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Ends and Beginnings: 
Late 19th & Early 20th Century Literature & Culture

Miles Franklin: My Brilliant Career (1901)

Miles Franklin, aka. Stella Maria Sarah Miles Franklin (1879-1954) 

-- Jackeroo n. young male apprentice working on a sheep or cattle station.
-- Larrikinism n. loutishness or hooliganism; disregard for social and political conventions

[image: ]
Points to Consider 
· How does Franklin depict Australian national identity? 
· How do class, gender and race define Sybylla’s life? 
· Consider the function of the preface.
· Why does Sybylla refuse Harold Beechum?
· How are women presented in the novel?
· How does Miles interpret the relationship between poverty and class?
· Consider the impact of familial love and affection on the New Woman figure.
· How does this text relate to other texts on the module?
· Analyse parent-child relationships and their significance to the 1880-1920s time period. 
· How is marriage and wifehood depicted in the novel?
· What is the significance of literature/music/art to Sybylla, and the New Woman at large? 
· Consider the relation to this text to the “romance” genre. Stella Franklin (1879-1954)




Civilisation and the Arts 

“When the body is wearied with much toil the desire to cultivate the mind, or the cultivation it has already received, is gradually wiped out. So it was with my parents. They had dropped from swelldom to peasantism. They were among and of the peasantry. None of their former acquaintances came within their circle now, for the iron ungodly hand of class distinction has settled surely down upon Australian society—Australia’s democracy is only a tradition of the past.” (17)

[bookmark: _GoBack]“I could not help it that their life was warping my very soul. Nature fashions us all; we have no voice in the matter, and I could not change my organisation to one which would find sufficient sustenance in the mental atmosphere of Barney’s Gap […] “Why the child is completely run down, and in a fair way to contract brain fever!” he exclaimed. “What has she been doing? It seems as though she had been under some great mental strain.” (198-99)



Poverty and Class

“We felt the full force of the heavy hand of poverty—the most stinging kind of poverty too, that which still holds up its head and keeps and outside appearance. Far more grinding is this than the poverty inherited from generations which is not ashamed of itself, and has not as an accompaniment the wounded pride and humiliation which attacked us.” (18)


Marriage and Gender relationships

Jane Haizelip: “I don’t think much of any of the men around here. They let the women work too hard. I never see such a tired wore-out set of women. It puts me in mind ev the time wen the black fellers made the gins do all the work. Why, on Bruggabrong the women never had to do no outside work, only on a great pinch wen all the men were away at a fire or a muster.” (11)

“I was to be given more time on account of being ugly—I was not a valuable article in the marriage market, sweet thought! My grandmother is one of the good old school, who believed that a girl’s only proper sphere in life was marriage […] I had an antipathy for the very thought of marriage, Marriage to me appeared the most horribly tied-down and unfair-to-women existence going.” (31) 

“Girls! Girls! Those of you who have hearts, and therefore a wish for happiness, homes and husbands by and by, never develop a reputation of being clever. It will put you out of the matrimonial running as effectually as though it had been circulated that you had leprosy.” (34)

“…the word wife finished me up. I was very fond of Harold—fond to such an extent that had I a fortune I would gladly have given it all to him: I felt capable of giving him a life of servitude, but I loved him –big, manly, loveable, wholesome Harold—from the crown of his head to the sole of his foot he was good in my sight, but lacking that power over me which would make me desirious of being the mother of his children.”  (155)

“Mrs M’Swat was faithful to [Mr M’Swat], contented and good-natured and bore uncomplainingly, year after year, the most cruelly agonising of human duties—childbirth, and did more for her nation and her Maker than I will ever be noble enough to do.”



The New Woman and familial affection 

“I certainly was utterly different to any girl I had seen or known. What was the hot wild spirit which surged within me? […] I wish I would be dead. What’s the good of a hateful ting like I am being alive? No one wants or cares for me.” (28)

“Their welcome did more than all the sermons I have ever heard put together towards thawing a little of the pitiless cynicism which encrusted my heart.” (43) 





Nationhood & Power Relations

During the nineteenth century, so-called western liberal discourses regularly called on the language of slavery to represent and censure the structures of power that unevenly organized the lives and relations of white women and men. In a similar manner, in writings that advocated “progressive” social reforms and the rights of white middle-class women, the harem featured as a paradigm of female oppression to which the apparent lot of white women could be unfavourably likened. 	Importantly though, one consequence of this comparison was that protests against occidental gender orders could be articulated at the same time that western imaginings of the east were upheld. As Joyce Zonana has argued: “the Western feminist’s desire to change the status quo can be represented not as a radical attempt to restructure the West but as a conservative effort to make the West more like itself ”(594). Colonial figurings of the east not only worked to represent the orient as exotic and tyrannical; they also produced the occident. 
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