Week 9: Monica Ali, Brick Lane Discussion Questions:
1. Examine the role of fate within the novel.

2. When we first meet Nazneen, does she embody the one-dimensional image of an oppressed Muslim woman?

3. All the characters seem to be in search of a sense of identity, place and home. Do you agree? Do they ever succeed?

4. Explore the relationship between Nazneen and her sister Hasina, how do they differ? What role does their relationship play in the novel? How does their relationship change?

5. The narrative is interrupted with Hasina’s letters, what purpose do the letters serve?

6. Some critics suggest poor English is thus associated with "primitiveness" and "problematically representing [a] failure to escape from barbarity and persecution." (Michael Perfect 112) Discuss.

7. Michela Canepari Labib suggests these letters are "an attempt to dislocate, both syntactically and lexically, the language of the former [colonial] master” (212). Discuss.

8. Michael Perfect argues that Brick Lane can be termed a "multicultural Bildungsroman". He cites the stereotypes the novel opens with as "counterpoints" to the narrative of empowerment.  Discuss.

9. Explore the relationship between Chanu and Dr Azad. What draws the two men together?

10. Explore the affair between Karim and Nazneen, how does this relationship change them?

11. Discuss the moments in the novel that describe Nazneen finding her voice. 

12. What is the significance of the image of the female ice-skater within the novel?

13. “’Fact: our children will act more and more like Westerners. Fact: that’s no bad thing. My daughter is free to come and go. Do I wish I had enjoyed myself like her when I was young? Yes!” (113) Is it problematic that Ali aligns the West with female empowerment?

14. Ali describes the Brick Lane riots in her novel, what is the role of violence within the novel? Does it serve as a form of constructive resistance?

15. [bookmark: _GoBack]Discuss Ali’s depiction of racism in the novel.
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