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1 Introduction
The impact of global trade on many layers of society in Britain and the Netherlands was considerable in the 18th century, as shown by McCants (2007). We can here show that imports of luxury goods such as porcelain in Sweden during the 18th century through auctions did reach even the landless, and that auctions were widely used for accessing and distributing Chinese porcelain.
Even though Chinese porcelain existed in Sweden since the 17th century, for instance king Gustav Adolf II left a collection to his daughter queen Christina when he in died in 1632, it was when the Swedish East India company begun to import directly to Sweden, that the amount of Chinese goods begun to become much more spread in society.[footnoteRef:1] The Swedish East India Company (Svenska Ost-Indiska Companiet, SOIC) enjoys an almost mythical reputation. Founded in 1731, it was an incredible profitable, but also incredibly risky project. Even though most of the archives were burnt after they had been revised, in order to protect business secrets, which caused the famous economic historian Eli Heckscher to conclude that the history of the company never could be written, many attempts have been made.   [1:  Gyllensvärd (1959) s. 13.] 

Chinese objects and culture was highly fashionable in Sweden, as in most other European countries, during the 18th century, not the least through the works of William Chambers, who published treaties on Chinese buildings as well as many other things. Chambers, who in 1760 became architect to king Georg III of England, was born in Sweden, and gained his knowledge on Chinese culture when he worked on three voyages with the Swedish East India Company. The most important example of the interest for China is the pleasure palace China Castle, according to the legend a names day gift for the queen Lovisa Ulrika, by her husband king Adolf Fredrik in 1753. The palace lasted only ten years, and a new building with the same name was erected beginning in 1763 and finished six years later, accompanied by several Chinese pavilions. The new China Castle still exists, and is now a museum.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Frängsmyr p. 158-162] 

1.1 Aim
We aim here at studying Chinese porcelain at Swedish auctions, mainly in Stockholm, during the 18th century.
1.2 Method and material
Most of the material from the East-India Companies has been burned, but there are a few catalogues from the auctions held when the vessels came back to Gothenburg left i various archives. We have used x of these to track the buyers. The Stockholm Auction House (Stockholms Auktionsverk) was founded in 1674 and held auctions ranging from royal sales to the most humble items. Auctions have been held several days a week from the founding year up until today.  For the present study, we have used protocols from 1781, 1783 and 1785. All actions in which a larger amount of porcelain are sold have been studied. This means that regular auctions held for selling the estate of a deceased person are not included in general, nor are auctions held in cases of burghers and landless going bankrupt, simply because such auctions usually containing only a few plates, a box and a bowl, most likely Swedish made from faience. The auctions studied here contain hundreds of porcelain objects.  
But how do we separate faience from real porcelain, and porcelain from other countries from Chinese? In several protocols, the origin of the china sold is stated; Saxonic, Berlinian, English or “real”. The term real is most likely referred to Chinese, since the production of real porcelain was negligible in Sweden. In many cases, the origin is not stated, but since it usually concerns teacups and plates, which hardly was produced in Sweden, we can rather safely assume that they are Chinese, especially taking into account the vast number of teacups and plates imported to Sweden, as shown discussed in table 2 och 3.  
All porcelain has been included. Chinese porcelain makes up for the vast majority, and the porcelain of other makes, such as English or Saxonic, are so very few that they don’t affect the results. There might be a few cases of Swedish faience included as well, but they should also be negligible

1.3 Previous research
The most thorough study on the changes in consumption patterns in Sweden in the second part of the 18th century and the early 19th century is Christer Ahlberger’s study, based on inventories, from 1996. The problem is that his study is based on Gothenburg and three other, more rural, areas in the southwest of Sweden, and we might expect that the use of porcelain should be much more spread in Gothenburg than in other parts of the country, as it was the harbour of the East India Company. Ahlberger himself concludes that the use of porcelain was probably very unequally distributed both geographically and chronologically. An additional problem is that he can’t separate Chinese porcelain from European in his sources, and that it is also possible that the inventories may well describe faïence as porcelain, and not separate the two materials. Bearing this in mind, he found that the use of porcelain plates in Gothenburg was wide spread as early as 1750, and that 20 per cent of his inventories for that year included porcelain plates. About 13 per cent of his inventories in Gothenburg came from the higher stands in society, classified as higher officials and merchants etc and about the same amount from workers and seamen, while the middle class made up for the rest, the middle class representing master craftsmen, journeymen etc. In his other areas, only about 2-4 per cent had porcelain plates that year. Here, his higher stand consists of nobility and officials, while the middle class consists of farmers, both freehold and leasehold and the lower of landless people. In the year 1800, 74 per cent of all inventories in Gothenburg had porcelain plates, and between 14 to 34 per cent in his other areas. In Gothenburg in 1800, the percentage inventories  from the higher stands was about the same, while the percentage workers had increased to about 40 per cent.  In fact, the amount of porcelain plates found among the workers and seamen was even higher than among the middle class, but that might be caused by faïence plates being written up as porcelain.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ahlberger (1996) p. 82, 85-90.] 

2 Swedish economy and consumption during the 18th century
For those who owned land in Sweden. i.e the nobility, gentry and self-owning peasants, the agrarian revolution caused a growth in material standard between 1750 and 1850. This was also the case for leasehold farmers. For the landless was growth of material wealth much slower. They did however manage to acquire some household goods that were in excess of sheer necessity.  A comparison of the living standards of Sweden to those in the rest of Europe from the 1750s onwards shows that while England was way ahead, the living standards in Sweden were similar to those of France. A notable exception is the Swedish nobility, which never reached the same levels of wealth as in other European countries.
In addition, the composition of consumption changed considerably. De Vries has shown for the Netherlands and Berg for Britain, as well as Ahlberger as stated above for Sweden, that there was an increasing demand for novel goods, and for less durable items. Such a transformation of demand was not a privilege of the upper classes, but took place also among the middle ranks and the poor.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  De Vries (2008), Berg (2005) and Ahlberger (1996).] 

Stockholm was by far the largest city in Sweden in the middle of the 18th century, with more than 60 000 inhabitants, increasing to 75 000 in 1780. It was the administrative capital of the country, with king, government, parliament and guilds and one of the most important merchant cities, both for domestic and international trade.  In 1740, there were about 900 artisans working in the city, as well as 470 tradesmen and merchants. Many of them specialised in products for the court and nobility. In 1810, the number of artisans had increased to 1600, and the number of tradesmen and merchants to 800.[footnoteRef:5]  Despite the considerable number of artisans and tradesmen, they could not fully satisfy the demand of the citizens of Stockholm. Hence, auctions were and remained an important part fo the distribution network in Sweden up until the turn of the century 1900, in contrast to most other European countries, where auctions successively lost their importance during the 18th century onwards.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  Eggeby & Nyberg (2002) s. 202.]  [6:  See for instance Nenadic (2004) and] 

A considerable number of auctions were held in Stockholm, even if exempting auctions on real estate, bonds etc and focusing on auctions on goods. Auctions could be held on the premises of the auction house or in the sellers own home.  About half of the auctions during the 18th century seem to have been in private homes. The number of seller varied between auctions, but was on average 15 at the auctions held on the auction house’s premises. During the 18th century, auctions were held three or four times a week. In 1781, there were almost in all 33,000 lots auctioned, each lot on average containing three objects each.  Thus, almost 100 000 objects were sold each year. On average, there were between 50 and 100 buyers present at each auction. Many of them were regulars, but there were 7000 unique buyers per year.  If we compare the number of people living in Stockholm to the number of objects sold at the auctions, we get a rough estimate of the economic importance of auctions. The vast majority of buyers and sellers came from the city itself. In 1781, of all Stockholm citizens, including children, about one-tenth bought objects at the Stockholm auction house in 1781. On average, more than every third household bought at the auctions. The number of objects equalled more than one object per citizen and about 5 per household. If we exclude children, the number of objects per citizen increases to about two.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Ulväng, Murhem and Lilja (forthcoming).] 

2.1 The Swedish East-India Company
The East India Company was one of the largest businesses in Sweden at the time, with as many as a thousand employees at one time. Technically, it was actually four different companies, since they operated under four different charters. During the first charter, between 1731 and 1746, 25 ships left Gothenburg, and 21 of them returned. The second charter lasted between 1746 and 1768, during which 36 ships sailed, and only one was lost.  During the third charter 39 ships sailed from Gothenburg, and they all returned between the years 1768-1787. The fourth saw 33 ships, plus two who brought the cargo from another ship sold in England, of which three were shipwrecked.
The cargo was sold at auction in Gothenburg, which was the harbour of the East India Company, in their warehouse at Norra Hamngatan. Many buyers came from the other European countries and Jewish merchants were give special permission to enter the country for the auctions.[footnoteRef:8] The percentage Swedish and foreign buyers did vary between auctions and type of cargo. For instance, when the tea from the vessel Prins Carl was sold in 1761, 30 out of 37 buyers were Swedish, most of them associated with the Swedish East-India Company.[footnoteRef:9] [8:  Frängsmyr p. 39, 81.]  [9:  Kjellberg (1974) p. 218.] 

2.2 Porcelain and the East-India company
The main cargo was not porcelain, but tea. According to Nyström, who in 1885 made the hitherto most ambitious attempt to compile the statistics left , the value for the third Charter (oktroj) in 1744 for teas were 289599 daler silvermynt , while porcelain, the second largest, only were valued at 24562 daler silvermynt, i.e. less than one tenth.[footnoteRef:10] Most of the cargo was however re-exported again. To the official cargo should also be added the cargo, so called fri förning, that the ship officers could bring on board, the size depending on their position, to sell for a profit. The size of the free shipping varied over the years, but equalled approximately ten per cent.[footnoteRef:11]  [10:  Nyström (1885) table 3.]  [11:  The exact figures are very difficult to estimate, but one list remains, that of the chaplain of the vessel Gustaf III, C.C. Ström, which arrived back in Sweden in 1798, see Berg (1879) p. 29-30. ] 

Even if tea was more important, the amount of porcelain objects imported via the Swedish East-India Company was vast. In table 1, examples from the two vessels during the first and second charters are found, as well as the total amount from the third charter.


Table 1
Examples of cargoes of porcelain (excluding the free shipping) during the first, second and third charters
	Ship/charter
	Freden 1746 (1st charter)
	Cronprinsen 1750  (2nd charter)
	Third charter total

	Teacups with saucers
	149668
	120040
	7763845

	Coffee cups with saucers
	9862
	25751
	1196170

	Chocolate cups
	
	12751
	63977

	Plain cups
	
	
	1044056

	Punch cups
	
	
	44042

	Mugs
	
	
	5472

	Tea pots
	
	1346
	6443

	Milk jugs
	
	956
	3127

	Saladieres
	
	765
	5800

	Gravy boats
	
	
	112

	Flower pots
	
	170
	

	Dinner services
	129
	101
	73800

	Tea and coffee services
	
	
	33800

	Butter dishes 
	293
	112
	843

	Plates
	
	
	12626

	Plates (dinner)
	
	18720
	168222

	Plates (soup)
	
	5826
	

	Sugar bowls
	1840
	4380
	74820

	Bowls
	13160
	17350
	154488

	Confect plates/bowls
	23036
	
	129204

	Rice cups
	41140
	14640
	557410

	Punch bowl
	387
	
	2557

	Large vassail bowls
	8
	
	

	Water bottles (gourgelettes)
	
	
	20

	Candle holders
	
	
	94

	Beverage  bottles
	
	
	30

	Washing jugs with plates
	
	
	144

	Milk bowls or jugs
	
	
	583

	Spittoons
	
	
	58

	Chamberpots
	
	
	520


Source: Kjellberg (1974) p232-234.

Table 2
Total import to Sweden, amount not re-exported and percentage not re-exported, early average 1756-1806
	Period
	Total import
	Not re-exported
	Percentage

	Second charter
	4098258
	170012
	4.15%

	Third charter
	1177440
	155881
	13.24%

	Fourth charter
	412053
	73248
	17.76%


Source: Nyström (1886) table 1 and p. 86.
Note. The values for the second charter are measured in daler silvermynt and for the third and fourth in riksdaler specie.
As was the case for the entire cargo, tea was the most important part of the East-Indian goods remaining in Sweden. Textiles, both cotton such as nankins as well as silk, raw and as various fabrics, were important as well, as were sugar later on. Porcelain came second or third after teas and textiles.  But since the import was enormous, the amount of porcelain object brought to Sweden by the Swedish East-India Company was still most likely considerable. We will try to estimate the figure, as there are is very little information left.  If the percentage porcelain which remained in Sweden and was not, as the majority of objects, in fact was re-exported equalled the general percentage, this means that during the third charter, about 1.5 million porcelain object stayed in Sweden. The total amount porcelain object imported by the Swedish east-India Company during the third charter was approximately 11 million objects. To the figures should be added about ten per cent in free shipping (fri förning).


Table 3
Value of all porcelain objects imported to Sweden excluding those re-exported (net import) 1769-1806 and percentage of total import, including re-export
	Year
	Value
	Percentage

	1769
	997
	1.56%

	1770
	5938
	2.26%

	1771
	21095
	6.65%

	1772
	-
	-

	1773
	-
	-

	1774
	24562
	6.89%

	1775
	11763
	3.84%

	1776
	20364
	10.51%

	1777
	5804
	16.60%

	1778
	4267
	8.04%

	1779
	2643
	5.81%

	1780
	2484
	3.72%

	1781
	2103
	4.25%

	1782
	2448
	2.04%

	1783
	-
	-

	1784
	-
	-

	1785
	-
	-

	1786
	-
	-

	1787
	3733
	4.16%

	1788
	1415
	3.05%

	1789
	-
	-

	1790
	2780
	5.72%

	1791
	3624
	4.24%

	1792
	3340
	6.01%

	1793
	5548
	10.40%

	1794
	4276
	5.71%

	1795
	2674
	3.68%

	1796
	5969
	7.34%

	1797
	4600
	7.30%

	1798
	1031
	3.96%

	1799
	6583
	8.16%

	1800
	3785
	3.81%

	1801
	5462
	10.81%

	1802
	3010
	3.88%

	1803
	3986
	4.94%

	1804
	7615
	10.04%

	1805
	7180
	5.88%

	1806
	10661
	9.90%


Source: Nystrom (1886) tabell 1.
3. East-Indian porcelain at the Swedish auction
We know very little about how the Chinese porcelain reached the Swedish customers. Some of it was pre-ordered before the vessels sailed. The nobility ordered dinner services, decorated with their coats of armour, and well-off members of the bourgeoisie and intellectuals also ordered especially decorated objects, for instance did the botanist Carl Linneus order a dinner service decorated with the flower (linnea borealis) which he had named after himself. In addition, officials like the king of Sweden and the city of Gothenburg ordered armoured dinner services. The average blue and white dinner service consisted of 224 pieces.[footnoteRef:12] Some manor houses set up so called porcelain cabinets or kitchens, the most well-known being the porcelain kitchen at Thureholm.[footnoteRef:13] This knowledge is mainly based on the evidence of existing pieces of porcelain. Most likely, many of the pre-ordered services were shipped as free shipping. The number of armoured dinner services made for Swedish customers have been estimated to approximately 300.[footnoteRef:14] But compared to the vast number of imported porcelain goods from China, this was merely a fraction. [12:  Frängsmyr 57]  [13:  Gyllensvärd (1961) p. 8.]  [14:  Wirgin (1998) p. 117.] 

3.1 Who sold and bought Chinese porcelain in Sweden?
When the porcelain which had not been pre-ordered arrived in Gothenburg, auctions were held and the buyers re-exported the cargo, to the largest extent, or distributed it in Sweden, to a smaller extent. Very few records of these auctions remains, but we have studied one of the latest ones, that from the auction in 1754, with cargo from the ships Hoppet, Adolph Friedrich and Götha Leyon.
In all, 138 chests, 14 boxes, 44 tubs and 786 bundles were sold in lots. One lot could consist of from 550 up to 2000 teacups, 6 dinner services, from 50 up to 500 plates, 50 butter boxes or 7 punch bowls. A closer study of 230 of the lots shows that they were sold to only 13 people, all of them well-known and wealth merchants and land-owners, many of them associated with the East India Company. According to our estimates, just above four per cent of the cargo would remain in Sweden.
Some of it was most likely sold at the so called glasbodar, literally glass shops, situated in Stockholm, household stores which offered china, glass, furniture etc.  Little is known of the glasbodar, but most of them belonged to a specific manufacturer of glass or porcelain/faience.  In addition, some may have been sold by the peddlers, known as glas- och porslinsförare, (glass and porcelain peddlers) but most of them also held a contract with a specific manufacturer.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Seitz (1937).] 

But what we do know, and what is to be discussed here, is that Chinese porcelain was sold at the auctions in Stockholm, but also in the countryside auctions. It seems like the Chinese porcelain in the Stockholm auctions was both used and unused, while in the countryside, virtually all objects sold were used. The auctions served an important function, not only for distributing second-hand objects, but also for city merchants to sell unused objects, sometimes to other merchants or tradesmen. However, most auction objects were sold by private individuals, the professional merchants selling on average three of four times a year. But when it comes to porcelain, as was also the case with textiles, the percentage professional traders selling new goods was considerably higher than the average.
There are two different types of auctions in Stockholm, where Chinese porcelain was sold. The first is professional merchants or accountants selling a large stock of porcelain, most likely bought in Gothenburg.  The second is estates of wealthy deceased people, in which the porcelain did not form the most important part, but might account for a large number and considerable value nevertheless. An example is the estate of the late queen Lovisa Ulrika (of Prussia), who died in 1782.
The first group includes voluntary sales by merchants or officials, usually given the title of accountant or bookkeeper. The officials could be employed by a commercial establishment or a government body, but it is impossible to tell which. For example, in 1783 Anders Engsell is given the title of accountant, but in 1785 he is called merchant. Most likely, he was the bookkeeper in a merchant firm. These sales are clearly merchants selling out their goods. Plates and teacups are sold in lot of one or up to four dozen. One of the sellers is the merchant Emanuel Meijer, who is described as a Jew. However, due to the strict law on religion at that time, in order to live and work in Sweden, any Jew had to resign his faith.  
The estate auctions can be divided into three groups, where the first, burgher estates, are excluded from the study as they did not include any Chinese porcelain, only a very few Swedish faience objects. The second is estates from the nobility and gentry, while the third consists of the magnificent royal sale of Lovisa Ulrika.
What was sold at the auctions varied. Overall, teacups, plates and serving plates mad up for the majority of objects. An example is the furnisher Johan Lundberg, who sells hundreds of teacups and cups with ears in 1785. The estate auctions were more varied, with more figurines and pots. One example is the estate of the nobleman Johan von Cahman, where among many other items, a pair of frog figurines are sold to baron Cederström. The average value increases when the nobility and gentry sells, and of course the queen, compared to when the merchants sell their goods. On average, the value for the merchants auctions is 0.37 Rd, while for the noble estate auctions the average equals 0.56 Rd and for Lovisa Ulrika’s sale as high as 3.71 Rd. Evidently, the new goods sold by the merchants were aimed more at a mass market.
This is also evident when looking at the buyers. On a general auction in 1781 at Stockholm’s Auktionsverk, 6 per cent of the buyers belonged to the nobility and gentry, 52 per cent were burgers, 12 per cent civil servants and 30 per cent landless. But compared to the average, porcelain was for the wealthier. 31 per cent of the buyers at the merchant auctions were nobility and gentry and 55 burghers and civil servants. Only 15 per cent of the landless bought porcelain (as compared to their 30 per cent share on average). Looking at the above mentioned lots sold by Johan Lundberg, we find among the buyers baron Stevel, madam Krus and bookkeeper Stråle. But landless people, such as Anna Enbom, could actually buy 12 teacups, when sold by Jacob Hahr in 1785.
The differences become clearer when we look at the estate sales. At the sale of the nobility and gentry’s estates, 43 per cent of the buyers belonged to the same class, and the rest were burghers and civil servants. The percentage gentry and nobility was slightly higher, 45 per cent, at the royal sale. The Dutch ambassador to Sweden, baron von Lünden, died and his splendid estate, including many porcelain objects was sold in 1781. Among the buyers are found both professional, such as furnisher Grevsmühl, but also many persons of noble birth such as the hon. miss Hägerskiöld and count Gyllenborg. 
The queen’s sale is a special chapter. Her estate at the auction included much Chinese porcelain, but also a few pieces described as Japanese, the only objects we have found so far. Not only are the objects more valuable, but among the buyers are some of the wealthiest and highest-ranking Swedes at the time, such as baron De Geer, owner of several ironworks in Sweden. But we also find professionals, such as the merchant Jacob Hahr of the East India Company, who also is a great seller, and the textile merchant Johan Samuel Ekstein. Also, many minor employees of the queen’s, such as her pastry cook Anton Aubert bought several objects, in his case among others butter boxes.
Among the buyers, some were more frequent than others. The furnisher C  A Grevesmühl, who owned the largest and most renowned furniture store I Stockholm, also a provider of the royal court, bought many lots. Probably, many of them were meant to be sold in his shop.
In the countryside, auction records are much more difficult to fins, and examples of china are much scarcer. Most often, we find the in manor house sales. For exemple, count Carl Gustaf Spens hold in 1765 a voluntary auction to get rid of some old-fashioned objects from the estate, Höja Manor outside Uppsala, he inherited from his father. Here, we find two pieces of blue and white china, actually soup bowls, most likely Chinese, which are sold to a landless man, Lars Larsson.
3. Conclusions
In spite of the fact that Chinese porcelain was imported in vast number to Sweden, and despite the fact that millions of objects remained in the country, little has hitherto been known about how it reached the customers. From the auction records of Stockholm, it is clear that the auctions were an important way of distributing Chinese porcelain, both used and unused and both to re-sellers and end consumers. For many merchants, the auctions were a useful way of distributing new goods to consumers and thus cutting back on costs for keeping a stock. But many merchants, not the least the successful furnisher Grevesmühl, found the auctions helpful in finding new stock for their shops at a reasonable price. But private individuals bought too, and about 15 per cent of all Chinese porcelain sold by merchants was bought by landless. By going to the auctions, they could aquire beautiful and novel goods at a price they could afford. They would by the potpourri urns, of course, but could well afford plates and teacups.
The used objects were bought by professionals too, but perhaps to a lesser extent. Here, we find examples of objects moving side-wards or downwards in society. Private buyers could obtain goods otherwise difficult or too expensive to get their hands on, not the least in the case of the royal sale in of Lovisa Ulrika. 
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