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Week 9: China Girls and Feminist Revolutionaries: The Flamethrowers as a Feminist Novel

Silvia Federici and the Wages for Housework Committee "Wages Against Housework"

Consider the following questions in relation to The Flamethrowers and also more broadly, reflecting on your own life experiences.

1. “Many times the difficulties and ambiguities which women express in discussing wages for housework stem from the reduction of wages for housework to a thing, a lump of money, instead of viewing it as a political perspective.” Can we commodify housework? What are the problems with ascribing a value or wage to housework? How can we view housework from a political perspective?

2. “[C]apital has been very successful in hiding our work. It has created a true masterpiece at the expense of women.” Examine the invisibility of women’s work.

3. “[I]t is almost impossible to enjoy any freedom if from the earliest days of life you are trained to be docile, subservient, dependent and most important to sacrifice yourself and even to get pleasure from it. If you don’t like it, it is your problem, your failure, your guilt, your abnormality.” In what ways are women complicit in their subjugation?

4. “This fraud that goes under the name of love and marriage affects all of us, even if we are not married, because once housework was totally naturalised and sexualised, once it became a feminine attribute, all of us as females are characterised by it.” Are women solely defined by their relationships to men and the housework they submit to?

5. “But can we really afford relations with men? The question is: why are these our only alternatives and what kind of struggle will move us beyond them?” How do you respond to this question?






Valerie Solanas "Scum Manifesto"

1. Solanas utilizes a combination of humour, satire, and anger to convey her primary message: we need to dismantle oppressive social institutions and rethink gendered assumptions. What are the gendered assumptions within The Flamethrowers?

2. Does Solanas provoke you to consider your own beliefs about gender?

3. Is “Scum Manifesto” too controversial for the classroom, partly because it emphasizes the stereotypes that a feminist battles against, which include: being branded man hating, discriminatory?

4. Did the text make you feel uncomfortable or did you identify with the rage Solanas feels?

5. Mavis Haut claims “SCUM’S basic thesis was not, however, widely understood at first: when a woman writes such savage unyielding satire, it’s humour seems to evade many readers and can provoke more disgust than enlightenment”. How would you respond to this statement?

6. “[N]o aspect of society being at all relevant to women, there remains to civic-minded, responsible, thrill-seeking females only to overthrow the government, eliminate the money system, institute complete automation and destroy the male sex.” How do you respond to Solanas’s opening statement?

7. “Love can’t flourish in a society based upon money and meaningless work”. How is love portrayed in The Flamethrowers?

8. [bookmark: _GoBack]“A ‘male artist’ is a contradiction in terms. A degenerate can only produce degenerate ‘art’. The true artist is every self-confident, healthy female”. How does Kushner portray male and female art?

9. “Sex is the refuge of the mindless.” How is sex portrayed in the novel? Is it “solitary” and a “waste of time”?

10. “Self-forgetfulness should be one’s goal, not self-absorption.” Can we relate this statement to the novel?
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