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[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][bookmark: _Hlk512429509]‘She was extraordinary .... Here was a woman who didn't want to get married, didn't want to have children like those other kitchen-sink heroines; no, Darling wanted to have everything.’
- Julie Christie
[bookmark: _Hlk512429606]London is the epitome of style and affluence in John Schlesinger’s Darling (1965) starring Julie Christie, Dirk Bogarde, and Laurence Harvey. Made at the height of the Swinging Sixties, a period of massive social and cultural change that emphasised the new and the modern, Darling focuses on the newly liberated youth located in the creative hub of London. This cultural revolution impacted various artistic mediums such as art, fashion, music, and the film industry, and no one personified this culture better than Julie Christie, whose performance in Darling received international acclaim and established her as one of the biggest stars of the decade.
Christie portrays Diana Scott, the embodiment of the modern 1960s woman. A gorgeous, carefree, and self-indulgent model, she seduces her way into the glamourous social scene and rises through the ranks to become London’s ‘It’ girl as the ‘The Happiness Girl’ in an advertising campaign. However, the lonely and superficial side to fame and fortune confronts her by the close of the film. This representation of an unpredictable, spontaneous, emotionally honest, and sexually active young woman shows how British cinema worked within the broader social context in an attempt to reflect contemporary attitudes. Sexuality became a major talking point through the contraceptive pill becoming available to all women in 1967 and the Profumo Affair that dominated the national consciousness from 1963-1964, while female sexuality became a way to exhibit the liberation of women from the constraints of the past. Some of this was even presented through the fashion, exhibited in the bold costuming of Christie in miniskirts (the film even won an Academy Award for Best Costume Design).
To this day, Darling remains Christie’s signature role (for which she won her only Academy Award for Best Actress) because of its unflinchingly look at female sexuality and female agency on screen. Like Bogarde and Mick Jagger, her stardom and impact represent a greatly changing film culture in Britain, and Darling exemplifies this in its lasting impact to this day.
										-Megan Sutcliffe 
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