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and geo-political Atlanticism flourished after the two world wars, but jt
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ARCTIC OCEAN - single Atlantic history. More comprehensively Atlantic histories began to
@%%?- appear in the late nineteenth century; later, various species of political
A4S —~
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basin, of people, commodities, cultural practices, and ideas’.!! And it
did so in a context defined by empires as well as states and within the
perspective of developing political economy.’? At its most ambitious,
Adlantic history joined distinct regions and expanded conventional chro-
nologies into narratives of large-scale change over three or four centuries.
During these boom years, what was good for Atlantic history seemed t0
be good for oceanic history more generally, and even for transnational
history tout court.
However, every boom risks a bust. Atlantic history’s ascendancy was
palpable but short-lived. The cause was less exhaustion than a certain
repetition within the field along with increasing competition from with-
out. Scholarly production of Atlantic histories hardly ceased but the
field’s adolescent energy waned and it was increasingly challenged as
an historiographical inspiration. Its greatest booster and entrepreneur,
Harvard historian Bernard Bailyn, noted in 2015 that Atlantic history
had ‘developed so swiftly that by 2010 some Atlantic historians had
become Atlantic world weary and the basic idea was becoming passé’."?
Supranational areas of study experienced their own growth spurts. New
global histories, as well as other oceanic histories, began to overshadow
and even to subsume Atlantic history. Atlantic world-weariness led to the
sobering conclusions that the field had “fallen on hard times’, that it ‘cer-
tainty ha{d] not lived up to the promises of its early supporters’ and that
‘this ocean was not necessarily more influential than local, regional or
global factors in the everyday lives of many inhabitants of Africa, America
and Europe’.'* A new consensus was emerging. We were 1ot all Atlantic
historians now. We never had been. Probably, we never would be."®
At its zenith, Atlantic history sat mostly in splendid isolation. Its reign-
ing vision was holistic but somewhat hermetic. It encompassed inter-
continental and transoceanic connections but it was in denial about its
eclectic ancestry and drew little sustenance from other oceanic histories.
‘How had the idea of Atlantic history developed?’, Bailyn asked in 2005.

it T, H. Elliott, <Atlantic History: A circumnavigation’, in Armitage and Braddick, eds., The
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12 Sophus Reinert and Pernille Roge eds., The political
world (Basingstoke, 2013).
Bernard Bailyn, ‘Hot dreams
2015), 50 (quoted).

14 Patrick Griffin, ‘A plea for a new Atlantic History', Willian
ser., 68 (2011): 236; Richard J. Blakemore, “I'he changing fortunes of Ada
English Historical Review, 131 (2016): 867.
Michelle Craig McDonald, “There are still
of the Early Republic, 36 (2016): 701-13, offers a more upbeat view,

publishing patterns in Anglophone journals.

economy of Empire in the early modern

of liberty’, New York Review of Books, 62, 13 (13 August

1

>

« and Mary Quarterly, 3rd
ntic history’s

Atlanticists now: A subfield reborn’, Journal
based on recent

o

The Atlantic Ocean
c .
Not in imitati |
at1
o repliegn of Fc?rnand Braudel’s concept of Mediterranean hi
oy e pmd, nor did he. believe it was an extension of im erir; h%s—
e histuocrt qf the history of encounters and explorati(l))n 16aN -
o e st y 18 no longer even first among equals, it is cl‘ea tlcl)w
b ChronOIOgicafrageap and the.Indian Ocean challenge the Atlr ?t
e pr19r1ty as maritime zones and as spaces of hi aml'c
. ere is also a str e
o . ; onger case that the Pacifi
- 0 a stro cific O
o, assertedg historical inspiration for decades before Atlanticcela'llr'1 e
brielly ass its predominance.'® And it is more obvious th e ther
r .
e hist B;c;%raphms of other seas and oceans — the Red Seaaln ezllegthat
5 ic i oy
o the Baltic iﬁd iogth China seas; the Southern Ocean and the A lac'k
b e It tz N :C (: ntlo the historiography of the Atlantic.!? Atl:r(;:;cct
€ a consume h :
pastory s poised to becor r rather than a producer
: of
anic histories. Accordingly, this chapter attempts t:_)n Olcli -
show

what those models h
ave to offer Atlantic hi i i
world of plurality and proliferation. © fistorians, in 4 post-Atlantic

A A
tlantic History’s Hundred Horizons

Before there w: : .
seas’, formed jfs ;?;nAtianUC’ or Atlantic history, there was a ‘complex of
they were not 1<novvnby t;gmented and discontinuous Atlantics — even if
westward probes acrozs t ;t name or pl.aced in that frame.?*There were no
peoples had created path ¢ ocean until centuries after eastward-moving
of the ocean’s becomin \cvzys ATross the sea: to this extent, the histor
with Europeans. Until t}gle ;fe Alantic” must still start with Europe anc};
leading to cartographies b tt}(f enth century, most navigation was coastal
b s more than naVigaStior(:al Crﬁzitsal and formal that resembled road—,
representations of a ‘small eastern s:,e?iz}tlhlelfet;::i;nazdirn ]a%anese
pen Pacific

5 Bernard Bally 5 3 p 5 3 3 g .
o8 AIZCU’ZIZC Histor Conce t and CONTOUrs CaIIlbIIdge MA 2005 j8)8) 4-6

2 C (g (
lv’lolly (}Ieelle, The lv‘ledlterranean Sea s Su]lt SlVaSundaranl, The Indian O) cean’, m

!9 See the relevant
chapters in thi
Tl _ i is volume by Jo i
" Feijglﬁfr]lsi ';“aghlac%lzo, Alessandro Antone}lllc{ ;Elc;h;\lrll\(/[ellfasn"’ IS polle Ghervas, Michacl
ude e Mediterr ] ’soont
e s anean and the Mediterranean ; ]
st Medz';};;l;;ds, 2 vols. (London, 1972-73), 1, p. IS?OIQerrm éh@ g Tore
e ro ‘Thee‘?,zrf;ifzgf /Xlimtic Srom prehistory to Ab 150% (Cl)l)r(lfl’lffg’ 2611 o
o I e At gntic before the “Atlanti > ioa, i
icas before 1850°, in Toyin Falola and Kevin D. llicovggi(sj écﬁfrl;?z; Elulr s
X . .s The Atlantic

World, 1450-2000 (B .
2 o loomington, IN, 2 !
the Medieval Atlantic (Basingstoke, 2,0 lg()),s) > PP. 3-26; Benjamin Hudson, ed., Studies in




90 D. Armitage

Ocean.? The Norsemen who settled in what is now Newfoundland likely
thought they were in Africa; Christopher Columbus probably went to
his grave believing he had reached Asia. The waters they had crossed
joined known parts of the world but did not display vast novel vistas;
they would not appear on maps, or in European minds, until sixteenth-
century Spanish navigational manuals and Dutch cartography began to
reveal the full extent of what stood between Europe and Africa on one
side and the Americas on the other. Yet even then, what oceanographers
now think of as ‘the’ Atlantic long remained divided into sub-oceanic
regions, particularly along a north-south axis bisected by the Equator.
Oceanic currents, such as the Gulf Stream — first mapped by Benjamin
Franklin in the late 1760s, though undoubtedly familiar long before in
sailors’ artisanal knowledge — created routes through the ocean that rein-
forced the distinctions.?? At least until the early nineteenth century, deni-
zens and historians of the ocean had to reckon with ‘both Atlantics’, as
the pioneering hydrographer James Rennell termed them around 1830.%
As late as the 1870s, the northern portion could still be called, in a refer-
ence work from the United States, ‘the Atlantic proper’, in contrast to
the ‘Ethiopic’ sector, or South Atlantic.?* “The Atlantic is crossed daily by
steamers’, wrote the American oceanographer Matthew Fontaine Maury
in 1861, ‘the Pacific not once a year.””

Until the late nineteenth century, then, there were at least two Atlantics,
Above the Equator, lay the “Mer du Nord’, the “Nerth Sea’ or, as Britons
called it, with their eyes turned towards North America, the *Western
Ocean’. Beneath the Equator, there was a mostly separate oceanic system
that emerged with voyaging back and forth berween Africa and South
America, particularly in the context of the trans-Atlantic slave trade; this
was, variously, the ‘Oceanus Ethiopicum’, the *Mare Aethiopicum’,

21 Marcia Yonemoto, “Maps and metaphors of the “small Eastern Sea” in Tokugawa Japan’,

Geographical Review, 89 (1999): 169-87.
22 Jayee E. Chaplin, “The Atlantic Ocean and its contemporary meanings, 14921808, in
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work, studies such as C. L. R. James’s The Black Jacobins (1938) or Eric
Williams’s Capitalism and slavery (1944) would have been inconceivable.
Nor might we have had the single greatest macroscope for viewing the
Adantic as a dynamic, destructive, circulatory system — the online Trans-
Atlantic Slave Trade Database detailing nearly 36,000 voyages carrying
as many as 12.5 million people across the ocean.? There was a black
Atlantic history almost before there was any other Atlantic history, and it
placed bondage and forced displacement of subaltern populations at the
heart of the Atlantic story.

As if to answer this black Atlantic vision, a distinctly white and racially
charged Atlantic also emerged briefly in the early twentieth century. This
was the geo-political vision of an Atlantic world imagined by the German
political geographer Karl Haushofer in the 1920s. Haushofer is perhaps
better known now for his vision of Pacific history — another early and
anomalous precursor to a burgeoning field of oceanic history — but the
two emerged in tandem in the pages of his journal, the Zeitschrift fiir
Geopolizik.?® There, the Atlantic world (Adantische Welt) comprised the
continents of the Americas, the oceans around them and only the sub-
Saharan parts of Africa. Haushofer clearly separated this from another
sphere of influence with its own independent history and destiny, the
‘Old World> (Alte Welt) of Europe, North Africa and the Arabian penin-

sula. This Arlantische Welt connected the Americas to Africa but not to

and hence a racialised and creolised hemisphere with oceanic

Europe,
ide of any Atlantic history

projections.?! This was an Atlantic world outs
that had been, or ever would be, imagined again.

The next wave of Atlantic histories came during what, from an Atlantic
perspective, was the inter-war period.?? In the closing stages of the First
World War, the American journalist Walter Lippmann began to write of
an ‘Atlantic community’, which was initially North Atlantic in scope but
which he later extended to include various Latin American countries.
His idea went underground during an era of American isolationism
but resurfaced later as the backstory for the institutionalised Atlantic

2 www.slavevoyages.org/ (accessed 31 March 2017); David Eltis and David Richardson,

Atlas of the Transatlantic slave trade (New Haven, CT, 2010).
30 On Haushofer’s Pacific vision, see Alison Bashford, ‘Karl Haushofer’s Geopolitics of the

Pacific Ocean’, in Kate Fullagar, ed., The Atlantic world in the antipodes: Effects and trans-
formations since the eighteenth century (Newcastle upon Tyne, 2012), pp. 120-43.

31 See the world map from Zeitschrift fiir Geopolitik, 1, 4 (1924), reproduced in William
O’Reilly, ‘Genealogies of Atlantic history’, Adantic Studies, 1 (2004): 79.

22 For more on these genealogies of Atlantic history, see Sylvia Marzagalli, ‘Sur les origi-
nes de I’ “Atlantic history”: paradigme interprétatif de I’histoire des espaces atlantiques
a Iépoque moderne’, Dix-huitiéme Siécle, 33 (2001): 17-31; O’Reilly, ‘Genealogies of
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belatedly incorporated the Haitian Revolution as 2 pivotal event. It was,

by accident or design, but still without acknowledgment, an Atlantic his-
tory whose chronology revealed its geography as still centred on that
‘proper’ Atlantic above the Equator.
This was a history of the North Atlantic as the Mediterranean of
modernity, strung between Furopean expansion and early industriali-
sation and informed by a liberal story of oppression relieved by revo-
lution and emancipation, both personal and political. In the hands of
the French historian Jacques Godechot and his American collabora-
tor, R. R. Palmer, this political narrative produced a history of modern
Western civilisation with the Atlantic at its heart. However, the Atlantic
itself was more a hole than a centre. Their germinal paper, ‘Le prob-
leme de PAdantique’s presented in Rome in 1955, depicted an Atlantic
world without an ocean: like Palmer’s great solo work, The age of the
democratic revolution (1959-64), their piece can hardly be said to con-
tribute to Atlantic history as an oceanic history, though Godechot him-
self had written the first maritime history of the Atlantic in French in
1947 3¢ (The first English-language histories of the Atlantic, published in
1957 by two mariner-writers, the American Leonard Outhwaite and the
Australian Alan Villiers, were popular works firmly focused on the North
Adlantic.)?” It would take students of the early modern Hispanic Atlantic

inspired by Fernand Braudel in the 1950s, such as Vitorino Magalthaes

Godinho, Huguette Chaunu and Pierre Chaunu and Frédéric Mauro,

to apply Mediterranean models to the Atlantic and its regions, even if
Braudel himself found their work ‘arbitrary’ for failing to achieve his
holistic ambitions.”® As a result, these avatars of Atlantic history were
rarely invoked later as originators of the field, in favour of dry-footed
historians like Palmer who had little interest in the history of the Atlantic

Qcean per se.

Histoire de PAtlantigue (Paris, 1947); RO R, Palmer and Jacques
de 'Atlantique du KVIIE au XX* siécle’, m Relazioni del X
Storiche (Rome, 411 Setembre 1955), 6 vols. (Florgnce,
Tution: A political history af

36 Jacques Godechot,
Godechot, ‘Le probléme
Congresso Internazionale di Scienze
1955),V; pp. 175-23%; Palmer, The age of the democratic revo
Europe and America, 1760—1800, introd. David Armitage (Princeton, N]J, 2014).

4 Leonard Quthwaite, The Atlantic: A hisiory of an ocean (New York, 1957): Alan Villiers,
Wild ocean: The story of the North Adan sic and the men who satled Ir (New York, 1957)
(Villiers also wrote an early work of Indian Ocean history: The Indian Ocean {London,
1052); Sivasundaram, *The Indian Ocean’, pp. 37.34 above.) Their descendant 1s Simon
Winchester, Atantic: 4 vast ocean of a million stories {London. 2010}

s Vitorino de Magalhics Godinho, ‘Problémes d'économie atlantique: Le Portugal, flottes
du sucre et flotes de 1'or, 1670-1770"; Annales ESC, 5 (1950): 184-97; Huguette
Chaunu and Pierre Chaunu, Séwille et PAdantigue, 1504-1 650, 8 vaols, (Paris, 1955-59);

Frédéric Mauro, Le Portugal et P Attantique anw XVIIe sizole, 1570-1670: Stude écononiiqué

(Paris, 1960); Alencastro, “The Ethiopic Ocean’, 35- 37,
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for a ‘long Atlantic’.*! However, what Emma Rothschild calls ‘provincial-
ism in time’ has proved more resilient than provincialism in space, and
this longer Atlantic has yet to become established histo1ciographically.42
The third challenge, of defining Atlantic history, remained produc-
tively unresolved even at the zenith of Atlantic history’s success. To estab-
lish its identity, some historians, like Bailyn, engaged in genealogy, 1O
discover their ancestors and to display their pedigree, even if at some
cost in constraining originality while affirming continuity. In response,
others (including myself) turned to morphology, to display the family
resemblances among related strains of Atlantic history.* These joint
efforts may have briefly shaped the course of the field, just before its
identity was once more subsumed into broader currents of historical
inquiry. Sometimes, the best way to g0 forward is to look backwards; in
the remainder of this chapter, I will suggest three new routes for Atlantic
history, in light of recent oceanic history more broadly, and building on

my earlier effort to dissect the field.

Three (More) Concepts of Atlantic History

sed three concepts of Atlantic history to anato-

Fifteen years ago, I propo
ctive pathways for the

mise existing approaches and to point up prospe
field: these were circum-Atlantic history, rrans-Atlantic history and cis-
Adlantic history.** By circum-Atlantic history, I meant ‘the history of the
Atlantic as a particular zone of exchange and interchange, circulation

and transmission’: in short, Atlantic history as transnational history.*”

Trans-Atlantic history is “the history of the Atlantic world told through

comparisons’ between empires, nations, states and similar communities

1 Kevin H. O’Rourke and Jeffrey G. Williamson, Globalization and history: The evolution
of a nineteenth~ceniury Atlantic economy (Cambridge, MA, 1999); Douglas R. Egerton,
“Rethinking Atlantic historiography in a postcolonial era. The Civil War in a global per-
spective’, Journal of the Civil War Era, 1 (2011): 79-95; Robert E. Bonner, “The salt
water Civil War: Thalassological approaches, ocean-centered opportunities’, Fournal of
the CivilWar Era, 6 (2016): 243-67; Donna Gabaccia, <A long Atlantic in a wider world’,
Arlantic Studies, 1 (2004): 10-12.

42 Emma Rothschild, “Late Atlantic history’, in Canny and Morgan, eds., The Oxford
handbook of the Adlantic world, 1450-1850,p. 647; for exceptions, see Daniel T. Rodgers,
Arlantic crossings: Social politics in a progressive age (Cambridge, MA, 1998), and the essays
in the fourth part of Falola and Roberts, eds.s The Atlantic world, 14502000, pp. 275-
358 (‘Globalization and its discontents’), on the twentieth-century Atlantic world.

4 Bernard Bailyn, “The idea of Atlantic history’ Ttinerario, 22 (1996): 19-44, revised and
expanded in Bailyn, Atlantic history, PP- 1-56; O’Reilly, Genealogies of Atlantic history’s
Armitage, “Three concepts of Atlantic history’.

4 Armitage, “Three concepts of Atlantic history’, 17-29.

45 Joseph Roach, Gities of the dead: Circum-Atlantic performance (Cambridge, MA, 1996),
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can draw Atlantic history into closer and more productive dialogue with
other oceanic histories. These three new concepts supplement but do not
supplant my earlier trichotomy. Taken together, they can offer novel ways
to re-energise the field of Atlantic history and to increase its integration

with other areas of historical analysis.

Infra-Atlantic History

Infra-Atlantic history is the inverse of circum-Atlantic history as ‘the his-
tory of the ocean as an arena distinct from any of the particular, nar-
rower, oceanic zones that comprise it’.*® In contrast to that integrative

approach, it focuses instead on those more specific and bounded regions

that flow into or abut upon the larger ocean but which have their own

integrity as islands and archipelagos, littorals and beaches, straits, gulfs
and seas in their own right. It is the history of the peoples who inhab-
ited these sub-regions, who lived by the sea or pursued maritime lives
in coastal and insular waters. This is not the Atlantic as a congeries of

cis-Atlantic histories, because there is no assumption that those places

should be connected to a larger circuit of communication. Nor is it the
d as a series of distinct spaces

Atlantic as a ‘world’ or a ‘gystem’ but instea
and the competing visions that emerged from them. To paraphrase a dis-

tinction Greg Dening made for Pacific history, it is history iz the Atlantic

rather than history of the Atlantic.*
Infra-Atlantic history draws inspiration from adjacent oceanic histo-

ries that have also attempted to break down wider oceans into their com-
s essay on the Red Sea in

ponent parts. As Jonathan Miran notes in hi
this volume, ‘most maritime spaces are innately fractured, fragmented
and unstable arenas’; with this, he affirms the argument of Peregrine

Horden and Nicholas Purcell that the Mediterranean should be spared

from Braudelian synthesis by decomposition into many microecolo-

gies or Sugata Bose’s similar claims in favour of the dizzyingly various
‘hundred horizons’ visible in the Indian Ocean arena.’® It has been sug-
gested that the future of global history in an age of resurgent nationalism,
populism and anti-globalism lies in narrating disintegration as well as

5 Armitage, ‘Three concepts of Adlantic history’, 18.

49 Greg Dening, “History “in” the Pacific’, The Contemporary Pactfic, 1 (1989): 134-39;
compare Blakemore, “The changing foriunes of Atlantic history’™: 862, on the attendant
<risk of losing the impulse to search for connections across boundaries or on an Atlantic
scale’ that might come with history ‘in’ rather than ‘of” the Atlantic.

50 Miran, “The Red Sea’, in this volume, D 171; Peregrine Horden and Nicholas Purcell,
The corrupting sea: A study of Mediterranear history (Oxford, 2000); Sugata Bose, A hun-

dred horizons: The Indian Ocean in the age of global empire (Cambridge, MaA, 2006).
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consciousness of attachment and importance; it reframes as plenitude
what outsiders put down as the absence or insignificance of territories in
the ‘Earth’s empty quarter’.’¢ There were no Indigenous Atlantic equiva-
lents to the immense colonising voyages of the Polynesian navigators,
which made islands into stepping-stones across vast oceanic expanses.
The ‘Atlantic Mediterranean’, populated by islands from the Canaries to
the Azores and joined together by Atlantic winds, could hardly compare
with these, though the Caribbean islands and the adjacent coastal regions
of southern North America and northern South America have a claim to
be a ‘trans-oceanic Mediterranean’ or even an ‘Atlantic Oceania’, albeit
on a far smaller scale than anything within the Pacific.” Territories such
as Ascension Island, Tristan da Cunha and St Helena remained remote
from each other and from the five continents until well into the twentieth
century, and for much of the eighteenth century, St Helena had func-
tioned as a gateway to the Indian Ocean world while the Falkland Islands
‘openfed] ... facilities of passing into the Pacifick Ocean’.”® These were
islands i the Atlantic, but not quite of it.

Mediating berween the Atlantic, its islands and the lands that surround
it are its coasts and beaches. All maritime activity begins from these
regions where land and sea meet but their potential within Atlantic his-
tory has only just begun to be explored.® Within the historiography of
the Pacific, the beach holds a special place as a metaphor for the meet-
ing of cultures and a space where mutual understandings and misun-
derstandings were performed and identities continually reshaped.®® The
beach has not functioned as illuminatingly in Atlantic historiography,

in Hau’ofa, W are the ocean: Selected works

36 Epeli Hau’ofa, ‘Our sea of islands’ (1993),
s empty quarter? Pacific islands in

(Honolulu, HI, 2008), pp. 27-40; R. G.Ward, ‘Earth’
a Pacific world’, The Geographical Fournal, 155 (1989): 235-46.

57 Felipe Fernandez-Armesto, Before Columbus: Exploration and colonisation from the
Mediterranean to the Atlantic, 1229-1492 (Basingstoke, 1987), p. 152; David Abulafia,
‘Mediterraneans’, in W. V. Harris, ed., Rethinking the Mediterreanean (Oxford, 2005),
pp. 82-85; John R. Gillis, “Islands in the making of an Adantic Oceania, 1500-1800’, in
Jerry H. Bentley, Renate Bridenthal and Kiren Wigen, eds., Seascapes: Maritime histo-
ries, littoral cultures, and transoceanic exchanges (Honolulu, HI, 2007), pp. 21-37. On the
Caribbean, compare Joshua Jelly-Schapiro, Island people: The Caribbean and the world
(New York, 2016), pt. II, “The Lesser Antilles: Sea of 1slands’.

58 John McAleer, ‘Looking East: St Helena, the South Atlantic and Britain’s Indian Ocean
world’, Adantic Studies, 13 (2016): 78-98; George Anson, 4 voyage around the world, in
the years MDCCXL, I II, 111, IV, ed. Richard Walter (London, 1748}, p. 92, cit. 1bid., 79,
on the Falklands. On the importance of islands more generally, the classic work remains
Richard H. Grove, Green imperialism: Colonial expansion, tropical island Edens, and the
orgins of environmentalism, 1600—1860 (Cambridge, 1995).

59 For more general inspiration, see Alison Bashford, “Terraqueous histories’, The Historical
Fournal, 60 (2017): 253-73.

0 Greg Dening, Beach crossings: Voyaging across times, cultures and self (Carlton, Vic., 2004).
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examined at this granular level of micro-regions, infra-Atlantic history

shows that two features of Atlantic history usually assumed to have an
elective affinity, connectivity and integration, were only contingently
related: to be enmeshed within Atlantic networks was not necessarily
to be part of an ever more entangled Atlantic world. Yet infra-Atlantic
history, may still appear superficial, in the literal sense of the term. Like
most species of Atlantic history, it starts on the surface of land and ocean
and builds upwards and outwards from there. To go deeper, we need to

consider ‘sub-Atlantic’ history.

Sub-Atlantic History

Sub-Atlantic history is history from below — not in the traditional, social-
historical, meaning of that phrase as the history of those beneath the elites,
but rather as history that took place ‘below the water line’ or ‘below the
waves’.56 The term ‘sub-Atlantic’ seems to have emerged at that pivotal
moment in the middle of the nineteenth century when the two Atlantics
were increasingly united by the advent of steam navigation and when the
telegraph joined both sides of the Atlantic for the first time: for example,
the Oxford English Dictionary’s earliest instances of ‘subatlantic’ come
from 1854 and 1875, respectively: ‘subatlantic telegraphy’ and the ‘sub-

atlantic cable enterprise’.’” More recently, the word has been invoked,
with reference to Caribbean thinkers such as Edouard Glissant and the
late Derek Walcott, to cover the realm of ‘the sub-Atlantic as a repository
» 68 Sub-Atlantic history can cover all these senses

of historical memory .
and more, to denote the world beneath the waves of the Atlantic, its cur-

rents, sea-floor and waters, as well as the denizens of marine ecosystems,
human interactions with the natural world of the Atlantic, and the his-

tory that took place within the ocean itself.®
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drove these developments. Future Atlantic historians will want to look az
the ocean, as well as across it, to discern its true historical dimensions.
Consciousness of the ocean gua ocean also forms part of sub-Atlantic
history. Because most white inhabitants of the Atlantic world until the
early nineteenth century shared a post-Roman prejudice against swim-
ming, ‘it is most certain that the Indians, and the Negroes excel [led] all
others in [the] Arts of Swimming and Diving’. For this reason, Africans,
African Americans and Native Americans were on the leading edge of
submarine knowledge-gathering in the Atlantic, for example working to
recover specimens for Sir Hans Sloane in Jamaica, diving for pearls or
salvaging materials from wrecks.” They were also more likely to fall vic-
tim to ferocious fauna like sharks: ‘the shark and the slave trade had gone
together from the beginning’.”® More generally, while the geography of
the Atlantic was reasonably well known by the late sixteenth century, its
oceanography and hydrography only began to explored in the late eight-
eenth century. Before then, although fishermen and sailors possessed
vernacular understandings of the winds and waters of the Atlantic and
its animal populations, exploration of the ocean was confined to coastal
waters. The first deep-sea sounding of the Atlantic took place from HMS
Racehorse in the Norwegian Sea in 1773 but major scientific work on
the deep ocean did not take off until the late nineteenth century, with
the Challenger expedition of 1872-76.77 The invention of sonar allowed
much deeper investigation and led, in the 1950s, to the great achieve-
ment of Marie Tharp and Bruce Heezen in mapping the mid-Atlantic
ridge — a breakthrough not just for sub-Atlantic history but also for the
emergent theory of plate tectonics.” More than half a century later, the
Atlantic, like much of the rest of the world’s deep oceans, still remains
largely uncharted territory — an inner space awaiting scientific explora-
tion, but also ripe for historical investigation as well.
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he oceans ensure that any attempt

oceanographic connections among t
d constraining. There is a myth of

to separate them will be artificial an
oceans as well as a myth of continents.? The means to break such myths

is by acknowledging those continuities. Oceans connect.® Atlantic his-
tory links to many other oceanic histories. If taken in isolation, its own
history might simply appear to be arbitrarily infra-oceanic. And if the
Atlantic is too large to capture some historical processes, it is certainly
too small to encompass those that operated on interoceanic, transre-
gional and global scales.

From the fifteenth century onwards, historical actors would never have
mistaken the Atlantic for a discrete oceanic realm. For Columbus, what
would later be known as the Atlantic was a gateway to Asia, an alternative
to a Mediterranean and trans-continental route increasingly blocked by
the Ottoman Empire. His successors in the sixteenth, seventeenth and
centh centuries who sought a North-West Passage likewise assumed
ded and land-locked. Throughout the early
smopolitans — sailors, soldiers, mer-
moved between oceanic worlds,
86 Slave-traders and planters
enforced labour from the

eight
the Atlantic was not boun
modern world, globe-trotting co
chants, clerics, pilgrims and the like —
Mediterranean, Atlantic and Indian Ocean.

who carried forms of staple production and of
Mediterranean and the Atlantic islands across the ocean assumed — like

promoters of import substitution for goods like wine, olives and silk from
Richard Hakluyt to John Locke and beyond — that climate connected the
Atlantic Americas with the lands around the Mediterranean in southern
Europe and North Africa. With the large-scale extraction of silver from
in Mexico and Peru, the first empire on which the sun never set -
the Spanish Monarchy — became the vehicle for the first circuit of early
modern globalisation with the Manila galleons as its conveyor-belt from
1571 to 1815.87 When the Philippines were administered from the vice-
royalty of New Spain, it was clear even by the late sixteenth century that
the Hispanic Atlantic world extended far across the Pacific. Indeed, in
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