Week 3 – Kamila Shamsie’s Burnt Shadows - Discussion Questions

1. Hiroko and Raza are defined by Hibakusha, (literally translated as "explosion-affected people"), they are known as victims of the bomb, do they remain powerless to change this perception? Raza is labeled a “bomb marked mongrel”, do Hiroko and Raza ever escape these labels? Are their lives defined by it?
2. Explore the theme of displacement and home in the novel. Do the characters in the novel ever find a country to call their own?
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]How are characters in the novel connected to life-changing, historical events?
4. “‘No good would have come of it. One day you’ll see that.’ […] ‘You and Sajjad. How you felt about each other. It was impossible. His world is so alien to yours.’” (Chapter 8) What does Elizabeth’s reaction to Hiroko and Sajjad’s relationship tell us about her? Why is Sajjad and Hiroko’s relationship met with such disapproval?
5. Elizabeth proclaims of Sajjad: “I’m jealous of the fact that everyone I love loves him more than me, and I resent the fact that I’m the only person in the world whose love he’s never been interested in. There, I’ve said it.’” (Chapter 8) Why is Elizabeth jealous of Sajjad?
6. How does Sajjad and Hiroko’s relationship compare to Elizabeth and James’ relationship?
7. “[T]his would not have happened if Hiroko hadn’t been standing there, disrupting all hierarchies.” (Chapter 6) Examine the significance of class in the novel. Consider how James treats Sajjad.
8. What is the role of language and translation in the novel?
9. Why is Raza so intent upon being drawn into war? First through Abdullah and the training camp, and then through Harry working for a US security company.
10. How do you read Sajjad’s death?
11. How do you interpret Kim Burton’s decision to report Abdullah and then frame Raza?
12. What is the novel about for you? Is there a quote that sums it up?
13. “But he would not do that to Abdullah. Not this Raza Konrad Ashraf – not the one who had lain in the hold of the ship bearing the weight of an Afghan boy, not the one who had floated in the dagger-cold sea looking up at Orion, promising himself he would not be as he was before. Every chance, every second, he could give Abdullah he would.” Why does Raza save Abdullah at the end of the novel?
14. “Hiroko stood up and walked slowly over to the window. Outside, at least, the world went on.” How do you interpret the conclusion to the novel?
15. What is the significance of disfigurement in the novel?
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