En278: Ends and Beginnings 		Seminar Tutor: Emilie Taylor-Brown
Seminar Room: Writer’s room/G.03		Office Hours: Mon 6-7pm, G.03


Ends and Beginnings: 
Late 19th & Early 20th Century Literature & Culture

Week 4: Margaret Harkness: In Darkest London (1889)

[image: ]
Points to Consider

- How does Harkness portray the Salvation Army? 
- What place, if any, does religion have in Slumdom? 
- What is the significance of the characterisation of Mr Pember and the yellow duckling metaphor? 
- Consider how the slum doctor characterises his and Captain Lobe’s work as a consequence of contracting “the disease of caring”. (65) What does this characterisation tell us? Why is caring deemed an external (and debilitating) agency? 
- What does it mean to say that the poor are victims of “a state of barbarism that some people call ‘civilisation’”? 
- How is disease entwined with urban geography? In what ways does this speak to the miasma versus contagia debate? 
- “I belong to the Salvation Army.” […] “I belong to a circulating library.” How does Harkness portray socialism and socialist ideals in contradistinction to religion? 
- In what ways does Harkness vilify capitalism?
- How and why does Harkness present her characters as allegories or “types”?

Radical Socialism and Population Economics

“Socialists teach combination, instead of competition; they demand the lands and the means of production for the people, and they say, “a bas the individualist”. It is just possible that the Church will have to study economics, if it wishes to hold its own in the struggle that is coming. At any rate, it can no longer put away the problem of poverty; it must scotch the snake, or the snake will coil about the neck of the Church and strangle it.”

“Force” “the survival of the fittest,” “surplus value”, all the names that puzzled her so much, that stood for things she could not grasp, she would have bartered at that minute for half an ounce of love, for a few grains of affection.”

A central feature of Marxist theory is the 'materialist' stance that social being determines consciousness. According to this stance, ideological positions are a function of class positions, and the dominant ideology in society is the ideology of its dominant class […] In fundamentalist Marxism, ideology is 'false consciousness', which results from the emulation of the dominant ideology by those whose interests it does not reflect […]'ideology becomes the route through which struggle is obliterated rather than the site of struggle' (Curran et al. 1982: 26).

Chandler, Daniel. “Marxist Media Theory” Visual Memory. 07 March 2014. Web. 15 Oct. 2014.

Archetypes and Stereotypes

“The labour mistress now appears for the first time before the public […she] will soon be made familiar to readers of fiction, for directly a new character appears on the boards of romance, she or he becomes the property of novelists. The strong-minded proletarian spinster will come before us in half a year hence in a variety of garments. She will be put in the novelist’s character-box and be made to dance with their other puppets. Before she becomes common property, readers are invited to look at her again, standing outside Mr Pember’s sanctum, shaking her fist at the capitalist.” 

Degeneration and Classification

The loafer’s mind is unknown as yet to psychologists. He has a mind, nevertheless, although he does his best to destroy it with narcotics and stimulants. Any one who cares to study it need not visit Whitechapel, but can find it in all parts of London. It is the mind of the parasite, the creature who is content to exist on other people. (13)
[…]
[bookmark: _GoBack]The thing that strikes one most about the East End life is its soddenness; one is inclined to think that hunger and drink will in time produce a race of sensationless idiots. (17) 
[…]
the women pinch us and throw things at our heads; they are more like demons than human beings. One ran after us yesterday with a kettle full of boiling water and threatened to scald us. 
[…]
“Animals could teach the people about here many a lesson,” remarked a young slum saviour […a baby here] can grow up to nothing but sin, and live to see nothing but misery. 

“So they visited lodging-house after lodging-house, and in all they found the same sort of people – men who for some cause or other had fallen out of the ranks of that great army-civilisation, who were sinking into the scum of London.”

Racism and Anti-Semitism

“[Whitechapel Road] is the most cosmopolitan place in London; and on a Saturday night, its interests reach a climax. There one sees all nationalities. A grinning Hottentot elbows his way through the crowd of long-eyed Jewesses. An Algerian merchant walks arm in arm with a native of Calcutta. A little Italian plays pitch and toss with a small Russian. A polish Jew enjoys sauer-kraut with a German gentile.”

“I never take on a Jewess. The East End is just overrun with foreign people, and that makes matters worse for the English […] Such a noise they make with their foreign gibberish! […] “What will become of them,” says I. “The Jewish Board of Guardians will fetch ‘em..and some sweater will take ‘em into his shop to undersell us English.” She stopped, short of breath. “No,” she continued, shaking her fist to give her words emphasis, “I never take on a foreigner. It’s bad enough for us English, and I won’t help to make matters worse by giving work to a Jewess.”

Salvation, Religion and Social Conditions

“Every religious organization has its peculiar phraseology, and to “send along” is a very common expression among the Salvation Army’s servants. Thus they pray that the Lord will “send along” a Bible, a dinner, a bed, anything that is wanted; and when things do not “come along” they declare that more faith is needed to bring them. They have a wonderful list of men to whom work has been “sent along” after conversion; and they forget that not only faith, but also hope and charity visited these men when the Salvation Army made them brethren.”

“Death and accident will always be upon the earth; and they will cause poor men and women to need our help. But to say that some people will, as long as the world lasts, be hungry and homeless is to put an interpretation on those Bible words that is quite ridiculous. Poverty of that sort is the outcome of social conditions; it is not a Divine fiat. 
[…]
[image: ]“You will belong to us some day,” Captain Lobe told her. But she shook her head. “The difference lies in the fact that you believe in immortality and I do not. That is why I say social conditions must and shall be altered […] you can afford to see human beings suffering here, because you think they will be happy hereafter.”  

Overcrowding

They reached a large human bee-hive, where five or six hundred people have cells to live in, and went up some dark stairs to find the room of the unfortunate woman whose fate it had been to have too many children. On the third floor they stopped to enter a place, about which buzzed an angry crowd of human insects.

“The settler comes to the poor as man to man, in the conviction that it means a misfortune to all parties and danger to the nation, if the different classes live in complete isolation of thought and environment. He comes to bridge the gulf between the classes.”Passmore Edwards Settlement (1897); now in Queen Square, Bloomsbury
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