His Apologeticall Narration of our Reverend

& and deare Brethren the learned Authors ofit, tss [o
Sull of; peaceablenc(fe, modefty, and candour 5 and withall
at this time i [eafonably necdfull, as well towards the |
vindication of the Froteftant party in generall, from the
afperfions of Incommunicablenefle within it felfe, and
Incompatiblene(le with Magiftracy s as of themfelves in

Particular, both againft mifreportings tyoms without ¢
Jome pofsible mijiaéngsjj‘}oé n{;tbin ‘.?aof: That bawn’/fr

o mine own part I have appeared on, and de il en.
clinet the Presbyteriall way of Church Government, et
doe I think it every way fit for the Preffe_.

'Charles Herle.
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AN
AroLoGETICALL INARRATION
OF SOME ¢

MINISTERS,
Formerly in Exile:
NOw
Members of the Aflembly of Divines.

UR eares have been of
late {o filled with a fudden
and unexpeted noyfe of
confufed  exclamations ,
|| (though not fo exprefly
Al directed againft usin par-
Si| ticular, yetin the interpre-
tation of the moft, reflect-
ingon us) that awakened
o L thereby , we are enforced
to anticipate a little that difcovery of our felves
| which otherwife we refolved to have leftro Time
and Experience of our wayes and fpirits,the trueft
| Difcoverers and fpreft Judges of all men and their
i adtions, . ; e e o
. And now we fhall begin to make fome appea-
]. fanceiato publique light, unto whofe view and
[ judgements fhould we (that have hitherto laine
under fo dark a cloud of manifold mif apprehenfi-
ons) at firfk prefent our felves , but the Supreame
Judicatory of this Kingdome, which is and hath
beeninalitimes the moft juft anid fevere Tribunall
' B for
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(2)
for guiltinefle to appeare before, much more ¢
dare to 2ppeals unto aod yet withall the moft 5
cred refugeand 4fylum for miftaken and mif judged
nnocence ¢
The moft, it not allofus, had. ten years fince
ifome more, fome leffe) feverall fetled Stationsin
the Miniftery, in places of publique ufe in the
Church,not unknownto many of yourfelves; byt
the finful evill of thofe corruptions in the publique
woithip and government of this Church, which
alidoe now {o generally ac,knou__ékedgc and decrie,
took hold upon our coneiences, long betore fome
others of our brethren ; And then haw impoffible
itwas tocontinue in thofe times our fervice and!
ftandings, all mens apprehenfions will readily ag.
uit us, , S T
3 Neither ar the ficht did we fee arlook fifrthes
thenthe dark part, the evill of thofe fuperftitions
adjoyned to the worfhip of Gad, which bave
been the common fiumbling block and offence of
many thoufand tender confciences, both in our
ownand our neighbour Churches, ever fince the
firft Reformation of Religion: which yet was e-
nough to deprive us of the publique exercife of our
Minifteries, and together therewithas the watch-
tulnefle of thofe times grew) of our perfonall par.
ticipation in fome ordinances s and further expofed
us eitherto perfonal] violence and perfecution, or
ancxile to avoidit: Which latter we did the ra-
ther choofe,. that fo the ufe and exercife of our
Minifteries ' for which we were borne and live)
might not be wholly loft, norour felves rcm‘ziin
C=
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debarred from the enjoyment of the Ordinances
of Chrift, which we account our birth-right, and

beft portion inthis life.
Thisbeing our condition, we were caft upon
a farther neceflity of enquiring into and viewing
the light pars, the pofitive parc of Church-worfhip
and Government ; And to that end to fearch out
what were the firft Apoftolique directions,pattern
and examples of thofe Primitive Churches recor-
ded in the New Teftament, as that {acred pillar of
fire to guide us. And in this enquirie, we lookt up-
onthe word of Chrift as impartially,and unpreju-
dicedly,as men made of flefh and bloed are like to
doe in any juncture of time that may fall out ; the
places we went to, the condition we werein, the
company we went forth with, affording no temp-
tation to byas us any way, but leaving us as frecly
to be guided by that light and touch Gods Spirit
fhould by the Word vouchfafe our confciences, as
the Needle toucht with the Load-ftone is in the
Compaffe: And wehad (of all men) the greateft
reafon to be true to our own confciences in what
we thould embrace, feeingit was for our confcien-
cesthat we were deprived at once of what ever
wasdearto us, We had no new Common.wealths
torear, to frameChurch-government unto,where-
ofany one piece mightftandin the others ‘h_ghg,_ to
caufethe leaft variation by usfrom the Primitive
pattern ;s We had no State-ends or Politicall inte-
refts to comply.with ; No Kingdoms in our eyeto
fubdue unto out mould 5 (which yet will be coexi-
ftent with the peace of any form'of Civil Govera-
B2 ment
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ment on carth) No preferment or worldly refpegs
to fhape our opinions for : Wehad nothing clfe ¢o
doe but fimply and fingly to confider how to wor.
fhip God acceptably, and fo moft according to hjs
word, ' ‘

We werenot engaged by Education or o:her.
wifctoany other of the Retormed Churches ;And
although we confulted with reverence whatthey
hold forth both in their writings and practice, yet
we could not but fuppofe that they might not fee
into all things about worfhipand government,their
inentions being moft fpent (as alfo of our firft Re.
formers in England) upon the Reformation in Do.
&rine, in which they had a moft happy hand : And
we had with many others obferved, that alchough
the exercife of that Government had been accom-
panied with more peace,yet che Practicall parr, the
power of godlineffe and “the profeffion thereof ,
with difference from carnall-and formall Chritti
ans, had not been advanced and held forth amon
them, as in this our owne Ifland, as themfelves
have generally acknowledged. We had the advan-
tage of all that light which the congi@s of our
owne Divines (the good old. Non-conformifts)
had ftruck forth in their times ; And the draughts
of Difcipline which they had drawn 5 which we
fopnd notin ajl things the very {ame with the pra-
€tifes of the Reformed Churches s And what they
had written came much more commended to us,
notonely becaufe they were our own, butbecaufe
fealed with their manifold and biteer fufferings.
We had likewife the fatall mifcarriages dnd fhip:

wracks

Ly A S

(s .
wracks of the Separation (whom ye call Browsifts)
as Land-marks to fore-warn us of thofe rocks and
fhclves they ran upon 5 which alfo did puc us upon
anenquiry into the principles that might be the
caufes of their divifions. Laft of .all, we had the
recent and later example of the wayes and praci-
ces (and thofe improved toa better Edition and
greater refinement, by all the fore-mentioned
ﬁclps) of thole multitudes of godly men of our
own Nation , almoft to the number of another
Nation, and among them fome as holy and judici-
ous Divines as this Kingdome hath bred ; whofe

fincerity in their way hath been teftified before all .

the world,and wil be unto all generations tocome,
by the greaceft undertaking (but that ofour father
Abraham out ot his own countrey, and his feed after
him) a tranfplanting themfelves many thoufand
miles diftance, and that by fea, into a Wildernes,
meetly to worfhip God more purely , whicher to
allure them there could be no other invitement.
Andyet we ftill ftood as unengaged 1Pe&ator§,f1'cc
to cxamine and confider what truth isto be found
inandamongft all thefe, (all which we look upon
as Reformed Churches) and this nakedly accord-
ing tothe word 5 We refolved not to take up our
Religionby or from any partie, and yet toapprove
and hold faft whatfoever is good inany,though
never {o much differing from us, yea oppofite un-
tous.

And for our own congregations, we meanc of
England (in which thorough the grace of Chrift
we were converted, and exercifed our Minifteries

' B 3 long,
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long,to the converfion ot many cthers) Wehaye
this fincere profeffion to make before God and af]
the world, that all thar conlcience of the defile-
ments we conceived to cleave to the trye wortfhip
of Godinthem, orof the unwarranted power in
Churgh Governours exercifed therein, did never
work inany of usany other thought, much leffe
opinion, but that multitudes of che affembliesand
parochiall congregations thereof, were e true
Churches and Body of Chrift ; and the Miniftery
thereof 4 true Miniflery : Much leffe did itever eq-
ter into our hearts to judge them dntichrifiay .
we [aw and cannot but fee that by the fame rea.
fonthe Churches abroadin Scotland,  Holland,civc.
(thpug_h more rcformcd)yct for their mixture mugt
bc.m lxk.c manner judged no Churches alfo,which
tolmagine or conceive, is and hath ever been an
horrour to our thoughts. Yea we alwayes have
profeffed, & that inthefe times when the Churches
ofEngland were the moft,citheractually overfpread
with defilements,or in the greateft danger there-
of, and when our felves had leaft,yea no hopes of
ever {o much as vifiting our own land againin
peaceand fatety to our perfons ; that we bothdid
and would hold a communion with them as the
Churches of Chrift, And befidesthis profefiion,
as arcall teftimony thereof, fome of . us after we,
actually,were in this way of communion, baptized
our children in Parifhionall conoregatiorzs and (as
we hadoccafion ) did offer o re?civc into ti‘le com-
munion ofthe Lords Supper with us, fome (whom
weknew godly that come to vifit us when we were

in
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in our exile) upon thar relation, fellowthip, and
commemberfhipthey held intheir parifh Churches
in England,they profefling themfelves to be mem-
bers thereof,and belonging thereunto.  What we
have fince our rcturne publiquely and avowedly
made declaration of to this purpofe, many hun-
dredscan witnefle,, and fome of our brethren in
their printed bookes candidly do teftify for us.

Andaswe alwayes held this refpe& unto our
own Churches in this Kingdome, fo wereccived
and were entertained with the like from thofe re-
formed Churches abroad, among whom we were
cafttolive, we both murually gave and received
the right hand of fellowfhip, which they on their
parts abundantly manifefted by the very fame
charaGers and reftimonies of difference which are
proper to their own Orthodoxe Churches, and
whereby they ufe to diftinguifh them from all
thofe feéts (which they tollerate,but not own)and
all theaflemblies of them (which yet now we are
here fome would needs ranke us with) grantingto
{fome of us their own Churches,or publique places
for worfhip,to affemble in, where them(elves met
for the worfhip of God at differing houres the fame
day: As likewife the priviledge of ringing a pub-
lique Bell to call unto our meetings:which we men-
tion becaufe it is amongf them made the great
fignall of difference between their own allowed
Churchesand allother affemblies, unto whom it
is ftriétly prohibited and forbidden, as Guiciardine
hath long fince obferved - And others of us found
fuchacceptance with them,thatin teftimony there-

of
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of they allowed a full and fiberall maintenance an-
nually forour Minifters, yea and conftantly alfo
Wine for our Communions.  And then we again
on our parts, not onely held all brotherly corre.-
fpondency wich their Divines, but received alfo

- fome of the members of their Churches (whode-

firedto communjcate with us ) unto communion
inthe Sacraments and other ordinances, by virtue
of their relation ot memberfhip retained in thofe
Churches.

Now for the way & praétices of our Churches,
we give this briete and generall account, Our
pablique worfhip was made up of no other parts
then'the worfhip of all other reformed Churches
dothconfiftof, ~ As, publique and folemne pray-
ers for Kings and all in anthority, &rc. the reading
the Scriptures of the Old and” New Teftament
Expofition of them as occafion was 5 and conftant
preaching of the word ; the adminiftration of the
two Sacraments, Baptifme to infants,and the Lords

Supper ; finging of Plalmes ; collections for the -

poor,&c.every Lords day.  For oOfficers and pub-
lique Rulers in the-Church, we fet up no other but
the very fame which the reformed Churchesjudge
neceflary and fufficient, and as infticuted by Chrift
and his Apoftles for the perpetuall government of
his Church, thatis, Paftors, Teachers, Ruling El-
ders, (withusnot lay but Ecclefiaftique perfons

teparated to that fervice) and Descons. And for
the mateer of, governement and cenfures of the Chirch,
we had nor cxecuted any other but what all ac-

know-
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knowledge, namely , Admonition, and Excorrmu-
nicativn upon obftinacic and impenitencie, (which
we blefle God we never exercifed. ) This latter we
judged fhould be putin exccution,for no other kind
of fins then may evidently be prefumed to be pez-
petrated againft che parties known light ; as whe-
theritbea fin in manners and converfation, fuch
asis committed againt the light of nature, or the
common received practices of Chriftianity, pro-
feffed inall the Churches of Chrift ; orit in opiai-
ons, then fuch, as are likewife contrary to the re-
ceived principles of Chriftianity, and the power of
godlinefle, profeflfed by the party himfelfe, and
univerfally acknowledged in  all the reft of the
churches,and no other fins to be the fubje of that
dreadful fentence,

And for our dire¢tions in thefe or what ever eliz
requifite to the manage ofthem,we had thefe three
Principles more efpecially in our eye, to guide and
fteere our practice by.

Furft, the fupreame rulewithout us, was the Pri-
mitive patterne and example of the churches ere-
¢ted by the Apoftles. Our confciences were pot-
fefled with that reverence and adoration of the Ful-
nefle of the Scriptures, that there is therein acome
pleat fufficiencie, as to make the mam of Gof perf iF,

fo alfo to make the Churches of God priesd,
(meere circumftances we except, or what rules
the law of nature doth in common dictate)} i e
directions and examples therein delivered were
fully known and followed. And alchongh we can-
not profefle that fufficicncy of knowledge as m\%:cs
C e
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able to lay farth all thofe rules therein which ma
meet with all cafes and emergencies thae may oy
ior‘nc‘limcs didfal our among(t us, or that nay give
fatistaction unroall Queres pofiible to be putunto
us ; yet we found principles enough, not onely fun-
damentall and cflential to the being ofa Church
but fuperfiructory allo tor the wel-being of it and
thofe to us cleare and certaine , and fuchas x;ﬂght
well ferve to preferve our Churches in peace and
from offence, and would comfortably guide us to
heavenin a faic way : And the obfervation of o
many of thole particulars to be laid forth in the
Word, became to us a more certaine evidence and
cleare confirmation that there were the like rules
and ruled cafes forall occafions whatfoever. if we
wereableto difcernethem. And for all fuch cafes
wherein we faw not a cleare refolntion from Scrip-
ture, example, or dire&ion > wee ftil profefled]
fqucm%cd, untill God fhould give us further light
not daring to ecke out what was defe@ive in our
light in matters Divine wich humane prudence
(the fatall errour to Reformation ) left by fazw'ng,
any piece of the old ¢armens unto the new, we Thould
make the rent worfe, we having this promife of
grace for our enconragement in this, which in our
publique Affemblies was often for our comfort
f:,i,:t:,?frf’ that in thys doing the will of God we (howld

llA Icc.ond Principle we carryed along with usin
all our refolutions, was, Notto make our prefent
¥1fgemenr and pradice 3 binding law unto our

elves for the future, which we in like manner made
con-

(11

continuall profeffion of upon all occafions. We had
too greatan inftance of our own frailry in the for-
mer way of our conformity ; and therefore in a jea-
loufie ot our felves, we kept this referve, (which
we made openand conftant profeifions of) to alter
and retra¢t (though not lightly ) what ever fhould
be difcovered to be taken up out of a mif-under-
ftanding of the rule : Which Principle wee with
were (mext tothat moft fupreame, namely, to be
in all things guided by the perfe@ wil of God)
cnadted as the moft facred law of all other, in the
midft of all other Laws and Canons Ecclefiaftical
in Chriftian States and Churches throughout the
world, :

Thirdly, we are able to hold forth this true and
jut Apologie untothe world, Thatin the matters
of greateft moment and controverfie, we ftil chofe
to practice fafely,and fo, as we had reafon to judge
that all forts, or the moft of all the Churches did
acknowledge warrantable, although they make
addjtaments thereunto.

Forinftance: Whereas one great controverfie
of thefe times is about the qualification of the Mem-
bers of Churches, and the promifcuous receiving
and mixture of good and bad 5 Therein we chofe
the better part, and to be fure, received in none
but fuch as all the Churches inthe wotld would
by the balance of the Sanétuary acknowledge
faithful. And yet in this we areable to make this
truc and juft profeifionalfo, That the Rules which
we gave up our judgements unto, to judge thofe

vvereceived in amongft us by, vvere of that la-
C2 titude
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tcude as would takein any member of Chrift, the
meancft,in whom there may be fuppofed to be the
leaft of Chrift, and indeed frich and no other as gl
the godly in'this Kingdome carry in their bolomes
to judge others by, We took meafure of no mans
holineffe by his opinion, whether concurring with
us, oradverfeunto us; And Churches made up

of fuch,we were fure no Proteftant could byt ap-.

prove of, (as touchingthe members of ity tobe a
true Church, with which communjon mighe be
held. Againe, concerning the great ordinance of
Publique Prayer and the Lyturgie of the Church
Whereas there is this greatcontroverfie upon it a-
bout the lawfulnefle of fet formes prefcribed ; we
practiced (withoyt condemning others) what all
fides doe allow, and themfelves doe praétice alfo,
that the publique Prayers inour Affemblies fhould

be framed by the meditationsand ftudy of our own

Minifters , out of their own gifts, (the fruits of
Chifts Afcenfion) as well as their Sermons ufe to
be. Thisvve vvere fure ali allowed of, though
they fuperadded the other. So likewife for the go-
vernment and difcipline in the Charches, however
the pradtice of the Reformed Churches is in grea-
fer matters to govern each patticular congregation
by acombined Presbyterie of the Elders of feveral
congregations united in one for government, yet
{o, asin their judgements they allow,efpeciallyin
fome cafes, aparticylyr congregation, an entire
and compleat power of juri{diion to be exercifed
by the Elders thereof withiq itfelfe; Yeaand our
own Mafter Cartwright, ho Y Baynes, and other old

Non-.
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Non-conformifts, place the power of Excommu-
nication in the Elde. fhip ot each particularChurch

withthe confent of the Church,untill they do mif-’

1y, and then indeed they fubject them te fuch
ffrlcls){),y?crial and Provincia}i Affemblies as the
proper refuge tor appeales and for compounding
of differences among(t Churches; which combi-
nation of Churches others ofthem therefore call
Ecclefie orte , but particular congregations Elcv(lie-
fiz prim., as wherein firftly the power and priviledg

‘ofa Churchisto be exercifed. And vvithall vve

couldnot but imaginc,thac the firft Churches plan-
ted by the Apoftles, were oxjgimanly of nomore in
one city at firft then might make up one entlerF
congregation, ruled by their own Elders, that]a o
preached.to them 5 tor that in cver):.cuy Hneig
they came, the number” of converts ud. or 1(}11
arife tof{uch a multicude as to make feveraland ém-
dry congregations, or that the Apottles glllo;lcf maI {/
the fetting up ofany Churches at all,until they

to fuch anumerous multiplication as might make

fuch a Presbyterial combination, we did not m}:n;
gine. We found alfv thofe Nen corformifts Snccilr
wrote againft the Epifcopal Govcrnmc.rrxc) ml Py
Anfwerto the Arguments ufed for Epifcopa l

vernment over many Churches,brought fromlt i
inftances ofthe multitude of Beleevers a'tfemj;:l e,
and other places and cities, mentioned in ‘thfs“‘ l():Iw
Teftament, to affert that it could not be 1nla /1”):
proved that any of thofe vve readé ofin tlcef;‘d-
and elfewhere; vvereyetfo nnmcroqs,las' n(c)(r:1 -
rily to exceed the limits o(f: o;e particulay cga?ion
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gation in thofe firft tilncsj}) We found it alfo gr

ted by them all, that there fhould be (cver:%l g.
ders inevery congregation, who had power ove;
themin the Lord ; and we judged that all thof,
precepts,ebey your Elders, and them tha areovey ouc
were (to be fure, and i grant it) meantotyth’
Paftoursand Teachers,and other Eldc*rschatwcre
{etover themin each particular congregation re.c
{pectively,and to beas certainly the intendmene o;‘
the holy Ghott, as in thofe like commands, Wiyes

- obey your owne hushands, Seryanss Your own governouys
< ?

to be meant of their feveral Families refpedtivel
We could not therefore but judgeita fafe myd
anallowed way to retiine the government of :)ur
feverall congregations for matter of difcipline
within themfelves, to be exercifed by thcir%wn
I?lderS, whereof we had (for che moft part of the
time we were abroad) three at leaft in cach coﬁ-
gregauon, whom we were fubject to - yet not

clayming to our felvesan independent power in ever
congregation, to give account or be fubject tg
none others, but onely a ful and encire power com-
pleat within our felves, until we fhould be challen-
gedtoerre grofly ; fuch as Corporations enjoy, who
have the power and priviledge to paffe fentence for
life & death within them felves,and yet are accout\L
{)abtlg to tfil.c State they livein, Bue that e fhoulci
¢ themftitution of Chrift oy his Apottles,that the

that
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that authority over thofe Churches they feed and
teach not ordinarily by virtue of thofe fore-men-
tioned Apoftolicall precepts, was to usa queftion,
and judged to be an additament unto the other,
which therefore refted on thofe that allowed us
whatwe praétifed, over and above, to make evi-
dent and demontftrate (and certainly of all other
the challenge of all {piritual power from Chrift
had need have a cleare patwent to fhew for it)
Yea wee appeale further unto them that have
read bookes, whether untill thofe latter wrytings
of the two reverend and learned Divines of Scotland
fet forth after our returp, nor much more then two
yeeres fince, and others of no elder date from Ho/-
land, and one of our ew#z Divines more lately writ-
ten with much learning and ingenuity 5 there hath
been much fettly and direétly or with ftrength in-
fifted on to prove that governement; and although
afferr and inculcate irthey doas their opinions, yet
the full ftrength and ftreame of our Non-confor-
mifts wrytings and others are {pent rather inargu-
ments againft, & forthe overthrowing the Epifco-
pall government , and the corruptions that cleave
to our worfhip, and in maintayning thofe feverall
Officers in Churches which Chrift hath infticuted
in ftead thereof ¢in which we fully agree with
them) then in the proofe of a combined clafficall
Presbyteriall government as it is euthoritatively
practifed inthe moft reformed Churches.

And whereas the common prejudice and excep-
tion laid into all mens thoughts againft us and our

opinions is,that in fuch a congregationall governe-
' ment
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ment thus entire within ic felf, thereis no allowed
fufficient remedy for mifcarria ges,though never fo
grofle; no reliefe for wrongtul fentences of per-
fons injured thereby ; no roome forcomplaintS:
no powerful or cffeual means to reduce g
Church or Churches thar fal into hercﬁc,fchifme,
&c. but every one is lefe and may take liberty
without controule to do whatjs goodin their own
cyess we have (through the good providence of
God upon us) trom the avowed declarations of
our judgements among our Churches mutually du-
ring our exile;and tharalfo confirmed by the moft
folemne inftance of oy practice, wherewithro vin-
dicate our felves and way in this particular ; which
upon no other occafion we fhould eyer have made
thus publique.

God o ordered it that 2 feandal] and offence fell
out between thofe very Churches whilftiiving in
this banithment (whercof we our felves,that write
thefe things, were then the Minifters) one of our
Churches having unhappily depofed one of their
Minifters,the otherjudged’jt not onely as toc fud-
daine an aét (having proceeded ina matter of fo
great moment withouye confulting “their fifter
Churches, as was publiquely profeffed we fhould
have done'in fuch cafes ofconcerncmcnt) buralfo
in the proceedings thereof 2 too fevere,and not
managed 2ccording tothe ryfes laid down in the
word,  Inthis cafc oyr Churches did mutually
and univerfally acknowledge and fubmic ro this as
a facred and undoubred principle and fupreame
lawto be obferved amongall Churches,that as by

virtue
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virtue of that Apoftolical command , Churches as
wel as particular men are bound to give no :ﬁme Aes-
ther so Iew norGentile,nor the Churches of Godthey live
amongft.Sothat in ali cafes offugh offenceor duxffc-
rence,bythe obligation of the comon law of comu-
nion of Charches, & tor the windication of the glory of
Chrift,which in comon they hold ferth,the church
or churches chalenged to offend or differ,are to fub-
mit them{elves (upon the challenge of the offence
orcomplaint of the perfon wronged) to the moft
tull & open tryall & examination by other neigh-
bour Churches offended thereat,of what ever hath
giventhe offence:And further,that by thevirtue of
the fame and like law of ot partaking in other mens
fins,the Churches offended may & oughte ugonlthc
impenitency ofthofe Churches, perfifting intheir
errour and mifcarriage to pronounce that heavy
fentence, againft them , of with-drawing and rqi
nouncing allChriftian communion with them unt;t
they do repent 5 And furtherto declare and pro;c
this,with the caufes thercof,l]tolg!il other Churches
of Chrift,that they may do the like. ‘

gnd what f'urtg'er 43:/Jority,or proceedings pure-
ly Ecclefiafticall, of one,or many fifter Churc[n:fsF to-
wards another whole Church, or Churchesq en-
ding, either the Scriptures doe hold fortl;, ‘;\51 c:_n
rationally be put in execution (without the ‘a:élc;
ftrates interpofing a power of another nature,d un 0
which we upon his particular cognifance, an bcx'r
mination of fuch caufes, profefle ever to fubmir,
and alfo to be moft vvilling to have recourfe unto)

.And
for our parts vve favv not gxcn,nor doyetfee ﬁl?c
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likewile we did then fuppofe, and doe i

principle of(ubmifﬁongg"cll;urc hes th);ctt’r;l}%ct;rhrls
unto other Churches offended, together with thjs
other, that it isa command from Chrift enjoyned
to Churches thatare finally offended to dcno}l,mce
fuch a fentence of Non-communisn and withdrawin,
from them whilft im penitent,as unworthy to holg
forththe name of Chrift, (thefe principles bein

received and generally acknowledged by th%
Churches of Chriftto be a mutua]] duty, as ftrj&-
ly cnjoyned them by Chrift as any other) that
thefe would be as effeétuall means (through the
blefling of Chrift) to awe and preferve Churches

and their Elders in their dutics, as that other of

claimeto an authoritative power Ecclefiattical to
Excommnnicate other Churches or theirElders of-
fending ; For if the one be compared with the o-
ther, in ameerc Ecclefiaftial notion, That of Ex-
communication pretended hath bue chis more in it
Thatitis a delivering of whole Churches and their
Elders offending unto Satan, (for which we know
Mo warrant inthe Scriptures, thar Churches thould
have fuch apowerover other ChurchesyAnd then
asfor the binding obligation both of the one wa

&the other, it can befuppofed to lye but in thefe 2y
things ; Firft, in a warrant and injun&ion givenb ;
Chrift to his Churches,to pat cither the one orth?:v

-that mens confci
peherina e _ s confciences
gly taken therewith, fo as to’ fubjeét

com-
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combined to excommunicate other Churches,&c.
to be the ordinance of God, yetunlefle it doe take
hold of mens confciences,and be received amongft
all Churches, the offending Churches will fleighe
allfuch Excommunicationsas much, as they may be
fuppofed to doe our way of proteftation and fen-
tence of Nen-communion. On the other fide, let this
way of ours be but as ftrongly entertained, as that
whichisthe way and command of Chrift, and up-
onalloccafions be heedfully put in execution, it
will awe mens confciences as much, and produce
the fame effe@ts.  And if the Magiftrates power
(to which we give as much, and (as we think)
more, then the principles of the Presbiteriall go-
vernment will {uffer them to yeeld) doe but aflift
and back the fentence of other Churches denoun-
cingthis Non-communion againft Churches mifcar-
rying, according to the nature of the crime,as they
judge meet , and-as they would the fentence of
Churches excommunicating other Churches in
fuch cafes, upon their own patticular judgement of
the caufe ; then,without all controverfic this our
way of Church proceeding wil be every way as

 effectuall as their other can be fuppofed to be ; and

we are fure,more brotherly and more fuited to that
liberty and equality Chrift hath endowed his
Churches with. But without the Magiftrates inter-
pofing their authority, their way of procecding
will be as ineffeGuall as ours 5 and more lyable to
contempt,by how much itis pretended to be more
authoritativesand to inflié& a more dreadful punifh-
ment,which carnall {pirits are feldome fenfible of.
This for our judgements. D2 And
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And for a reall evidence and demonftration both thap
ths was then, our judgements, as likewife for an
inftance of the etfectuall fuccefle of fuch a2 courfe
held by Churchesin fuch cafes, ourown pradtice,
andthe bleffing of God thereon, may plead and tc’-
ftific forusto all the world. The manage of this
tranfg&i%nhin bricfe wasthis,

That Church which (with others) was
fcandalized,did by letters declare theig offencémr)g
quiring of theChurch(fuppofedto be) oﬂ"cndin’g in
the name and for the vindication of the honour’of
Chrift,and the releeving the party wronged, to
yeelda full and publique hearing before all the
Churches of our Nation, orany other whomfo-
ever,offended,of whatthey could givein chargea-
gainft their proceedings in'that depofition of their
Minifter,and to fubject themfelvesto an opentry-
alland review of all thofe forepaffed carriages that
concerned that particular ; which they moft cheer-
fully and readily (according to the fore-mentioned
principles) fubmitted unto, in 4 place , and flare
where no outward violence or any other externalt
authority either civilor ecclefiafticall would have
enforced them thereunto : And accordingly the
Minifters of the Church offended with other two
Gentlemen, of much worth, wildom and piety,
members thereof, were fent as Meffengers from
that Church ; and at the introduétion and entrance
;n:ohthat folemne affembly the folemnity of which
(x::zlt] lefras deep an impreflion upon our hearts of
Chrifts dreadfull_ prefence as ever any we have
been prefentat, ) it was openly and publiquely pro-
feffed

21
fefled ina fpeech that was the preface to that dif-
cuffion,to this effe, ¢¢ That it was the ‘moft to be
¢ abhorred maxime thatany Religion hath ever
<« made profeffion of jand therefore of all other the
“ moft contradi¢tory and difhonourable unto that
<« of Chriftianity, that a fingle and particular feci:
¢ety of men profefling the name of Chrift, and
¢ pretending to be endowed with a power from
« Chiift to judge them thatare of the fame body
¢ and {ociety within them{elves,fhould further ar-
“rogate unto themfclves am exemption from
“givingaccountor being cenfurable by any other,
“cither ChriftianMagiftrateabovethem,or neigh-
“bour Churches abour them. So far wereour
judgements from that independent liberty that is
imputed to us,then,when we had leaft dependency
on this kingdom,or fo much as hopes ever to abide
thereinin peace. And fortheiffue and fuccefle of
this agitation, after there had been for many dayes
as judiciary and fulla charge,tryall, and depofition
of witnefles openly afore all commers of all forts,
ascan be expeéted in any Court where Authority
enjoynsit,that Church, which had oftended, did as
publiquely acknowledge their finfull aberration
init, reftored theit Miniffer to his place again, and
ordered afolemn day of fafting to humble them-
felves afore God and men,for their finfull carriage
init; and the party alfo which had been depofed
did acknowledge to that Church wherein he had
likewife finned. ,

Thus we have rendred fome{mal account ofthofe,

the faddeftdays of our pilgrimage oncarth,wherein
’ D3 although
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although we enjoycd God, yet befides many other
miferies (the companions ‘Of banithment) we loft
fome friends and companions,our tellow {ab ourers
inthe Gofpel,as precious men as this earth beares
any, through the diftemper of the place, and our

felves came hardly off that fervice with our
healths, yea lives.

When it pleafed God to bring us his poor Exiles
back again in thefe revolutions of the times asalfo
ofthe condition of this kingdom,into our own land
(the pouring forth of manitold prayers and teares
for the profperity whercof, had been no fmal] art
of that publique worfhip we offered up to God jn
a ftrange land 5 ) we found the judgement of man
of our godly learned brethren in the Miniftery
(that defired a general reformatiop ) todiffer from
ours in fome things, wherein we do'profcffcdly
judge the CalvinianReformed Churches of the firft
reformation from out of Popery,to ftand in necd of
a further reformation themfelves; Andit may with-
out prejudice cothem,ortheimputation of Schifme
tnus from them, be thought, that they comming
new out of Popery (as well as England) and the
founders of that reformation not having 4poftelique
infallibility, might not be fully perfeét the fift day.
Yeaand it may hopefully be conceived, that God
in his fecret,yer wife and gratious difpen({ation had
left England more unveformed astouchingthe out-
ward form,both ofworfhip &Churchgovernment
then the neighbour Churches were having yet’
powerfully continued 1 conftant cun’ﬂi& and con-

tention
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tention for a further Rcfozrmation for thefe foure-
fcore ycers ; during which time he had likewife in
ftead thereof blefled them with the fpiricual light
(and that encreafing) of the power of Religion in
the Practique part of it (hining brighter and clearer
then in the neighbour Churches,as having in hisin-
finite mercy on purpolereferved and provided fome
bater thing for this Nation when it fhould come to
be reformed,that the other Churches might not be
made perfect without it, asthe Apoftle {peaks,

We found alfo (which was as great an affliGion
tous as our former troubles and banifhment) our
opinions and wayes (wherein we might feem to
differ) environed about with a cloud of miftakes
and mifapprehenfions, and our perfons with re-
proaches,Befides other calumnies, as of [chifme_,
&c. (which yet muft either relate to a differing
from the former Ecclefiaftical Government of this
Church eftablifhed, and then who is not involved
inicas well as we 2 orto that conftitution and go-
vernment thatis yet tocome; and untill that be
agreed on, cftablithed and declared, and agually
exift,there can be no guilt or imputation of Schime
fromit) That proud and infolent title of /ndepen-
dencie was affixed unto us,asour claime; the very
found of which conveys to all mens apprehenfions
the challenge of an exemption of all Churches
from all fubjection and dependance, or rather a
trumpet of defiance againft what ever Power, Spiri-
tuall or Ciwill; which we doe abhor and deteft: Or
¢lfe the odious name of Brownifme, together with
all cheir opinions as they have ftated and maintafji

ne




(24)

ned them, muit needs be owned byus: Alchough
upon the very firft declaring our judgements in the
chiefand fundamental point o all Church aifcipline,
and likewife fince, it hath been acknowledged that
we differ much from them.  And wee did then,
and doe here publiquely profefle, we beleeve the
uueh to lye and confift in a middle way betwixt thar
which is fally charged on us, Brownifine ; and thar
which is the contention of thefe times, the anthors.
1ative Preshyseriall Government in all the fubording.
tions and proceedings of it.

And had we beenled in our former wayes, and
our removall out of this Kingdome by any fuch
fpirit of faition and divifion, or of pride and fingu-
larity, (which are theufual grounds of all Schifme)
we had fince our returns again during this intermi-
fticall feafon, tentations, yea provocations enough
to havedrawn forth fuch a fpirit having manifold
advantages to make and encreafe a partie , which
we have notinthe leaft atcempted. We found the
{pirits of the people of this Kingdome that profefle
or pretend to the power of godlineffe ( they finding
themfelves to be fo much at liberty, and new
come out of bondage) ready to take any impref-
fions, and to be caft into any mould that hath but
the appearance of a ftricer way. And we found
that many of thofe mifts that had gathered about
us, or were rather caft upon our perfons in our ab-
fence,began by our prefenceagaine, and the blef-
fingof God uponus, in a great meafure to featter
and vanifh, without {peaking a word for our felves
or Caufe.

But

. (25) )

Bucthrough the grace of Chrift, our {pirits are
and have been {o remote from fuch difpofitions &
aymes, that on the contrary we call God and men
towiznes our conftant forbearance,either to publih
our opinions by preaching (although we had the
Pulpits free) or to print any thing of our owne or
others for the vindication of our felves (although
the Preffes were.more free then the Pulpits) or to
act for our {elves or way; although we have been
from the firft provoked untoalltheleall forts of
wayes, both by the common mif-underftandings
and mil-reprefentations of ouropinions and pra-
cliles,together with incitements to this State not
toallow us the peaceable praétifes of our Confei-
ences, which the Reformed Churches abroad al-
lowed us, and thefe edged with calumnies and re-
proaches caft upon our perfons in princ 5 and all
thefe heightned with this further prejudice and
provocation,that this our filence was interpreted,
that we were eitherathamed of our opinions, or a-
bleto fay little for them ; when as an the other
fide (befides all other advantages) Books have
been written by men of much worth, learning,and
authority, with moderation and ftrength, to pre-
poflefle the peoples minds againft what are fuppo-
led our Tenets. But weknew and confidered that
it was the fecond blowthas makesthe quarrell,and that
the beginning of frife would have been as the bres-
king in of waters; andthe fad and confcientious ap-
prehenfionof the danger of rcm’img. and dividing
thegodly Proteftant party ia this Kingdeme that

were defirous of Reformation , and of making fe-
E verall
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verallinterefts among them in atime when there
was an abfolute necetlity of their neereft union and
conjunction,and all little enoughto effe@ that Re-
formation intended, and fo long contended for, a-
gainft a common adverfary that had both prefent
pofleflion to plead for it felfe, powerto fupport ir,
and had enjoyeda long continued fettlement which
had rooted it inthe hearts of men; And this fecon-
ded by the inftant and continuall advices and con-
jurements of many Homowrable , wile , and godly
Perfonages of both Houfes of Parliament, to forbeare
what might any way be like to occafion or aug-
ment this unhappy difference ; They having allo
by their Declarations to His Majetty protefled
theirendeavourand defire to unice the Proteftant
partie in this Kingdome, that agree in Fundamen-
tall Truths againft Popery and cther Herefies, and
to have that refpeé to tender confciences as might
prevent oppreflions and inconveniences which had
formerly been; Together with that ftrit engage-
ment willingly entred into by us for thefe common
ends, with the reft of our bréthren of the Miaifte-
ry, (which though made to continue but 44 placi-
fum, yet hath been f{acred tous.) And above all,
the due refpect we have had to the peaceable and
orderly Reformation of this Church and State;
the hopefull expectation we have been entertained
with of an happy /latitude and agreement by means
ofthis Affembly, and the wifdome of chis Parlament:
The conlcience and confideration of allthefe, and
the weight of each,have hitherto had more power

with usto this deepe filence and forbearance,then

all
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allour ownintereftshave any way prevailed with
usto occafion the leaft difturbance amongft the
people. We have and are yet rcfolv;d to bca'rc all
this with a quiet and a ftrong patience , (in the
frength of whichwe nowfpeak,or rather figh forth
¢his litele) referring the vindication of our perfons
to God, and a further experience of us by men
and the declaration of our judgements, and what
we conceive to be his truch therein, to the due and
orderly agitation of this Affembly whereot both
Houfes were pleafed to make us Members.

And whereas our filence upon all the foremen-
tioned grounds (for which we know we can never
lofe ¢fteeme with good and wife men) hatl.l been
by the ill interpretation of fome, imputed eitherto
our confcioufneffe ofthe badnefle and weaknefle
of our Caufe, or to our unability to maintain what
we affert in difference from others, or anfwer
what hath been writtea by others, wee fhall (with
allmodefty) onely prefent this to all mens appre-
henfions in confutation of it. That what ever the
truth andjuftnefle of our Caufe may prove to be,
or how flender our abilities to defend ir, yer wee
pretend at leaft to fo much wifdome, that wee
would never have relerved our felves for, but ra-
ther by all wayes have declined #hé Theatre, of le
other, the moft judicious and fevere, an Affembly
of fo many able,learned, and grave Divines, where
much of the piety, wif{dome, and learning offf }twg
Kingdomes are met in one, honoured and affifte
withithe prefence of the orshies of both Hosfes at

all debates (as oftenas they pleafe to vouchfaf;i
E2 their
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their prefence) as the Stage whereon firft wee
would bring forth into publique view our Tenets
(it falfe and counterfet) together with our own
tolly and weaknefle : We would much rather have
cholento have been venting them to the muylt;.
tude, apt to be feduced, (which we have had thefe
three yeers opportunity to have done.) Bu in 1
confCientious regard had to the orderly and peace-
able way ot {earching out truchs,and reformingthe
Churches of Chrift,we have adventured our felves
upon this way of God, wifely affumed by the pru-
dence of the State ; And therein alfo upon all
forts of difadvantages (which we could not
but forefee) both of number, abilities of learn-
ing s duthority, the freame of pHblique inter-
of 5 Trufting” God both with our felves and
gis owntruth, ashe fhall be pleafedto manage it
us.

yMoreover, ifinall matters of Doétrine, we were
not as orthodoxe in our judgements as our brethren
themfelves , we would never have expofed our
felves tothis tryall and hazard of difcovery in this
Affembly,the mixture of whofe ) pirits, the quick-
fightednes of whofe judgements ( intent enough
uponus) and variety of debates about all forts of
controverfies afoot in thefe times of. contradiction,
arefuch,as would be fure foon to find us out if we
nourithed any monfters o Serpents of opini-
onslurking in'our bofomes, And if we had car-
ryed itfo,as that hitherto fuch errours were not
aforehand open to the view and judgement of all, yet
‘ fitting
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fiting here (unlefle we would be ﬁlcnt,which_we
have not been) we could not long be hid,  Buticis
{ufficiently known that in all poines of AolFrine
(which hithertoin the review and examination of
the Articles ot our Chuirch,or upon other occafions
have been gone thorough) our judgements have
ftill concurred with the greateft partof our bre-
thren, neither do we know wherein we have dif
fented. And in matters of Difcipline we are
o farre from holding up the differencesthat occur,
or making the breaches greater or wider, that we
endeavour upon all fuch occafions to grant and
yeeld (as all may fee and cannor bu teftific forus)
to the utmott latitude of our light and confciences;
profefling 1t to be as high a point of Religion and
conlcience readilyto own, yea fall down bc_forc
what{oever is s7uth in the hands of thofe that differ,
yeathoughitheyfhould be enemies unto us,as much
as earneftly to contend for & hold faft thofe truths
wherein we fhould be found diffenting from them;
and this as in relation to peace, {o alfoasajuft due
to truth and goodnes,even toapprove it &acknow-
ledge it tothe utmofk graine of it, though mingled
with what is oppofite unto us. And further when
matters by difcaifion are brought to the {malleft

~ diffent that may be,we have hitherto been found

to be no backward urgers unto a temper(not onelyin
things that have concerned our own confciences,

but when of ethers alfo) fuch as may fuit andtend

to union as well as fearching out of truth ; judging
this to be as .great and ufefull an end of Synads
‘ E 3 , and
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and Affemblies, asa curigui and exac difcuifion of
all fores of lefler diffrences with binding Dererm;
#nations of truth one wa y. -
And thus we haye nakedly and with all im.
plicity rendred a cleare and true account of oy
wayesand {pirits hitherto; Which we made choice
ofnow at firft to make our [elves known by, rather
then by a more exa& and Scholaftique relation of
our judgements in the points of difference aboyg
Church governmens referving that unto the more
proper {ealon and oppertunity of this Affembly, and
that liberty givenby both Honourable Hopfes in
matters of diffent; or as neceffity fhall after require
to a more publique way of ftating and afferting of
t!lcm. Ir_) the meane time from this briefe hifto-
ricall relation of our practices,there may a truc efti-
mate be taken of our opinionsin difference, which
being inftanced in,and fet out by pra&ice; is the
moft reall and leaft collufive way, and carries its
olwn evidence withjt. All which we have taken
;1: boldnes together with our felves humblyto
2y atthe feet of your wifdom and pietys Befeeching
er(l);l t?l look upon us under no other Notian, or
ck hra er,then as thofe,who if we cannot aflume
ave been no way furtherers ofthat reformation
ylou intend, yet who have been o way hinderers
thereof, or difturbers of the publique peace; and

and our Brethren ;
> yeafarlefle,then ¢h ‘om.
what them{clves were three ycérs Paﬂ,;¥ Sfeff?ﬁ
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generallity of this kingdom from it felf of late.
And withall to confiderus asthofe, who in thefe
former times,for many yeers {uffered even to exile,
for whatthe kingdom it felf now fuffers in the en-
deavour te caft out;and who in thefe prefenttimes,
and {ince the change of them, have endured (that
which toour {pirits is no leffe grievous) the oppo-
fiionandreproach of good men,eventothe threaz-
ning of another banifhment,and have beenthrough
the grace of God upon us,the fame men in both,in
the midft of thefe varieties ; And finally, as thofe
that dopurfue no other intereft or defignebut.a fub-
fiftance (be it the pooreft and meaneft) in our own
land (where we have and may do further fervice,&
which is our birth-right as we are men) with the
enjoyment of the ordinances ot Chrift (which are
our portion as we are Chriftians) with the allow-
ance of a latitude to fome leffer differences with
peaceablenefle, as not knowing where elfe with
fafety, health,and livelyhood, to fetour fecton
carth.

Philip Nye,

Tho: Gosdwin, % Fer: Barroughes,
Sidrach Simpfon %

william Bridge.
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