
Mary Wollstonecraft, Vindication of the Rights of Woman  (1792) 
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Mary Hays,  Appeal to the men of Great Britain in behalf of Women (1798) 
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The female advocate; or an attempt to recover the rights of women from male usurpation. By Mary Anne 
Radcliffe. 
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Mary Robinson, A letter to the women of England on the Injustice of Mental 

subordination (1799) 

p. 3 : Supposing that destiny, or interest, or chance, or what you will, has united a 
man, confessedly of a weak understanding, and corporeal debility, to a woman 
strong in all the powers of intellect, and capable of bearing the fatigues of busy life: is 
it not degrading to humanity that such a woman should be the passive, the obedient 
slave, of such an husband? Is it not repugnant to all the laws of nature, that her 
feelings, actions, and opinions, 

 

p. 12-13 By the same rule, man exclaims, if we allow the softer sex to participate in 

the intellectual rights and privileges we enjoy, who will arrange our domestic 
drudgery? who will reign (as Stephano says, while we are vice-roys over them) in our 
household establishments? who will rear our progeny; obey our commands; be our 
affianced vassals; the creatures of our pleasures? I answer, women, but they will not 
be your slaves; they will be your associates, your equals in the extensive scale of 
civilized society; and in the indisputable rights of nature * . 

p. 59 

Misled by CUSTOM, Folly's fruitful heir, 
Told that their charms a monarch may enslave, 
That beauty, like the gods, can kill and save; 
And taught the wily and mysterious arts, 
By ambush'd dress, to catch unwary hearts 

p. 69: And I should not be surprized, if the present system of mental subordination 
continues to gain strength, if, in a few years, European husbands were to imitate 
those beyond the Ganges. There, wives are to be purchased like slaves, and every 
man has as many as he pleases. The husbands and even fathers are so far from 
being jealous, that they frequently offer their wives and daughters to foreigners  

p. 93: O! my unenlightened country-women! read, and profit, by the admonition of 
Reason. Shake off the trifling, glittering shackles, which debase you. Resist those 
fascinating spells which, like the petrifying torpedo, fasten on your mental faculties. 
Be less the slaves of vanity, and more the converts of Reflection. Nature has 
endowed you with personal attractions: she has also given you the mind capable of 
expansion.  
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