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1. The novel is framed by Nawal El Saadawi who feels insignificant and powerlessness at the beginning and end of the novel. Does Saadawi’s helplessness contrast the character of Firdaus? How is the reader meant to perceive the two characters?
2. What is the effect and why might Saadawi have used a distanced narrative at the beginning and end of the novel to frame the first person account by Firdaus? What is the impact of structuring the novel into three chapters?
3. Do you perceive Saadawi’s depicition and Firdaus’s protest as a successful attempt to dismantle an oppressive society?
4. How poignant is the lack of a matriarchal figure to the narrative?
5. The repetition of the question “Do you feel good?” or “Do you feel pleasure?” seems central to the protagonist’s experience, what is the resonance of this question?
6. “Because I was intelligent I preferred to be a free prostitute rather than an enslaved wife.” (99) Firdaus relates the lack of choices and opportunities open to women. Does Firdaus ever find freedom? Can women from similar backgrounds, circumstances, and environments ever find freedom?
7. The novel draws connections between the act of surveillance and ownership, the act of seeing becomes akin to possession. Examine how and if Firdaus gains understanding and control over her body.
8. Respect and power are two central themes and desires that are woven through the novel. How do your initial perceptions change towards Firdaus over the course of the novel?
9. Money becomes a motif of entrapment from which Firdaus eventually escapes.  How does the novel project the reality of the society Firdaus lived within? 
10. The central question Saadawi presents is: what can women, oppressed by the historically justified patriarchy of Islam, do? How do we break out of the endless repetition?
11. How do we prevent readers from perceiving her text Woman at Point Zero as confirmation of the stereotypes associated with women, the veil, and clitoridectomy in the Middle East?

