Miscellaneous Comments on the Regulation of Private Trade

IOR H/72: p. 37.

Extract from the Company’s general letter to Bengal dated the 9th December 1784, restricting the Amount of Certificates, granted to Commanders and Officers of Ships to £5000 for each ship. 

‘Paragraph 9, “In the 6th Paragraph of our Leter dated the 5th of February 1777 we acquainted you with our Resolution of increasing the Allowance to be paid into the Company’s Treasuries in India, by the Commanders and Officers of our Freighted Ships, on Account of the Produce of their licensed Adventures to £8,000 for each ship, but it being indispensably necessary in the present situation of the Company’s affairs to limit as much as possible the Amount of Drafts to be drawn from their several Presidencies We have determined to revoke the said Resolution and accordingly direct that in future the Commanders and Officers be restricted to the Sum of £5000 to be paid in for Certificates for each respective ship.  NB The same to all the Presidencies in India, the Certificates from China are also limited to the same sum P ship.’
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IOR E/4/870 pp. 333-335.
General Letter to Ft St George. 28th August 1782.
‘To prevent the great inconvenience which has arisen from the want of a due attention in our Commanders and Officers in marking and numbering their Packages in Private Trade, We have directed our several commanders to cause every Package of Private Trade which they might receive on Board in India or China on their Indulgence to be marked with the Initials of their own Names, and also to register the same agreeably to the said marks, specifying particularly in the Register the Contents and quantity of the Contents of each Package, and that the Commanders do order all their Officers to mark their Goods in the same manner & to take care that they comply therewith. We have also ordered that the Commanders & Officers within thirty days after the clearing of their ships at the Custom House here do deliver to the Clerk to our Committee of Private Trade a True Account of all such Private Trade Packages belonging to them specifying the Marks, Numbers, Contents and quantity of such Contents agreeably to the Register as that all such Packages as shall not be found to correspond with such Register will be liable to Confiscation. The Commanders of the ships now under dispatch are acquainted with the foregoing Orders, and We direct that you’ll acquaint all our Commanders who shall be at your Presidency with the said orders that they may punctually comply with them and avoid incurring the Penalty of their Property being Confiscated.’  

See entry at IOR/E/4/622, p403; IOR/E/4/624, pp637-646; IOR/E/4/623, pp268-76  

IOR H/497: pp. 299-301.

Hints for regulations to prevent smuggling of India Goods. 

Undated. Presumably late eighteenth century (1780s/90s) from dates of documents around it. 

Says commanders couldn’t carry on illicit trade without assistance and connivance of their ships’ husbands, many of whom have been commanders in the Company’s service in the past. First proposal is that all commanders found to be smuggling, or keeping false journals to disguise illicit trade, to be dismissed from service and rendered incapable of ever being employed again. All reports and information re smuggling be looked into. An act of Parliament should be drafted to enforce these regulations – at present the Court of Directors is basically controlled by the interests of ship owners, ship commanders, ship builders and their dependants. 


IOR/H/404: pp. 373-80.

Memorial of Calcutta merchants to the Governor-General, Sr John Shore, relative to rates of freight on private trade. 1794.

Annoyed that although there is provision for individuals to freight goods on Company shipping at reasonable rates, at Calcutta, the Company have said that all such proposals for shipping private goods on Company ships home must be received by 1st September. The merchants say this is unreasonable, as very little merchandise has come to Calcutta by that time from the rest of Bengal, and it means they’ll have to make guesses as to what and how many goods they might be able to ship when they make applications for freight to the Company. Moreover, they argue, since the deadline is so early, how can the Company possibly know how much space on each of their ships will be available to give over to private trade (since it is likely that many Company orders won’t have been fulfilled by September time). 

They suggest that country shipping, British-owned, could be employed in conveying private trade (only goods permitted by the Company, they suggest) to England. Propose the commanders will not offer freight rate of more than £12 per ton in times of peace and £16 per ton in times of war.



