Modern World Literature week 7 presentation
· What is modern in this text?
· How does modernity operate? 
· What is ‘worldly’ in the text? 

The Painter of Modern Life, Charles Baudelaire 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Discredits the aristocracies and traditional painting for ones that are more realistic, modern down-to earth and relatable to normal people. He does not agree with categorising people into groups and criticises the rich through aesthetic examples.
I. BEAUTY , FASHION AND HAPPINESS 
· Discusses the concept of time and the beauty in the past was someone’s present as well as its historical value. The present is in essence tangible, right there in the moment as the ‘present’. 
· The ‘value of time’ is also seen in regards to fashion, the period is irrelevant as beauty can still be found within each attire of the present era.
· The past is able to recapture the ‘movement of life’ which in turn, becomes the present.
· In fact, Baudelaire questions the truth in modernity in stating that the present is just a mere copy of the past thereby nothing new truly surprises us e.g. French fashions. 
Beauty is comprised of: 
1) An element that is eternal and invariable absence of time, sense of boundlessness, everlasting (time space compression) 
2) Relative circumstantial element  

II. MANNERS AND MODES
· He states that the more time and beauty an artist puts into his work the more valuable it becomes, however, the very sense of everyday life imposes upon a certain speed of movement, therefore implying that it can never be executed to its full potential.
· He goes on to state that an artist may at the same time be a poet, novelist and moralist. Suggesting that he captures ‘the fleeting moment’ that is all that is eternal and of the present moment. 
III. AN ARTISIST, MAN OF THE WORLD, MAN OF CROWDS, AND CHILD 
· A sense of worldliness is presented through the anonymous artist of M.G. who is ‘obsessed by the world of images’ he is a ‘great traveller and very cosmopolitan.
· In his description of being a man of the world he is described to understand ‘the mysterious and legitimate reasons behind all its customs’. 
· In this way, it presented that the world is a shared space of creativity and perceptions whereby this artist is able to interact and take interest in all the works thereby interacting into the shared space of others perception of the ‘world’. 
· Key to this is curiosity, which is a passion driving man to push concepts and expand your knowledge. 
· The image of the ‘drunk’ child evokes a sense that during childhood all senses are heightened and we experience everything to the fullest and a deep sense of curiosity compels us. During these years there is no sense of pressure or limits set by time as naivety and innocence overrule us meaning that the sense of sublime can be experienced to the fullest. 
· Baudelaire talks of a sense of subline in ‘the ebb and flow, the bustle, the fleeting and the infinite’ there is a definite sense of a worldly being as to ‘be away from home and feel at home anywhere’. The image of light gives a sense of awe and wonder as he watches the world go by it seems ‘majestic and dazzling’ and he is ‘astonished’ and a feeling that he has be uplifted as his ‘soul will vibrate’. 


IV. MODERNTIY 
· Modernity is seen as a break from the past, therefore a concept which is new compared to what was before it, and notion which aims to ‘distil the eternal from the transitory’, that is to say that the perception of modernity is something that is never ending opposed to the temporary. 
· Time is constantly moving which means that the concept of what is ‘new’ is always changing thus it is described to be ‘transient’ and ‘fleeting’ that is why it is described that there is a new form of modernity for every painter of the past, as each progression into a new era leaves behind old fashions and trends and recreates these in a way which is supposedly ‘new’ and ‘modern’. 

IX. THE DANDY 
· A dandy man is concerned highly of his appearance, language and leisurely hobbies. 
· Baudelaire states they want to from originality within social conventions, so breaking away from the norms can be seen as a form of modernity.
· Moreover, Dandyism can be seen as a form of Romanticism and the linkage with appearance and political status became particularly apparent during the C18th. 
· In France, England, and Spain, dress daringly became a way of taking a stance towards the social and political upheaval of the period.  
· In particular, dandyism in France was seen as a response to the revolutionary movement and an opportunity to recover a political centre. 
· There was a fundamental shift in movement and thinking of people and this was reflected in the new ways in which men presented themselves.

The Swan, Charles Baudelaire

Features of modernity: 
· The ‘Swan’ is a lyrical poem which acts as a reaction to the old Paris demolition and destruction of the old town of Paris “the old Paris is gone” which was the same as the Greeks who pulled down the city of Troy. 
· The scene is described to be ‘changeable’ and the speaker does not recognise the new city scape which is taken up by ‘columns’ ‘weeds’ and ‘big rocks’. In this way it shows that modernity in ‘the swan’ is represented as a concept which is new to what was previously known before, shown through new landscapes which in turn are met by changing views, beliefs and outlooks. 
· The speaker is presented to be an urban capitalist and through Baudelaire’s work he has illustrated modernity through “the depiction of the crowded city”. Yet, in this new metropole there is a deep sense of isolation which is experienced as images of change are met by ‘melancholy’ and the new Paris is described as ‘scaffoldings’ that are simply building on the old Paris but does nothing to compare to its greatness. 

What is ‘worldy’ in the text?
· The poem was written to Victor Hugo who was living and writing as a political outcast in exile in the island of Guernsey.
· The very notion of exile marks the work as an active piece of writing and illustrates urban wandering on a global scale marking various perspectives of the world.
· Within this setting there is evidence of physical and temporal displacement which thus creates isolation and displacement. 

The eyes of the poor, Charles Baudelaire 

· Baudelaire shows the contrast between the rich and poor through portraying a difference in opinion whereby the speaker states it will be harder for the woman “understand” and thereby she acts as a representation for the rest of society. 
· The concept of modernity is shown through the ‘newly built boulevard’ which is a representation of commercialisation. 
· Moreover, the ‘café’ with the ‘new gas-jets’ is seen as a new source of beauty which is elaborate and ‘dazzling’ acting as a representation of the new found wealth in society and in turn, a reflection of those who have the money to spend here (the ‘gluttony’), they are portrayed to have freedom and have the ability to go and act as they want opposed to the oppression experienced by the poor. 

· Baudelaire draws up a stark contrast between the images of the wealthy and the poor and deprived members of society. The description of the ‘tired face’ and ‘grizzled beard’ creates a sense that they are unkempt and consumed by exhaustion. 
· They look upon the café with awe and ‘wonderment’ as their ‘eyes’ become ‘fixed’. However the father states that ‘though all the gold in our poor world has been spread over those walls’ indicating that will there may be extreme beauty this also requires extreme wealth.
· Baudelaire recognises that that there is a clear divide in society as the boy states that “only people who are not like us are allowed in” therefore this sets them apart as something lower is society who because of their lack of money are not allowed to partake in the activities of that the rich can.
· Yet, the speaker feels guilty or ‘ashamed’ ‘of our array of glasses and decanters, all so much bigger than our thirst’, showing that they may possess material goods that are in reality for show and they are enjoying much more than what is actually needed, therefore acting as a opposition to materialism and capitalism. The woman whom the speaker is addressing cannot appreciate the beauty of the café as she ‘can’t stand those people’ and is simply fixated by those who appear different to her as she uses the word ‘those’ to make them seem unworthy and almost of a different species. 
· Through ‘They eyes of the poor’ Baudelaire has opened up the eyes of the reader in showing the inequalities that exist but leaves the action down to the individual. 

A lost halo, Charles Baudelaire 
· Baudelaire opens the poem with a sense of shock and surprise as ‘I have every right to be astonished’, it was claimed that the shock effect was ‘centre of his work’. 
· There is a sense that there is an overwhelmingness of the urban life with the ‘chaos of traffic’. However, through the urban crowd one is able to separate from the surroundings and still maintain and sense of individuality. 
· The shock of the crowd causes the angel to lose his halo, but in this action he becomes part of the city and there is a sense of delight as his identity has now been concealed and is now ‘exactly the same’ thereby accepting his loss of identity and sense of physical displacement as the changing roles of modernity mean that there are less expectations when you are seen as the same as everyone else, in turn the crowd means that everyone is carried to the same location whereby everyone is going about their daily lives. 


Bash the poor, Charles Baudelaire 

· Dramatic and exaggerated
· Power struggle between the rich and poor  
· A criticism of commercialisation which was seen as a modern concept as with the books which are ‘making nations rich in twenty-four hours’. Seen to have little worth, mockery of the use of time. 
· Further development of global capitalism whereby public welfare pressures the poor into becoming slaves.
· States that a revolution is coming as the poor get bashed they will not continuously endure it and will fight back as ‘a man is only equal to another man if he can prove it’ 

The Drunken Boat, Arthur Rimbaud 
· The concepts of modernity and worldliness can be seen through the symbolic poetry which is reflection of a symbolic voyage. 
· The river is seen as a metaphoric symbol of being alive and the surging force of life whereby the poet has been freed from constraints. 
· Like Coleridge’s ‘Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ the poem is a tale of a strange water journey and thus a portrayal of a worldly voyage. 
· The boat has become drunken with intoxicating waters of limitless freedom through the breached hull. 
· The boast has lost rubber and anchor and thus the boat cannot be controlled and is thereafter free to let the water take it, echoing the liberation away from the constraints of family and society. 

