ENG123 Modern World Literatures		         Seminar Tutor: Emilie Taylor-Brown
Seminar: Thurs 1-2pm, H445                                     emilie.taylor-brown@warwick.ac.uk
Office hour: Thurs 2-3pm, H516	

EN123 Modern World Literatures Syllabus

Lectures: Mondays at 5pm in IMC, Room 002 	Seminar: Thursdays at 1pm, H445

Week 1. Wollstonecraft, from A Vindication of the Rights of Women (Chapter 9: "Of the Pernicious Effects Which Arise from the Unnatural Distinctions Established in Society") (1792)
Marx and Engels, from Communist Manifesto ("Bourgeois and Proletarians") (1848)
Filippo Marinetti, from The Founding and Manifesto of Futurism (1909)
Tristan Tzara, from Dada Manifesto, 1918
Oswaldro de Andrade, from Cannibal Manifesto (1928)

Week 2. Goethe, Faust Part I, trans. David Luke (Oxford World’s Classics)

Week 3. Equiano, Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, African (Dover Thrift)

Week 4. Blake, “Auguries of Innocence”; Percy Shelley, “Ode to the West Wind”; Pushkin, “The Bronze Horseman” [handout]

Week 5. Mary Shelley, Frankenstein [1818 Text] (Norton Critical Editions)

Week 6: Reading Week – no lectures/seminars. 

Week 7. Baudelaire, from “The Painter of Modern Life”; “The Swan” from Fleurs du Mal; “The Eyes of the Poor,” “Lost Halo,” “Bash the Poor!” from Paris Spleen; Rimbaud, “The Drunken Boat” [handout]

Week 8. Ibsen, A Doll’s House (Four Major Plays, Oxford World’s Classics)

Week 9. Soseki, Kokoro, trans. Meredith McKinney (Penguin Classics)

Week 10. Conrad, Heart of Darkness (Penguin Popular or Penguin Classics)


TERM 2

Week 1. Lu Xun, “Diary of a Madman”; Babel, “The Story of My Dovecote”; Borges, “The Garden of Forking Paths” [handout]

Week 2. Kafka, The Metamorphosis, trans. Michael Hofmann (Penguin Classics)

Week 3. Apollinaire, “Zone,” trans. Samuel Beckett [handout]; Eliot, The Waste Land (Dover Thrift)




Week 4. Katherine Anne Porter, Pale Horse, Pale Rider (Penguin Classics) – NB: We will be covering just the title story from this collection

Week 5. Brecht, Mother Courage and Her Children, trans. John Willett (Methuen)

Week 7. Beckett, Endgame (Faber)

Week 8. Nabokov, Lolita (Penguin Classics)

Week 9. Césaire, Notebook of a Return to the Native Land; O’Hara, “Ode: Salute to the French Negro Poets” and “The Day Lady Died”; Bishop, “Questions of Travel”; Brathwaite, “Letter Sycorax” [handout]

Week 10. Ngugi, A Grain of Wheat (Penguin Classics)

TERM 3

The summer term will be given over to the creative reading of a work or works of post-1989 literature, using a range of activities – film screenings, roundtables, experiments – to address some of the pressing questions concerning literature and its institutional study today.

Marjane Satrapi, Persepolis (Vintage)
China Miéville, The City and the City (Pan Macmillan)


ASSESSMENTS 
First assessed essay
The first essay (1,500 words), due in week 10 of term 1, is a close reading of the beginning of one of our texts. You should address the passage in terms of language, theme and context, situating it in relation to the work from which it is drawn and touching on the question of the work’s modernity.

Second assessed essay
The second essay (2,500 words), due in week 7 of term 2, is a comparative analysis of two works on the syllabus, engaging with the secondary literature on these works and developing your own argument in relation to it. You should prepare for this essay using the annotated bibliography assignment from the portfolio.

Portfolio
The portfolio (3,000 words, excluding the annotated bibliography and the presentation outline), due complete in week 5 of term 3, comprises four components, listed below. Components (1) and (2), due in term 2, will not be given a mark, but will be given feedback by your tutor; in the case of style requirements for the bibliography (1), you must earn a ‘pass’ from your tutor before submitting this component with the portfolio.





1. Compile an annotated bibliography of 5+ secondary sources on a topic comparing two works on the syllabus. The bibliography must follow MLA style (due week 3, term 2)

2. Write an outline for a presentation to your seminar group on a literary, aesthetic or historical movement relevant to the readings from term 2 (1914-present). Situate the movement in relation to the reading for a particular week. Examples include: Soviet realism, cubism, the May Fourth Movement, surrealism, epic theatre, Negritude, etc. (due in term 2 on the day of your scheduled presentation)

3. Write a short essay on a work outside the syllabus (see list of alternatives for suggestions, but feel free to range more widely), relating it to a work on the syllabus. You may choose to focus on any aspect of both works (2,000 words; due with portfolio in week 5, term 3)

4. Either:

(a) ‘Review the reviews’: Analyse the journalistic response to one of the two works under discussion in term 3. Reflect on what the reviews suggest about issues of literary culture, genre, prestige and institutional authority with regard to contemporary writing. (1,000 words; due with portfolio in week 5, term 3)

Or:

(b) ‘Creative reading’: Rewrite a portion of one of our two works using an alternative narrative point of view, alternative content, or an alternative generic protocol (noir, gothic, romance, etc.). Briefly justify your choices in a reflective paragraph. (1,000 words; due with portfolio in week 5, term 3)

Handing In – for full guidelines, see the Undergraduate Handbook
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/english/currentstudents/undergraduate/1_-_undergraduate_handbook_2013-14_final_copy.pdf

One hard copy of your essay must be submitted to the English Office by 12 noon on the stipulated deadline (from 12:01 on the day they are due to 12:00 the next day is counted as 1 day). Essays submitted by email or fax will not be accepted. If you submit an essay outside office hours, you should post it through the letterbox at the English Office.

ASSESSED ESSAY DEADLINES ARE 12 NOON ON TUESDAYS (UNLESS STATED OTHERWISE).

Modernity Clinic

In addition to the assessments above, you are required to submit at least two posts of significant length (c. 100 words) each term to the Modernity Clinic moodle. These can range from comments on text excerpts and video interviews, summaries of keywords, entries on the historical periods we cover, images emblematic of the contradictions of modernity, bibliographical resources, or items relating to one of the texts on our syllabus. For more information on the Modernity Clinic, contact our resident interns at the surgery, Dr Joe Jackson and Dr Christian Smith.
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