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Research Focus 

My doctoral research is in collaboration with the Centre for the History of Medicine and investigates the impact of parasitic disease on cultural understandings of British Imperialism, 1880- 1930.


Education and Qualifications
Ph. D (English and Comparative Literary Studies)                      

 University of Warwick                          2012 - Present

M.Res (Humanities) [Distinction]   
    

              

      Keele University 
                        2011 - 2011

BSc (Hons.) in Biology AND English Literature [First Class]       

      Keele University                                     2008 - 2011




Awards and Funding 


Humanities Research Centre Doctoral Fellowship




                                       2014 – 2015
Won in collaboration with a colleague in French Studies (£400 cash prize and £600 to organize a one day interdisciplinary conference)

NAVSA Travel Grant  ($300 towards international conference travel)
 
                                                             Nov 2014
BSLS/JLS Essay Prize  (resulting in publication in JLS)






                     2014 
WATEPGR Teaching Excellence (Nominee/Stage 1 Finalist)






     2014
The Wolfson Foundation Doctoral Scholarship



       
                                                        2012 - 2015 
Scholarship for full fees, a stipend of £15,000 and a £6000 research fund, renewed every year for three years and amounting to a total of £75,000. 
 
'Bridging the Gaps' EPSRC research conference grant (Approx. £600)

                                                             May 2011
AHRC-funded Studentship (Full Fees and bursary)



                                                       2011 – 2012

Claire Colman Prize  (for academic achievement)

           

             
                                                             July 2011
Dean’s Scholarship (£2,000 per annum for up to 4 years)

   
                             


         2008-2011
Selected Publications



Taylor-Brown, E. and Hurd, H. ‘The First Suicides: a Legacy Inherited by Parasitic Protozoans from Prokaryote Ancestors’ Parasites and Vectors (2013) 6.108. 

‘(Re)Constructing the Knights of Science: Parasitologists and their Literary Imaginations’ Journal of Literature and Science (2014) 14.2. 

'Death, Disease and Discontent: The Monstrous Reign of the Super-Virus' Unnatural Reproductions and Monstrosity: The Birth of the Monster in Literature, Film, and Media eds. Andrea Wood and Brandy Schillace. New York: Cambria Press, 2014.
‘She has a Parasite Soul!” The Pathologization of the Social Monster as Parasitic Hybrid in Bram Stoker’s Dracula, Richard Marsh’s The Beetle, and Arthur Conan Doyle’s ‘The Parasite’’ [under review] for Shock and Horror: A New Look at the Gothic Monster eds. Sharla Hutchison and Rebecca A. Brown.
Teaching

EN278: Ends and Beginnings – Late 19th and Early 20th Century Literature and Culture


             2014/15
Features texts from 1880-1914 and explores the rich cultural context of the fin de siécle. Topics include: empire and slum fiction, new women, degeneration, aestheticism and emergent technologies.
EN123: Modern World Literatures 






  

             2013/14

Features texts from 1789 to present and accounts for a diverse socio-political and global readership.
Selected Conference Papers

Poets, Prophets, Pioneers: The Emergent Taxonomy of the Celebrity-Scientist at the Fin de Siècle

North American Victorian Studies Association (London, OT, Canada) 10-15th Nov 2014.

‘Pursuing the Plasmodium: the Significance of Empirical Evidence to Nineteenth Century Understandings of Parasitic Disease’ North American Victorian Studies Association (Pasadena, California) 23-27th Oct 2013.
‘Gregarious Gregarines and Vampiric Vectors: A Discussion of the Parasite as a Source of Numeric Anxiety’ British Association for Victorian Studies (Royal Holloway, University of London) 29-30th Aug 2013.
‘Dresden China and Fighting Machines: An Interrogation of the Parasitic Relationship and its Relevance to Victorian Social Biology in the Writings of H.G.Wells’ Battle of the Books: Literature versus Science (Bristol University) 23rd April 2013. 
“Wriggling and Jiggling Insider Her”: Anxieties of Transgression in the Host-Parasite Dichotomy’ Body Horror: Contagion, Mutation, Transformation. (Sydney, Australia) 11-13th Feb 2013. 

Invited Talks

'From Comic Sycophant to Gothic Monster: Reflections on the Literary Parasite' Arts & Humanities Discussion Group. St Annes, Oxford University 21st Nov 2013.
'Poets, Prophets, Pioneers: The Emergent Taxonomy of the Celebrity-Scientist in Late-Nineteenth Century Britain' Research Seminar Series. Keele University 5th Nov 2014.

Conference Organisation

Two Cultures or Coevolution? Literature and Science 1800-Present (Keele University) 12th May 2012. 
Departmental Postgraduate Symposium 2013 [Chair of the Steering Committee]

Arts Faculty Postgraduate Research Seminar Series 2013-2014 
[Co-organiser]

(Re)Imagining the Insect
: Natures and Cultures of Invertebrates, 1700-1900 7th March 2015 [co-organised with Elisabeth Wallman
]
Society Membership

British Society for Literature and Science (BSLS) 

North American Victorian Studies Association (NAVSA)

British Association for Victorian Studies (BAVS)

Modern Languages Association (MLA)
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