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Stuart Hall
New Ethnicities
· A significant shift is happening in black cultural politics – one that is not definitive but the two phases overlap and are part of the same movement
· Both are rooted in politics of anti-racism and post-war experience of black people in Britain
· The first ‘moment’ is when the term ‘black’ was coined as a reference to the marginalisation and racism in Britain.
· The ‘black experience’ in this moment became hegemonic – the sense of the majority – over other ethnic identities, positioning black people as the invisible ‘other’ of predominantly white discourses
· The critique of this formed the conditions of a cultural politics designed to challenge the dominant regimes of representation where blacks are typically the objects but rarely the subjects of representation
· The black experience was often marginalised, simplified and stereotyped
· We are currently entering a new phase, however this does not lead to a substitution of one kind of politics for another but rather the struggle is moving forward and assuming new forms 
· Because of the ‘burden of representation’, black artists now struggle on two fronts
· The language of binary oppositions and substitutions no longer suffices
· This marks the ‘end of innocence’ of the notion of the essential black subject; ‘black’ is a politically and culturally constructed category
· We must therefore recognise the diversity and differentiation of the historical and cultural experience of black subjects
· However, things are not necessarily good or virtuous just because they are made by black people or deal with the black experience
· Politics does not work through reversal – we cannot replace the bad old white subject with the essential good black subject
· We must avoid the idea that all black people are the same, essentially a predicate of racism
· The question of the black subject cannot be represented without inclusion of the dimensions of class, gender, sexuality and ethnicity

Difference and Contestation
· Racism constructs boundaries between categories, leading to what Spivak calls ‘epistemic violence’ of the discourses of the Other
· Just as masculinity constructs femininity as a double, racism constructs the black subject in the same way, so fear and desire double for one another
· If the black subject is not constructed by Nature, it must be constructed historically, culturally or politically
· We are moving towards a new conception of ethnicity which engages rather than suppresses difference
· We must decouple ethnicity from its equivalence with nationalism, imperialism and racism
· We are all ethnically located in many ways and out ethnic identities are crucial to our sense of who we are, but we should not marginalise and/or forget other ethnicities
· The black experience should not be represented as self-contained and always right



