Modes of Reading Seminar Week 4
Carter, Cixous, Irigaray
‘Phallocentrism is a constant state. History has never produced, recorded anything but that. Phallocentrism is the enemy. Of everyone. Men stand to lose by it, differently but as seriously as women [...] it is time to invent the other history.’ Cixous
1) Does The Magic Toyshop suggest the beginning of ‘the other history’? 
Cixous writes that the terms ‘female’ and ‘male’ are biological terms, but that ‘man’ and ‘woman’ and ‘masculine’ and ‘feminine’ are the product phallocentrism and must be challenged, reinvented or destroyed. She claims that creative individuals frequently do this and it is in all our interests for them to continue to do so. 
2) How can we read The Magic Toyshop as a creative challenge to phallocentrism and inherited social convention and contrived ideas of sexual and gendered identity? 

3) Irigaray, like Cixous, argues that the dominance of a male-orientated and centred society is such that female desire, identity and sexuality has been pre-defined and categorised by men with only limited input from women, as seen in the diagnosis and treatment of ‘mad women’. In such a world can women’s desire, sexual or otherwise, also be seen a product of phallocentrism? How is desire expressed and explored in the novel? 

4) Is today’s world phallocentric? Discuss using the given images for inspiration.
