Modes of Reading – Seminar Handout
Week 1 – Sam Selvon – The Lonely Londoners (1956)
Housekeeping
· Electronic copies of handouts – http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/english/about/people/students/enrlag
· Question for next week (close reading passage or question (use it for something you are genuinely having problems with!) – 3 mins to explain?)
· Essay for next week – office hour same time (Thurs 17.00) but different place!: H528)
The Novel and Identity
· The novel’s “primary criterion was truth to individual experience” (Watt, Ian, The Rise of the Novel (1957): 13).
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GeixtYS-P3s 
The Dialectic and Cultural Materialism 
· ‘All that is solid melts into air’ (Marx, The Communist Manifesto)

· [bookmark: _GoBack]‘Labour is, first of all, a process between man and nature, a process by which man, through his own actions, mediates, regulates and controls the metabolism between himself and nature. He confronts the materials of nature as a force of nature. He sets in motion the natural forces which belong to his own body, his arms, legs, head and hands, in order to appropriate the materials of nature in a form adapted to his own needs. Through this movement he acts upon external nature and changes it, and in this way he simultaneously changes his own nature (Marx, Capital, Vol. 1, (1990): 283, my emphasis)

· The novel—read in private, and discussed in public—acts as bridge between the intimate and public spheres, a ‘training ground’ (29), as Habermas puts it, through which the emotive identifications begun in the intimate sphere are applied in relation to others, both within the reading experience itself and in the public discussion of how to interpret the moral lives of fictional characters. … Habermas’s main example of how the novel helps to bring about, in theory at least, a reciprocal recognition of equal dignity. (Hayes, Patrick, J.M. Coetzee and the Novel Writing and Politics after Beckett (2010), my emphasis). 
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