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Week 7: Rachel Kushner’s The Flamethrowers

1. What is the significance of the reader only knowing the narrator by a nickname Ronnie gives her? Why do we never learn her real name?

2. How would you describe Reno? How do the other characters perceive her?

3. Compare Reno’s relationships with Sandro and Ronnie, how do they influence her life? How would you describe these relationships?

4. What is Reno’s perception of the art world?

5. Explore the significance of speed and travel in the novel. Is Reno’s need for speed and urgency a hunger for life?

6. Is Ronnie a fabulist, or could his stories be true?

7. Does Reno experience misogyny in the novel? Is she ever empowered?

8. Reno is both driven and drifty, how does she compare to the other women in the novel?

9. Kushner said in an interview “truth cracks open in places where things do not cohere. That’s how life is.” Explore the theme of disorientation in the novel.

10. Reno is the narrator of the novel, but she is describing Sandro’s world, do you agree? What might this tell us? Does this ever change?

11. Women facilitate men’s art or they are the objects of their art. Can you think of any examples of this? How can we read these examples?

12. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Flamethrowers is concerned generally with exploitation. Can you think of any examples?

13. Reno is more like a camera than a character; she often chooses to stay silent rather than speak up. Do you agree?

14. Reno is passive throughout the novel. Do you agree? Explain why you think she is or is not passive.
image1.gif




image2.jpeg





Wbl ooy i ey
s e T e

e e e e n et e

e

[ SN——

5 K i s i s e i
T e e e e

T —
o W i B s i o T

T A N

D e p——
f ey

1 Rl st ot e s Dyon g i v -




