consequences) and Oriental silence: the result of and the sign of the West’s great cultural strength, its will to power of the Orient”

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Orient is never changing, immobile, the same images used to depict it for centuries
“an Oriental is first an Oriental, second a human being, and last again an Oriental” → here, Said explains that no matter how hard you can try to escape “the fences placed around” you, stereotypes will always be there, unchanged.

Orientalism in The Buddha  of Suburbia
Consistency of images of the Orient in European culture
1. Images of the Indian guy through a European point of view
Shadwell asks Karim to play Mowgli and wants him to be the perfect stereotyped Indian (“shit-brown cream” and “Indian accent”)

2. Wealth
→ Eva asks Haroon to be “more Indian” so he wears golden waistcoats; pageantry
→ Changez is from a rich family, but to counterbalance, he is crippled

3. Despotism
*the exercise of absolute power, especially in a cruel and oppressive way
→ Anwar and Jamila’s forced marriage:
Hunger strike: more than choosing the husband, imposes it in a fierce way

4. Sensuality and mores
Karim slowly shift from sensuality trough life and sex initiations to a more depraved sexuality
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