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HE author of the following pages having, in the earlier
part of his hife, travelled through moft parts of Europe,
and oblerved various modes of civilized fociety, was delirous
of cgntemplating human nature 1n fimpler ftates; and, from
what he had hcard and read, he concluded, that Africa
prefented the moft ample field for fuch obfervations. Ac-
cordingly, in the year 1787, he communicated his defign to
his fovercign, the late intelligent and enterprifing King of
Sweden, who not only granted him lcave of ablence from
the oflice he had the honour to hold under him; but was
alfo gracioully plealed to favour with lis royal countenance
and {upport, miell and his fellow-travellers, Dr. A. Sparr-
man, known to the public by his voyages to the Cape of
Good Hope, and round the world with the celebrated Cook,
and Captain Arrhenius, of the Swedifh artillery, a very
able and experienced mineralogift,

They travelled by land from Stockholm to Paris, with
his majefty’s particular recommendation to the court of
Irance, where their views were very cordially promoted.
A paflage was granted to them i a French thip from Havre
de Grace to Africa, and they carried orders to all the

B french



i1 INTRODUCTION,

French governors and agents on the coaft, to give them
every kind of affiftance, which accordingly theyreceived
wherever they thought proper to land. Thus the
author’s opportunities of obfervation were uncommonly
favourable, and he flatters himfelf he did not let them
elcape altogether unimproved.

The chief objects of his enquiry and obfervation in Mrica
were the charalter of the natives, and the evils they fuffer
from the flave-trade, the produce of the country, and above

all, how far 1t leemed capable of improvement and of
colonization,

The author, & returming to Europe, in 1788, call.
ed on fone friends he had left in England eleven years
before.  Dr. Sparrman, who went firflt to Paris, fhortly
afterwards joined him in London; Captain Arrhenius going
direCtly to Sweden. It foon tranfpiring that they had jult
returned from Africa, they were fummoned before the
Britith Privy Council, in whofe interefting report their
opinions on the fubject of this work ftand recorded in thefe
words: “ The queftion being put to Mr. Wadftrom and to
Dr. Sparrman, whether they thought that by any and what
encouragement the natives of that country might be induced
to cultivate .the above articles” (viz. cotton, indigo, the
fugar cane, &c.) * fo as to make them objects of commerce?
—Mr. Wadltrom gave it as his opinion, that the only encou-
ragement would be by fettling a colony of Europeans there,
and though they would proceed by very flow degrees, yet
they would gradually reconcile the princes and natives of
the country to 1t; and he added, that he fhould himfelf be
glad to be one of the firlt to engage in fuch an undertak-
ing.’—* Dr. Sparrman thinks alfo this might be accom-

plilhed by planting colonies among them, and paying them
for
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for their labour, They have at prefent fome fort of in-
duftry, which by example might be increafed. They would
not at once be brought to regular and diwrnal labour;
but by little and little they might be reconciled to 1t*.”

In 1789, he publifhed a {mall tra&, now out of print,
compiled from his journals, and intitled “ Obfervations on
the Slave-trade in a Voyage to the Coalt of Guinea.” That
trade was then under parliamentary inveftigation in Eng-
land; and the author was flattered that his little piece might
contribute to 1t’s abolition. At prefent the colonization of
Africa fhares the attention of the friends of the fame caufe.
With renewed alacnity, therefore, he again fteps forward,
agrecable to his promile in the above-mentioned trall, in
hopes of promoting that grand defign, by proving that the
colonization of Africa 1s not only pratticable, but, in a
commercial view, highly prudent and advifeable.

The reader has no doubt, by this time, difcovered that
the perfon who now addrefles him 15 2 zealous friend to the
Africans. But 1t 1s prefumed that his zeal is not inconfift-
ent with fober truth; and that friendfhip to the Africans is
not incompatible with friendfhip to the Europeans, and to
all mankind. The author has ever thought that the moft
likely way to promote the civilization of mankind, would
be to lead their attivity into the cultivation of their country,
as the beft exercife for their affeftions, and to diffufe among
them a {pint of lberal commerce, to exercife their under-
ftanding. Thus, cultivation and commerce eftablithed
upon right principles, rendering the mind ative, would
carly difpofe it for the reception of pure moral inftruttion:
commodities in this cafe could not fail to become the

* Privy Council’s Report, Part I, Art. ** Produce.”

B o vehicles



v INTRODUCTION,

vehicles of 1deas and inventions; the beft fyflems of
morality or religion would of confequence foon prevail;
and the human fpecies thereby would be ulnmatcly
improved and exalted.

Thinking thus, the author, particularly fince he trod the
fertile foil of Africa, and furveyed her rude, but valuable,
natural flores, has often been grieved and aftonithed that
{uch a country thould have been fo long overlooked by the
induftrious nations in Europe, Of this and fome other cu-
rious circumftances relative to Africa, he will endeavour, in
the enfuing tradl, to trace the caufes. Here he will only
alk, in the words of the celebrated Profeflor Zimmerman ofe
Brunfwick, “ Why have not other mercantile nations long
ago opened their eyes, and looked into the benefits that
would arife from a better knowledge of Africa? It may be
anfwered, that, befides the prejudice that fo ftrongly go-
verns the world in general, we muft not altogether reproach
them. One of the fineft and moft increafing Dutch colonies
1s that at the Cape of Good Hope. France has flourithing
colonies in the Ifles of France and Bourbon. Portugal has
feveral mportant cllablifhments, and Denmark has lately
given us a proof of what (he intends to do. The day, I
hope, 1s not far diftant when Africa will enrich Europe with
the moft lucrative commerce.” Indulging the fame pleaf-
ing hope, the author molt chearfully joins his efforts with
thofe of the benevolent and enlightened Britons, whe are
now endeavouring to form colonies in Africa—happy if his
perfonal obfervations, fupported and illuftrated by the
beft authorities, fhould contribute to remove prejudices,
and to prevent dangerous miftakes in thofe who may here-
after enter upen fuch undertakings in that quarter of the

world.
: AN
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CHAP L

OBSTRUCTIONS TO COLONIZATION, PARTICULARLY IN AFRICA.

1. HEN the maritrme nations of Europe firft at- Einiszfﬂif
tempted to found colonies in the Indies, they an rclonifs

had prodigious dificulties to encounter, Few of the ad. ™ ¢85

venturers feem to have been aware of the ferious nature of

fuch undertakings, and of the neceflity of proceeding on

regular and well d:gefled plans. Many of them appear to

have embarked with expectations of the fpeedy acquilition

of wealth; ~but without well knowing where they were to

land, and to reap this golden harvet. Even the beft

informed of them were unapprized of the inconvemences.
which they were to guard againft, and unacquainted with
the dilcales of het climates, and the means of prevention
and cure; efpecially with that 1nvaluable medicine, the
Peruvian bark., Many of the lower clafs of fettlers were
men of debauched habits, and unacceftomed to the labour
of clearing land ; and all of them but indifferently provided

fj,_ !l

with
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with the accommodations and diet neceflary to fupport them
under their exertions. Such, except n the cafe of Penn-
fylvania and one or two others, appears to be a pretty good
gencral fketch of the charafters and condutl of the firit
European colonies. We cannot here be more particular;
but, if the intelligent reader will call to mind the various
difalters and diftrefles which the original fettlers of moft of
the modern European colomes fuffered, he will not wonder
that fome of them failed, but that almoft any of them fuc-
cecded. The liberal{pirit of enterprize, however, which then
ammated the merchants of fome nations, and the govern-
ments of others, in many cafes, repaired firlt mifcarriages,
overcame every obftacle, and at length founded colones,
fome of which now emulate powerful nations.

2. While fuch fplendid eflablithments have been formed
in Afa and America, “ it 1s melancholy to obferve that”
Africa, a country much more acceflible to European com-
merce than either Afla or America, and, “ which has near
10,000 miles of fea-coaft, and noble, large, deep-rivers,
fhould yet have no navigation; ftreams penetrating into the
the very centre of the country, but of no benefit to it. In
(hort, Africa, though a full quarter of the globe, ftored with
an inexhauftible treafure, and capable, under proper improve-
ments, of producing fo many things delightful as well as
convenient, ieems utterly negletted by thofe who are civi-
lized themlelves®.” It may not be amifs briefly to ftate
what appear to me to have been among the caufes of the
neglect which the refpetable author here notices.

3- One grand incitement to European enterprize, in the
hifteenth century, feems to have been the difcovery of a

* Polllethwayt's Dictionary, Article * Africa,”
paflage
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pallage by fea to the Ealt Indies, which fhould lay open ¢ H AP
to all nations the commerce of that country, then monopo- _"__,
lized by the Venetians. In 1492, Columbus, in queft of a

wefterly paflage to the Ealt Indies, was unexpefledly inter-

rupted in his courfe by the iflands of America. In 1497,

Valquez de Gama purfued and accomplithed the fame ob-

je€t, by doubling the Cape of Good Hope.

4. Both thefe events appear to have operated greatly to The Stave.
the difadvantage of Africa. The coaft of that continent, "™
after having ferved as a clue to conduét navigators to the
Eaft Indies, was 1t{elf comparatively neglefed; not on ac-
count of any natural inferiority in it's foil, climate, or pro-
duttions; but becaufe the Africans, not having advanced fo
far in the arts as the Ealt Indians, nor having then difcover-
ed fuch quantities of the precious metals as the Americans,
could not :mmediately {upply the European demand for
thofe defirable productions, which the commerce of the
Eaft afforded. Thus Afia and America became the princi-
pal theatres of the ambition and avidity of the Europeans;
and happy had 1t been for Africa if they had fo continued.

But 1t is diftreffing to recollett the rapid progrefs of Euro-
pean imquity among the fimple and untutored nations
inhabiting the other quarters of the world. Their opera-
tions in America were deplorably injurious to. Africa. It
was foon found that the aborigines of the former could
not endure the toils impoled on them by their pew malters,
“ The natives of Hilpaniola alone were reduced, in fifteen -
years, from at leaft one million to about 60,000*." Hence
arole the apparent or pretended neceffity (for there never can
be any real neceflity to commit.villainy) of reforting to

* Robertfon's Hiftory of America,.
Africa
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cH A P. Africa for a fupply of labourers, in form of {laves. Here

g__,__‘,‘)‘ commenced the Slave-trade, that fcourge of the human race,
which has kept down a great part of the Africans in a ftate
of anarchy and blood, and which, while it's nefarious exift-
cnce 1s tolerated, will prove tAe grand obftacle to their im-
provement and civilization.  Early in the fixteenth century,
this traffic had affumed an appearance of fyftem; for we
find that, in 1517, the Emperor Charles V. granted a patent
to certain f{lave-merchants for .the annual {upply of 4000
negroes to the iflands of Hifpaniola, Cuba, Jamaica and
Porto Rico. It has fince been cherifhed with as much care,
as if the very exiftence of legitimate commerce depended
on it, and as if, in principle and prattice, it perfectly-ac-
corded with the feelings and fentiments of 1t's patrons.

The Wefl 5 Without undervaluing the Weft Indian fugar colo-

theirimport- TNIES, WE May venture to oblcrve, that their importance, nay,
"™ according to the planters themfelves, their very. exiftence,
depends on Africa. That continent {upplies them with

flaves, whom they call by the foft name of “ Negro la-
bourers,” and who alone confer a value on their property.

Some affirm, with much probability, that they.allo owe to

Africa the very objett of their labours. Certain 1t 15, that

- the fugar-cane grows f{pontanéoufly in Africa; but whe-

ther 1t be a native of the Weft Indics, 1s a eontroverted

pomnt. Be this as it may, it was {urely fomewhat prepofters

ous to drag the Africans to the Weft Indies, there to drudge

amidft whips and chains, in cultivating a commodity which,

had they been prudently and humanely dealt with, they

might Have been induced to raife, as an.article of com.

merce, upon their own foil, and that much: nearer to the
European markets than the nearelt of the Welt Indian

iflands.
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COLONIZATION, 5

flands*. But the very vicinity of Africa, which fhould € H A V.
have recommended it to the Europeans, may have operated g_.,,.__.g
to it’s difadvantage ; for mankind generally fet the greatelt

value on things diftant and difficult to be obtamned. Dif-

tance, like afog, confufes objects, and lends them amagnitude

that does not belong to them; and thus falcinates and mif-

leads men of warm imaginations, often to their injury,
fometimes to their run.

6. But the flave-trade, as carried on in Africa, not only Oppﬁllun of
merchants

impedes the progrefs of the natives in the arts of induftry znd plancers
and peace; but alfo now prevents the European merchants
concerned init, or in the fugar colonies, from countenancing
the colomzation of that continent, from an il founded
apprehenfion, that fuch new eftablifhments may interfere
with thofe in the Weft Indies, It is indeed well known,
that the Sierra Leona Company experienced very great op-
pofition from the felfifh and ungenerous African traders,
and Weft Indian merchants and planters. In juftice, how-
ever, to feveral of the more hiberal individuals of thofe bo-
dies, we muft obferve, that, difregarding vulgar prejudices,
they faw no caufe of alarm from fuch eftablifhments. They
probably confidered, that felf-intereft is always, in the end,
beft promoted by liberality; and that as all the cotten pro-

* Voyages from England to the neareft of the Weft Indian iflands are performed,
on an average, in about thirty days; to the moft diflant, in about fix weeks.-A voy-
age to Sierra Leona occupies about twenty days; but Mr, Falconbridge once arriv-
ed therc from England in fcventecn days, Voyages home both from Africa and
the Weit Indies, are longer than thole ¢o them, from the oppofition of the trade
winds; and homeward bound thips from Jamaica, St. Domingo, Cuba, and the Ba.
hamas are farther interrupted by the gulph fiream.---In 1784, a French frigate ar.
rived at Senegal from Breft in thirteen days, and returned in fifteen.-~The Chevalier

de Boufflers told me that he arrived at Senegal from Havre in twenty days, and that
the veflel returned to Havre in the fame ume,

C duced
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CHAP ducedin the Britifh iflands is quite inadequate to the de-
‘—~—~s mand of the Britith manufaGurers, fo the confumption of
fugar being rapidly increafing, in Europe and America, and
capable of indefinite extenfion, the ime may not be very
diftant when all the fugar that can be produced on the
Weft Indian plantations already fettled, may be equally 1n.
adequate to the fupply of the European and American
~markets, I fay on the Welt Indian plantations already fet-
tled; for it is the opinion of perfons well acquainted with
Welt Indian affairs, that thofc plantations cannot, on the

prefent {yftem, be profitably extended.

Objetonsa- 7, Befides the foregoing obftrutions to-the colonization

Enl!fgcﬂffa of Africa, feveral well meaning people have ftated fome ob-

wiwerd.  secions which ought to be anfwered.—Firft, « They fear
that the colonization of Africa would introduce, among the
fimple and innocent natives of that continent, the corrupted
manners of the Europeans.”—I anfwer, that the flave-trade
has already introduced, into thofe parts of Africa where 1t
prevails, the manners of the moft corrupted of the Europe-
ans ; but that a colony of {ober, honeft and induftrious peo-
ple from Europe, who will of courfe fix their refidence
where there is hittle or no flave-trade, and who will fupport
themfelves by agriculture, and not by commerce, need not
excite anyalarm whatever on thishead.  But the Europeans,
it may be faid, corrupted the aborigines of North America,
though neither party dealt in flaves.” Thus is unfortunately
true ; but it 1s equally true that this corruption was the work
of European traders, and not of Europeanfarmers. Thegenius
of commerce unfortunately prevailed, more than it ought to
have done, in the firft eftablifhment of the European colo-
nies, in the new world, Of the confequences of this unhap-

py alcendancy of commerce over agriculture, many
melan.
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melancholy inftances might be given, were this a proper €

7

HAP
I

place. Suffice it to obferve, what will fcarcely be denied, e

that the obje&t of the European traders in America (as
traders) was not to civilize the natives; but, like the white
{lave dealers in Africa, to turn their rude propenfities for
European liquors, gunpowder and baubles, to their own
immediate profit, without looking forward to the advantages,
to legitimate commerce, which, fooner or later, would have
refulted from their civilization. Nor have governments
feemed to be fufficiently fenfible of thofe advantages; for
while they ftrictly regulated the commerce of their fubjects
with civilized nations, they left them to pufh their trade
with the uncivilized in any diretion, and by any means,
their own blind avarice {uggefted. Hence followed
“ deeds unjuft—even to the full fwing of therr luft.” In
the Portuguefe colonies, indeed, of Grand Para and Maran-
hao, a Diretorio was eftablithed in 1758, for regulating the
dealings of the whites with the native Indians, who are there
defcribed as “ uncivilized and 1ignorant,” and “ univerfally
addifted to debauch in liquors, furnifhed them by the
whites.” It does not appear what effett thefe regulations
have had in eradicating the evil habits which had been pre-
vioufly foftered in the Indians by the Portuguefe pedlars.
But they have, in fome degree, civilized the native Africans
in their fettlements on the coaft; and the progrefs of the
Jefuits in Paraguay clearly proves that uncivilized nations
may be improved, infead of being debauched, as hath too
often happened, by an intercourfe with the Europeans.

8. Secondly. It 15 objected, that “ Colonies in Africa
would prove the means of perpetuating, and not of deftroy.
ing the flave-trade,” This objection would no doubt have

fome force, if commerce, and not cultivation, were to be
C s the
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¢ H A P the primary objeét of fuch eftablifhments; or even if culti-
.__,I,'d vation were to be carried on by human labour only, unal-
fited by the labour of cattle. But commerce and human
labour are both very capable of limitation and regulation ;
and 1n this work I hope to prove that it is very practicable
lo to hmit and regulate them 1n Africa, as to check the
hurtful predominancy of the one, and to prevent the oppref-
live tendency of the other.
9. Another objection s “ That the defence of colonies in
Africa would, like that of moft of the American colonies, be

burdenfome to the European governments, which fhould
favour their eftablithment.” To this it may be anfwered,

that, if according to the plan I mean to propofe, the colonifts
cultivate, from the beginning, an amicable coalition with the
natives, they will, like the above-mentioned eftablifhment
of the Jefuits in Paraguay, foon acquire fuch a degree of
ftrength as to fecure them from all wanton aggrefhion.

10. It feems unneceflary to fay more in this place, to fatif-
fy objectors who, upon the whole, with to promote the civi-
lization of Africa, if they clearly faw how it could be effefted:
for one great end of this work is, to remove their confcien-
tious {cruples; moft of which, however, appear 1o me to

deferve attention, more on account of their motives, than of
their flrength,

] r i L]
1 re | 1 " . LI f l
1I| I " ‘-i ¢ & ! ' . | I - - y f -P
. ﬂ:'i;t L]
#



{9)

{ :
L | r
o T SR SR

' ] ; ’ ‘ ! I -I
- b L] -
! ;r T * ' ‘.f]* I|1"#" )

CHAP I
CHARACTER AND DISPOSITION OF THE AFRICANS.

11. CIVIL and religious government is allowed to be the Gorern.
. ' ments, &C

principal caufe which affefts (and even forms) the gy pationl

characters of nations. Climate, diet, occupation, and a vari- charattet.

ety of other lefs confiderable caufes contribute their fhare

to the general effect. It 1s not, however, by abftract realon-

ings alone, on the {eparate or combined influence of thofe

caufes that the charatter of a nation can be afcertained;

but atual obfervations on their genius and condu@ muft

alfo be attended to. Such obfervations cannot be too nu-

merous; nor can general conclufions be too cautioufly

drawn from them.

12, That this important moral balance may be ftruck Mifeprefon
with perfet impartiality, the obferver ought to difmifs ‘o of
every prejudice, and to leave his mind open to a full and the Africsne
fair imprefion of all the circumftances. Every well
difpoled man will allow the neceflity of fuch procedure,
who knows how grolsly the very people of whom we are
treating, have been mifreprefented by thofe who firlt made
merchandize of their perfons, and then endeavoured, by
calumny, to juftify theirown condutt towards them. The ac-
counts of African governors and other {lave merchants, have
been but too implicity followed by authors of no {mall
note, who never were in Africa, and who did not fufpect
that the writers they quoted were interefted in mifleading

them.
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CHARACTER AND DISPOSITION

them. Hence it is to be feared, that many well meaning
perfons have been led to believe that the Africans are fo
infenfible as not to feel their ill treatment, or fo wicked as
not to delerve better; and have therefore, without farther
examination, left them to what they think a merited fate.
13. The author, aware of the difficulty of this part of his
fubjelt, has all along laboured to obferve as minutely and
extenfively, and to judge as impartially, as he could. But,
after all his diligence, he is only able to offer fome fhort
and imperfect {ketches. Imperfet, however, as they are,
he 15 con{cious they are faithfully copied from the original.
14. He believes every man, who has made 1t his bufinefs
to compare the conduét of civilized and uncivilized nations,
will admit that the former are governed by reafon, and the
latter by their will and affections, or what are commonly
called their paflions—or at leaft that, upon the whole, rea-
fon influences mankind in proportion as they are civilized.
15. This obfervation may be applied very appofitely to
the Africans. Their underftandings have not been nearly
fo much cultivated as thofe of the Europeans; but their
paffions, both defenfive and focial, are much ftrongef. - No
people are more fenfible of difrefped, contempt, or injury,
or more prompt and violent in refenting them. They are
alfo apt to retain a fenfe of injury, till they obtain fatisfac-
tion, or gratify revenge. In this they refemble other im-
perfectly civilized tribes, and even the more refined
Europeans, in whom that benevolent religion, which teaches
forgivenefs of enemies, has not yet produced it's full effe&.
For was not fatisfattion to offended honour ; that is, was
nota certain mode of revenge a diftinguithing part of the
fyltem of chivalry? And do not our modern duelifts, the
polite fucceflors of the ancient knights, ftill cherith a prin-

ciple
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ple which they will not allow to be called revenge; but for 9 F A P
which fober people cannot find a better name? Revenge
caufes wars in Africa: and are there no fymptoms of its
producing wars in Europe? But African wars are never
protracted, with cold-blooded perfeverance, to the length of
the fiege of Troy; nor is peace ever negociated with a view to
future wars. The Africans have no particular tortures in
referve for their prifoners, like the North American In-
dians; nor do they ever devour them, like the natives of
New Zealand.

16. But if they be charged with hatred to their enemies,
kindnefs to their friends ought, in candour, to be ftated to
their credit; and their holpitality to unprotected ftrangers
is liberal, difinterefted, and free from oftentation; as I my-
felf and many others have experienced. Their kind-
nefs, and refpectful attention to white perfons, with
whofe charaflers they are fatisfied, arifes to a degree of par-
tiality which, all things confidered, is perfetly furprifing.
Perfons of this defcription may, and often do, refide among
them 1n perfect fecurnity, receiving the beft poflible proofs
of their good will, namely the moft prefling folicitations to
{ettle among them. This partiality to well difpafed Europe-
ans extends alfo to their drefs, manners, and commodities ;
in fhort, taevery thing that 1s European—a difpolition which
might long ago have been improved to the beft purpofes.

17. ‘On thofe parts of the coaft and country, where the
flave-trade prevails, the inhabitants are fhy and referved, as
well they may! and on all occafions go armed, left they
fhould be way-laid and carried off.

18. In maternal, filial, and fraterpal affetion, I {cruple not
to pronounce them. {uperior to any Europeans I ever was

among ;
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“ B P. among; but, as they practice polygamy, their paternal and

‘s conjugal affections may be fuppofed lefs ardent.

:j;::;';j;::c 19. As many of them have not fufficient employment

Furopen  either for their heads or their hands, they are apt torelieve

"™ liflleflnefs by intoxication, when they can procure the
means. So very fuccelsful, indeed, have the European
{lave-dealers been, in exciting in them a thirft for {pirits,
that it is now become one of the principal pillars of their
trade; for the ghiefs, intoxicated by the hiquor with which
they are purpolely bribed by the whates, often make bar-
gains and give orders fatal to their fubjels, and which, when
fober, they would gladly retract. A defire for fpirituous
liquors, however, 1s the failing of all uncivilized people.
In particular, it has greatly thinned fome American tribes,
and almoft annihilated others.

20. Their notions and practices refpeéting pl’operty are
not more inaccurate or mrregular than thofe of other men in
the fame flage of fociety; as 1s evident from the general
conduct of fuch of them as are unconneéted with this de-
ftruttive commerce. But thofe who are, may be expefted
to be tainted with it's concomitant vices. As the whites
practice every fraud upon them, in the quantity and quality
of the goods delivered, and in trepanning their perfons, the.
blacks cannot carry on thus trade, on equal terms, without
reforting to fimilar prattices, As to the injuftice, cruelty
and rapine which, at the inftigation of the whites, they prac-
tice on one another, they are not more difgraceful than the
well known trades of crimps, and kidnappers, and prefs-
gangs, carried on, without foreign inftigation, in feveral
European countries, and even protected, or conmved at, by
their governments. At the worft, thefe prallices are not fo

difgrace-
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difgraceful to uncivilized men as to their civilized, Europe. € H A T,

. 0 : : : 1.
an inftigators. Menzel gives a horrid detail of the opera- u__l,—a

tions of the Zeelverkoopers, (foul-mongers) of Holland,
whofe infamous trade it is to trepan men for their Eaft In.
dian fettlements. By fuch means, the author afhirms, that
the population of the peftiferous city of Bataviais kept
from total exftintion®.

21. Of the infamous arts of the Europeans, and the con- Infuance ;gt
fequent intoxication and violence of one of the African 5,

chiefs, I have had ocular proof, In order to promote the v

flave-trade, the French governors at Goree fend yearly
prefents to the black kings, who return a gift of flaves. In
1787, 1 attended an embally of this kind to the King of
Barbefin at Joal, on the coaft between Goree and Gambna.
That chief having been unwilling to pillage, was kept con-
flantly 1mntoxicated, by the French and mulattoes, till they
prevailed on him toiflue the dreadful mandate. When fo-
ber, he exprefled extreme reluctance to harrafs his people.
He complained that the traders of Goree, after making him

trifling prefents, came upon him with long accounts, and
endlels pretenfions; that the governor liftened too readily

to their tales, thought too little of the fufferings of the ne-
groes, and muft have been impofed upon, when he allowed
his name tobe ufed on fuch occafions—An allegation which
moft probably was true; for the Chevalier de Boufflers
then governor, I really behieve, was ignorant of thefe knav-
ifh proceedings; but, ike many other great men, was the
dupe of his courtiers. I heard the king more than once
hold this language, had it interpreted on the fpot, and infert-

- # Belchreibung vori Cape de Bonne Efperance, (Defcription of the Cape of
Good Hope) Vol. 1. p. 351, 857, 369.

D ed
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ed 1t in my journal: and yet he foon aftér ordered the pil.
lage to be executed.

22. On this occafion it happened that only one captive
was taken. This was a handfome young negrefs, who, not-
withflanding her tears, was forthwith carried on board a
fhip then lying off Joal. Asfhe belonged, however, to one
of thofe families who, by the laws of the country, are ex-
empted from flavery, this action fhocked the people fo much
that a commotion enfued. The king having, by this time,
come to his fenfes, and leeing the danger, entreated the pur-
chafer to return the girl. The Frenchman, though fur-
rounded by a great multitude of negroes, and though our
party, including Dr. Sparrman, Captain Arrhenius, and my-
{elf, confifted but of five white men, was fo madly obft-
nate as to refufe his requeft. I fay madly, for in all the
conjunftures-of my life, I never was fo alarmed for the fafe.
ty of 1t. After much entreaty, however, he reftored the
young woman to her difconfolate relations, the king pro-
mifing him two flaves in exchange, whom he expefted to

feize on a future expedition.
93. The oppofers of ihe colonization of Africa would

have 1t believed, that the natives are incurably ftupid and

indolent: but I have in my pofleflion the means of proving
the contrary; for, on a queftion put to me in a committee
of the Britith Houfe of Commons, I offered to produce fpe-
cimens of their manufaGures in iron, gold, fillagree work,
leather, cotton, matting and balket-work, fome of which
equal any articles of the kind fabricated in Europe, and
evince that, with proper encouragement, they would make
excellent workmen. All men are idle till incited to induf-
try, by their natural or artificial wants. Their foil eafily

fupplies their natural neceffities, and the whites have never
| tried
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tried to excite in them any innocent artificial wants; norin- € H AP
deed any other wants than thofe of brandy, baubles, trade-

guns, powder and ball, to intoxicate or amufe their chiefs,
and to afford them the means of laying walte their coun-
try.

24, Even the leaft improved tribes make their own fith.
ing tackle, canoes and implements of agriculture. I forgot
to mention falt and foap, and dying among the manufactures
of thofe I vifited, and who are by no means exempted from
the evils of the flave-trade. If, even while that traffic du-
turbs their peace, and endangers their perfons, they have
made fuch a progrefs, what may we not expett if that griev-
ous obftacle were removed, and their ingenuity diretted
into a proper channel?

o5. The flave-trade difturbs their agriculture {hill more
than their manufatures; for men will not be fond of plant-
ing who have not a moral certainty of reaping. Yet, even
without enjoying that certainty, they raife gramn, fruits, and
roots, not only {ufficient for their own confumption, but
even to {upply the demands of the European fhipping, of-
ten to a confliderable extent. In fome iflands and parts of
the coaft, where there is no flave-trade, they have made
great progrefls in agriculture, At the 1fland of Fernando
Po, in particular, they have fuch quantities of provifions,
as to fpare a [ufficiency for all the fhipping at Calabar, Del
Rey, and Camerones. In fome places, they bring their
produce to the coaft on their heads, and return home load-
ed with European goods. Others go in armed bodzes even
a month’s journey nland, with articles for trade. In fome
places, they wood and water the fhips, and hire themfelves
to the Europeans to work for low wages, both in boats and
on hore, Infhort, their induftry is in general proportioned

D2 to
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c *{ [A P to their comparative civilization, to their own wants, to the

\—~ demand for their labour, to their defire for European goods,
and above all, to their total or partial exemption from the
{lave-trade *.

o6. Refined nations form fyftems, and rife to generals:
unpolifhed tribes dwell on detail, and trifle in particulars.
The Africans are unacquainted with the dextenity and dif-
patch arifing from the divifion of labour, and with the nu-
merous advantages of combined exertions fyftematically
conducted. Exceptin works which, without united efforts,
cannot be performed at all, they do every thing 1n a folita-
ry, defultory manner. Each individual or family, like the
pealants in fome parts of Europe, fpins, weaves, fews, hunts,
fifhes, and makes balkets, fifhing-tackle and implements of
agriculture ; fo that, confidering the number of trades they
exercife, their imperfect tools, and their {lill more imperfe&t
knowledge of machinery, the neatnefls of fome of their
works 1s really furprifing,

27. Of their labour in concert, I fhall give one example, of
which I have been a fpettator. The trees on the coaft I vi-
fited, being generally bent in their growth by the fea-breeze,
and wanting folidity, are unfit for cances. A tree of the
proper dimenfions is therefore chofen, perhaps fourteen or
hiteen miles up the country, which being cut into the requi-
fite length, but not hollowed, left it fhould be rent by acci-
dent, or by the heat of the fun, the people of the neareft vil-
lage draw it to the next, and thus fucceffively from village

to village, till it reach the coaft, where it is formed into a ca-

# See the evidence of Sir George Young, Captain Dalrymple, Captain Wilfon,

Captain Hall, Mr, Ellifon, &c. in Minutes of Evidence before the Houfe of Com-
mons.

NOC,
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noe, For this fevere labour the villagers look for no other © H A ¥
reward than a feaft and merry-making, which they enjoy in «myms
the true ftyle of rural fimplicity.

28. The fame happy mixture of united labour and feflivi-
ty takes place at building their houfes; alfo 1n cultivating,
planting or fowing their fields, belonging to the fame vil-
lage, and in reaping the crop, which is confidered as the
common property of the inhabitants. Such a prattice in
Europe would generate endlefs difputes; but among this
fimple people, 1s the beft bond of good neighbourhood.
Such indeed 15 the amiable fimplicity of manners which
reigns in the villages remote from the flave-trade, that
European vifitors are ready to imagine themielves car-
ried into a new world, governed by the pureft maxims of
patriarchal mnocence.

29. But though few of them unite their ftrength, except
on thefe, and a few fimilar, occafions, and moft of them turn
their hands to different occupations, we are not thence to
conclude unfavourably of their intellets, any more than of
the intelleéts of thofe European peafants, (in Sweden, Nor-
way, Scotland, &c.) whole practices are frmilar. On the
contrary, Lord Kaimes has obferved, I think with much
truth, that fuch pealants are generally more intelligent than
artificers, to whom the divifion of labour, in manufaturing
countries, has afligned one, fimple operation. A peafant, who
makes and repairs his ploughs, harrows, and harnefs, his
houfehold furniture,and even his cloaths,has anampler fcope
for his underftanding, and really becomes a more intelligent
being than he who {pends his whole life in-forging horfe-
{hoes, making nayls, or burnithing buttons. Such a being,
confined for life to a few fimple motions, may be {aid, in
fome degree, to lofe the ufe of all his powers, but that of

the



18 CIVILIZATION IN GENERAL,

c H AP the mulcles which perform thofe motions, His mtellet -

—~ lies dormant, for it's ufe is fuperfeded by a mere animal ha-
bit. He becomes, in fhort, a kind of live machine, 1n:the
hands of fome monied man, to contribute to the pride and
Juxury of drones, who poflefs no other talent than that of
turning to their own account the attivity of ther poor bre.
thren of mankind *,

90. I am unwilling to refine too much; but as the fitua-
tion of the Africans approaches much nearer to that of in.
telligent peafants than that of ftupid mechanics, I am inclin.
ed to think that their intelletts may have been improved by
being fo varioufly exercifed; for the natural way of im-
proving the human intellect, 1s to afford it an ample field of
ation; and the fure way to cramp and contratt it, is to keep
it inceffantly plodding in one dull purfuit, Certain it 1s, that
though, on the whole, paflion 1s more predominant in the Af-
rican charalter than reafon; yet their intelleéts are fo far
from being of an inferior order, that one finds it difficult
to account for their acutenefs, which fo far tranfcends their
apparent means of improvement.

W

CH AP IL
CIVILIZATION IN GENERAL,

Wil and on- 31, NO one will deny that the will and the underflanding

derianding,

the leading are the leading faculties of the humanmind. The

ﬂi"i‘;’ff will is attuated by love for, or affeffions to, fome objeéls in

# Sec Lord Kaimes's Sketches of the Hiftory of Man,
pre-
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preference o others, and thole affettions being poflefled by C 4 A P.
man in comion:with other animals, he would become a e
deftrultive being, if o fociety-lie had not an Opportunity

of giving:a focial bias to his underflunding, which is capable

of infinite elevation. But when this latter faculty is matur-

ed, it then acquires a right of governing and dire@ing the
affeltions and the will in the way moft conformable to focial

order.

32. The eftablifhment of this dominion of the underfland- Education

and civiliza-

ing over the wel, as influenced by the affelfions, is the effe® tion defired
of what we call education or civilization—Education with " " "
refpett to every man in particular, and civilization with re- plained
{pect to mankind in general.

99. Societies may be divided into the civilized and the
uncivilized; and the duties of the former to the latter are
{imilar to thofe of parents to children; for uncivilized na-
tions, like children, are governed by their affeGions, theit
under{tanding being uncultivated.

34. It we feel within ourfelves a principle which teaches
us to feek our own happinefs in that of our offspring; af:
cending from particulars to generals, we fhall alfo find,
that civilized nations ought, for their own advantage, fin-
cerely to promote the happinefs of the uncivilized.

95. As the tutelage of children is a ftate of fubjection; fo
it would feem that civilized nations have perhaps fome
right to exercife a fimilar dominion over the uncivilized,
provided that this dominion be confidered and exercifed as
a mild paternal yoke; provided alfo that it be ftrily li-
mited to alts conducive to their happinefs, and that it ceafe
when they arrive at maturity. Thefe provifos, it is hoped,
will prevent my meaning from being mifunderftood: for,

by ths paternal dominton, I am far from intending any fpe-
cles
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cies of arbitrary’ power, which cannot be too -cautioufly
guarded againft, in.any form, efpecially in a diffant colony.
The experience of: all ages tells us. that the governors of re-
mote provinces have ever been with difficulty  reftrained
within the limits prefcribed to them by the laws.

96. The altive and intelletual principles of the Africans
have never been completely unfolded, except perhaps in
the cafe of the Foolahs, the natives of Fernando Po, a-great
part of the Mandingo€s, and one or two other tribes,  The
Europeans have addrefled themfelves chiefly to the evil af-
fections of their princes, and have fucceeded to admiration
in exciting among them a defire for gunpowder and bran-
dy. The defire which fome African nations have for more
ufeful European goods has been accidental, rather than in-
tentional, on the part of the whites. Yet this defire con-
pires with the reafon of the thing, topoint out the method
of forming them to the habits of civilized life. In order
to improve their intellects, we muft endeavour to fet
their aCtive powers in motion. New objets mult be pre-
fented to them, which will excite new defires, and call forth
thofe faculties which have hitherto, in a great meafure, lain
dormant, merely for want of exercife. Thus, to promote
their improvement, by {timulating them to indullry, it will
be neceflary to introduce among them a certain degree of
what I beg leave to call luxury; by which I do not mean
effeminacy, but that relifh for the comforts of civilized life
which excites men to action, without enervating them. In
other words, by luxury, I underfland all innocent enjoy-
ments beyond the neceffaries of mere animal life.

97. The behaviour of the King of Barbefin, on an occa-

fion apparently trivial, may ferve to exemplify this do€trine,
and to fhew that this beneficial kind of Juxury might be in-

troduced
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troduced with lefs difficulty than one would at firfl fight €
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expett. I gave his majefty a pair of common enamelled

Birmingham {leeve-buttons, with which, though ignorant
of their ufe, he was infinitely delighted. On my fhewing
him for what purpofe they were intended, he appeared
much mortified that his fhirt had no button-holes ; but ob-
ferving that that of a mulatto from Goree was furmifhed with
them, he infilted on exchanging fhirts with him, in our pre.
fence: a demand with which the man was forced to com-
ply. Tranfported with his new ornaments, the king held
up his hands to difplay them to the people. His courtiers
foon furrounded my hut, entreating me to furmfh them al-
fo with buttons, which I did with pleafure, refleting that
this fondnefs of the natives for European baubles might
onc day come to be made fubfervient to the nobleft pur-
poles.——Another inftance of innocent luxury mn pomt.
The Eaft India fhip, that conveyed out a judge to Bengal,
touched at the coaft of Madagafcar. The king of that dils
trict, being invited on board, became enamoured with the
judge’s wig, and nothing but the gift in fee fimple, of that
venerable ornament, could fatisfy the cupidity of his dufky-
coloured majefty. The poor judge, who had but one wig
in flore, and was refolved not to difgrace the feat of juftice
in a night cap, refufed to part with the wig. What expe-
dient could be thought of in this dilemma ?—The king was
promifed the wig the next day.—An ingenious failor, in the
mean time, wove and frizzled up a handful of oakum 1n the
beft imitation. The hempen ornament was carried afhore
the next morning with due folemnity, and his majefty’s pate
covered, to the glory and delight of himfelf and all his fub-
je€ts, who attended the ceremony, This anecdote was re-

E lated



22 CIVILIZATION IN GENERAL.

CHAF lated to an intimate friend of mine by the furgeon of the
‘v~ fhip who was prefent at the inauguration.

38. The condutt of the king (formerly grand marabou *)
of Almammy, while I was in Africa, appeared to me more
interefting ; as it feemed to evince the manly and fagacious
charaller of the negroes, when enlightened, even by an

‘African education. His underftanding having been more
cultivated 1n his youth than that of the other black princes,
he foon rendered himfelf entirely independent on the
whites. He not only prohibited the flave-trade throughout
his dominions ; but, in the year 1787, would not {uffer the
French to march their {laves from Gallam, through his coun.
try, {o that they were obliged to change their route. He
redeemed his own fubjetls, when {eized by the Moors, and
encouraged them to raife cattle, to cultivate the land, and
to pratife all kinds of induftry. As grand marabou, he ab-

- ftained from ftrong hquor, which, however, is not an uni-

verfal rule among that order; for fome who travel with the

whites are not very fcrupulous in this refpeft. His fub-

jets, imtating his example, were more fober than their
neighbours,

{‘:i‘;:;il':‘ii 39. This nftance feems to prove to what a degree of ci-

incite them  vilization thefe people might be brought, if this noble enter-

toagrel® prize fhould be purfued with prudence and patience; for

pentheit 1t will undoubtedly require a great deal of both. But fome

degree of luxury (in my reftrained fenfe) appears to me to

be abfolutely neceflary to the fuccels of any plan of this

kind. Indeed, I cannot comprehend how the human un-

derftanding can be led on, from it's firft imperfe¢t dawn-

. The marabous ere the chicf prieft among the negroes, and are the only peo.
ple J have feen who can read and write Arabic,

Ings,
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ings, to that ftate of improvement which s neceffary to the € H A F.

formation of civilized fociety,-without a relifh for the com-
forts of life. . Mere animal mftinét mmpels uncivilized tribes
to procure mere neceflaries: wifhes for innocent gratifica-
tions would ftimulate them to cultivation, which would fur-
nifh equivalents for the objetts of their new defires. And
when they are once brought to beftir themlelves, and re-
conciled to regular, but moderate, labour, the improvement
of their underftandings will follow of courfe. Fora people
who have acquired habits of application, and whofe induf-
try, having fecured them from want, affords them leifure
for thought, will not be long without a defire for moral and
intelleftual 1mprovement: or, at lealt, many individuals
will feel, and haften to gratify, this degrc, and will gradual-
ly impart a degree of knowledge and refinement to the
whole community.. . . .

40. To accomplifh this magnificent defign, in Africa, let
us form agricultural colonies on its coaft, which prefent a
variety of fituations, where we fhall be httle, or not at ail,
difturbed in our operations. Let us kindly mix with the
inhabitants, and aflift them in cultivating their fertile foil,
with the view of inviung them to participate with us in it’s
inexhauftible ftores, and 1n the concomitant bleflings of im-
proving reafon and progreflive civilization. Let us give
them a manly and generous education, which will make

them feel the nobility of their origin, and fhew them of

what great things they are capable—an education which
will teach them no longer to fuffer themfelves to be drag-

ged, or to confpire to drag others, from their fimple, but
improveable and beloved focieties—which will teach them

to avenge themfelves on the blind and fordid men who pur-
chale them, only by becoming more ufeful to them as free-
E 2 - men,

10
N sy
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C H A P. men, than ever they have been, or can be, as flaves. - Thus,

omn— on the wreck of tyranny, let us build altars to humanity,

and prove to the negroes that the Europeans, become jult
from found policy, and generous from a fenfe of their true
interefts, are at laft difpofed to make fome atonement for
the irreparable mifchiefs their perverted {yftem of com-
merce has occafioned in Africa,

41. On principles nearly approaching to thefe, a colony
has already been formed at Sierra Leona, and another at-
tempted at the ifland of Bulama, of both which {ome ac-

count will be given in the following pages.

st ————
2

CHAP IV,

CLIMATE, SOIL, AND WATER.

CLIMATE,

42. "THE climate of Africa, like that of other countnes,

varies with the nature of the foil, 1n 1t’s drynefs or
moifture, 1t's elevation or depreflion, the comparative ftate
of improvement, the height of thermometer, and other cir-
cumftances, perhaps, not yet fuficiently inveftigated. The
latitude of a place 15 by no means a certain criterion of 1t's
climate, as feems to be commonly {uppofed *. Even in the
midft of the torrid zone, we meet with all poffible grada-
tions of heat and cold, almoft the only circumftances which
enter into the common idea of climate. The lofty fummits

* See an éxcellent dlfcouﬂ'e on this fubjet, delivered in the Royal Aaademy ol"
Screntces at Stockholm, by B, Ferner, counfellpr of the king's chancery, f
e 0
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of the Andes, in South America, though under the equator, € A P.
and the high lands of Camarones, on the coaft of Africa, \ et
though within between three and four degrees of it, are co-

vered with everlalting fnow.

43. In the temperate zones, the year is divided into win- Wetand dry

ter and fummer ; for fpring and autumn may be confider- “***
ed as tranfitions from each of thefe extremes to it’s oppofite.
But, in moft parts of the torrid zone, nature has difltinguifhed
the feafons mto the wet and the dry. The former 1s, in
Guinea, the feafon of ficknefs ; but during the greater part
of the latter, that country 15, upon the whole, as healthful
as any other whatever.

44. From what 1 have feen, and been able to collet, the
rainy feafons follow the paflage of the fun to either tropic,
fo as generally to prevail in thofe places where the fun 1s
vertical. Eaft of Cape Palmas, however, they feldom fet in
before June, when the fun returns from the northern tropic;
but to the weftward of that cape, and up the whole country,
thofe feafons generally commence within the month of
May, and continue for three or four months, In the be-
ginning of this fealon, the earth being foftened with rain,
the negroes till and plant their grounds; and, after the re-
turn of dry weather, they gathern their crops; occupations
which they feldom abandon, even though allured by the
moft advantageous commerce.

45~ To give the reader fome idea of the quantity of rais), Quaiy of
which deluges Africa during the wet feafon, I need only ™™
mention that, at Sencgal, onc hundred and fifteen inches in
depth of rain were found to falk an four, months; a quastity
which exceerls:that whuch fall in moft parts of Britain dur-
ing four years¥, Even during the dry feafon, the dews are

# See Lind on the Difcafes of hot Climates, p. 43. ;
T 0
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v from being'ferched by the heat. ‘It may indeed be quef.
tioned, whether the rain which falls in fome countries, equal
the dews which diftil on moft parts of the fertile’ fhores of
Africa. Butthe magmtude and number of the rivers, which
rife and fall, in the wet and dry feafons, are evident proofs
that that continent is abundantly watered. In fhort, the
notion of the ancients, that the torrid zone was not habit-
able for want of moifture, is perfectly inapplicable to moft
parts of the weftern tropical coat of Africa.

Thermome. 46, The range of the thermometer is but in confiderable

teranc B 1 the tropical regions; and, what is ftill more remarkable,
the barometer remains almoft flationary during thofe fur-
prifing tranfitions from dry to wet, and the contrary, In
Europe, the mercury rifes and falls about three inches; in
the torrid zone, feldom half an inch. It is even {aid to be
but little affeéted by the moft violent hurricane *, But M.
Weft, in a defcription of St. Croix, publifhed at Copenhagen
laft year, fays that in a hurricane, or vielent ftorm, which
happened there in 1791, the mercury in his barometer role

very conﬁdcrably+

SOILI

FomCape 47 The foil all along the coalt 1s very unequal From
et Cape Blanco down to the River Gambia, it is in ‘general
Gambiz.  very fandy; but the fand contains a very large admixture
of broken fhells, and is covered, in many places, with a rich
black mould. Even the moft barren and. unpromifing
tralls of this part of the country, except juft on the fea fhore,
are covered with buthes and grafs of a great growth; and

~ # Lind ibid. +' Bidrag ti! Befkrivelfe over St, Croix, &c.

where
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where the black mould is found, the vegetation is luxuriant ¢ 1 A P,
to a degree unknown in the moft fertile parts of Europe,and -
the trees are of valt dimenfions.

43. 1 have oblerved that the mountains from Cape Verd Bail.
to Gambua, are generally compofed more or lefs of regular
bafaltes, exhibiting evident remains of volcanoes, the erup-
tions of which add greatly to the fertility of the foil around
them. Hence the lower parts of the mountains and high
grounds at Cape Emanuel, Goree, Cape Rouge, and other
places lower down, are in general very fertile.

49- M. Adanfon, a celebrated naturalift, who was fent to Adanfor’

Africa in 1753, at the requeft of the French Academy of %y *
Sciences, obferves that the foil from Cape Blanco to the ‘l’q‘-"u“';;" Rio
Gambia, though by no means bad upon the whole, is not to
be compared in fertility with that of the country from that
river to Rio Nunez, which is equalled by few foils, and ex-
cclied by none, on the face of the globe®. His oblervations
apply, not only to the coaft, but to very extenfive tratls of
of the inland countries, as the reader will perceive by con-
{ulting my map, in which I have traced his lines of {cpara-
tion between the more and lefs fertile trats; and which are
as accurate as the nature of the thing will permit.  The evi-
dence given before the Privy Council abundantly confirms
the obfervations of M. Adanfon, my fellow travellers and
myfelf, and proves that the large extent of land, jult men-
tioned, wants nothing but fkilful culture to render 1t more
than commonly produétive of every tropical article.

50. The coalt and the banks of the rivers are in. many pic

Grounds.

* When at Paris in 1787, 1 had daily opportunitics of converfing with that re-
fpellable old pbil'yl'cif)hcr, and obtained from him many intercfling commnunica-
tions, which were extremely ufeful to-me on my arrival in Africa,

places
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C H A P. places interfperfed with marfhes and favannahs, which, in
IV, : '

e their prefent flate, are unfit for any other crop than that of
rice, which forms a confiderable part of the food of the na.
tives. But ther fertiity in this article does not compenfate
for their infalubrity; and unfortunately the Europeans have
fixed all, or moft of, their habitations near them. Yet in
almoft every part of the coaft, far more healthtul fituations
might ealily have been found; efpecially on the dry and
elevated banks of the Rio Grande. But, ftrange as it may
appear, health is, with thofe men, an objet of lefs confider-
ation, 1n the choice of a relidence, than trade, for which the
fituations of their factonies are generally well adapted.

WA4TER.

Compn- 51, Rain-water, I believe, 1s allowed to be the lighteft and

o S fimpleft of all waters. Next in order, is fpring water,

4% which varies in purity with the nature of the foil through
which 1t percolates. That which ifues from among rocks,
gravel, or chalk 1s generally accounted the beft. Similar
to this, 1s the water of draw-wells, the quality of which de-
pends much on the frataat or near the bottom, and it gene-
rally improves by expofure to the open air. But of all wa-
ters, that which ftagnates in ponds, ditches, and moraffes, s
the moft unwholefome.

52. The waters at the mouths of the large African rivers,
which glide flowly through a level country, being mixed
with thole of the fea and of the marfhes which it overflows,
are impregnated with falt, and rendered turbid by various
impurities; yet fome of them require but little preparation
to make them fit for common ufe, and the natives often ufe
them without any preparation whatever. . Dr. Lind had
famples of thofe of the rivers Senegal, Gambla, and Sierra

Leona
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Leona. fent him fcaled up in bottles. Although he found © Hnﬁ P.
them all putrid, efpecially that from the Senegal, he could v

not difcover any animalcules in them, with a good micro-
fcope, nor any uncommon contents, by chemical analyfis.
All of them, after being expofed fome time to the open air,

became perfeltly [weet and good. Hence he concludes
that the molt effeftual way of deftroying the ova of animal-
cules, and of the Guinea worm * (if it be generated, as fome Gui-ea
{uppole, in water) is firlt to let the water putrify, and then **™
to pafs it through a feries of veflels placed under each

other, having {mall holes in their bottoms; fo that 1t may
fall from one into another 1n drops, like a gentle thower—a

procels which, he affures us, will render it quite pure and
wholefome t.

* As the Guinen worm is attended with great trouble and pain, though feldom
with fatal conlequer.ces, unlefs when much neglefied or mifmanaged, I fhall add
Dy. Lind’s defcription of it—* The lefs dangerous difeafes,” fays he, * winch attack
Europeans i Guinea, are the dry belly-ach and the Guinea worm.  Thisisa white
round, flender worm, often fome yards long, lodged in the 1nterftices of the muf-
cles, commonly in the legs, feet, or hands. When it attempts to efcape through the
fkin, it occafions a fwclling, refembling a boil, attended with great patn, un-
til it's little black head appears in a fmall watery bladder, on the head of the
boil. When this bladder breaks, the head of the worm is to be fecured, by tying
it to a fmall roll of linen, fprcad with plaifler, and part of the worm is, once of
twice a day, to be gently drawn forth with care not to break it, and wrapped
round this roll, until it be brought away entire; then the ulcer generally
heals foon: but if part of the worm breaks off, the part remaining in the flefh can
be ejeQed only, by painful and tedious fuppurations in different places. Dr.
Rouppe obferves that the difeale of the Guinea worm is infc€lious. It may at
leaft be prudent in Europeans, not to lie in the fame apartments, and to avgid too
free a communication with fuch negroes as are afflifted with them. The dry belly.
ach and Guinea worm may be obferved at any feafon of the year, and feldom prove
mortal,” Ellay, p. 58.—* The dry belly.ach is the fame difeale here as in the Weft
Indies; but the Guinea worm feems peculiar to Africa, and a few parts of Alia.”
1d. p. 57. _ |

t Effay on the Difeafes of bot Climates p. 6o

F 5. Even
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53, Even very foul water may be rendered potable, by
letting it drain through a wine pipe, or deep tub, half fil-
ed with pure fand, with a number of fmall holes near the
bottom, covered on the nfide with hair-cloth, orether por-
ous fubftance, to prevent the fand from being carried
through by the water.—Thefe methods may be prattifed,
when a large quantity of clear water 1s wanted; but an or-
dinary family 18 very plentifully {upplied by a drip-ftone,
which 1s one of the molt elegant methods of obtaining pure
water. If the flone tran{mit the water too freely, it may be
rendered lefs porous, by a mixture of water and lime; if
too flowly, it's bottom fhould be thinned, by rubbing it
down with another gritty flone. The fand-tub or dnp-
ftone, fhould be placed in the fhade, where there is a free
current of air; and the water fhould drop from the height
of two or three feet into an unglazed earthen jar, not hard:
burnt, but {o porous as to allow the water to tranfude pret-
ty freely; and thus the water will be kept conftantly cool,
by the evaporation from the f{urface of the jar. It may
be brought to table in fmall pitchers, of the fame porous
texture. The reader will obferve, that this mode of keep-
ing water cool depends on the fame principle with that of
refrigerating liquors, by covering the bottles with wet linen
cloths, and placing them in a {tream of air. All the above
methods of purifying and cooling water are praftifed in hot
countries. But all of them, except that of cooling the
water,arc unneceflary in many parts of Africa, for all the
high grounds that L have feen there contain fprings of the
pureft water.

54. The following fimple difcovery, for rendering putrid
water fit to drink, has been lately made by a Mr, Lowitz.
Six ounces of charcoal powder, thrown into five gallons of

putrid



PRODUCE. a1

putfid river water, and agitated, is fufficient to purify and ¢ HAPR
render it:wholefome and drinkable, But the procefs is
rendered f1ill more efficacious, if to one drachm of charcoal
be added two drops of ftrong vitriolic acid, which is fuffi-
cent to make four ounces of perfedtly foul water feet
and clear, on being firained through a linen jelly-bag, con-

taining charcoal powder *,

CHAP V.

PRODUCE.

S the {lave-fhips never return dire@ly to Europe, guve i
but proceed to the Welt Indies with their bring liule

produce.

55: A

wretched cargoes, 1t has never been the intereft of their
owners to bring home much of the produce of Africa.

56. Thole called wood-veflels, might be fuppofed to deal Captains of
only in produce. But this has by no means been the cafe, ¥ "
Befides their frequenting thofe parts of the coaft, where the
{lave-trade 1s brilkeft, moft of their commanders traffic in
flaves on the coall; that is, buy flaves whom they fell again
to the flave-captains. Yet, they have all along brought
home fome gums and gold, bees wax and ivory in confi.
derable quantities, a great variety of valuable and beautiful
woods, for the ufe of the dyers and cabinet-makers; and of
late, {fome palm-oil for the purpofes of the fheep-farmers

an d wool-combers,

# See the Appendix to the Monthly Review enlarged, Vol, 13. p. 6o6.
0 F2 57. But
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€ B AR 57.But I believe the principal caufe why a trade in Afri-

\— Can produce has néver been encouraged, has been the irre-
Stand  fiftible influence of the Eaft and Weft Indian interefts:
interets op- - Thofe monopolifls, unrealonably thought therr commerce
pele the 1m-

portion of  would be affected by the introduétion of African.commod-
Q3 PO yies intothe markets of Europe. Thus much is certain, that
Mr. Norris, one of the Liverpool delegates for fupperting
the flave-trade, and therefore not to be fufpetted of partiali-
ty to Africa, ftated, 1n his-examination- before the Privy
Council, that he * once faw a quantity of African pepper
of the quality of that brought from the Ealt Indies. [t was
Jo good, that the Eaft India company objelled to 1t's mporta-
tion*.” We have before mentioned the formidable oppo-
fition made the Weft Indians to the eftablibment of the

colony at Sierra Leona.
Produce o 58, By fuch means, has the field of commerce been hi-

:‘amﬁaﬁf therto narrowed or fhut up- in Africa: and mftances fre-
veyaee guently occur of valuable commodities rotting on the coaft,
for want of a fale, or of the means of conveyance, to a fo-
reign market. I myfelf faw one hundred bulocks hides
publicly fold at Goree for about five fhillings and three
pence fterling; and on another occafion, four bullocks for
about fifteen fhillings and nine pence fterling. I could

mention {everal other firiking inftances:of the fame kind.
59. Little as Africa 1s yet known, I can, from my own
knowledge, aflert feveral articles to. be indigenous in that
continent, which have hitherto been brought to our mar.
kets from the Eaft and Weft Indies, at an expenfe far ex-

ceeding the price at which they might be cultivated in, and

* Privy Council’s Report, Part, I, Article Produce™ Mr., lFi“o:-'ris and his two
colleagues enumerated many ather valuable produlions,

COl)-



PRODUCE. 33

veyed from, Africa. ‘What a ftrange inverfion of natural C HVA P.
order, to exile from their native foil, both men and plants;
the one to languith as flaves, and the other as exotics; the one
to perifh prematurely, and the other to fail every third or

fourth year*!

ANIMALS.

6o. The cattle, in that part of the country of which we Cauk.
treat, are fmaller than the generality of European cattle, and
not fo fat as thofe of England and Holland; but their meat
is juicy and palatable, and they give milk in abundance.
Their inferior fize appeared to me to be the effet of the
carelefls and unfkilful management of the negroes. They
muft be raifed on the coift, as foreign cattle do not thrive
there. Even thofe from the Cape de Verd Iflands, being
accuftomed to an uncommonly dry chmate, do not well
bear a tranfition to the continent. The horfes are of a Horfes.
middling fize, ftrong, hardy, and fpirited. They are ufed
in great numbers, for riding and carrying burdens, in the
country between the Senegal and Gambia, and alfo on fome
parts lower down the coalt; but there they are not numerous,
and in fome places there are none. Camels, o admir- Cameb.
ably adapted, by the Creator, toallift the labours of man.in
hot climates, are not fo generally ufed by the negroes, as
could he. wifhed. I have not feen many affes; but ag.
there is an excellent breed at the Cape. de Verd Iflands,
from whence great numbers of them, and alfo of mules and
horned cattle, are exported to the Weft Indies, for the ufe
of the fugar plantations, The whole coaft 1sabundant- pog, heep,

* &c.

. * On the extreme uncertainty of the Welt Indiin creps, fee Belkrivelfe over:

St, Croix af H, Welt~and the Report of the Britith Privy Council paffin,
. Col e . Iy
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C HA P ly flocked with hogs, fheep, goats and all kinds of poultry;

\..—y-’ which propagate with aftonifung. rapidity.—~—The
Game. woods afford fhelter to an endlefs variety of game. The

moft valuable is a fpecies of deer, a very beautiful animal.

Fi  Of the prodigious fhoals, and numerous {pecies of excellent
fith, I could have formed no 1dea, without having feen them.

Whiles. Spermaceti whales, in particular, abound fo much, that, in
pafling between Goree and the continent, diftant about five

miles, I have often been furrounded by them, and have
beenunder no fmallapprehenfions of their overfetting my ca.

noe. Lower down on the coalt, the Portuguele carry on a
confiderable fithery of thole whales; and I have been in-

formed that the Englifh have lately paid fome attention to the

Ambergris, fame object.—That valuable article, ambergris, is found in
fuch quantities on the coaft, that I have more than once

feen the negroes pay their canoes with.it. Till lately, the

learned were not certain to which of the three natural king-

doms this {ubftance was to be referred ; but they feem now

pretty generally agreed, that 1t is the excrement of the fper-

Tvory, bees - maceti whale.—Tortoife-fhell may be had 1n any quantity:
"% & and bees was, oftrich feathers, elephant’s tceth, and the flill
more valuable teeth of the hippopotamus, or river horfe,

found 1n particular abundance near Cape Mefurado, alrea-

dy form very confiderable articles of exportation. I do

not know that we import ivory from any other part of the
world than Africa.

VEGETABLES.

Vegtabls 61, The grafs is thick, and grows to a great height. The
nattves are often obliged to burn it, when dry, to prevent the
wild beafts from harbouring near their habitations; butitfoon
fprings up again, and affords very luxuriant pafturage—

| Millet



FRODUCE, 35

Millet, rice, maize, potatoes, yams, and a great variety of € “v*\ P,
other excellent roots and vegetabies, are cultivated on the o
coaft with little trouble, and often m x profufion perfefily
aftonifhing to an European. There is alfo an abundance of

the moft wholefome and delicious fruits; articles not lefs

prized by the natives, than thofe jult mentioned. Such in-

deed i3 the plenty which prevails on that divifion of the
country, of which we are {peaking, that all the European

fhips are vitualled, without the {malleft inconvenience to

the inhabitants; and if the demand were increafed, doubt-

lefs the produétion would keep pace with it.

62. It ought to be obferved, that two fpecies of rice are Riceof two
produced on that part of the cdaft, and I believe much far. 7
ther down; one which, like that of Carolina, grows in
fivamps, and anéther which loves the dry foil of hills and
floping grounds, The hufk of this laft is reddifh; but the
grain is beautifully white. Though not quite fo productive
as the common kind, it bears a much: highel ptice, and 1s
every way preferable, as an article of food, not only to the
other {pecies, but to every kind of grain I know*,

63. The fugar-cane grows fpontaneoully in many plices, wy; fya-
with a [uxuriance which promifes great adiahtages to'tliofe <.
who may hereafter undertake it's cultivation. At prefent
the natives, ignorant.of it's value, make no other fe of 1t
than by occafionially regaling thomiklvés: with ity juive;
of which they partake in common with the hogs;:eitle
and elephants, which are all extremely fond of 1t.

" 64. Several [pecies of cottoni ave alfo'the fpontarieons pro-
duce of this excellent foil. One of them 1S naturally of a nan-

* See Dr, Smmhman 's Letiers to Mr. quwles, in the Append;l:, all'o lhe evid
dence of Captain Hall, in Minutes of Evidence, 1790, page 523,

R - keen
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keen colour, andanother parts with the feeds {o freely, that

it may be fpun almoft without -any:preparation. - The na
tives manufalture it into durable, though narrow, cloth of
various degrees of finenefs, I have in my pollefion one
{pecimen of it, of fo fine a quality, and {o good a fabric, that
fome. excellent judges, to whom I fhewed it at Manchefter,
déclared -that it tvould not difgrace their belt workmen.
Some. cotton, which I gathered 1n it's wildeft flate at Dac-
kard, was fent by order of the' Right Hon. the Privy Council
of Great Britain, to Mr, Hilton of Manchelter, whofe report
concerning 1t 1s in thefe words—* The fample of cotton,
from Senegal, 1s very good and fine, as your lordfhips will
{ee by the fpecimen inclofed, which is fpun-after the rate of
one hundred and forty hanks, (each hank 840 yards) twilt
cotton yarn to the pound,and it 15 thought fuperior in quality
to any of the Brazi] cotton, and nearly equal to the Eaft In-
dia®." It 1s worthy of remark that, ceterss paribus, the cot-
ton of large Hlands is preferable to that of fmall iflands,
and that the cotton raifed on continents is better than that
produced on ilands.

65. Indigo of different kinds alfo grows wild, and in fuch
quantities, as to be a very troublefome weed, in the rice
and mullet fields. Englith dyers, who have tried the Afri-
can indigo, affirm that it is fuperior to any imported from

Carolina, or the Welt Indian iflands, and equal to that of
Guatimalat,

* Privy Council's Report, Part I. Article * Produce.” See alfo Chap. X, Ar-
ticle ** Bourbon,"”

t The firft confiderable exportation of zotton and indigo, from Alrica, as far as

I bave been able to learn, was made by a Frenchman of Goree, while I was there,
in 1787.

66, Gums
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66. Gums are alfo very valuable articles, and are not, as ¢ H A P.

fome imagine, produced in the neighbourhood of Senegal ...

only; for they are found on moft parts of the coaft, though Gom.

the negroes have not yet got into the prattice of colle@ing
them. Gum Senega, gum Sandarach, gum Copal and fome
other kinds, are commonly brought from the coaft. But
doubtlefs thefe are not the only fpecies which might be
tound there: for my companion, Dr. Sparrman, extratted
a large quantity of fap from a fmall but very juicy tree,
which abounds on the coaft, and having expofed it to the
fun for a few hours, had the fatisfaCtion to find it con~

verted into an elaftic gum, equal in all refpedls to gum Ca-
touch, or what is commonly known by the name of Indian
rubber.

67. It would be tedious, as well as difficult, to ecnumerate Woods, &c.

the African plants and woods proper for the purpofes of
cabinet-work, dying, and fhip-building. Some of their va-
luable qualities are already known to European artifts; but
with others even our botanills are unaequainted. 1 brought
with me famples of fourteen curious kinds of wood: and
might have colletted many more, had this kind of refearch
been my fole objett. The Damel of Cayor's army is drefl-
ed in an uniform of cotton cloth, manufattured by his own
fubjets, and dyed yellow with a certain vegetable. And I
have now in my pofieffion a kind of bean, ufed by the ne-
groes in dying, great quantities of which are annually carn-
ed on camels from Senegal to Morocco.—The negroes make
very good ropes of the fibres of a large fpecies of aloe*;

* The aloe here meant is commonly called filk-grafs, the fbrous part of which
may be applied to all, or almoft all, the purpofes of hemp and flax, Of the fibres
of filk grals, or thofe of the cabbage tree leaf, or both, even Jace has been made in
Barbadoes.

G and



98

CHAP
V.

Ay et
Spices.

PRODUCE,

and of feveral kinds of grafs, roots and leaves, they weave
mats and bafkets with peculiar elegance.

68. Among the commodities produced in the part of Afri-
ca, which is the fubject of this work, I ought to-mention
ginger, nutmegs, and a great variety of peppers, particularly
long pepper, Malaguetta pepper, or grains of paradife,
many {pecies of red peppers, and black pepper, as béfore
mentioned, of the fame quality mth the Eaﬂ Indian. (See
Chap. X. Art. Bourbon.)

69. I have only noticed fome of the moft obvioufly ufe-
ful -vegetable productions of that part of the country, of
which I am giving a fketch. But my learned fellow tra-
veller, Dr. Sparrman, made a large colletion of plants, for
the cabinet of natural hiflory of the Royal Academy at
Stockholm; and which contained a gréat part of the materia
medica, drugs for various purpofes of manufacture, and

many plants which had never before been feen in Europe ¥
MINERALS

* A certain learned traveller, whole name I do not now think myfelf at liberty
to mention, told me that he had feen the coffee plant on the coafl of Guinea,
which had been brought from the inland country by the negroes.—Concerning the
propriety of cultivating fpices, coffee, and tea, on the fame coafl, fee Poftlethwayt's
Commer, Di€lionary, Article * Guinea,” where the author tells us that the tea
plant had been tried, and thrived to admiration at Cape Coafl Caftle,.—The ufe of
coffec has been known in Europe fince the middle of the laft century; but was not
generally planted in the Weft Indies, ull after the year 1737.—It'was carried by
the Dutch from Mocha to Batavia in 1670. Some years afterwards, a tree was fent
over to Amflerdam ; from which in 178 feeds were tranfmitted to Surinam: and
it is remarkable that the fame tree was growing in the Hortus Medicus, in 1774,
when it was fhewn to me by Profeffor Buhrmannus, during my flay at Amfterdam,
The culuvation of coffee, however, proceeded but flowly in the Weft Indies, 6ill
the French entered upon it, and brought it to great perfetlion in Martinico, from
whence it has been introduced into moft of the other Weit Indian Iflands, See
Ellis’s Hiflory of Coffee, printed 1774.—From thefe falls we may eafily conclude
with what advantage coffee might be cultivated in Aftica~Mr, Emfi, a Danifh

gentle-



PRODUCE, 39

CHAP

| ' y
MINERALS AND MBTALS ‘ ,

70. If we except fome trifling and unfuccefsful attempts Miserats
of the Chevalier de la Brue, in the beginning of the prefent goce; .
century, the Europeans have never made any particular
fearch for metals or minerals in Africa. Of late, indeed,
the directors of the Sierra Leona company, fent out my
countryman Mr. A. Nordenfkjold, a very fkilful mineralogift
on this bufinefs: but forry I am to fay, he fell a viétim to
his fpirited exertions in the wet feafon, before he was able
to accomplifh the objett of hismiflion, His death is lament-
ed by many of the learned throughout Europe, as a public
lofs, and with great reafon; for I may venture to fay, that
never were greater ability, induftry, and zeal in the caule
of {cience and of mankind, united 1n one perfon. It is to
be hoped, however, that the company will not be difcour-
aged by this unfortunate event ; but will purfue the {earch
with the attention it deferves. It 1s well known that very Gold.
confiderable quantities of gold are found near the {urface,
and in the ‘channels of torrents, in the inland parts; al-
though the negroes cannot be faid to be fkilful in colleéing
it. About the year 1728, the gold brought annually into
Europe from Africa was valued, by the Englith writers, at
£271,732 fterling. According to the cotemporary Dutch
accounts, Africa furnithed Europe with gold to the value of
£230,000 yearly®. The near agreement of thefe eftimates
feems to prove that neither of them were very remote from

the truth. “ Guineas were firlt coined in King Charles IL's

gentleman, who has often vifited the gold coaft, told me that he had feen a very
large fpecies of nutmeg, brought from the interior parts by the negroes, fome of
whom wear ftrings of it by way of ornament.

* Atlas Maritimus et Commercialis, printed 1728, folio 271.

G 2 reign
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reign. They went for twenty {hillings, and had their name
from the gold whereof they were made, being brought from
that part of Africa called Guinea, which the elephant on
them hikewife denotes*.” ¢ From 120,000 to 150,000 ounces
of gold were formerly imported from the gold coaft of Afri-
ca annually; and in ane year 400,000 guineas were coined
from what was brought from thencet.”

71, Thefe falts will doubtlefs be mterefting to many
readers ; but, for my own part, I confefs that I am more
partial to the ufeful, than to what are called the precious,
metals. Gold and filver, as hitherto ufed, or rather abufed,
have occafioned infinite mifchiefs to fociety., Efodiuntur
opes, irritamenta malsrum. Thefe words of an ancient poet
(Ovid) are but too applicable to modern times. But iron,
and the other humbler metals, are fo indifpenfibly neceffa-
Iy to man, without their afliftance every thinking perfon
muft fee that civilized {ociety could never have exifted, and
will be difpofed to look upon them as peculiar gifts of Pro-
vidence ; efpecially as the difcovery of iron, the moft ufeful
of all metals, is {0 very remote from any experiments that
we can {uppole uncivilized tribes capable of making,
Hence it gives me much fatisfattion to be able to ftate, from
the beft authority, that the inhabitants of the mountains of

* Pofllethwayt's Commercial Dictionary, printed 1763, Article * Coin.”

t Treatife upon the Trade from Great Britain to Africa, by an African mer-
chant,printed 1772, App. p.8.—Itis worthyof remark that Brazil, while in the hands
of the Dutch, as it was for a whole century, produced no gold; becaufe they did not
fearch forit. The Portuguefe, afterwards getting polfeffion of that country, open-

ed the gold mines, which are now faid to be the richeft in the world. May not the
fate of the African mines be fimilar?~For an interefling memoir, relative to the
difcovery of gold up the river Gambia, fee the Appendix.

Bambouc
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Bambouc and Gallam, about 700 miles up the Senegal, € H A P
poffefs this valuable fectet, of at leaft poffefs plenty of ex- egq—.a
cellent malleable iron®. The Chevalier de la Brue, de.
fcribes it as fo malleable, that the natives of thofe parts,
work it into pots with hammers; and fays they do not value
European 1ron, unlefs it be already formed into fome ufe-
ful inftrument+. Whether the natives extralt this iron
from 1t's ore, or whether they find it in a malleable ftate,
M. de la Brue does not fay, and I will not prefume to fpeak
pofitively on a poirit fo much difputed among the learned.
Profeffor Pallas, in particular, affirms that he found malle-
able iron in Siberia; and a certain eminent naturalift, late-
ly flattered himfelf, that he had made the fame difcovery
in Africa. 1 confels, however, with all due refpe& for
fuch authorities, that I am inclined to think tron, from it’s
great corruptibility, 1s of ail metals, the lealt to be looked
for, in any other than a mineralized flate; unlefs placed
by nature in {uch a particular, and hitherto unknown, veh:-
culum, as has entirely excluded the air from it. Doftor
Pallas, indeed, very fairly tran{mitted fpecimens of this
malleable iron to feveral chymfts throughout Europe; but
moft of them were of opinion, that it had undergone the

* During my flay at Goree, I often converfed with a negro captive, called
Tumanififi, who came from Fouta Jallo (as he pronounced it) a confiderable dif-
tance above Gallam, and who was very much regarded and trufbed by his mafter, M.
Auguftus Newton of Goree, with whom he had lived ten years. This negro told
me, that he had been often down in the mines in his country, which, he faid, were
very deep, and had alfo many galleries, or horizontal paffages. Thefe he deferib.
ed as very long, and, in fome places, very high and wide, with openings from
above, to give air and light, He added, that thofe minés were wrought by wo-
men, who, when they went dows into them, always carried viuals along with
them.

t Nouvelle Relation de I'Afrique Occidentale par Labat, Tome 4. p. 57.
' attion
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aCtion of fire, and that the matrix, to which it was united,
was nothing more than the {coria of the metal. However
this be, it is certain that the natives of the inland countries,
juft mentioned, dig up and manufacture iron; for I was al-
fured of the fat by feveral refpettable officers at Goree,

CHAP VL

THE MEANS OF PRESERVING HEALTI,

72. HAVING given fome account of the climate, foil,

and produce of the part of the coaft laid down 1n
the map, it feems natural to make a few obfervations on the
comparative falubnity of different places and fituations; and
to offer to Europeans, who propole to refide 1n that region,
fome advice refpetting the prefervation of health, 1n a
country {o very different from that to which they have

been accuftomed. This appears to me to be a matter of
fuch [erious importance, that I mean afterwards to propofe

the {uperintendance of 1t, as a feparate department 1n the
direclion of every new colony.

79. “ Men,” fays Dr. Lind, “ who exchange their native,
for a diftant, climate, may be confidered as affefled in a
manner fomewhat analogous to plants removed into a fo-
reign foil; where the utmoft care and attention are requir-
ed to keep them 1n health, and to inure them to their new
fituation ; fince, thus tranfplanted, fome change muft hap-
pen in the conititutions of both*.”

* Effay on the Dilcafes of hot Climates, Introdulion, p. .
74. During



MEANS OF PRESERVING HEALTH, 43

74 During my flay in Africa, I have often obferved with € 4 ¥
altonifhment, how little the Europeans, both individuals o
and public bodies, appear to regard the prefervation of

health. They could not att more abfurdly, if they aimed at
rutning their conftitutions, m order to bring upon the cli-
mate a degree of reprobation which, with all it’s faults, it
really does not deferve. I cannot better exprefs my own
{fentiments and obfervations on this head, than in the words
of the able and intelligent phyfician juft quoted.

75. It 15 not uncommon,” fays he, “ in many trading Aficaif
faltories, to meet with a few Europeans pent up ina {mall ol e
fpot of low, damp ground, fo entirely furrounded with hesthulas
thick woods, that they can {carcely have the benefitof walk- lubrious Wel
: : Tndian if-
ing a few hundred yards, and where there is not fo much 1ands.
as an avenue cut through any part of the woods for the ad-

miflion of wholefome and refrefhing breezes. The Euro-
peans have allo unfortunately fixed fome of their pnincipal
fettlements on low, inland, unventilated fpots, on the foul

banks, or near the fwampy and oozy mouths of rivers,or on

falt marthes, formed by the overflowing of the ocean, where,
in many places, the putrid filh, fcattered on the fhore by

the negroes, emit fuch noifome effluvia, as prove very inju-
rious to health. Notwithftanding what has been faid, I
think it will hardly admit of doubt, that if any trat of land
in Guinea was as well improved as the 1fland of Barbadoes,
and as perfetly freed from trees, underwood, marfhes, &c.
the air would be reudered equally healthful there, as in that
pleafant Weft Indian Ifland *.”

76. As an inftance, in fupport of this pofition, the dotor Infance in

mentions the Portuguefe town of St. Salvadore, which, “not- 3, >*"™

* Effay on the Difeafes, &c. p. 50.
with-
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CH AP withftanding it lies 150 miles up the river Congo, or Zaire,
VI. iy : .
s a0d within fix degrees of the equator; yet, from it's being
fituated on a hill, and the neighbouring country heing clear-
ed of the natural woods and thickets, it's inhabitants
breathe a temperate and pure air, and are in a great mea-
fure, exempted from all the plagues of an unhealthy cli-

mate®.”

Trdepre- 77, Thus we fee, that the Europeans have their own con-
. |

hathe,  dut, more than the climate, to blame for their unhealthi-
nefs in Africa. If the intelligent reader afk, why their fac-
tories and forts have been fo abfurdly placed? I can only
anfwer, that the {peedy acquifition of gain feems hitherto
to have been the fole objeét of the European vifitors of Afri-
ca, who, mtending only a temporary refidence, have not
been very nice as to their accommodation. To trade (as
before hinted) every confideration of health and utility
has been foolifbly facrificed: and, provided they could
place advantageoufly their faftories, for carrying it on,
and their forts for proteting it, the falubrity of the fitua-

tion was regarded as a matter of fmall moment, and fome-
times not regarded at all. So univerfally has trade been

preferred to health, that I believe it would be difficult to
name a fingle fort or faltory on the coall, in the fettlement
of which, the convemence of trade was not the ruling con-
fideration. In eftablithing fo many fettlements it could not
but kappen, that fome fituations, proper for trade, would alfo
be not unfavourable to health; but that this was at beft only
a fecondary objeét, is evident from the little pains which
have been taken to cut down the woods, drain the marfhes,

* Id. p. 1.~I have ofien heard St. Salvadore mentioned as the moft health.-
ful fpot on the globe, except the Ifland of Ceylon,

and
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and cultivate the land, in the vicinity of the forts and fadto- € va* P.

ries on the coaft. But why do I mention the cultivation of s
land, as if I did not know it to be fo perfetly contrary to
the views and habuts of the European faflors, that even the
prefervation of their own lives cannot incite them to ufe

{uch obvious, pleafant and certain means of improving the
climate ?

78. When, to the efiluvia of marfhes, woods, and the Casfesof
{limy beds of rivers, we add bad lodgings, bad cloathing, foldicrs snd
unwholefome, and fcanty food, naftinefs, both perfonal and leamen,
domeltic, ntoxication with very bad [pirts, expofure to
damps, rains, and dews, and other fimilar caufes of difeale,
we can no longer wonder at the mortality of foldiers in gar-
rifon, and other whites, on thore. As to feamen, the won-
der 15 not that fo many die, but that any furvive, the opera.
tion of the caufes of mortality which are infeparable from
the {lave-trade. For, befides the evils they fuffer in com-
mon with foldiers, &c. on fhore, but generally in a much
greater degree, they are often, in colletting flaves by
“ boating,” expofed to the weather up the rivers, for days
and mights together, as well as to exceflive fatigues in wood-
ing and watenng. And, as if thefe hard(hips were not fuf-
ficient to deftray their conftitutions, very many of the poor
men are barbaroufly treated by the flave-captains, who, to
account for the enormous mortality which enfues, fallely
attribute to the climate a maligmty which more properly
belongs to their own difpofitions. Iam the more confident Sipeof wa,
in aflerting thefc falls, as they have been proved, before o rn e
the Britith legiflature, by the moft refpeftable evidence, moruiiv-
Two other important falts aré alfo eftablithed by the fame
evidence, namely, that the wood-veflels, which trade, chief-
ly for produce, to the fame parts of the coaft, do not lofe

H nearly
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nearly fo many men as the flave-fhips; and that fhips of
war make their voyages to that pretendedly fatal: fhore,
with as little mortality as to the Weft Indian Iflands,| and
with far lefs than takes place in the Eaft Indies*.

70. It is not pretended, however, that the climate of
Africa is perfeQly congenial to the conftitutions of all Euro-
pean ftrangers. There, as in other hot countries, new-comers
muft, in general, expet what is called a feafoning. All I
would be underftood to attempt, is to vindicate the climate
of Africa fom any peculiar malignity, never before experi-
enced in other tropical regions, in the like unimproved
ftate, , K |

8o. It is the general opinion, that the climates of Senegal
and Whidah are the worft on the whole weftern coaft of
Africa. The neighbourhood of the mouth of the River
Gambia, however, lately much frequerited, has been found
to be equally unfavourable to health, But.the country be-
comes more {alubrious as we advance up that river. From
Elephant’s Ifland to Yanimaroo, the climate is tolerable, and
above this laft place, it may be pronounced healthful.
The climates of Sierra Leona, Cape Verd, Cape Mount, and
above all Cape Mefurado, are comparatively falubrious,
The Ifles de Los, the Iflands of Bananas, Cape Verd, Go- °
ree, and Bulama, one of the Biffao Iflands, may be, faid to
enjoy-a climate inferior to few or nane within the tropics.
[ was aflured by a French phyfician of Seregal, that the
mortality at the Ifland of Goree does not exceed that of

* See the Privy Counail’s Report, and Minutes of Evidence before a f{cle&
Committee of the Houfe of Commons, particularly the Evidences of the Reveread
Mr. Clarkfon and the Reverend Mr. Newton; allo Hiofe of the feven foflowmg
captains in the navy, viz. Sir George Young, and Captams Hall, Smith, Thomp.

fon, Scott, Hills and Wilfon, .
| Paris,
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Paris.—In general, it may be obferved, that in Africa, as © A P
every where:elle, low and marfhy trals are unfavourable \wmmyms
to health; that elevated, dry and ventilated fituations are to
be feléted as-places of refidence; and that, ceteris poribus,
iflands arc always to be preferred td continents. To this I
may add, that, in moft parts of Africa, the interior country
1s.more healthful than the coaft, as I havé been affured by
many perfons, whites as well as blacks, who have refided
in, or vifited the inland parts, particularly by M. Biorn,
governor general of the Dantfh fettlements, in Africa®. 1
can account for this fact, no otherwife than from the land
continually rifing as you recede from the coatt.

81. Having mentioned the climates of Sierra Leona and
Bulama, it is but juftice to ftate, that the mortality of the
firft colonifts which took place at the former, and the ml-
fortunes. which happened at,the latter, were not owing to
the chimate, but to very different caulfes, as will hereafter
appear. |

82. I now beg leave to offer a few hints to fuch of my Hist re.
readers, as may hereafter have occafion to frequent, or to e g
refide in,.the tropical parts of Africa. Being the fruits of
the happy experience of my fellow travellers, mylelf, and
many others, I nced make no apology for recommending
them:as excellent prefervatives of health; efpecially as I
know ,that they are generally approved by the faculty.
But, as it would be highly prefumptuous in one who has
not regularly ftudied the healing art, to trefpals too far
on the province of it’s profeffors, I confine my remarks en-
tirely to the prefervation of health. When difeafe 1s un-

happily formed, the paticnt cannot too {peedily have re-

* See alfo Dr, Ifert’s Letters to his father, printed at Copeﬁhagcn, in 1788,

H 2 courfe
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courfe to medical afiftance. Even medical gentlemen
themfelves cannot be too cautious, when at the commence-
ment of their prattice, within the tropics; they are called
upon to prefcribe for difeafes with which hothing fhort of
attual experience can be fuppoled to make them acquaint-
ed. I need not inform them of the ment of Dr. Lind’s
work on this fubjet. He has indeed, with fingular ability,
pointed out the caufes of the difeafes of hot climates, and
the means of preventing and curing them. But inthis, as in
moft other arts, there 1s yet great room for improvement,
It 1s to be lamented that but few men of extenfive medical
knowledge have vifited the coaft of Africa, or at lealt have
rciided there long enough to become acquainted with the
proper treatment of difeafes in that climate®. Much how-
ever may now be expected from the gemus and diligence
of Dr. Winterbottom, the prefent able and fuccefsful phyfi-
cian at Sierra Leona, the choice of whom does infinite cre.
dit to the difcernment of the directors,

HOUSES,

83. On armiving in Africa, the firlt, as being the moft im-
portant thing fettlers ought to think of, is the erefion of
houfes, capable of affording a healthful and fecure refuge
from the ardour of the meridian heat, the fudden change to
coolnefs n the evening, the damps and dews of the night,
and the heavy and penetrating rains of the wet feafon; from
all which 1t 1s abfolutely neceflary for new-comers to be ef-
fetually protetted.

84. The entire conftruttion of houfes immediately on ar-

* See Plan of a Seltlement to be made sear Sierra Leona, &e. by Dr. Smeath.
n'.lin,,p. 11,

rving,
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riving, confumes much time and labour, at a junture when C H A P.

both are peculiarly precious; as the unexpeéted commence-
ment of the rainy feafon, before proper thelter is provided,
moft probably will prove fatal to the fettlers, and ruin the
whole undertaking. I would thercfore earneftly recom-
mend the framing of wooden houfes here in Europe, ready
to be put up on landing, and calculated to afford a tempora-
ry, but {ecure fhelter, till a proper fituation can be fixed on
for a colonial town®. No oak fhould be ufed in fuch
houfes, as the bug-a-bugs, or wood-ants, deftroy it fooner
than any other timbert. The ftruture of the dwellings of
the negroes about Cape Mefurado, which, although on a
dry foil, are raifed fix or eight feet above the ground, firft
{uggelted to me the propriety of houles in Africa being
confiderably elevated; and reflection on the delicacy of un-
feafoned Europeans, convinced me of the neceflity of adopt-
ing this mode of building.

85. The bare infpection of -figure A, plate L will fuffici-
ently explain the ftructure of fuch a temporary houfe, as I
would recommend. A tree of a proper fize and form be-
ing chofen, which, in moft places, it will not be difficult to
do, it fhould be fo topped and cut as to form a central fpin-

* The worthy Mr, G. Sharp, has latelygiven the public a plan for a colonial town,
of which, in many refpefls, I very much approve. Another has alfo bzen pro-
pofed by Mr. Long, in his Hiftory of Jamaica, To both thofe plans, however, 1
have {everal important abjeltions ; for 1 have confidered the matter very attentive-
ly: but am forry I have neither time nor room to flate my ideas on it, at prefent.

t Except the bug.a-bugs, I do not know more troublelome intruders into a
houfe, than mufketoes, But Mr, Sefstrom, in Sweden, has lately difcovered, that
a very fmall quantity of camphor, firewed on a fire-coal, immediately deflroys
every infe(t within the reach of it's efluvia, and no doubt would prove fatal to the
mufketoes. See the alls of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, for the

year 1787, .
dle,
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dle, leaving at leaft two fupporting fhoulders, perpendicu-
larly above each other; fo that the houfe may, when necel-
fary, be moved rourtd to fuit the afpetl of the different fea-
fons. The afcent fhould be by a ftair, to be drawn up at
night.

86. When the fcite of the intended town 1s fixed on, an-
other kind of elevated houfes ought to be erected, of a
more permanent ftruture, and regular fituation, according
to the elevation and fettion B, plate I. The ingenuity and
utility of this ftrutture does great credit to the inventor,
Mr. Andrew Johanfen, a Swede, and certainly merit the at-
tention of thofe who are {o laudably engaged in the coloniz-
ation of Africa, upon rational and humane prmc:ples One
or two of thofe gentlemen, whofe perfons and opinions I
particularly refpett, having objetted to the expenfe of the
buildings here recommended, I might anfwer them with the
old proverb—* Better pay the cook than the dottor.” But
the anfwer which, 1 am {ure, will come moft home to their
feelings and their underftanding, 1s the plain matter of fatt,
that the mortality, both at Sierva Leona and Bulama, was, i

a great meafure, owing to the want of good houfes.

——-—*—-

87. Europeans, until well {eafoned to the climate, {hould
beware of indulging in heavy animal food and fpirituous
liquors. They fhould eat moderately, efpecially in the
middle of the day, making their beft meals in the morning
and evening, after the example of the natives. French cla-

ret and lemonade, temperately ufed, proved to me to be
the beft liquors; and not to me only, for it is worthy of re-
mark that, fince this kind of wine was fubflituted for bran-

dy, which, before thefe laft eight years, was ferved out to the
| French
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French troops on the coaft, they have been incomparably © £ A ¥
healthier. ‘It 1s of the utmoft importance always to keep %-—v--f
the body open, which may generally be effeCted, by ufing
a light diet, and to have recourfe to the bark, on the firft

fymptom of 1llnefs.
88. To thefe hints on habitation and diet, it may not be Siep, drefs,

improper to add a few.words on fleep, drefs, and employment. E‘;:NPIO}

—While on the coalt, I made it an invariable rule to go to
bed betimes, and to rife early, in which, as in feveral other
inftances, I prudently and profitably imitated the natives.
I would recommend rifing about five o'clock in the morn-
ing, and taking gentle exercife, either in manual employ-
ment -or walking, one or both of which I never omitted.
But hard labour, efpecially in the heat of the day, ought to
be carefully avoided by unfeafoned Europeans, The drefs
fhould confift of a calico fhut, a fhort, white waiftcoat, and
trowfers, with a piece of thin flannel on the fltomach,. and
fhoes with thick foles. It is of great importance, not only to
keep the head free from the fumes of liquor, but alfo to de-
fend it from the beams of the fun. In this view, the form
and colour of the hat are of no {mall moment. It ought to
be white, deep crowned, and broad brimmed. To thefe
properties, I added a contrivance which, though apparently
trivial, I found to be {o ufeful and comfortable, that I can-
not but recommend it to ¢very.one; who:vifits hot climatcs.
Near the top of-.the crownj I cut three ligtle {quare holes,
like valves, opéning upwards, which allowed the perfpira-
tion to evaporate, and admitted a gentle {tream of cool air
to circulate above my head, which -enly filled' half: the
crown. See figure 1. plate I Thus I was protected from
the fcorching fun-beams, which, to fome people, prove a

very ferious inconvenience. I have, however, heard but:of
few
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few perfons being fun-firuck in Africa, and thefe owed it to
their own imprudence*. But I am informed this ml-
fortune, called by the French coup de fole:l, 1s not uncom-
mon in the Southern States of America. In the afternoon,
I experienced the benehit of putting on a flannel fhirt; for,
after the pores have been opened by the heat of the day,

the body ought to be carefully guarded againft the damps
and dews of the evening and night.

- 8g. After what has been faid, I need not dwell on the ne-

ceflity of unfeafoned Europeans avoiding expofure to the
rains inthe wet feaflon, and keeping the feet dry and warm
at all times. When a perfon unluckily gets wet, he fhould
change his cloaths immediately; or, if that cannot be done,
keep up the perfpiration by continued exercife. Rubbing
the body with rum or other fpirits, is a good precaution,
after getting wet.

go. The cold bath 15 an excellent prefervative of health,
particularly in hot climates, the relaxing effeéts of which it
tends greatly to counteral. It removes the fordes from
the {kin, leaves the pores open and free, and braces and in-
vigorates the whole conftitution. It is not, however, to be
plunged into by all perfons indifcriminately. Thofe who

are plethoric or feverith, or whofe lungs are difeafed, ought

to abftain fromit. Yetitis feldomer improper in hot than
in cold climates ; and in Africa, I have known many bene-
fited, but not one hurt by it. But let thofe who feel any 1n-
difpofition take advice before they ufe it, which I the rather
admonifh them to do, as this 1s almoft the only inftance in
which I have ventured to ftep out of the precinfts of com-

* M, Adanfon was fun-firuck, by expofing himfelf without his hat 1n the ex-
treme heat of the day, and in the hotteft feafon of the ycar, at Senegal,

mon
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mon obfervation into thofe of the faculty.—The beft time © H A
of the day for cold bathing is the morning. All the pur-
pofes of it are anfwered by a fingle immerfion. The body
ought to be immediately dried, and exercife ufed, for which

it is an excellent preparative.

- g1. The laft fpecific direction which I fhall offer is, to The fir
keep up the {pirits, and to ufe every temperate mean to ba- . v
nith anxiety and melancholy. For this purpofe, I can re-
commend nothing better than keeping the mind conftantly
occupied with fome purfuit, either of bufinefs or recrea-
tion. - Where bufinefs cannot be purfued as a recreation, I
have no [cruple to mention innocent games, even to a young
colony. - Playing at cards, draughts, chefls, and above all
billiards, for fuch trifling flakes as would agreeably engage
the attention, might fill up a leifure hour with very good
effeCts on the health. Thofe who have a tafte for reading,
writing letters, keeping diaries, natural hiftory, gardening,
drawing, or mufic, poflefs ample refources againft that lift-
lefs ennu: which preys on the fpirits of the idle and the
taftelefs. For want of a relith for fuch elegant, 1nnocent,
and improving ftudies, officers of the army, when cantoned
in places where there were no public amufements, have
fometimes been betrayed into deep gaming, drinking and
other .pernicious excefles. It requires but a flight know-
ledge of human nature to fee, that the mind, as well as the
fluids, mufl be kept i conitant circulation, and that every
method fhould be ufed to keep up a gentle flow of {pirts.
This direétion, experience has taught me to believe, to be of
the laft importance to health, particularly 1n hot chimates.

g2. So important does it appear to me, that I will venture E;Ecmr:i:dnt

to fay, with due deference to the faculty, that the mental ;iaeq1,

pheenomena have not yet received that medical attention to phriciass.
I _ which
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which they are entitled, If I be not much miftaken, there
has been a little blameable neglect in this particular. I
have not lived in the world without obfervation; and I
know liberal phyficians will excufe me for venturing to
hint, that the praftice of fome of their body appears to be
formed upon a theory which individuals have avowed, and
which, therefore, we may conclude others fecretly enter-
tain, namely, that all the faculties of man owe their ori.
gin to caules merely material. Thele gentlemen feem to
proceed, as if their patients were compofed entirely of me-
chanical powers and chemical properties, combined, in fome
unaccountable way, with a certain myfterious, but materi-
al, principle, called life. Their language, at leafl feems to
indicate, that they confider fick men as little or nothing
more than modifications of matter and motion—a fort of
chymico-mechanical automata. They clear the prime vie,
emply the bowels, orace up the nerves, &c. relax the cons
tratled fibres, expel wind, correff acidities, and bring about
digeflions, and derivatins, and revulfions of various kinds of
matter. 1 am far from faying that thefe terms are impro-
per; although I fear I may have ufed them improperly. I
only mean to remark, that terms taken from matter and it’s
properties abound much more in the medical nomencla
ture, than fuch as relate to mind and 1t's operations, For
aught I know, this may be neceflary and unavoidable ; yet
I cannot help {ulpecting that the more frequent ufe of fuch
terms betrays a degree of indifference to the mind, as com-
bined with, and influencing the body, in the human fyftem,
If we except the general terms “ paflions of the mind,”
“ deprefling paffions,” and a few others, phyficians feldom
ufe words that 1mply man to be a being, compofed of a bo-
dy, reafon and affections, diverfified and modified, and a&-

ing
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ing on one another, in a variety of ways., Hence moft of © AR
their prefcriptions relate almoft exclufively to the body,  (mmew
93. There 1s indeed an old book, formerly of fome au.
thority in Europe, which prefcribes many admirable medi-
cines for a “ wounded fpirit.” But our prefent race of
phyficians feem to difregard this antiquated volume, as
quite foreign to modern praflice.
4. Be this as it may, I believe 1t will be allowed that, in
fome difeafes, the fymptoms of the mind are as much to be
attended to, as thofe of the body. I farther believe, that
the exhibition of a deep tragedy, a humorous comedy, a
concert of mufic, according to the mood of the patient, or
any fpeftacle which would engage the attention and intereft
the paffions, without agitating them too much, would be of
ufe in more cales than are generally imagined.
g5. It has been obferved that boys, girls, women, and old Chitdeen,
men, ftand a tranfition from a cold to a hot climate, better E";“rﬁf,“
than men in the prime of life. Thefe laft, it is true, are 2dms-
. . : forty
more expofed to the caufes of difeafe than girls, women, fland the cii-
and old men; but, I believe, upon the whole, not more than ™" e
boys. May not one reafon of this be, that men of mature
age are more thoughtful than women by nature, than boys
and girls, who have not yet arrived at the feafon for anxious
refletion, and than old men who have pafled beyond it ?
Yet Iam not {ure that the anfwer to this query would be in
the affirmative. For it feems to be certain that perfons of a
{lender habit are generally more healthy in hot climates than
thofe who are inclined to corpulency; though it is common-
ly thought, that the minds of the latter are more placid and
tranquil than thofe of the former. It is alfo obferved, that
men above forty ftand the climate of Africa better than

thofe who have not reached that age,

I 2 g6. 1
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96. I fhould tremble for the incurfion I have made into
the. domains of the faculty, did I not believe that liberal
phyﬁcmns will pardon a few good natured remarks, made
with a view to awaken their attention to the influence of
mind in very many difeafes, where a. proper attention to
the powerful caufes, lodged 1nit, mlght have: the moﬁ bene-
ficial confequences.

g7. To fuch phyficians, I would refpetfully fubmit the
foregoing hints, which being chiefly preventive, do not, like
curative prelcriptions, require any great knowledge of me-
dicine. I muft confels, however, that obfervation and ex-
perience have rendered me not a little confident of the
utility of thefe hints, in guarding againit the effetts of a
fudden change of climate. By obferving them, the confti-
tution can {carcely fail to accomodate itfelf to it’'s new fitu-
ation, And this happy confequence will be experienced
fooner or later, according to the original firength or weaks
nefs of the firanger's frame; the more or lefs manly educa-
tion he may have received, or the early habits he may have
formed. For the effects of the climate mult of courfe be
different on different conftitutions. The foregoing rules
are general, and the application of them muft be left to the.
good fenfe and prudence of individuals. For my own part,
although 1 arrived on the coaft, in the moft unheglthful {ea-
fon of the year, I efcaped all the difeafes of the: country.
This I afcribe entirely to a cautious obfervance of the pre-
ventives above recited. During a mortality, which raged at
Senegal, while I was there, fix out of eleven failors, belong-
ing to the vellel in which I returned to Europe, were carried
off in a month; but not a fingle gentleman- or officer on
fhore was fo much as attacked, owing no doubt, to the

temperance and regularity, which their fituations enabled
them
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them to obferve. Thus, having both feen and experienced, C P{”? P.
the good effetts of the foregoing rules, I may hope to be'in: s

dulged in recommending them fo warmly to others.

C H AP VI
roy

GENERAL REFLECTIONS ON COLONIES, AND THE MEANS OF PRO-
MOTING THEM.

. . _ lory, b
feparable from that of great dificulty overcome, E:yr}nal.y

great utility refulting from {uccefs, and a proportionate in-
creafe of the happinefs of mankind, or of one's country.”
—+ Glory effentially belongs to God on high. Upon earth
it is the portion of virtue, not of genius; of a virtue ufeful,
great, -beneficent, fhining, heroic. It is the lot of a2 mo-
narch who, during the perils of a boifterous reign, labours,
and fuceefsfully labours, to promote the felicity of his fub-
jedts. - It is the ot of a fubjett who facrifices his life for the
good of the community. It belongs to a nation Whith no-
bly refolves to die free, rather than to live in flavery. It is
the reward; not of a Cfar or a Pornpey, but of a Regulus or
a Cato, It is the jult recompenfe of a Henry IV.” |
g9. “ Thanks to the fpirit of humanity which now be-
gins to infpirc all fenfible mens conquerors, both ancient
and modern, are finking to the level of .the moft deteftable
of mankind*. And I have not a doubt that poftenity, which
will pronounce an impartial {fentence on our difcoveries n
the New World, will doom our barbarous navigators to a

#  Heroes are all the fame, it is agreed,
From Macedonia’s madinan to the Swede;—
The whole ftrange purpole of their lives to find,
Or make, an enemy—of all mankind,”— Pore.

¢8. © THE 1dea of glory,” fays the Abbé Raynal, ¢ is in- Definition of

lower
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CHME lower ftate of abafement than even conquerors themfelves.

= Did the love of mankind, or did fordid avarice, aluate
them? And can enterprizes, even though good in them-
felves, be thought deferving of praile, if the motives of them
be vicious*.”

Colonial po- 100, But were navigators alone blameable in this refpeét?

an e And can we candidly affirm that the governments of the

g colonizing nations of Europe have fertoufly laboured, as
they ought, to give to the felfifhnefs of their fubjects, a di-
reCtion favourable to the real interefls of mankind? [ fear
not. That enlarged policy which, imitating the fource of
all perfetion, endeavours to extrat good out of evil, order
out of confufion, feems to have had too little influence on
the conduét of thofe ftatefmen, who took a part in project-
ing the modern colonies of Europe.—We will fend our fu.
perfluous people to South America, faid the court of Spain,
to explore it’s treafures, and, by their means, we will pols
{efs ourfelves exclufively of the finews of war, and the me-
dium of commerce, and thus render Spain the arbitrefs of
Europe.~The court of Portugal held fimilar language.—
We, {aid the Dutch, will get pofleflion of the fpices of the
Eaft, and not a clove or a nutmeg fhall the Europeans re-
ceive, except through our hands.—The Britifh, with more
good fenfe, but perhaps not with lefs felfithnefs, refolved to
form colonies 1n North America, to ferve as confumers of
their manufattures, and providers of raw materials and na-
val ftores, which, from their bulk, might employ a numerous
body of mariners, and give to Britain the empire of the
ocean.~France, {eeing the acceflion of wealth and power,

which Britain feemed to derive from her colonies, but

* Hilt, Phil, & Pol, T. VL. p. 28;.

which
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which the principally did derive from her liberty and con. € ‘w}nA. P,
fequent induftry, at home, was not flow in following the fieps \ e

of her rival. The Swedes, the Danes, the Prufhans, and
the Auftrians, have alfo had their colonizing fchemes; but
not to the fame extent with the nations already mentioned.

101, All thofe fchemes were formed upon a fimilar prin-
ciple. Contratted views of commercial and financial advan-
tage, narrowed their foundations, and fuffered them not to
{pread beyond the limits of a partial and local policy. For,
as far as I can learn, the founders of the modern European
colonies fcarcely ever entertained a thought of enlarging the
{phere of human felicity, and extending the bleflings of civi-
lization and religion to diftant nations. On the contrary, it
1s melancholy to trace the progrefs of the modern European
colonization, marked, as it is, with injultice, rapine and
murder, in various fhapes.

102. And what advantages have the refpeftive mother Confequen.

countries derived from their plundering {chemes? Why, ngm;“_
the Spaniards and the Portuguefe gained goid, and they
gained pride; but they loft their home-confumers by ex.

ceflive emigrations; and their remaining people loft their
induftry, and their enterprizing fpinit, which before had

made them fo refpettable in Europe. The Dutch gained

the Spice Iflands, on which indeed they formed fettlements,

or faltories, rather than colonies *. But in the Weft Indies

* ] think it right to diftinguifh colonies from fettlements or faflories. A colo-
ny fignifies a number of families, formed into a regular community, who have fixed
themlelves on an unoccupied fpot, with a view to cultivate the foil, and rear pofle-
nty, The words colony and fettlement have fometimes the fame meaning; but s
the latter s very often ufed for the word faftory, I with to reftriét it to this lakt fig-
nification.~—Fatories (or fettlements) having only commercial, temporary ends 1o
view, remove as foon as thofe ends are anfiered, leaving wholly out of fight eve-
sy kind of cultivation and improvement, cither of the people or the land.

they
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CH AP they formed réal colomes, which may perhaps have contti-
s buted to fill the bags of the Amflerdam Bank: . With mo-
hey, however, théy multiplied drones 1n their induftrious
hive, acquired a tafte for high living, increafed their taxes,
banithed feveral of their manufittures, and have brought
upon themfelves evident {ymptoms of national decay..- The
French and the Britifh gained an increafed marine which
each employed in watching the motions of the other, in
taking and retaking Weft Indian coloni¢s and Eaft' Indian
fettlements, and in defolating fome of the fineft countries
in the world with famine, fire,and fword. . We cannot én-
ter into particulars. Suffice it'to fay, that thefe two great
nations have, by their quarrels about colonies, well nigh ru-
ined one another.  The French politicians fucceeded in fe-
parating the Brtith colonies from their Mother Country;
but, in this enterprize, they rumned their finances, -~ All Eu-
rope knows the reft. All Europe has feen the French: go-
vernment {ubverted; and has heard of the national debt of
Great Britain, May Heaven avert from this highly favour-
ed natton, any ruinous cataftrophe! |
103. Colontes, as hitherto eftablithed and {upported, have
colt commercial nations nearly as great a facrifice of people
as the moft deftructive wars, For it muft be owned, that co-
lomfts have been too often regarded by the monopolizing
companies, or private merchants, who have genérally di-
reted them, in the light in which foldiers and failors arc
confidered by ftatefmen; that is, merely as the inftruments
of their fchemes, It therefore becomes a matter of ferious
confideration, when, where and how to form new ones,
which, in their commencement, {hall not be fo deftruétive
to the human race. While the principals arc aiming at the

acquifition of wealth, they ought not, as unfortunately has
hitherto
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hitherto been too much the cafe, to treat with indifference € H A P.

and negle& thofe whom valdence has place d in the VII.

humbler, but not lefs ufeful, ftation of executers of their
plans,

104. Though it be ufual to compare nations and their Compurilon
colonies to parents and their children; yet, as things NOW s theirco.
fland, I apprehend the analogy is very far from being juft. "’mf;’;;‘; i
In every family, the procreation and education of children children.
are innate principles, and the evident intention of the Cre-
ator, Where 13 the fenfible parent who does not ftrive
to give his children an education as good, at leaft, as he

himfelf has recerved, and to elevate them into a fituation
1n life equal, or even fuperior, to that which he himfelf fills.
A&ting thus, has he any other end than their good; any
other purpole to ferve than that of eftablifhing them in fo-
ciety, and enabling them, in due time, to become the pto-
vident and beneficent fathers of future families?

105. From fuch obligations, 1t would be a contradiction
to infer, that children, arrived at maturity, ought, from a
principle of falfe gratitude, infepatably to abide by their
parents throughout life. No! Nature herfelf then eman-
cipates them from parental authority, and juftifies their
claim to a feparate refidence, even though oppofed by their
parents, Without this procedure, fociety could not exif
and the human race would foon become extinét.—In 4
word, children are fruit hanging on the tree: men dre ripe
fruit, qualified to produce, in their turn, new groups to
grace the foreft, | -

106. The gratitude and filial attachment which children
preferve for their parents 1s, or ought to be, proportioned to

K the
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CH AP the care they have taken in their education, and to the tie
‘e—y—=r Which has been mutually formed by both, during the ftate-

of pupilage. |
E::,'ﬁ";m_ 107. Societies at large ought to aft precﬂ'cly on the fame
E";’u:fh‘:: principle, in forming colonies, which are no other than their
urplus po-  own children, or the fuperfluity of their population. It 1s
phom: indeed a duty incumbent on the government of every free,
mduftrious, and profperous nation, to look out betimes for.
unoccupied territory, againft the period when their popula-
tion and manufatures fhall exceed the proportion which
they ought to have to the land they already occupy, when
fully improved. That proportion certainly hasa limit, and.
commencing emigration will fhew when that imit 15 ex-
ceeded. Without providing new fpace for furplus popula-
tion, and feeking new markets for manufattures, the pro-
grefs of both muft ceafe ; or elfe the people will emgrate
to countries unconnected with the ftate. Hence found po-
licy {feems to ditate, that governments fhould, with the
care of provident fathers, prepare proper receptacles for
the excefs of their population—a principle which few or
no mother countries feem to have {ufficiently obferved *.
108. When a large fociety thus gives birth to a {mall one,
can it a& on a nobler principle than that of regarding,in the
firft place, the interelt of mankind at large, or univerfal fo-
ciety, and fubordinately, the advantage of it's own colony,
or the fociety delcended from it in particular?  Stand-
ing thus between both, will not the happinefs of both cen-
tre initfelf? Does not the father of a family rejoice in,
and partake of, the felicity both of the community and of
his chlldren?

o Scc Reafons for eflablifhing the Colony of Georpia, p. 3.
109. But
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109. But 18 there any colony exifting, founded on thefe
truly humane and enlarged principles? On the contrary,
does not the education, or treatment, which the prefent Eu-

ropean colonies have received, and do ftill receive, fromtheir

imprudent and interefted parents, generally prove the fource
of hatred between focieties that ought to be united by the
the moft indifloluble ties? Whence comes it, that parties
and fefts have been firlt driven to difcontent, then to emi-
aration, and laflly, to feparation from the larger focieties to
which they belonged; but from perverted fyftems of poli-
cy, the abufe of power, civil and ecclehaftical, and the pro-
voking attempt to keep mature defcendants perpetually in
leading ftrings, like infants? Was it thus that the ancient
Greeks treated their colonies? And ought not the mo-
derns, in prudence, to have imitated the liberal fyftem of
thofe famed ancients, who confidered their colonies as

friends and allies, not as dependent focieties or conquered
provinces?

110. “ The mother Greek city, fays Dr. Smith, though
fhe confidered the colony as a child, at all times entitled to
great favour and afliftance, and owing, in return, much grati-
tude and refpe&, yet confidered it as an emancipated child,
over whom fhe 'pretended to claim no diret authority or
jurifdi@tion. The colony fettled it's own form of govern:
ment, enafled it’s own laws, and made peace and war with
it’s neighbours, as an independent ftate, The progrefs of
many of the ancient Greek colonies feems accordingly to
have been very rapid. In a century or two, feveral of them
appear to have rivalled, and even furpaffed, their mother
cities. Syracufe and Agrigentum, in Sicily; Tarentum and
Locri, in Italy; Ephefus and Miletus, in Lefler Afia, appear,

K 2 by
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CEab by alk accounts, to have been at leaf equal to any of the

s citics of ancient Greece.” "
111. “But 'the policy of modern Europe has very little
to boaft of, either in the original formation, or, fo far as
concerns their internal government, in the fub{equent prof-
perity of the colonies of America. Folly and injuftice
feem to have been the principles which prefided over
the firft projeét of eftablithing thofe colonies; the folly of
hunting after mines, and the injuftice.of covetinga country,
whofe natives, far from having ever injured the people of
Europe, had received the firft adventurers with every mark
of kindnefs and hofpitality.”

112. Every modern mother-country, has fecured to her-
felf, in one fhape or another, a monopoly of her colony
trade.~ This monopoly, like all the other mean and ma.
lignant expedients of the mercantile fyftem, deprefles the
induftry of all other countries; but chiefly that of the colo-
nies, without in the lealt increaling, but on the contrary
diminifhing, that of the country in whole favour 1t is efta-
blifhed.—Some nations have even gone {o far as to give up
the whole commerce of their colontes to an exclufive com.
pany, of whom the colonies were obliged to buy all fuch
European goods as they wanted, and to whom they were
obliged to fell the whole of their own furplus produce. It
was the intereft of the company, therefore, not only to fell
the former as dear, and to buy the latter as cheap, as poffi-
ble; but to buy no more of the latter, even at this low
price, than they could difpofe of at.a very high price in
Europe. It was their intereft, not only to degrade, in all
cales, the value of the produce of the colony, but, in many
cafes, .ta keep down the natural increale of it's quantity.
Of all the expedients that can well be conérived to flunt the na-

{ural
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tural growth of anew colony, that of an exclufive company is © 1‘{; 1? P.

undoubtedly the moft effetual,”  “ For example, the Dutch
Eaft India company, by different arts of oppreffion, have re.
duced the population of feveral of the Molucca Iflands, for-
merly pretty well inhabited, nearly to the number fuffi-
cient to fupply with provifions their own infignificant garri-
fons, and {uch of their fhips as occafionally come there for

fpices®.”

COMMERCL

113. There are two fpecies of commerce different from,
and even oppofite to, if not deftruttive of, one another.
Some explanation of both forms an eflential part of my

plan.
114. i, Commiffion-commerce, into which, in remote ages,

mankind were naturally led by their real wants. An in-
terchange of ufeful commodities was the only objett of mer-
chants in early times. A natural and neceflary barter, by

* Wealth of Nations, edit. 5. Vol. IL. p. 344, 360, 375, 307, 434-—At p. 476,
the intelligent author. mentions-the operations of the Dutch Eafk India company,

in the Spice Iflands, to enhance the pnice, by burning all the fpices, beyond a ccr-
tain quantity, giving premiums for the colle€tion of the bloffoms of the clove and

nutmeg trees, &c. Heallo glances at certain prallices of the Englith Eaft India
company’s former fervants ; particularly their ordering the peafants w plough up
rice, and fow poppies, and the contrary, jult as their intereft, in the fale of opium
or rice, happened to dire€.—Sir W, Temple, in his obfervations on Holland, fays
that ¥ a2 Dutchman, who had been at the Spice Hlands, told him, that he faw 4t one
time three heaps of nutmegs burnt, cach of which was more than an ordmary
church would hold.”~But we need not go fo far abroad, for inftances of fuch pro-
ceedings ; for, in the year 1774, I was prefent at the burning of a large quantityof
of faleabls fpices, at the India Houfe in Amfterdam, for the avowed purpofe of

keeping up the price,
their

\swenypanng/

Commiffon
commerce
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their means, diffufed the produce of every part of the then
known world over the whole; and their profits might be
regarded more as the wages of neceflary labour, than as the
gains of injurious monopoly. Gold and filver were not ex-
cluded from this commerce; but they were left to find
their way into the general circulation, by their weight and

flandard. Their relative worth was not, like that of cozn,

fixed by artificial laws; but, like the worth of every other
commodity, was regulated by the natural demand. And
paper credit had, in that early period, no exiftence. This
natural and unreftrained ftate of commerce accorded per-
fettly with the primitive fimplicity of thofe ages: and 1t
certainly tended to promote a diffufion of the comforts of
life commenfurate to the wants of mankind, whom it united
by the bond of mutual interefls.

115. A mixture of fenfible and virtuous Europeans with
fimple, untutored Africans, may be expetted, by the reci-
procal attion and re-ation of their habits and manners, to
produce a focial charatter nearly approaching the ancient
fimplicity. It were therefore to be wifhed, that the bene-
ficial fpectes of commerce, juft mentioned, could be fo fixed
in every new African colony, as for ever to exclude that
perverted fyflem which I fhall call fpeculation-commerce,

on which 1t feems neceflary to dwell fomewhat more parti-
cularly *,

116.

* In order to give the reader fome idea of the extent to which a trade in the
produftions of Africa may be carried, it may not be amifs to mention a few falls
which fhow that a communication between very diflant parts of that continent, is

already open. And it will fcarcely be denied, that this might be made the channel
of conveying regular fupplies of European goods into thole central regions which
have hitherto feldom received any, except when the precarious fucsefs of the pre-
datory expeditions of their chicfs happened to enable them to make returns in

flaves;
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116. 2d. Speculation-commerce produces effeéts very dif- C H A T

ferent from commiflion-commerce. It does not tend o di-

flaves; but who, were that tallic abolilhed, would not fail to find equivalents in.
the produétions of the country,~——The Chevalier des Marchais, who vifited Gui-
nea in 1715, 1726, and 1727, by order of the French government, fays that * Ma-
lays came on horfes qo days journey to trade at Ardra, bringing cotton cloths and
mufitns, and recetving flaves, ivory and gold duft,”—Captain Frafer fays, there s
a trade in {laves, carried on acrofs the continent by merchants, who come for them
from the eflern parts of Africa to Angola on the wefl, and other witneffes affirm
the fame thing(See Min, of Evid.)——DLieut. Matthews tells us, that many black
priefts travel acrofs from the Nile,and from Morocco to Abyflinia, that he faw feve-
ral of them in the Mandingo country, and that by means of them, and the travelling
black merchants, the defeat of the Spaniards before Gibraltar was known 4o days
alter, at Riopongos (Voyage to Sierra Leona, p. 70.) This report mult have tra.
velled at the rate of at leaft 40 miles a day, which proves that the roads are not ve-
ry bad.—The negro captive I mentioned in the note to § 71, told me that he had
travelled much; and, in particalar that he had made feven journies from Fouta
Jallo, confiderably above Gallam, to Whidah, to buy fire-arms for his king, who
having been embroiled with the princes lower down the Senegal, could not as ufu-
al, get them from the coaft, by that river.  From his account Fouta Jallo, hies be-
tween the Niger and the Whidah, 10 days journey from the former ¢ towards the
{un.fetting,” as he exprefled it, and 15 from the latter, * towards the fun-rifing,
but confiderably below it.” But the circumftance of his converfation which moft
furprifed me was, that in many parts of the mterior, he pafled the rivers on bridges.
~For an account of the * trade in the interior parts of Africa,” {ee that nile in
the Privy Council’s Report, where it appears that that continent is traverfed in
many direflions by caravans trading in European goods, vory, goid-dult, ebony,
flaves, fennah, mannah, caflia, dates, gums, &c.—See alfo the interefling publica..
tions of the African affociation,

It may be fad, that, fecing the weftern coalt of Africa, is reforted to for flaves
hy the eaftern nations of that continent, and even by the Eaft Indians, that the abo.
lition of that traffic does not depend bn the Buropeans, I anfwer that the flave
market on the weflern coaft does entsrely depend onithe Europeans; and that'this is
the greate/f market, would appear from the dealers coming fodar to frequent it; for
they would not travel acrofs she continent, if they could convemently buy flaves
nearer home, 1f, therefore, the Europeans abolifh the flave-trade, it is plain that

the emporjum for it would be removed from the weltern coalt, and would no
lunger difturb legitimate commerce there,

retly

V1.
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retly to fupply the wants of a community, as to gratify
the avidity of individual merchants, whom governments
fuffer to take advantage of thofe wants. Nay, as if this
were not enough, moft governments have been prevailed
on to make formal grants, of monopolies and exclufive pri-
vileges to bodies of merchants. Such grants are deftruétive
of competition, the very foul of commerce, put the con-
fumers compleatly in the power of foreftallers, and nounifh
the overbearing wealth and ambition of individuals, at the
expenfe of the community.—The merchant who collects
the produdts of diftant countries in fuch quantities as have
been previoufly ordered by his correfpondents and cuftom-
érs, may be compared to a ftream which gently irrigates and
refrefhes the fields. The monopolizing fpeculator in thofe
products not unaptly refembles a refervoir which confines
the waters till the fields are parched, and at laft diftributes

‘them unfeafonably and partially, overflowing fome places,

and milerably ftinting others.

117. Speculators 1n exchanges and money-jobbers may,
perhaps, love to be compared to condutors which convey
the commercial fluid through the world. I fhall not obje&t
to the comparifon, if they will permit me to mention, that
the Jews have alfo been likened to thole conduétors, by an
eminent orator*. Like the Ifraclites too, thofe gentlemen
are unconnetted with any community; and, like Jew ped-
lars, can, at any time, put their cath and bills in their poc-
kets, and flit, with the celerity of their own paper, from one
end of the world to the other. For, I would afk any man
who knows the world, what hold any community can have
of perfons who, without property in lands, houles, or com-

modities, fit in their counting-houfes, watching the courfe

* Mr. Burke,
of
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of exchange, or the chance of a job*? I do not mean a mi- € B

nifterial job; although fome have fhrewdly fufpeted that s
the gains of fuch men have been formerly fwelled by this
kind of bufinefs,—a circumftance which perhaps the il-
suftrious Chatham had in his eye when, in the honeft fer-
vor of his patriotic foul, he uttered the following language.

118. “ There 1s," faid he, “ a fet of men in London Lord Cha.

" who are known to live in riot and luxury, upon the plun- et e
der of the ignorant, the innocent and the helplefls; up-
on that part of the commumty which flands in moft need
of, and beft deferves, the protection of the legiflaturet. To
me, my lords, whether they be miferable jobbers of Change-
alley, or the lofty Afiatic plunderers of Leadenhall-ftreet,
they are all equally deteftable. I care but little whether a
man walks on foot, or is drawn by four or fix horfes; 1f his
luxury be fupported by the plunder of his country, I de-
{pife and abhor him. My lords, while 1 had the honour of
ferving hus majefty, I never ventured to look at the treafury
but from a diftance. It is a bufinefs I am unfit for, and to
which I never could have fubmitted. The little I know of 1t
has not ferved to raile my opinion of what 1s vulgarly call-
ed the monied-intereft; I mean that blood-fucker, that

muck-worm, which pretends to {erve this or that admini-

# o The capitals,” fays Dr. Smith, * employed in the agriculture and in the
retal trade of any fociety muft always refide within that fociety, The capital of a
wholefale merchant, on the contrary” (and a fortiori that of a money-jobber)
“ feems to have no fixed refidence any where, but may wander about from place to
place” (jult fike it’s owner) * according asit can either buy cheap or fell dear.”

Wealth of Nations, Vol, IL. p. 54.

$ Dr. Arbuthnot obferves, that ** money-fcriveners are like your wire-drawing
mills; if they get hold of aman’s finger, they will pull in us whole body at laft.”

L ftration
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€4 % dranon, but which may be ;purchaled, on the fame terms,

‘ot byanyadminifiration.”

;:';;,,‘2;;.,_ 1. “ Thefe wre the men,” fays Dr. Johnfen, * wiho,
without virtue, labaur or hazard, are growing rich astheir
country 1s impoverdhed. They rejoice when obftinacy o,
ambition adds another year to flaughter and devaftation ;
and laugh from ther defks at bravery and fcience, while
they ave addmg figure to higure, and cipher to-cipher, hop-
ing for a new contract for a new armament, and comput.
ing ‘the profits of a fiege or a tempeft.”

120. It is to be hoped, however, that the nation, to which
this noble orator and this {ublime moralift were {uch fhin-
ing ornaments, will never experience the evil confequences
with which the influence of the monied intereft, if it con-
tinue to predominate over every other, may one day
threaten their hiberties.

Theiroper2- 191, To fpeak the truth, it appears to me, that a {pecies

tions tend to .

eflve  Of flavery, or dependence, very much like it, has gradually

mankids  crept, with {peculation-commerce and manufatures, into
all countries where they prevail. Of this flavery or de-
pendence, or whatever elfe it may be called, there are va-
rious degrees, from what we are plealed to fiyle a gentle
fate of fervice 1n our families, down to the molt abufive and
boldly avowed flavery in our fugar colonies. I cannot
give a fhorter inftance, than the ftate of celibacy in which
our numerous menial fervants are obliged to live, on pain
of lofing their places; as few will employ a married fer-
vant. Thus the ome fex is feduced 1nto proftitution, and
the other has no other re{ource than inthe annihilation of a
natural and neceflarv paflion, or in whoredom and de-
bauchery for life. This 1s but one, out of a thoufand in-
flances, which might be given of the inverfion of focial or-

der
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" der which now, more or lefs, prevailsin all commercial na- © iv{nA P.

tions, and whiich: oughit to be particutarly guarded againlt,
i eftablifliing a-new colony.

122. I have thought much: on thefe evils; and, on:the and wty.—
whole, find mylelf inclined to attmibute them to: a- caufe pcﬁﬁiﬂt‘ﬁ‘}"
which fkems never to have been much, if at all, attended to mmete
By others. 1 Have great reafon; liowaver, to fufpeft, that
the-degradation of a great portion of every mercantile com-
mumty, arifes from the prevailing luft of accumulating mo-
ney® 1ndependent of commodities, of the: value of which it
1s become the mere arditrary furn; inftead of being, as for-
merly, circulated and transferred as'a commodity itfelf. In
this unnatural innovation, I think I fee the. fource of many
of the grievous-evils which now afflitt commercial nations.

Hac fonte derivata clades! Money, in carly times, was
wilcly adoptedias the medium-of commerce, whioh gave it
it's-chief value as-a-commodity. But it has been evidently
diverted from 1t’s natural ufe, which was admirably calcu-
lated'to promote the free interchange of other commodities,
the increale of knowledge and virtue, and’ the’ wealth and
profperityof nations. This lamentable perverfion appearsto
have been owing to the Italian invention of bills of ex-
change, the operations of graiping monopolifts, the: arbitra~
ry interference of governments; in- attempting to eltabliih
between gold, fllver, and copper, and between. thefe metls
and other commodities, an unnatural relative. value; amd;
above all, to the medern fyflem of public credit and
finance. To thefe we muft add; the enermous.augmenta.
tion-and-wide circulation of paper; moftly of 1deal value, re

* By money 1 meanany thing.coined, uponr whiah -an arbitrery value has:been
fixed, entirely,unconneéted with any commodity, in like manner as it's fabricators,
thb Ipeculating mercliants, are uncohniefed With*any commudiy:

L2 fulting
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fulting from all the other caufes. Thus money has com-
pleatly fupplanted commodities, and become itfelf the chief
{ubje(t of commercial fpeculation, to the ‘exclufion of ufeful
produtions. The acquifition of 1t is the fole purfuit of all
men of bufinefs; particularly of individual merchants and
monopolizing companies, feparate from the general good, to
which the produttion and interchange of ufeful commodities
always directly conduces. In this unnatural chaos of mo-
ney-fpeculation, where all the concerns of fociety, and all
the abilities of individuals, as well as the produce of their
induftry, are eftimated, not by ounces and penny-weights
of gold and filver, but by imaginary denominations of
pounds, livres, nx-dollars, &c. I f{ay, in this forced and ar-
tificial ftate of things, could it be furprifing that men
fhould find their labours {peculated upon, or monopolized,
their time engrofled, their {ocial and domeftic comforts
abridged, their perfons degraded, their minds darkened,
and their children brought up, as machines, to {pin cotton
and grind fciffars >—And all for what >—but to enable a few
monopolifts to accumulate money.

123. That colonies formed on the modern mercantile
fyflem, in which money has ufurped the place of commo-
dities, mult neceflarily be {upported by the degradation of
a great part of the community, appears to me the unavoid-
able refult of their faulty, commercial conflitution. On the
otber hand, hiberty muft be the happy lot of colonies efta-
blifhed on the balis of agriculture ; for natural produions
are not nearly fo hable, as money 1s, to be perverted to pur-
poles incompatible with the benefit of a community at large,
Degradation, or a {pecies of flavery, is undoubtedly one of
the baneful effells of the abufed power and influence of mo-
ney. But liberty flows from the produétion of ufeful com-

modi-
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modities, which leads the labourer or produor to true loy. ¢ H A P.

alty, making 1t his intereft to firengthen the power of the
laws, and to fecure the peace and good order of the com.
munity, without which his bulky and unwieldy property
cannot be fecure,

124. 1 hope my pecuhar thoughts on commerce will
have the good fortune to be well received by many difinte-
refted perfons, who will excufe my dwelling on it at as great
- length as the narrow limits of my work will permit. I flat-
ter myfelf too, that the good-natured reader will interpret
fome warm expreflions, which have efcaped me, not as dic-
tated by a rancorous ipirit, or any difregard to the refpe&-
able part of the public, but by an honeft zeal for guarding
alt new communities from the baneful effeCts of monopoly
and {peculation®,

Vil
L

125. The preceding reflections will appear the more im- Necefity of

portant, if we confider that, unlefs we avoid the errors of

caution 18
forming co-

former colomfts, not to mention later attempts, our under- loues

taking certainly will mifcarry, leaving us overwhelmed with
fhame, felf reproach, and an irretrievable lofs of lives, time,
labour, and expenfe. Lect us therefore beware of proceed-
ing on felfith and avaritious principles; but having made
choice of one of the beft fituations hitherto known, let us
profit by the experience of others; and, guarding agamit
their miftakes and mifcondud, let us aét on pglans worthy
of men of good hearts and clear underftandings; let us
liften, in fine, to the counfel of experienced and difintereft-

* See the queries at the end of this chapter.
ed
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CR AT od perfons, and weigh matters of foigreat importance, with:

‘et DECOMiNg feriouthefs.and attention.

Howerle: ) 6. The refult of fuch deliberations, we are warranted!

be ercnur-  tr hape, would be the formationand:adoption. of: a feries of

o regulations founded on {ubftantial juftice and: virtuous hi-
berty. If our wealth and enjoyments here in Eurape
fhould difincline us from perfonally executing fo noble an
enterpnze, we may contribute effentially towards it, and:
probably. increale our own fortunes, by giving encourage-
ment to a body of men, poor perhaps 1n point of property,
but rich in aétivity, probity, fortitude, and other mental: re-
fources. Let thefe give what fecurity they can. for the pro-
perty advanced, and, 1if they are, as they certainly ought
to be, men of the charatter defcribed, their prineiples will
be a futhcient lecurity.

127. It 1s an important, though an obvious, remark, that
the zeal, even of the beft colonifts, cannot reafonably be ex-
pedted to exceed that of the principals in the undertaking.
If we nifk a little property, we fhould remember that they
rifk ther lives; or, probably thiné, (though perhaps wishout
fufficient realon) that they are ritking them, Without
countenancing their groundlefs fears, we ought to open to
them profpects, in fome degree, proportioned to the ideas of
perfonal hazard, which molt men attach to fuch under-
takings. The beft way to convince them that thofe prof-
pedls are not-delufive, will be to furnith.them liberally, in
the firlt mflance; with every accommodation conducive to
their health and comfort. And what fort.of profpeds will
it be neceffary to hold out? Shall we tempt them with als
luring promifes of riches and fpiendour? No: men whofe
imaginations love to riot in fuch dreams would be a curfe
to an infant colony: but, to perfons of the proper defcrip-

tion,
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tion, we needonly make an honeft and fincere offer of our € '\*fﬁ‘ b,
effectual affiftance i obtaining, by their own induftry, a o
competency for themfelves and their families,

128, The choice of people for an infant colony is a mat. Choice of
ter of the utmoft importance, and the niceft delicacy; for ™"
the greateft care and caution will be neceffary to afcertain
the real characters of thofe who offer themfelves as mem-
bers of an 1nfant community. On this depends it's peace
and it's ultimate fucce(s. Men of reftlefs, unfteady difpofs-
tions, or who indulge in gaming or liquor, or with- various
women; or who entertain ambitious and felfith views; or
who are apt to dream of ealy days.and carelefs nights, and
aérial caftles and cities like El Dorado®. In fhort, all men
of diflipated habits of whatever kind, and whofe views and
purfuits are not perfeétly agreeable to focial order, are to be
rejected, as improper inmates for a new colony.

129. A few perfons, of known and approved fobriety,
honefty and induftry, ought to be chofen and well provided
with houles, food, cloathing, medicines and, in a word, eve-
ry neceflary, and even every comfort, fuitable to their new
and untried fituation. Should the expenfe of liberally fit-
ting out {uch afeleét number of fettlers prove even double
to that of a crowd of people indifcriminately picked up, the
plan would neverthelefs be found a faving one in the end ;
and 1t would moreover diminifh the mortality, and, in all
probability, infure ultimate {uccels.

130. As an additional argument for the prudent.choioe of Natiechiet

fettlers, 1 may mention the footing of good neighbourhood ;‘;‘;‘_“’“‘i’-i"

* The gc;lden city in South America, dreamed of by Sir Walter Raleigh, and
which, above a century after that great man’s death, a Jefuit, of the name of
Gumila, exprelled a firong defire-to vifit, But 1t has never yet been difcovered!

and.
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CHAP and friendlhip, which it will be abfolutely neceflary for

s them to maintain with the chiefs of the country. Thole
chiefs are far from being without difcernment, and the dif-
covery of any thing like a felfith {pmit would awaken their
jealoufy, and as effectually alienate them from the interefts
of the colony as the molt flagrant outrage. Since 1t wili be
of the higheft importance to conciliate and preferve, by
folid and lalting benefits, the good will of the chief of the
fpot where the colony 1s intended to be fixed, I would re-
commend it to the colomfls to place themlelves, as far as
prudence will permit, under his protection; and to conform
themfelves, as much as they can, confiltently with the great
end of the eftablithment, to the innocent cuftoms of the na-
tives. When the colonial town comes to be built, and the
lands divided, a houfe fhould firlt be built, and a garden
laid out, for the chief himfelf; and the garden fhould be
kept in order till his own people have learnt the method of
performing that delightful talk, This would be the eafieft
and moft effeftual way, at once to reconcile him and his
domelftics to the habits of civilized life, and to fatisfy him
that no kind of 1njuftice, or ufurpation was intended. Thus,
not only his own intereft would induce him to proteét a co-
lony which had increaled his enjoyments, but gratitude
would infpire him with cordial fentiments of regard for his
new friends, whom he would foon be brought to confider as
his children. Al jealoufy on the part of the chief being
thus removed, his fubjects, taught by his exampie and
that of his domeftics, would {foon begin to adopt the man-
ners of the Europeans, to imitate their induftry, and to
emulate them in every kind of improvement,

st e

131, [
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131. 1 know not what fome of my readers may think, but C # A .

. . . ra Vii,
to me, it appears a ferious violdtion of natural law to force,

or even to allure, men and women to drudge in any kind S rio
of hard labour that can be performed by cattle. For, to ed for catte.
what purpofe hath the Creator endowed certain animals

with firength, patience and docility, and made them obe-

dient to the will of man, unlefs they are to affift him in his
labours, and to partake of the harveft? To partake, I fay,

of the harveft, and to be treated with a confideration pro-
portioned to their fervices, and to their various degrees of
feeling, which generally correfpond with their different por-

tions of intelle@. We are ever to remember, that, of all the
external gifts of God, the moft valuable is the fervice of la-
bouring animals, over which he hath not granted us an ab-

folute, but an evidently limited, dominion, for the exercife

of which we are accountable to him®*. If fo; it follows, a
fortiors, that he hath not given men ablolute dominion over

one another. * Man over men he made not lord; fuch ti-

tle to himfelf referving+.” Having then, ftritly {peaking,

no abfolute dominion over brutes, and flill lefs over one
another, we never can have a right, either by force or fraud,

to make our fellow creatures perform the talks of labouring

cattle, talks for which God and nature have not fitted them,

and which in certain diforderly hordes acrofs the Atlantic,

have deftroyed more human lives than ever did war, pefti-

lence or famine, in any other country.

132, Without entering into the minutiz of cultivation, I Theute of

fhall only endeavour to point out the neceffity of introduc- ¢ PoY,

ed,
* See Dr, Primatt’s Effay on the Duty of Mercy and the Sin of Cruelty to

Brute Animals=—=-alfo the Adventurer, No. g7.
t Miltom

M Ing
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ing the labour of cattle and the ufe of the plough, if poflible,

—~ at the very commencement of a new colony. It is not

Objettions
to the
plough an-
{wered.

only the quickeft and cheapeft mode of cultivation; but 13
preferable in every other refpect, to the flow and flavith
method of forcing men and women to dig up the ground
with hand-hoes, and to carry out the dung in bafkets, as ge-
nerally practifed in the fugar iflands, and in fome parts of
the American continent. This prattice is evidently incom-
patible with the health and comfort of free labourers n a
hot climate, and indeed in any climate; for I believe the
hand-hoeing of all the land which 1s now ploughed through-
out Europe, would be found intolerably oppreflive to the
peafantry, even in thefe temperate or cold climates.

139. In converfing with many of the Welt Indians, a little
attention will difcover that one grand, though tacit, reafon
for their preferring hand-hoeing to the plough 1s, That 1t
has hitherto been thewr cuflom. This happens to be juft fuch
a reafon as men wedded to ancient prejudiccs, conftantly
give for continuing their errors; and of all men, the cultiva-
tors of the earth, from their fcattered fituation, are obferv-
ed to adhere the moft obftinately to their ancient praflices.
Montefquieu remarks that the Turks fuill employ no other
machinery, in their mines, than the arms of their flaves;
while they daily {ee their neighbours, the Hungarians, who
have no flaves, abridge their own labour, and fave much
expenfe, by the ufe of machiery. For, fo infatuating 1s
the practice of flavery, that the mafters cannot fee that the
labour of {laves which, to vulgar eyes, appears the cheap-

eft, is in truth incomparably the deareft of all labour*,

* Tlis has been fatisfafionily proved by Dr, Frankiin in his Thoughts on the
peopling of Countries, by Montefquieu in the Spirit of Laws, and by Dr. Smith in

Wealth of Nations, Vol, L. p. 122, and Vol, 111. p. 38, edit, 3.

134. But
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134. But the Weft ‘Indians make two objeftions to €

the plough which are worthy of more ferious
—“In the old fmall iflands, many.eflates are too con.
tracted to afford pafturage, and their cattle and horfes have
hitherto been fed with grafs and weeds which the flaves are
forced to “ pick” when they thould be taking reft. This
{canty mode of feeding, gives the cattle barely.ftrength to

crawl to the fhipping places with the produce; but would
never fuftain them under the labour of ploughing.”—I ac-

knowledge the force of this objetion, as far as 1t goes; but it
alfects only the old, fmall iflands, and only the fmaller eltates
in thole iflands, and even in thefe it might be, in moft cafes, as
in fome 1t already 1s, removed by the culture of Guinea grafs,
Guinea cornand other provender, This obje@ion, however,
applies not to Jamaica, and the Ceded :iflands, nor even to
the larger eftates on the old fmall iflands.—Another obection
1s, that * fome eftates, or rather fome fields {for 1t 1s fcarce-
ly true of any whole fugar eftate) are too fteep or too rocky
to admit of the plough.”"—But this ¢annot be urged againit
ploughing land that 15.70f too fteep and too rocky, and fuch
1s far the greater part of the care-land in the fugar colonies.
For few fugar works, comparatively, were fixed on lands
obftruted with rocks and precipices, and the rath builders
of moft works that were ereted on fuch fpots, have been
obligad to give up the culture of {ugar for that of cotton,
coffee, &c. and, in fome cafes, have abandoned their works
altogether.—On the whole then, it will be found that the
objettions againft the plough apply to but a {mall portion of
the Weft Indian colonies colletivly taken; and it will be
the fault of the undertakers of new colonies 1n Africa, if 1n
a country containing fuch immenle variety of furface, they
make choice of a fituation where they cannot have the ad-

M 2 vantage
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CHAP vantage of the labour of cattle, in drawing ploughs and
\—~ Other implements of agriculture.

135. If 1t be alked, Why the firlt cclomifts of the Weft In-
dian iflands, did not ufe the plough, as they had been ac-
cuftomed to do, in their refpettive mother-countries? I an-
{wer, that they had, at firft, neither pafturage nor cattle, and
that, even if they had been provided with both, the roots of
the trees were fo very tough and hard, 1n fome of the
flands, that no plough could have gone among them. What
little {trength they had, they were obliged to employ, not in
grubbing up roots, but in planting among them for an im-
mediate fubfiftence. No inltrument was fo well adapted
for this purpole as the hoe, and the hoe having been once
ufed, the introduttion of flavery, which foon after took
place, did the reft. For when {lavery begins, improvement
ends; and fociety, if a colleclion of mafters and {laves de-
ferve that refpectable name, finks into a torpid {late of {tag-
nation is congemal to flavery, which cramps the powers of
invention, and, by deftroying emulation and reward, ar-
refts the progrefs of every ufeful art®,

abeen  196. Yet fome individual Weft Indians, nobly burfting
fuceelfilly 11 bonds impofed on them by vulgar prejudice and the
Wett Indies. practice of flavery, have happily precluded all fpeculative
arguments 1n favour of the plough, by the fuccefsful ufe of
it. It has been found, in Jamaica, that “ one plough turned
up as much ground 1n a day, and in a much better manner,
than one hundred negroes could perform with their hoes,
in the fame time;” and that “the canes planted on the

ploughed land turned out near three hoglheads of fugar

* See Smith's Wealth of Natians, Vol, IIL, p. 7.
per
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per acre, which was one hogfhead per acre more than it had
been ufed to yield from the common method of culture*.”

137, But, if the plough has been ufed, in fome cafes, fo
advantageoully, in the Weft Indies, it will no doubt be afk-
ed, why it is not there ufed univerfally? This is a very
fair queftion, and the volumes juft quoted furnifh a very fa-
tisfatory anfwer to it. * In fome places, where ploughs
have been tried and laid by again, experience, judgement
and pratical knowledge, were not always affifting in the
operationst.” “ I am convinced,” fays Lieut. General
Matthew,Governor of Grenada, “that experiments have not
had fufficient or fair trial, from the want of proper imple-
ments, {uitable to the different foils and fituations, and from
the want of intelligent labourers. This matter has been
given up on flight nveitigation }.”

138. To account for the  {light inveftigation” of fo im-
portant a matter, will require a few words of explanation.
—The proprietors of the Welt Indian iflands, like thofe of
moft other countries, are either independent, or nvolved
in debt. The latter, though chiefly refident on their plant-
ations, are unable to afford the expenfe neceffary for the
firlt introdution of all improvements; and their creditors,

* Long's Hiftory of Jamaica, Vol. 1. p. 449 where the ufe of the plough is re-
con:mended by irrefiflible reafoning, and by faéls ftill more irrefiflible.—See alfo
Fdwards’s Hiftory of Jamaica, Vol. IL p. 213. Mr. E. likewife writes from his own
rxpericncc.—Scc farther, the Evidence of Sir George Young, the two Mr. Wood.
wards, Mr. Fitamaurice, &c, inthe Minutes of Evidence on the {lave trade before
the Houfe of Commons—alfo various pieces of evidence in the anfwers to the
42d, 46th, and 47th, querics in the Privy Council’s Report and the fupplement.

t Anfwer by a planter of 1068 acres in Babadocs, in the fupplement to the

Privy Council’s Report, p. 3e.
t Privy Council’s Report Part. 111, Article * Grenada and St, Chr:flophers,”

anfwer to query 4ad.

being
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being chiefly Englith merchants, who never were in the Weft
Indies, are unwilling * to fpeculate,” as they fay, * in new
projects,” of the pratticability of which they are not com-
petent judges. The independent planters, on the other
hand, chiefly refide in England, committing their affairs in
the Iflands to the care of agents (there called “ attornies")
who being very often Guinea fallors (or conneted with
fuch) furnifh the eftates with imported flaves. The ulfe of
the plough would diminifh the labour of {laves, prolong
their lives, and, of couile, leflen the demand for more.
Add to this, that, by a law of Jamaica, “ thefe agents or at-
tornies” muft be paid fix per cent. on the value of the pro-
duce, which 1s another reafon for their not wifhinz to dimi-
nith the labour of flaves; although, if they were not inter-
efted in the flave-trade, this commiflion would no doubt in-
duce them to increale the produce by the plough. . Thefe
“ attormes” appoint the overfeers who refide on the plant-
ations, and who generally lay out their falaries on new ne-
groes, whom they nurfe in their mafter’s kitchens, and let
out molt prohtably to * hole” cane-land for * weak hand-
ed” eftates, at from {3 to /5 flerling the acre. It cannot
therefore be expetted that overfeers, any more than their
patrons, the attornies, will favour the plough, or any other
mode of abridging the labour of flaves. In fa&t, the habits,
the prejudices and, above all, the interells both of attornies
and overleers are combinea againft the ufe of the plough.
And fo powerfully do thefe motives operate, that, a very re-
fpectable Jamaica planter ftated in evidence before his
Majefty’s Privy Council, that though, by means of the
plough, without an additional flave, and without injuring
the cattle which drew 1it, he nearly doubled his crop of {u-
gar; yet, after he left the illand, n 1785, he could not pre-

vail
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vail on his overfcer to continue the ufe of it*. But vulgar C H A P.

prejudice, the ¢fprit du corps, and even the interells of par- VL.

ticular clafles of men, though difficult to be overcome, are
not invincible: and, from what has already been dene in
the Weft Indies, particularly in Jamaica, Barbadoes, and
Grenada, we have realon to expet, that a more rational
and humane mode of culture, will at laft take place of the

wafteful and oppreflive one, which hath hitherto unfortu-

nately prevailed.
139. In the Eaft Indies, the fugar-cane is raifed by free- I the Eat
men, with the plough, in very great abundance. M. riedein

rapfedwithit,

William Fitzmaurice, who fpent feventeen years in Jamai- b r<m
ca, ten of them as a fugar-planter, and who lately went over
to Bengal to fettle a fugar eftate, approves of their mode of
tillage by the plough; though he difapproves of their me-
thod of manufacturing the fugart, But, near Batavia, the
culture of the cane, with the plough, held by free people,
and the manufatture, by a fimple and natural divifion of la-
bour, .has been brought to the highelt perfection by the
Dutch and Chinefe. Mr. Botham, who defcribes it, and
who has managed fugar eflates in the Wefl Indies, as well as
in the Eaft, gives a decided preference to the Batavian
praftice. At Bencoolen, he fuperintended a fugar cflate,
during the late war, on the fame plan, and with funilar
fuccels]. And, in Cochin China, we are affured by M. Le

* Sce the evidence of John Afhley, Efg. formerly of Jamaica, now of Cook-
ham, in the Privy Council’s Report,  This whole pernicious [yflem is explained at
length by Mr. Long, in Vol. L. p. 189, 391, and Vo, 1. p. 403, 406 and other pa s
of ns Hillory of Jamaica. See alio the evidence of Mr. Coor, Mr. Clappelon, Alr,

Fitzmaurice, and Lieut, Davidfon, in Minutes of Evidence before the Houfe of
Commons. *
t Sece his printed letter to the Eaft India Direflors.

t Sce Mr. B's evidence before the Privy Council, and the Houfe of Commons.

Poivre,
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Poivre, fugar i1s raifed, for a great part of the Empire of
China, by free labourers aflifted by the plough®.

140. I have dwelt the more particularly on this head, as
I deem it of the utmoft importance to every new colony in
the tropical regions of Africa. I refer chiefly to the Britith
fugar iflands, becaufe the evidence, taken by the Britifh
Privy Council and Houfe of Commons, furnithes a body
of information far more extenfive than any that I have feen
refpecting the colonies of any other European flate. And
I have confined my obfervations entirely to the fugar cane;
becaufe, if it can be proved that the very laborious culture
of that ftrong, fucculent plant can be, and atually is, carri-
ed on by means of the plough, it’s utility in all, or almoft
all, other kinds of tropical cultivation will {carcely be deni-
ed. Knowing, as I doby experience, that men cannot {afe.
ly undergo the fame labour in hot as in cold or temperate
climates, I cannot but be folicitous that the labour of cattle
(hould be introduced, as early as poffible, into every new
colony that may be formed in Africa, Without it, I am
truly forry to predit, what every man, acquainted with the
circumftances, muft torefee, that the colonifts, though free
and protected from lawlefs violence, will foon fink into a
ftate of degrading drudgery which will ruin their conftitu-
tions, and, 1n truth, render them, in one material particu.
lar, as wretched as Weft Indian flaves.

141. On the contrary, let the founders of a new colony
early provide fuch regulations, as will proportionably d-
vide the labour between cattle, men, women, and young
perlons, and all the lamentable confequences of it's unequal
diftribution will be prevented. “ For it has been comput-

* Oblervations fur les Arts en Afie, &c. p. 100,

ed,
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ed, by political arithmeticians, that if every man and wo. CH A P.
, Vil
man would work for four hours each day on fomething o

ufeful, that labour would produce fufficient to procure all
the neceflaries and comforts of life; want and mifery

would be banifhed ‘out of the world, and the reft of the

twenty four hours might be dedicated to leifure, pleafure,
inftrution or contemplation *.”

-—-—-—m

QUERIES

142. To unfold the myflerious and complicated evils of
monopoly and fpeculation, would require volumes, and I
have room only for a few paragraphs. But fo interefting is
the fubjeét, that, inaddition to what I have ventured to infert
above (§ 116, ¢t feg.) [ cannot help fubmitting to deep and ii-
beral thinkers, and to fuch only, the following queries.—They
are neceffarily brief, and therefore, fome of them may appear
ambiguous or obfcure. But brevity obliges readers to
think; and 1 fhall rejoice, if thefe queries give rife to a train
of clofe thinking, in any one of thofe intelligent and candid
minds, for whofe confideration alone, (I repeat 1t) they, as
well as the correfponding part of this chapter, are intended.

N. B. By money, or coin, in the following queries, 1 beg leave to underfland

every thing that bears a flamp of credit; confequently including not only fpecie,
but every kind of paper-credit.

I. In all communities, are there not two things, which
have the moft intimate conne€tion with one another, viz.
money and commoddities?

I1. Are not commodities ¢ffential to the exiftence of every
community, and 1s not money merely accrdental; or in other

* Dr. Frankiin's Effays, p. 138,

N words,
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words, Is it not pratticable for a community to carry on

v it's bufinels without money, but not without commoditses?

III. Qught not money therefore always to reprefent com.
modities, and the whole circulation of money to be in de-
pendence on the grodulfion of commodities; but not on the
contrary ?

IV. But do not commodities, at this day, reprefent money ;
and does not their produttion depend on the circulation of
money? And is not money then a produftion iNDEPENDENT
of the produttion of commodities?

V. May not this inverfion arife from money having ob-
tained an independent originand circulation, uncontroled by
the produétion of neceffary and ufeful commodities ?

VI. Are not commodities become the means for geiting
rich in money? But ought not money to be the means for
getting rich in commodities?

VIL Is not the accumulation of money the cﬁzef end, at pre-
fent, in every occupation, and commodaties only the means#

VIII. Cannot a community, as well as an individual, as
things now ftand, circulate a greater or fmaller ftock of mo-
ney independent of any production of commodities ?

IX. Can a producer of commodities, at this time, extend his
circulation in any degree equal to a monzed man 2

X. Is not money fooner turned than commodities, which
can only be turned when worn out or confumed

XI. Does not the quick return of money give the monted
man an undue advantage over the producer of commodities
which cannot be turned fo quickly ?

XII. Are not knowing people, at this day, fooner induced
to enter into money concerns, than into the produdiion of com-
modzltes?

XIIL
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XIIL Granting the affirmative of the foregoing queries ¢ H A B

"y ¢ . _ Vil
to be true, will it not follow; that money is, at this day, fepa- s

rated from, and has become independent on, commodities ?

XIV. Are not all Banks, whether public or private, to be
confidered as florehoufes of money?

XV. But fhould not ftorehoules, filled with neceffary and
ufeful commodities, be confidered as the effential and intrin.
fic banks?

XVI. Are not thofe perfons tndependent or free, in fhort
rich, who poffels florehoules of money, whether in caih,

bank-notes or bills, and 1s not their independence in pro-
portion to the quantity of money their ftorehoufes contain ?

XVIL Are not thofe dependent or poor, who, although in
pofleflion of ftorehoufes filled with neceffary and ufeful
commodities, yet cannot command money when required,
without lofs on the difpofal of their goods; and are not
thofe perfons dependent and poor, in proportion as their
flack of goods exceeds their flock of money ?

XVIIL Did not the nature of money alter, after the efta-
blithment of the firft public bank at Genoa, and after the
introduttion of bills of exchange and other paper-money?

XIX. Is there any other difference between money in
bills of exchange, and in cotmed gold, flver, cspper or paper,
than that, to the former 15 granted a limited credit, paying
intereft or difcount, and to the latter, an unlimited credit
which pays no intereft or difcount ?

XX. Is not cotn, in form of guineas, louss d'ors, ducats,
rix-dollars, thillings, guilders, ftuivers, pence, groichen, &e.
whether ftamped on metals, paper, leather (or wood,) ac-
knowledged and received as money, or credit; and 1s not this

N 2 coin
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C H AP coin different from, and independent of, any {ort of commio-

VIL.

- dities, even of the matenals 1t 1s ftamped upon, when con-

fidered as ufeful {ubjefts of manufatture?

XXI. Is not money independent of commodities, in con-
fequence of tt's coinage being under a monopoly, while the
produttion of commodities is free?

XXII. Are not monopolifts, and efpecially comners or pro-
ducers of money, compleatly independent of fociety; and are
not producers of commodsties firictly dependent on fociety ?

XXIIL Does not the independence of the producers of
money on the producers of commodities and on fociety, na-
turally lead to am appofition of interefls; and does not fuch
oppofition lead to jealoufy and contention, where there
thould be, and, but for this unnatural ftate of things, would
be, harmony and mutual dependence?

XXIV, Isnot a tradefman a greater merchant than a horfe-
dealer—an importer or exporter a greater merchant than a
tradefman—a negociator (of bills) a greater merchant than
an importer or exporter—a banker a greater merchané than
a negociator—and, in (hort, is not the producer or coiner
of money the firlt merchant in every flate, in as much as,
in all his tranfaltions, commodities are totally out of the
queftion; for nothing circulates with him but money which
he coins, ab LiBITUM ? |

XXV. Does not the facility of coming at money or credit,

Jupport and propagale corruption and luxury, and occafion ru-

1nous bankruptcies?

ettt ———

XXV1, Is not the real want of any commodity, in a com-

munity, the only natural bafis of the intrinfic value of that
commodity ?

XXVII,
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XXVIL Ought money to reprefent commoditics arbitra-
rily, or ought it to reprefent them naturally, by the intrin-
fic value of the material on which it 1s ftamped, arifing from
the natural demand for that material, when wrought into
ufeful articles and utenfils ?
XXVIIL Ought not the natural bafis of money to be the
Siaple produttion of every community, and not gold, filver,
copper, &c. 1n the form of coin, which form creates an ar-
tificial demand for thofe metals, over and above the natural
demand?
XXIX. Have not the producers of money.and the pro-
ducers of credit the fame inierefls; or, in fat, are they not the

fame people? And1s notevery one a fabricator of money, in
proportion to the credit he 1s able to obtain?

XXX. Has not the true nature of money been perverted
or overturned by, and much confufion enfued from, an art:-
fictal credit 2 ‘,

XXXI. Is there any mean to check the above confufion,
but by checking credit ?

XXXII, Is there no other alternative, than that commerce
muft either be overcharged with imaginary paper, or fubjeét-
ed, every eight or ten years, to the calamity arifing from a
general defirultion of that paper, involving in ruin many ho-
neft and refpeltable individuals? May not thefe evils be
Jeflened, or avoided, by checking credit in general ?

XXXIIL Can credit be checked, as long as cotnage is alto-
gether, and the produllion of money in a great meafure, un-
der.monapoly?

XXXIV. Did not the nature of money 1n.it's primitive
flate approach more to bartering # And did not the people
of remote antiquity weigh therr money

XXXV,
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CHAR  XXXV. Would not the monopoly of coinage, and of the

v produétion of reprefentative money, be taken away by let-
ting every metal circulate according to its weight and intrin-
Sfic fandard ?

XXXVL Is not natural credit grounded on the afive
abiliti:s, freedom and integrity of men.

- XXXVIL Is not artificial credit grounded on tmaginary
properly; does it not give tife to fraud and fwindling; and is
it not fupported by arrefls for debt ?

XXXVIIL If arrefts for debt, were abolifhed, and all me-
tals were allowed to circulate according to their weight and
intrinfic flandard, whether as money or as commodities,
would not artificial credit be checked, and order in econom:-
cal matters, be reftored ?—(See § 197 Note.)

XXXIX. Is 1t not probable that the prefent inverted fy{-
tem in ceconomical matters, n all the ftates of civil {ociety,

originates from this caufe, namely, the independence of money
on the prodution of commodiires?

D e e

XL. Is not he confidered as a rich man, at this time, who

fubfifts upon the intereft of his money, independent of any-
abifities and commodities ?

XLI. Arenot they in reality, or comparatively, poor and
dependent, who poflefs talents and abilities, and even flocks
of goods, but yet cannot command money, when it is de-
manded of them 1n form of taxes, rents, intereft, &c.

XLIL Is there not in general a greater trouble and rifk in

Sfubfifling upon the produce of land or commodities, than upon
money fafely placed at interefl 2

XLIIL Is not a man, who lives without labour, whether
on hus own income, or by begging, an ufelefs drone in focie-

ty;
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ty; and does not he become over folicitous about his own © i\{fl? P,

intereft, and proportionally indifferent to the real interefts «mm
of the community ?—{See § 151.)

XLIV. Does not intereft, after a certain time, create a new
imaginary flock of money or credit-paper ; and does not fecu-
rity for money or credit lent (acceptances) alfo circulate as
a new created flock of money, only with the difference of the
intereft or difcount? And does not al fuch accumulation of
imaginary money caufe a great difproportion to, and difcon-

neflion with, commodities?
XLV. Does not the eafy acquifition of money by intereft,

&c. and the arbitrary difpofal thereof uncontroled by the

community, caule every individual to {eek more after mo-

ney than commodities ?
XLVI Does not the feeking merely for money, give
rife to fpeculation, independent of wants 2

XLVII. Does not fpeculateon-commerce arife from at:fcial

credit 2
XLVIL Does not {peculation and commiffion trade dif-

fer, in as much as the former has money for 1t's end, and the

latter commodsties for the fupply of wants €

XLIX. Should not the raw frodulions of the three natu-
ral kingdoms be chiefly favoured, afterwards memufadfures,
and laftly commerce? Does not the reverfe, however, now
prevail 1a all civilized focieties ?

L. May rot fuch a r¢form of the mature of money as will
make it the means, and commodities the end, be necefha-
ry, previous to all other reforms in old eftablithed focie-
ties?

L1. May not the ewils, chove hinted at, be effctinally exclued
from & New cOLONY, By excluding mprijonment for' deb,
which well check fpeculabion-commerce—and by allowing gold,

filver,
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filver, &c. to circulate freely, by ther weight and flandard—

et and will not the eftablifiment of thefe frmple regulatvons render

Iis imposte
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Schools and

apprentice-

P

commerce fubfervient to manufallures, and both fubfervient to
agriculture—and, in fine, will not the grand objett of the whole

community be the produlion of ufeful and neceffary commods-
ties, and ultimately lead to FREEDOM, PEACE, and HAPPI-
NESS,

CHAP VIIL

HINTS ON THE ESSENTIALS OF A COLONIAL GOVERNMENT.

EDUCATION

143, THE happinefs and flability of every fociety, en-
tirely depends on the virtuous qualities of the
individuals who compofe it ; and, if there be no influx of

ftrangers, the continuation or increafe of the fociety will

depend on the rifing generations, who are fucceffively to
become members of it. The mind receives it's moft per-

manent impre{lions and habits during the period of nonage.
The education of youth, therefore, is a matter of the higheft
ymportance to every {ociety. So very important is it, that,

In my opinion, it ought to form a diftin& department of the
adminiftration of a new colony.

144. For the inftruftion of fuch children, either of the
colonifts, or of the natives, as may fhew marks of genius

and lnchnatlon for literature, 1t will be neceffary to eftablifh
fchools. But, from what 1 have obferved, it appears to me,

that paternal care during childhood, and ftriétly regulated
appentice-
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apprenticethips  afterwards, would be found the moft eli- © ‘I}"*} P,
gible mode of education for thofe who wifh to putfue the \ e
ordinary bufinefs of the colony; and who might receive
fufficient inftruttion, from their parents and mafters, in

reading, writing, arithmetic and the principles of religion,

as Well as in the manual arts which they might choofe to

learn,

145. And, in order to accelerate the civilization of the Colonits
natives, every colonift fhould undertake the education, both {-gye,
with refpect to body and mind, of two negro children, to
be received as apprentices, on certain conditions to be fixed
by law. Thefe apprentices ought, at ftated times, to be ex-
amined before the fuperintendants of education, who fhould
be empowered to fix the time of their coming of age, after

which they are to be entitled to all rights of members of the
community, and to be accountable to the fame, for their
condutt. By fuch means, a {mall number of colonifts
might, within a few years, furnith the community with a
valuable aeceflion of negro members, inftrutted in chriftian.
ity, trained to regular habits and diurnal labour, and who
would foon fpread a tafte for fuch acquirements, and pur.
fuits, among their countrymen.

146, It were allo to be wifhed, that a fchool for the na- Schools and
tives of Africa were eretted in fome fertile part of Eu- %Lngﬁi
rope, where the cultivation of raw materials is more pur- mpji‘;‘
fued than manufattures and commerce. To fuch fchool
negro children might be fentto be trained up, till a cer-
tain age for an attive, focial life, and returned to the colo-
ny, when their elementary inftruttion may have prepared
them for fuch apprenticefhips, as have been juft mentioned.

Along with the theory of religion, they (hould be taught
the prattice of it, in order to form them for union with

O their
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their Creator, and harmony with fociety.—All their exer-
cifes, bodily and mental, fhould be diretted to focial and
religious ufes. Thus their underflandings would be gradu-
ally opened; praltice would follow theory, and ation
{pring from inftruction. In fhort, it appears to me, that the
children fhould be taught, not only the general principles,
but the aflual praflice, of cultivating land, making bricks,
building houfes, and of the molt common ana neceffary
trades, fuch as thofe of taylors, blackfmiths, &c*. Sucha
courfe would tend much more to form their minds for ufe-
ful, focial purpoles, and for {preading civilization in their
own country, than the moft refined literary accomplifh-
ments, Not that I would with book-learning to be ex-
cluded from this plan; but, unlels the pupil manifeft un-
common talents, and an earneft defire for purfuing {cience
or literature, I would certainly confine him to reading;
writing and common arithmetic. :

147. The defire of the Africans to have their children
educated in Europe, appears from their voluntarily fending
them over for that purpofe. There are generally from fifty
to feventy of thefe children at {chool in Liverpool, befides
thofe who come to London and Briftol, ¢ to learn fenfe and

* In the commercial academy of Hamburgh, which I have vifited, and -which 1s
now condufled by the very able Profeflors Bufh and Ebeling, the mofl effential
mechanical arts are 1aught, both in theory and praflice; and that academy, mutatis
mutandis, offcrs an excellent model for {uch a one as I recommend.—Forfler la.
ments that O"Mai, a naiive of O'Taheitee, though he fpent near two years among
the fafhionable circlesin London, was not taught the ufe even of the moll effential
mechanical implements, Being unable, therefore, to be ufeful to his countrymen,
it was fit that he thould be furnifhed with the means of amufing them; and he ac.
cordingly carried out a portable organ, an eletrical machine, a coat of mail and 2
fuit of armour!—His countryman, Aotourou, whom M. de Bougainville brought

to France, died there, after receiving an education equally infignificant!—Forfier's
Voyage, Preface. |

get
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get a good head,” as they exprefs it. After receiving a CH A P.

VIIL
common Ichool education, they return to Africa, where (____
they endeavour to drefs and live in the European manner ;

and they value themfelves much, and are refpeled by
their countrymen, on account of their European educas

tion*. Many African children were formerly fent to
France for the fame purpofe.

RELIGION.

148. At a time, when fuch differences of opinion prevail
among all ranks of people, in civilized nations, in confe-
quence of their unfettled notions concerning God; it might
be efteemed preflumptuous in me to offer any opinion of
my own on this momentous {ubjet.

14q. I fhall therefore content mylfelf with mentioning Agicsn icea
what 1 have been able, with my utmoft afliduity, to colleét *“**
of the opinion of the Africans on this fubjet. They be-
lieve fimply that there exifls one God, the Creator and Pre-
ferver of all things; and, in order to fix their ideas, they
think on God, in fome form or other; tor, to believe in any
thing without form, they feem to think is to believe in ne-
thing. Yet, although fome of them appear to confider the
fun as the emblem of God, for they turn their faces

towards it when praying, they feem all to believe, that God
muft be a man, or in human form; as they cannot think of

any more perfet or refpettable form to compare him with,
How ealy would 1t be to bring a people already predifpol-
ed, by their natural difpofitions and principles, to receive
chriftianity, the bafis of which is a confidence in one God,

* Privy Council's Report, part 1. detached pieces of evidence N, 4.1 re.
ceived a fimilar account, by letier, from the late Mr. R, Norris of Liverpool.,

02 and
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and that this God is manifefied in the perfon of Jefus
Chnit ? -

150. All that I can venture to offer on this head, to the
confideration of the founders and directors of any new co-
lony, is diligently to look out for the moft allive, {ocial and
virtuous perfons, as the firlt colonifts; taking care to pro-
mote early and regular marriages as the very foundation of
all focial order. For experience fhews, that the irregular:-
ties, which neceffarily refult from a celibacy, are the pri-
mary caufes of moft of thofe diforders which too frequent-
ly convulfe civil focieties,—The reft fhould be left to the
Providence of the Lord, who is the only fearcher of hearts;
allowing, with a generous toleration, the colonifts to fettle
this very delicate matter among themfelves, free from all ex-
ternal reftraint or impofition from any one quarter whatfo-

CVCI,
EMPLOYMENTS.

151, It is a trite obfervation, that “ people who have no-
thing to do, will do milchief.” To prevent idlenefs, there-
fore, is to prevent vice, which may be much more eafily ex-
cluded from an infant fociety, than eradicated fram an old
one, where 1t has already taken root and borne 1t's pefti-
ferous fruits. For this grand purpofe, I can think of no
means likely to be fo effetual as the formation of a diftinét
department, in the government of direQion, which fhall
have for it’s object, the fludy of the charatters and inclina-
tions of the youth, with a view to ther inftruétion in occy-
pations neceflary in the colony. It fhould alfe be the bufi-
nefs of the fame board, to provide employment for grown
perfons, male and female, the frequent want of which, in
moft countries 1n Europe, gives rife to many, or moft, of

thofe vices and crimes which infeft fociety, Thus the ob-
Ject
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je&t for this deparhmcnt 1n the government fhould be em. € H A P.

ployment for men, for uiomien and for children, : vill. ,

CONTRACTS AND LAWS.

152, All focial harmony depends on a firi& and faithful
obfervance of contra&a which form the true bafis of all
Jaws.

158 The contratt bem:cn married partners, is the firft Marisge
and moft important, in the orderof nature. Marriage is the ™™
primary feminary of the individuals, or component parts,
of fociety, of which the contraQ is the elementary bond;
and it ought to be held facred accardingly. Conjugal fi-
delity, which 1s ever accompanied with a parental: care of
children, is much more intimately conneted with focial fe-
licity, than many perfons in this depraved age appear to
believe. Yet it feems to be fufficiently evident, that the
man who violates conjugal and family contraéts, will not ea-
fily be brought to pérform focial contralls. If he difre-
gard the firong and natural obligations of hufband and fa-
ther, the weaker and mare artificial bonds of fociety will

fcarcely be able to reftrain hlm mﬁun the lumts prefcribed
by it’s laws,

154. The next fpecies of contra&s is that which takes Social ¢ore
place between individuals not natuirally related, as between "

mafter -and fcrvant, mafter and appmntmc, nmploycrand
employed, buyer and feller, &, . , ot

155. In order to promote the tranqlullu‘y and mcrmfbnf Civil con-
a new colony, the relation between the focjety at large and
it's governors (that is the diretors, chofen by the colonifts
and fubfcribers) ought, in every particular, to be:fixed and
defined by exprefs contrafl, Nothing ought to-be'left 0
the implied comfent of the governed, or ta the mere will, ar

dif-
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C S " difcretionary power of the governors; for it is caly to fee,

v—~— that a loofe and indeterminate relation would foon give rife

to mutual uneafinels and jealoufy. To dwell on this im-

portant {ubject, at the prefent juntture, may be a matter of

fome delicacy. But as our objett 1s nothing lefs than the

felicity of, perhaps, whole communities, I venture to fub-

mit to the confideration of perfons, difpofed to think deep-

ly on this point, a hint which may be found calculated to

preferve in a new colony, that equilibrium between gover-

nors and people which feems now to be declining in fome

civilized communties, and in others to be entirely deftroy-

ed—The hint is this: to lay into the {cale of the governors

Polcal - (viz. the court of direCtors) the ricuTs of propofing and ex-

" ecuting; and into the fcale of the people, the ricuTS of de-

liberating upon and determining, every matter propofed.

Propofitions might alfo originate with individuals; but,

come from whom/{oever they may, they fhould be fully and

publicly canvafled, before they are fubmitted, by the di-

re€tors, or colonial governors, to the {ubfcribers and co-

lomifts. Propofitions, however, fhould always come be-

fore a general meeting, through the organ of the direttors

who will be beft able to place them in a true light, to judge

of their general tendency, and of their application to local

circumftances, of which the government alone has the

means of being extenfively informed. The governors (or

diretlors) neverthelefs, thould not have the right of con-

cealing any propofitions from the fubfcribers and colo-

nifts, or their proxies, to whom the right of ultimately
rejecting or approving them ought to belong.

Laws found- 156. All order among men in fociety depends entirely

mty,  upon laws ‘wifely formed, and duly executed, and legifla-

tion, as we have juft feen, is primarily founded on con-
tradts.
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tratts,. Without laws fo framed and executed, no compre. C I’Ju’i P.
henfive defign can be promoted or accomph[hcd nor canthe v
community exert that united ftrength which it's fubfiftence
and fecurity indifpenfably require, Nothing therefore can be
more important than due focial fubordination, which de-
pends effentially on the form and organization of it's inter-
nal order, and the prompt, impartial and exemplary execu-
tion of the laws. Without this, a fociety (if it would de-
ferve the name) would be nothing but a chaos of difcordant
elements, and deftruftive paflions. But in the fame propor-
tion as vices are prevented or reftrained, and evil habits cor-
refted or eradicated, by wholefome laws, the civilization p
and improvement of the people are promoted, and the de-
fign of the focial union fecured. |

157. All laws may be reduced to the following claffes, Law.
viz. judicial, political and @conomical.

158. (1.) Judicial. A community without laws of juftice, Judicial
may be compared to the body of a man without a head; that
is, to fomething fo monfiroufly and unnaturally defettive,
that it’s exiftence would imply a contradi@lion. Aiccording-
ly no nation, which 1s more or lefs civilized, is deflitute of

diftin& ideas concerning god and evil; hdwever thofe ideas
may be limited and diverfified. Nor does there exift any
fuch nation which does not endcavour to encourage the free
courft of moral and focial good, and to prevent or eradicate
the 0ppoﬁte evils; and this in a greater or lefs conformiity
to the laws of the decalogue, which is the moft ancientand
univerfal code, *

159. (2.) Political, or laws of police.-Every community is Pokiical
compoled of individuals in greater or fmaller numbers, and
diftributed into different clafles or orders, all of which
muft, each in his proper fphere, co-operate with the reft, in

order



100

CHAPD

VIIL,
ey

(FEconomi-
cal.

External
worfhip,

HINTS ON THE ESSENTIALS

order to give firength, confiftency and regularity to the
whole. For a community without political laws, 13 like a
head without a body, or like fome heterogeneous being,
that pofleffes neither form nor order. |

160. (3.} Economical. Thele refemble a man's cloaths,
for, like them, they may not only be changed, to adapt
them to new circumftances; but a fociety without them is
like a naked man, expoled to every incleméncy of the
weather.——I need therefore fcarcely to add, that a de-
partment for the execution of contralls and laws fhould
be eftablifhed in the government or direction. -

EXTERNAL WORSHIP

161. If chnifhianity is to be promoted and encouraged, in
a new colony, 1t feems indifpenfably neceflary that the or-
der which charalterizes this divine religion fhould be ob-
ferved, in 1t’s outward forms or rites. This order may be
reduced to the three following primary articles of external

worlhip, under which all the more minute parts may be
comprifed.

1. Baptyfm, or the firft ceremony of introduction into a
chrifian community, ordained by the great Inftitutor of
chnftianity himfelf,

II. Confirmation, a ceremony performed when a perfon
comes of age, and 1s thenceforth to be anfwerable, for his
own condutt and attions, to the community,

I1I. The noly fupper, an ordinance of the greateft import-
ance, on the right and fincere ufe of which depends entirely
the union of every individual with his Creator.

HEALTU,
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CHAPL

VIIL.
HEALTH. e e

162, If what has been remarked on the fubje® of health Helh.
(in Chap. V1.) has had due weight with the reader, he will
fee the neceflity of infhituting adiftin& department, in the

government or direction, to {uperintend it. This depart-
ment will have under their infpettion,

1. The praflice of medicine, in curing internal difeafes ; and,
as this 15 connefted with the mental, as well as the cor-

poreal, powers of man, it includes alfo phyfiology and the
kindred fciences.

1L The praftice of furgery, for the external, or the merely
mechanical derangements of the human fyftem. 1t may in-
clude midwifery and it's fifter arts.

111, The prallice of pharmacy, for the preparation of drugs
and medicines.

CULTIVATION.
163. In addition to what has been remarked on cultiva- Calivation

tion (§ 131 ¢f feq.) 1t does not feem neceffary to add more ot
than that there ought to be in the direction, a department

for promoting, in a fyftematic, ceconomical and fcientific
manner, the prodution of raw materials,

1. Of the ammal kingdom,
1. Of the vegetable kingdom,
1L Of the mineral kingdom.

MANUFACTURESW.

164. It is needlefs to exhauft time in thowing that, 1n calonil
every conceivable mode of civilized life, the manufattures manfac
[ubfervient to food, cloathing, lodging and domeftic accom- escourage.
modation, are abfolutely neceffary.—Thole articles muft

either be procured from abroad, or fabricated at home,
P The
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The former mode of {fupply encourages external commerce,

\my= the latter internal induftry. Commerce fhould nife out of,

Commerce.

or follow, internal induftry; but fhould never be {uffered to
precede it, as it would do, if reforted to for articles which
a country has hands enough to fabricate.—Befides, external
commerce tends to mjure, and internal induftry, properly
regulated, to promote morality and civilization. In every
African colony, therefore, all the hands that can be {pared
from cultivation, fhould be employed in the arts neceffary
to prepare apparel, buildings, furniture, tools and fuch arti-
cles of food as require fome artificial procefs. The natives,
whom I always {uppofe mixed with the colonifts, will thus
not only be excited to ufe articles manufactured in the
European manner, but will be taught to fabricate them with
their own hands ; and, having the paths of honeft induftry
opened to them, will no longer depend, as too many of
them have hitherto done, on a pernicious trafhic, for a pre-
carious {upply of foreign goods, baubles and trafh. In
fhort, next to agriculture, their tafte for, and employment
in, ufeful manufaltures will be the moft effe@ual means
of promoting their ctvilization. (See § 36, 37.) It feems ne-
ceflary, therefore, that there fhould be a department, in the
government or direction, to fuperintend and infpeét the ma-
nufatures, to deliberate on the introduttion of new ones,
and to encourage, by rewards, or otherwife, thofe which

they may deem 1t expedient to eftablifh,

COMMERCE,

165. Thisarticle, like feveral of the preceding, has been
pretty largely treated of in Chap. VIL (fee § 113, et feq.)
whence may be feen the neceflity of infhtuting a diftinG®

department in the direétion to promote,
I, The
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I, The internal, or colonial, trade.

I The exportation commeree,

1. The :mportation commerce ;
to promote them, I mean, n {uch a manner, that furplus
produce may be taken off by exportation, without inter-
fering with the neceflary and ample fupply of the colony.
By promoting, however, I do not mean any thing like an
exclufive furrender of the colonial commerce into the hands
of the diretors; but only that they fhould watch over, or,
as the name of their office imports, direéf the general courfe
of commerce to the general good, leaving to individuals the

full, free and open exercife of all /egal, commercial pur-
fuits,

DEFENCE

166. On the internal polity and external defence of a
new colony, I have beltowed much thought; and, on the
whole, the ancient Enghifh fyftem of frankpledge appears
to me to be the beft calculated to fecure both thefe ob-
Je€ls*.

167. In this, as in many other particulars, I fo entirely
apree with the Right Hon. Paul le Mefurier, the prefent
worthy and fpirited Lord Mayor of London, that I hope
he will pardon me for taking the liberty to infert an extra&
from a few hatty, but judicious remarks, with which he was
pleafed to honour me.—“ The common law and polity of

England,” fays his lordfhip, “ being founded on the {yftem
offr ankpledge, will naturally form the bafis of the internal

* This fyflem is explained at large in * An account of the conftitutional En.

glith polity of congregational courts,” ke, by the excellent Granville Sharp, Efg.
who has applied it 1o the cafe of a new colony, in his * Short fketch of temporary
regulations for Sierra Leoria.”

Pe govern-
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government of the colony.—It may be divided into diftrilts,
each to contain, as near as can be, 50,000 acres, or 100 grand
Jots, and be fubdivided into tythings of sooo acres, or 10
grand lots each.” Every diftriét to have one head conftable,
and every tything, one petty conftable, or tything man,
who thould have power to call the tything together, on eve-
ry emergency —The head conflable to be captain of the

militia in his diftri&, and to nominate fuch of the tything
men under him, as he fhould chufe for officers.—Every
proprietor, or proprietors, of 500 acres to furnifh one man
for the militia, whereby there would, in every diftné, be
100 militia; and the civil police there would confift of one
head, and ten petty, conftables.—The tything man to be
elected annually in each tything; but the head conftable to
be named annually by the prefident and council, to be pof-
fefled at leaft of 500 acres, and to be refponfible, to the pre-

fident and council, for the fafety and peace of the diftnt;
as the tything men would be refponfible to him, for that of

their refpe@ive tythings.—In parts of the colony diftant

from the feat of government, it may be proper for the pre-
fident and council to name a chief, who might have the

power of a juftice of peace, and be alfo at the head of the
militia of the feveral diftricts under his nfpetion; and
where his command was extenfive, he fhould be affifted by
proper perfons to collect the taxes, if any, fuperintend the
public works, and {ee that the orders of government were
duly executed, &c. The chief and his afliffants to have
fome falary ; but the head conftable, tything men, &c. to
ferve without falary.”

168, «“ Wherever there fhall be towns eftablifhed, that
contain 500 or more males, above the age of hfteen, every
fuch town to be confidered as a diftniét in itfelf, wherein

every
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every ten families fhall conftitute a tything, and fhall an-. € glﬁ P.
nually chufe a tything man who fhall a&t as conftable; and,

from among the tything men {o chofen, the preﬁdent and
council fhall annually nominate a mayor and three alder-
men, who fhall prefide over the town, and take charge of
the police for-the year.—Each family, in every town, fhall
alfo be obliged to find a man for the militia; and they fhall
be enrolled and exercifed under fuch perfons, from among
their own town{men, as the prefident. and council fhall an-

nually appoint, who, as well as the mayor and aldermen,
hall ferve without falary, fee or reward.”

16g. To thefe valuable hints from his lordfhip, I have
only to add, that the defence of the colony ought to be
committed to a diftin(t department of the government or
direction, in order to protet the colony from hoftile attacks
by land, by fea or by noxious animals,

FINANCES.

170. Many may think that in a colony or community,
where the public good is the intereft of every individual,
public treafury would not be a material confideration.
But when the necefhity of the three following inftitutions is
confidered, 1t will foon be found, not only that the raifing
of colonial finances will come to be unavoidable, but alfo
that a board of the direction muft be eftablifhed for apply-
ing them to thefe neceflary ufes, viz.

I. Public charities, fuch as public inftitutions for orphan
children, for all ufeful perfons after the age of fixty, or
when they become incapable of labour; for hofpitals, &c.

II. Public works ufeful, ornamental and recreative, fuch as
public buildings, highways, bridges, harbours, gardens, &c.

1.
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11, Public defence, fuch'as fortifications, arms, ammuni-
tion, &c.

POLITICAL ARRANGEMENTS.

171. Comprizing alfo foreign affairs. This is placed the
laft of all public funétions, becaufe 1t 1s the link by which
every individual within a colony, and every colony with it’s
mother country, neighbours, and other countries, are con-
nefted together in relations whofe bafis is, or ought to be,
mutual friendfhip and afliftance. The order which con-
nefts individuals in fociety is called police and polity; and
that which connects nations and colonies, politics. Both are
equally neceflary, and require fpecific departments in the
direction ; the two former, namely police and polsty, are re-
ferred to the 4th department in the 1ft clafs, § 179; the
fuctions of the laft, or politics, may be referred to the three
following objects.

I. The political balance, between the colonifts, or fub-
{cribers, and the direttion, or the government, both in the
colony, and in Europe. |

II. The political balance, between the colonial eftablifh-
ment, and other mercantile companies, or colonies, in Eu-
rope, or ellewhere.

III. The political balance, between the colomal efta-
blithment, and the neighbouring African nations, which re-
quire a different mode of intercourfe and treatment, as be.
ing unctvilized.

CHAP
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CHAP IX

SPECIFIC PROPOSITIONS APPLIED TO THE CASE OF A NEW COLONY,

—S1 quid novifti reius iflis,

Candidus imperti; finon, his utere mecum.  HoR. DE ART, PoET.
172. JN the feventh chapter, I have made fuch obferva-
tions as appeared to me ufeful and expedient, for

the firft eftablithment of a new colony in Africa; and in the
eighth, I have delivered my opinion refpecting fome of the
permanent regulations. Still fome of my readers may per-
haps expe&t a more fpecific and prattical plan than what I
have yet propofed; for moft men are much affifted in com-
prehending and deciding upon a fubjett, by having it re-
duced to fomething like a fyftem. It hath been well ob-
ferved, by Dr. Watts, that method and fyftem, though late-
ly too much negletted, are neverthelefs excellent auxilliaries
to the mind, in forming an adequate idea of any fubject that
comprifes many mitually dependent parts. And, if there
be*any fubject in which fyftem is pecultarly neceflary, the
fcience of government is certainly that fubje@. To gratify
(therefore the lovers of order) I infert, with a few neceffary
alterations, the following Propofitions, which I had the ho-
nour to lay before the fublcribers to the Bulama Aflocia-
tion, for their confideration, at a meeting held on the 2gth of

April 1704.
PROPOSITION I

173. That thole who may be difpofed to fubfcribe to
fuch an undertaking, form themfelves into a company

FOR
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FOR CULTIVATING AND RAISING

TROPICAL PRODUCTIONS

on the weftern coaft of Africa, between the 6th and the 14th
degrees of north latitude ®.

174. That fuch company felect from among themlelves a
court of direftors to manage the whole concern; to fell
land; to engage colonlts; to receive money or commodities;
to pay money, and difpofe of commodities; to appoint their
own officers and agents, both in Europe and 1n the colony;
to fend out veflels, to trade wherever it may be found be-
neficial for the whole concern, &c. and to lay a proper and

fatisfattory account of their proceedings, before a general
meeting of the fubfcribers, every year.
175. The direttors of this court ought to confift of two

clafles.—The firft clafs thould have the care of the cultiva-
tion of the people, or the introduttion of morals and civiliz-

* My reafons for felefling this part of the coaft, for the {ubjeét of my book and
map are—1ft, That it 1s much nearer to Europe than any equally produétive por-
tion of the coaft.—adly, That owing to the trade-wind and currents, as well as the
{maller diftance, voyages to and from this part, can be performed fooner than to
parts lower down, and incomparably fooner than to any ifland in the Weft Indies
(fee § 6, note}—gdly, That the harbours are better on this part, than any known
harbours on the Weflern coafl of Africa.—4thly, That this part of the coall is more
festile than any part convenient for European navigation, and particularly than the
tralt of coaft immediately to the northward of it.—gthly, That the inhabitants aps
pear, upon the whole, to be more difpofed to peace and induflry, than on any other
portion of the coaft.—6thly, That very littie of this portion of the coaft 15 occupi-
ed, or claimed, by European powers.—7thly, That this part is lefs infefled by the
flave-trade, than any other portion of the coalt, where that traflic is at all carried
on.—8thly, That, on account of navigable rivers and the good difpofition of the

the inland people, the interior countries are more eafily acceflible, from this part of
the coaft than almoft any other.

ation,
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ation, together with every thing that regards moral order CH A P.

and regulations,~The fecond clafs fhould have the care of u.-u:-.a

the cultivation of the foil of the colony, or the raifing of
produttions, it's management, and the difpofal thereof.

176. If fix diretors were eftablithed for each clafs, the
bufinefs being more {yftematically divided, would be more
ealily managed. Each direCtor fhould be placed at the
head of his particular department, and become anfwerable
to the whole court of direftors, as the whole court of direét-
ors fhould be refponfible to the fubfcribers and the colonifts
at every general meeting.

177. By this mode of arranging the bufinefs, it will be-
come neceffary to have a general meeting, of the whole
court, only once a quarter. Each clafs might meet once a
month, and every diretor, as the head of his particular de-
partmect, might manage the bufinefs in fuch a manner as
may beft fuit his convenience.

178. It feems to be the indifpenfable duty of every di-
reCtor, not to rejelt any petitions, or propofitions, that may
be prefented to him, but to lay the fame before the meeting
of his clafs, with us own opinion thereon: and all fuch pe»
titions or propofitions, prefented before that clafs to which
they belong, fhould be included in a report to the next
quarterly meeting of a general court of directors, who are
to decide upon the fame, and which court thould dirett that
all fuch papers thould be properly digefted and entered in

the general reports, which every year fhould be laid before
the {ubfcribers. ’

0 DIVISION
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cRAR THE FIRST CLASS, -
which regards the cultivation, civilization and order of the

S ]
people, and their prefervation in the colony and 1t's de-
pendencies. This Clals may be divided into the two fol-
lowing divifions, and each of thefe into three departments.

. . . FIRST DIVISION.
(1. For promoting regular marriages in the colony, 'as the
foundation of all focial order and true religion.

This head depart. includes three kinds of duties.

t, The adjuftment of differences between married partners. See
2, The promoting and encouraging the marriageof young men. 150,
3. The promoting and encouraging the martiage of young women. ) 163.

2. For promoting education and mflruéfion, which 1s_the
fecond objeét of importance, and without which
Premotive no civilization can take place. This department
with refped} includes al{o three duties, viz.
to marals. t. The preparatory or family educat. of children under 10 years. 7 See §
[z. The education of boys, feparately, above ten years of age. } L4d,
3. The education of gitls, ieparately, above ten years of age, Of 7
9. For promoting ufeful occupations or empioyments in the
colony. This is of eflential confequence, next to
the two before mentioned, in order that the colo-
ny may flourifh. The objetts for this depart. are,
t. Children,
2. Men. } Sec § 151,
1. Womea,
'SECOND DIVISION,
1, The executive department of the laws, viz.
t. The laws of juftice. ;
{:. The laws of potice, and polity, (fee § 166.) }5“ §ﬁf5 b
3. The (Economical Jaws. I
2. The executive department for the performance of the
. healing art, as comprehending
Executive .
with e 1. The Medical,
10 order 2. The Surgical. See § 162.
) 3. The Pharmaceutical.

*

3. The executive department for the performance of exter-
nal worfhip, particularly in the three effential ordi-

nances, viz.

1. Baptifm,
{z. Confirmation Sec § 161.
3. The holy fupper.
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| THE SECOND CLASS, CHAP.
which regards the cultivation of the foil and the preferva- X

tion of the colony. This Clals, like that on the oppofite
fide, may be divided into the two following divifions, and

each of thefe into three departments,

~ FIRST DIVISION, o
1. For promoting the produciion of raw materials in the co-
lony from the three natural kingdoms, viz.

1. Animal,
2. Vegetable, } See § 163.

3 . M inﬂ'al.

2. For promoting the nternal trade and manufaélures of the
colony, or the formation and the employment of
— the before mentioned raw produttions for, the

vith refedt 4 immediate ufe of the colony, reducible to

to praftical 1. Food,
art, {:. Cloathing, } Sce § 164,
3. Building.

3. For promoting the commerce of the whole colony, viz.
{l . Theit interior or colonsal trade, |

2. The trade of exporuation, } See § 163,
3. The trade of importation, ,

——

i _ SECOND DIVISION.
1. The executive department for the defence of the colony

‘when.attacked
e Qb
3. By ferocions animals, /4. h

2. The executive department of colonial finances for defray-

| ing the expences of
b 1. Public charities ‘
{ 2. Public works } See § 170,
'3+ Public defence

9. The executive department for all thofe poiitrcal ~aﬁhir§,

whereby the colony muft maintain 1ts connection
{I. With 1ts government or diretion, .

2, With othcr companics or colonics, ] Seefaqr,
3« With it's ncighbouring African nations,
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PROPOSITION I

"180. That the fubfcribers do agree to fell, or in the moft
advantageous manner, to difpofe of, all the land which they
have purchafed, or may purchale in Africa, upon fuch con-
ditions, and to fuch perfons, as the court of direGors fhall
approve of, as moral, good and ufeful colomfls, and who
fimll chufe to go out to fettle, and to cultivate their pur-

chafed land within a certain limited time *.
181,

* This is nothing more than what took place in the iflands of Grenada, Domi-

nica, $t. Vincent and Tobago ceded to Great Britam, in 1768. 1n thofe iflands
174,000 acves of kndl were fold by commffioners, authorized by the government,
for £ 680,000 flerling, or £y : 11 : § per acre, being thirty times the price which
the landy at Bulama have coft the fubfcribers: yet the purchafers in the ceded
iflands were bound, under a heavy penalty, to clear and caitivate, at leaft one acre
In twenty, every year, till one half of the land they held was brought into cultiva
tion. (See the evidence of Mr, Campbell and Mr. Greig in Minutes of Evidence
before the Houfe of Comruons in 17go, p. 166 and 21,)—Cultivation proceed-
ed flowly in Antigua, till the colonial legiflature of that iland latd a tax of five
fhillings per acre, on all manurable lands that fhould not forthwith be opened and
cultivated, The effeft was that every man exerted himfelf to the utmoft, or fold
fuch land as he could not cultivate; and thus, in a fhort time, all the manurable
lands in the ifland were bearing canes, cotton or other produce. (See Long’s Hif-
tory of Jamaica, Vol.1. p. 409.)—In fhort, bad roads, fcarcity of provifions, the ob-
firuftion of population, and the detriment of heakth, and inability or difficulty of

defence, are the certain confequences of fuffering parchafed lands to lie unculti-

vated in a colony, efpecially an infant colony, For an account of the evils Jamaicn
has laboured under, from this caufe, fee Long, vol. 1. p. 2Bg, 405 ¢ frg. 508.—Sen
alfo Douglas's Hiftory of New England, Polilethwayt's Com, Diflionary, Art,
“ Colonics” and “ Peraguey.”~—Realons for efablifhing the colony of Georgia,
P. 15, 29, and Smith’s Wealth of Nations, Ve, 1. p, 370,

I know not whether I ought tomention that the ifland of Barbadoes, Antigua and
fomeothers, though they have beenrendered incomparably healthierbybeing cleared,
yet, rving few or no trees to attrat the clouds, have rot fuch plentiful and regular
rmas w4 formerly, and fuffer much inconvenience from the want of timber, Cer-
tain portions of the ceded iflands have, therefore, been referved in wood. Whether

this' cohdu® will be imitated o not io Africa, is not for me to determine, If it
| were,
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181. That the firlt fubfcribers may have it in their op. C H A P.

: 1X.
tion, however, to go themlelves to the colony, and to fettle «mems

as colonifls, and then to be fubje& to the fame conditions
and terms as the other fettlers; namely, to oblige themfelves
to cultivate their purchaled land within a certain limited
time, at the expiration of which the land remaining uncul-
tivated, whether belonging to fettlers, or to {ubfcribers who

are not fettlers, thall be forfeited and difpofed of by the
court of direttors®,

PROPOSITION I

182, That a colonit, his heirs, or executors may have
cqual rights, in every refpe@, with a £6o fubfcriber, as foon
as he has brought nto a cultivated {tate, within any fpace
of time, not exceeding three years, thirty-fix acres of land ;
and that of a £60 fublcriber, who fhall go out to the colo-

ny, and like the colonifls, cultivate his land, fhall enjoy the
benefit of a double fublcription, or that of two fubfcribers

rights, in proportion to every thirty fix acres of ground cul-
tivated by hum,

PROPOSITION IV,

183, That in confequence of the third propofition, there
ought to be a court of dueltors in the colony, fimilar to

were, I would not helitate, to pronounce that the woods thould be facrificed to
health ; efpecially as all kinds of provifions and the fmaller produce Rill thrive
very well in the drier iflands.—But they are not fo proper for fugar-canes.

* Toarefide in one part of the world, and to cultivate land in another, will never
promote a colonial intereft, as fuch cultivation muft evidently be by agents or ma-
nagers, who will not have an intereft in the profperity of the colony, like fettled
colonifts, or thole who fuperintend their own bulinefs on the fpot; and the former
cale, it is more than probable, would, fooner or later, endin tyranny and flave-flog-
ging, to the total diffolution of all colonial order and (os2al virtue,

that
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that in Europe, the two courts having a combined intereft

v~ with each other. That thefe two courts, or divifions of the

company, thus alting in perfe&t harmony or union, one 1n
Europe, and the other in the colony, fhould be fo arrang-
ed, that the former may have the general adminiftration of
every thing that regards the delsberation upon, and regula-
tion of, the general affasrs ; and that the latter may have the
fuperintendance or direction of fuch local adminiftration of
the affairs as may regard the aflive, praflical or executive pro-
vince in the colony. That only half the diretors, both
Europe, and in the colony, fhould go out at every new elec-
tion, in order that the court may always be provided with

perfons properly acquainted with the:affairs of the colony.

PROPOSITION V.

184. That after the firft eleQion of direors, or after two
years, none fhould be elefted but thofe who have at leait
once vifited the colony, in order that the directors may be
properly qualified, by their knowledge of the local fituation

and practtical flate of the colony, to manage the direction n-

Europe*.
PROPOSITION VI

185, All kinds of oaths to be abolifhed, from the very be-

* Thofe who objeft to the fhare the colomils will, on this plan, have in the
direfion, will do well to confider, that the prefent Britifh colontes in the Wefl In.
dies lay their own faxes, and make their own internal laws, which can be foverfed
by no authonity inferior to that of the King in Council, and that onfy when they
are repugnant to the laws and conflitution of Great Britain.—The Jate Britifh co-
lonies in North America enjoyed the fame privileges.—Abfentees from the Britifh
fugar 1flands have no vote in the colonial legiflatures, and thofe from Jamaica are
additionally obliged, by a law of thatifland, to pay their “attornies,” or fallors, fix
per cent. of the value of the produce of their ellates, which operates as a heavy tax
on them for deferting their civil and muhtary duties in the-Ifland, See Long’s

Hiftory of Jamaica, Vol, I. p. 987, &c.
ginning
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ginning of the colony, as they donot feemto be neceffary, © Hle P.
when matters are arranged-and managed in fuch an equili- s
brium, that there.are checks upon every: altion and. proceed-
ing, both of the court of du‘e&ors and of the iphabitants of

the colony *.

PROPOSITION VL

186. That commerce may be iree, as well that of the com-
pany, carried on by the court of directors, as that of the co-
lonifts; fo that, on either fide, there may bean equal right of

trade. Any perfon who fhould be found to deal in flaves,
to be expelled immediately from the colony.

PROPOSITION /Il

187. That new fubfcriptions to the Bulama undertaking
may be opened upon the fame plan as the former, viz. at
[6o per 500 acres, in order to avoid unequal fhares, and
that another expedition may be undertaken, as foon as the
advanced flate of their fubfcriptions, and of the neceflary

preliminaries, confpire with the feafon to render the fame
advifeable,

* 1 have been credibly informed, that there are, in London and Weftmin{ler
above 90,000 lawyers, attornies, and pettifoggers. And I have been led, by my
enquiries, to full conviétion, that a great proportion of them is maintained in confe-
quence of abuled oaths. But this is not all : moft people muft have heard of the
praflice of Jew. bail and the trade of affidavit-men ; and the farce of cuftom-houfe
caths is not lefs ridiculous than it is ﬂinckmg Mr. Locke and cther greatmen, here
and elfewhere, have lamented the multlphc:ty of oaths required by the laws of mokt
nations ; .but hitherto, it would feem, too much in vain. Sure I am, that, among
honeft men, they are unneceﬂ'ary, and that rogues regard them as an empty form,
Why then introduce_into an infant community, a pratice which long experience
has proved to be unnecelfaty or futile P—But, if gaths are to be adminiflered, none
but men of known integrity thould be allowed to make that facred appeal.

188. It
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188. It fhould be propofed that fuch perfons as are will.
ing to [ubfcribe, may do it either in commodities or money,
at their option; for I have met with many perfons who
would gladly have f{ubfcribed in goods; but who could
not {pare the money from their bufinefs. Subfcriptions
fhould therefore be opened in fuch commodities as are
likely to be hereafter the produce of the new colony; fuch
as fugar, cotton, coffee, indigo, tobacco, rice &c. and the
court of direCtors immediately to take charge of the fale of
thefe articles, at the moft advantageous price for the compa-
ny. And in order that thofe who fubfcribe in commodities
may not obtain more favourable conditions than others, the
price of the commodities may be fixed at 2 par between the
buying and felling price, to which ten per cent. fhould be
added, as a compenfation for the nfk and trouble of the
court in the difpofal of them; the company to receive all
the benefit, or fuftain all the lofs, that may arife from the fale
of them.  Suppofe that 2400lb. of mufcovado fugar is pur-
chafed at 5d. a pound, and fold at 7d.—then 6d. a pound
would be the average price, and would make out exaiily
£60. which is the price of a fhare of 500 acres; but as it
would be an additional trouble to the court to convert thefe
2400lb. of mulcovado fugar into ready money, there fhould
be added 10 per cent, confequently to pay a fhare of 500
acres of land, according to 6o per fhare, with fugar inftead

of money, it would be firft — 24001b.
and 10 per cent, additional — g401b,
—
2640lb.

of fugar to be paid into the company’s florehoufe for a
fhare of 500 acres;—the fame plan to be followed, with re-
fpett to all other goods.

PRO-
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PROPOSITION IX

189. That every aflociation for forming colonies in Affri.
ca, ought to att connefledly and in harmony with the Sier-
ra Leona company, and every fimilar eftablifhment; fo
combining their interefts, that every refolution, taken in the
general court of directors of any one company, fhould be
generoufly communicated to the others; and, when a gene-
ral clettion is held, and new refolutions taken into confider-

ation, that two of the Direttors of every fuch company
fhould be invited to be prefent.

PROPOSITION X

190. That no other currency be introduced, from the
commencement of the colony, but that recommended in the
judicious plan of that friend of mankind, Granville Sharp,
Efq. founded on labour*, which will tend to create and

encourage an activity for raifing ufeful produttions, better
than any other method. This plan, it is evident, may be

adapted, or made applicable, to all the pecuniary tranfa&ions
that can take place n the largeft community.—If gold and
filver fhould be ever introduced, they fhould never appear

in the form of any coin; but fhould circulate according to
their weight and intrinfic flandard.—See § 142, Query LI

PROPOSITION XL

191. In order compleatly to fecure focial virtue and or-
der in the colony, the ancient and venerable Englifh {fyftem

* See * Sketch of temporary regulations for Sierra Leona,” where the worthy
author recommends day-labour; but I prefer pisce-wer which in all, or in moft,
cafes, may be as calily accommodated to the intended purpole as day-labeur,

R of

117

CHALP
1X.
s pome/



118

CHAWPR
IX.

WA

. SPECIFIC PROPOSITIONS APPLIED

of frankpledge fhould alfo be introduced; but with fome al
teration to adapt it to the prefent fate of things *,

PROPOSITION Xil.

192. The company ought to keep a compleat flore-houfe
in the colony, containing a proper affortment of articles
fuited to that part of the coall : and, in order to give fpinit
and fupport to every attive and ufeful colonift, there fhould
be a difcounting account n articles kept for the general ufe
of the colony, that thofe coloniits who have abilities, but no
means, may obtain {uch articles, to a certain limited extent,

under the direttion of the company,

PROPOSITION Xl

193. When 1n procefs of time, taxes come to be raifed in
the colony, partly for the maintenance of public order, (fee
§ 170,) and partly for raifing fuch revenue to the fub.
fcribers as may aftord them aliberal, but {pecific, indemnifi.
cation for nifking and lying out of their property, it is pro-
pofed that the following ground for taxing may be obferved,
by which the overbearing influence of commerce, to the pre.
judice of more ufeful and neceflary occupations in the co-
lony, may be prevented, viz.

104. That the inhabitants of the colony may be divided
into three diftinét claffes: the firft, producers, or cultivators
of raw materials, fuch as fugar, coffee, cotton, indigo, fpices,
cattle, corn or any other kind of produétions in their firft
flate. The fecond, the tradefmen or manufallurers in the co-

- * Society is alfo indebted to Mr, Sharp for illuftrating and recommending the
adoption of that excellent fyftem. See his Treatife on Congregational Couts,
~Alfo § 167.

lony,
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lony, who form the before-mentioned raw materials or C };xA P.
productions by means of induftry into fome fhape for ufe;
and the third or lall, the clafs of merchants in the colony,

who are chiefly occupied in traffic and negociation, both
within and without the colony. It is of very great import-
ance, that every inhabitant, from the beginning, may clafs
himfelf yearly under either of thefe three, and that the im.
pofts may be laid by the colonial legiflature, in fuch propor-
tion, that the firft clafs be taxed the lowelt, and the laft the

higheft, and that the nght of voting, in all cafes, fhall be con-
fined to the firfl clafs only *.

PROPQSITIQN XIV.

195, That no colomft be allowed to poflefs more than a
certain portion of land, fay acrest, |

PROPOSITION X/

196. That, in order to prevent certain obvious irregu-
larities, as much as poflible, every colonift that remains un-
married after the age of  years, fhall pay a tax to the com.
munity of  per cent. on his property, and all married

people fhall be encouraged in that flate by an exemption
from certain taxes. |

PROPOSITION X/l
197. That no colonift be arrefted or imprifoned for debt,

* See the Plan of a free Community on the Coaft of Africa, entirely independent
of all European laws and Government, 4to, 1739, p. 23

t « Experience has fhown the inconvenieuce of private perfons poflefing tos
large quantities of land in our colonies, by which means the greateft part of it muft
lie uncultivated; and the inhabitants are thrown at fuch a diftance that they can
neither affift nor defend one another.” Reafons for eflablifhing the Colony of
Georgia, p. 99.~S¢e the Note to Prop, 11

R at,
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C H AP at the inftance of another; but that it may be the creditor’s

L.-E(-'-l own fault, if he part with his property on truft ¥,

PROPOSITION X,

198. That every ufeful mechanical invention, efpecially
fuch as are calculated to abrnidge and facilitate human la.
bour, in clearing and cultivating the foil, be particularly en.

couraged.—See § 132 ¢t feq.

# Every individual belongs to the community, and not to any other individual,
He cannot therefore be fold for money, far lefs for credit; becaule credit 1s often
given by infidious men, or debts bought up by them, in order to inveigle and con.-
fine their competitors; and competition s the very Lfe of an induftrious communi.
ty. The number of perfons who are loft ta fucicty, to their families and themlelves,
by imprifonment for debt, is very great, Sixty years ago, it was calculated that tour
thoufand were annually caft into prifon for debt in England, and that one third of
their debts were never thereby recovered.—(See Reafons for eftablifhing the Colony
of Georgia, printed 1n 1739, page 18.) Jf the number of fuch viétims hasincreafed,
as it is natural to believe it has, with the trade of the kingdom during that period,
few thinking men will be difpofed to rejoice at an extenfion of gommerce which has
brought fuch an evil in1t's train. I am, indeed, credibly informed that, in the be-
ginning of the prefent year (1794} no fewer than 27,000 perfons were confined
for debt in the gaols of England and Scotland. What a number to be thus fhut up
from the eyes, and, 1 fear, too often excluded from the hearts, of their fellow fub-
jelts!—Butit is to be hoped that the promuters of colonization in Africa, will cf-
feCually prevent this afflifting evil from entering into any of their eftablithments,
always remembering that one of their primary objefls is, ke abolition of the flave-

trade!—See § 142, Query LI

CHAP.
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CHAP
X.

CHAP X

COLONIES FORMED IN AFRICA, ON THE PRINCIPLES OF COMMERCE,
by the Portuguefe, Spaniards, French, Dutch and Aufirians,

199. MOST men yield a readier affent to fails, fhowing

what has already been done, than to arguments,
proving what 1t 1s praticable to do. For the information then
of perfons who may be inclined to fubferibe, or to embark
as colonifls,in any new undertaking of this kind, it may not
be improper to introduce into this work, a fhort hiflory of

thofe modern European colonses which have already been
eftablithed, or attempted, in Africa, on the principles of
commerce, and of thofe which are now formingon the prin-
ciples of humanity *. But 1t feems unneceffary to defcribe
the temporary fettlements or factories.

THE PORTUCUESE.
200. The Portuguefe explored the coaft of Africa, before

* The interefls of commerce and humanity were at firft fo fuccefsfully reconciled
by the Dutch, at the Cape of Good Hope, that the fketch hereafter éivcn of the ﬁrf‘l
eflablifhment of their colony in that part of Africa, deferves particular atténtion.
Upon the whole, it appears to me to afford a very good model for forming colonics
in general.

t The following fhort account of the Portuguele colonies Africa, T have
compiled from the Atlas Maritimus et Commercialis, London printed 1728.-Morti.
mer’s and Poftlethwayt’s Commercial Ditlionaries, both printed in London, 1766,
—Tableau General de Commerce, Londres, 1787.—The Report of the Britih Pric
vy Council, London 178¢.— And ihe volumes already publifhed of the Encyclope.
dia Britannica, 9d. edition now printing at Edinburgh.—It may be obferved, how-

* ever, that the prefent flate of Portuguefe Alfrica is different from what it wat at the

period which furnifhed the materials for thefe works,
any
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any other modern European nation; but from an ungenerous
referve on the part of their government, or from fome other
caufe unknown to me, they have been fo {paring in their
communications, that I cannot pretend to defcribe their co-
lonies with that certainty and precifion which I wifh*.
Among other caufes of confufion, unfetiled orthography is
not the leaft. For example in the kingdom of Congo, we
meet with Congo, Kakongo, Cango, Coango, names in the
application of which geographers do not feem to be agreed.
Thus much, however, is certain, that the Portuguefe poflef.
fions 1n Africa are far more important than thofe of any
other European nation ; and that in the hands of an aclive
people, they could not fail to become the fources of immenfe
power and opulence.

201, Portuguefe Africa, as it may not improperly be call-
ed, extends on the weft from about 5+deg. of northlat. to 10,
fome fay 15 deg. fouth. Here, inftead of being cooped up
within the narrow limits of trading faftories, as they are on
other parts of the weftern coaft, they are fettled in colonies,
under a regular government, and have built feveral large
and well fortified towns. The fail, which 1s rich and well
watered, they have, in feveral places, taught the natives to
cultivate; for this kind of inftruétion forms no confiderable
part of the policy of the Portuguefe clergy, who have taken

#] have the fatisfathion of informing the reader, that fince the above was wrnitten,
the following fketch has had the advantage of being reviewed, and correted ina
few places, by Colonel Bolts, a gentleman whole knowledge of the eaftern parts of
Africais allowed by thofe who have the honour of his acquaintance, to be very ex-
tenfive. Having {peat many years in the eaftern parts of the world, he publifhed
in 1772, * Confiderations on India affairs,” in three vols. gto; and, I believe, he
has it now in contemplation to lay alfo before the public the refult of his perfonal
and acquired knowledge of the Eaft of Africa, not only of the coaft, but of the inland
country.

fo
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fo much pains to convert the natives, that it 1s thought they € HXA P.
have been the means of making many of them better chrift-
jans than themfelves. Thus much at leaft appears, that the
religion thefe fathers have taught the natives has contribut-

ed to foften their manners, 1f not to mend their morals, (See

§ 36, et feg. and § 146).  As a proof of this, we are affured,

that in many parts of this country, they are cloathed 1n the
European fafhion, to which they are fo habituated that,

even were the Portuguefe to leave the country, they would

not foon abandon it.

202. Awerri, though in the kingdom of Benin, 1s fubjet Awerri.

to the government of the Portuguefe, who have here a caf-

tle and a garrifon; alfo a church and a monaftery. It is wor-

thy of remark, that though the river of Bentn 1s very fatal

to the Englith and Dutch feamen who frequent it, yet the
Portuguefe, who dwell farther within the country, do not
experience any peculiar infalubrity of climate. Thus is one
inftance, among many, which might be adduced, to make it
probable, that the interior of almoft all of the weftern parts

of Africa s more healthful than the coaft. (See § 76, and 8o.)

203. Angola was firft difcovered by the Portuguefe in Ango.

1484. They afterwards conquered feveral of it's provinces,

and rendered the native king tributary for the reft, as his fuc-
ceflors have fince continued. Their acquifitions may extend

240 leagues along the coaft, and, in fome places, 100 within

the land. The capital is St. Paul de Loanda, which has a

good harbour. 1t is the feat of the government, and, every

three years, receives a new governor from Portugal. The
country has been cleared, drained and cultivated in {o many
places, as to improve it's climate very confiderably. Some

years ago, a number of people from Bifcay were fent out

to work the excellent iron mines in Angola; but they mif-
carried,
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carried, for want of proper fupport. The Portuguefe in
Angola, are faid to be able, at any time, to bring into the
field 3000 well armed men, of their own nation. Their
power is chiefly fituated in the interior parts; for the trade
of the coalt of Angola, &c. has always been open; and
thither the French, Englifth and Dutch fend yearly a con-
hderable number of fhips for flaves, &c.

204. In 1484, Congo was difcovered by Diego Cam, who,
in behalf of his fovereign, King John of Portugal, formed an
alliance, with the King of Congo, which has continued to the
prefent day, with fome interruptions, on the part of the Por.
tuguefe. Their chicf town, St. Salvadore, is fituated 150
miles up the river Congo, or Zaire, upon an eminence, in a
country well cultivated and moft uncommonly falubrious.
(See § 76.) It 1s a very extenfive place, but not proportion-
ably populous, as the houfes are intermixed with fpacious
gardens, which, doubtlefs, is one caufe of it's falubnity.
Yet 1t’s inhabitants muft be very numerous, as it is faid to
have twelve churches and feven chapels, befides the cathe-
dral.

205. Of thele countries I do not find any thing particular,
except that Benguela is very unhealthful. They are underthe
power or influence of the Portuguefe; and, I believe, are ge-
nerally included n defcriptions of Congo and Angola.—In
the interior parts of thefe laft countries, it appears that the
Portuguefe have many prefidios, or garrifons, who, with the
afliftance of the natives, have cleared and cultivated the land
in their refpeltive vicinities, raifing maize, calavances,
yams, bananas and other provifions and fruits.

206. Many of the Portuguefe at Loando, Colombo, $t. Sal-
vadore and other places in this part of Africa are exceedingly
rich. It is common for a Portuguefe to poffefs zo, 100 and

200
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000 flaves, and fome of the more opulent are the mafters
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even of 3000. A rehgious fociety, at Loando are the pro- «

prietors of no fewer than 12,000 flaves, who being black-
fmiths, joiners, turners, flone-cutters, &c. earn, by their
work, from 4 to 500 rees per day, for the {ociety.—How far
this fort of revenue is compatible with the intention of fuch
an inflitution, it is not my prefent bufinefs to enquire.

207. In Congo, chriftianity was preached foon after the
arrival of the Portuguefe; and miffionaries are ftill well re-
ceived there. Encouragements have been offered at differ-

ent times, particularly in the beginning of the prefent reign,
to the religious in the convents of Portugal, to labour in

the converfion of the natives of Congo, Angola, and their

other African pofleflions. Many miflionaries have accord-
ingly undertaken this pious work, at different times, Their

fuccefs appears to have been confiderable, and, had they
been fteadily fupported, there 1s reafon to believe it would
have been compleat. Many Portuguefe bifhops refide in

this part of Africa, and numbers of the natives have been
regularly ordained priefls.

208. To the farther credit of that nation, 1t ought to be

noted, that they carry on the flave-trade from the countries
jult mentioned, with as much humanity as it is poflible to

Mitlionaries.

Portugoefe

ﬂl?t- !Ildt-

unite with fuch a traffic. Great numbers of flaves who

come from the remote inland countries, are fhipped from
Congo, Angola, &c. None, however, who belong to thefe
laft countries, are fent as flaves to the Brazils, except black
convi€ls ; and even thefe, before they are put on board, are
catechifed and receive bapti{m, a rite which has been found
to confole their minds under their unhappy circumftances,
The Portuguefe flave-fhips are never over crowded, and
the failors are chiefly blacks, called Negros Ladinos, who

5 {peak
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C H AP fpeak their Janguage, and whofe bufinefs it 15 to comfort
X.
- and attend the poor people on the voyage. The oconfe-

]‘nrtuguefc
colontes on
the Ean of
Atiwa,

St. Marun,
Fuado,

Sofala,

quences are, that they have little or no occafion for fetters,
{o conftantly ufed in the other European {lave-fhips, and
that they perform their voyages from Angola, &c. to Brazil

with very little mortality.

209. So vaft are the territories poffefled by, or tributary
to, the Portuguefe on the eaft of Africa, that they may, or
might have been {aid to be mafters of a great part of that
whole coaft. They are never interrupted there by any
other European nation, except occafionally by thips in dif-
trefs, on their return from India; for, in going out, they
fteer quite another courfe®.

210. The Portuguefc pofleflions on the Eaft of Africa
begin about 25° fouth latitude, according to Poftlethwayt.
Here they trade for ivory and gold, and they abound fo
much with cattle, that they yearly furnifh numbers to the
Dutch at the Cape of Good Hope. St. Martin and Puado
are two iflands in the River Cumana, where the Portuguefe
and the natives plant proviions for the fhipping, and
whence they have fome trade with the inland negroes.

211, The kingdom of Sofala extends about go leagues
along the coaft, and about 8o up the country, It is, or was
governed by a Mahometan prince, tnbutary to the King of

* The Portuguefe, however, do not appear entirely toexclude other nations .
from a parucipation in fome parts of the trade of the eaftern parts of Africa,
For, when 1 was.at Havre de Grace in 1787, Tome flave-merchants in shat city
were fendingafew (hips to Molambique'for flayes, They told me, that, 4ithough,
inthe long, cold and formy voyage round the Cape.of Gaod-Hope, many mere of
the flaves died, than even .in.the.paflage from the coall of Guines to the Weft In-
dies; yet that their cheapnefs at Mofambigue fully compenfated for their increafed

mortality.—~So cooly domerchants talk of facrificing the lives of mankind, at the

thnne of the * Mammon of unrighteoufnefst!”

Portugal,



Portugal. The fands of the niver of Sofala have a very con- C HXA P,
fiderable admixture of gold-duft. The inhabitants of the \ e
town and kingdom of Sofala are a mixture of Mahometan

Arabs, idolatrous caffres and bad Portuguefe chriftians.

212, From the mines of Sofala, more than 2,000,000 of ffﬂ‘f "
merigals of gold are faid to be yearly extracted, the value of TeE
which, M. Savary computes, at 28,000,000 livres Tournois,
or £1,160,666 fterling. Thefe riches are divided between
the Portuguefe, the Arabians of Ziden and Mecca, and the
native traders of Quiloa, Monbafe and Melinda. Thefe laft
come in {mall barks, called zambucks, bringing dyed and
white cottons, filks, ambergris and fuccinum, or yellow and
red amber. The Arabians exchange goods from the Ealt
Indies and the Red {ea, to the amount of { 140,000 fterling
per annum, for ivory and gold. The merchants of Sofala
alfo exchange European and Afiatic goods for the gold of
the inland country of Monomotapa, which comes down in

fuch quantities, that the Portuguefe call the Prince of Mo-
nomotapa, the golden emperor.

213. On the weft of Sofala, is the kmgdom of Mongas, Mengs.
chiefly remarkable for the quantity of gold it yields, part:-
cularly at Maﬂ'apa, Maninas, and the mountain of Ophir, Mount
whence, it 1 believed, Solomon’s treafures were brought®. o

At Maflapa, the Portuguefe are fettled, under the authority
of the Governor of Mozambique.

214. This emponum is on an ifland in latitude 15° fouth Mzam.
(D'Anville.) It is extremely populous, one half of the in- ™
habitants being Portuguefe and the reft negroes. The

fland abounds with cattle, poultry, fruits and provifions of

* Some, however, are of opinion that Solomon brought his gold from Sumatra,
on the north end of which there is likewife a mountain which to this day is called
Ophir.~See Boits on Indian Affairs, Vol. L. p. 6.

S 2 . all



128

CHARD
X

\-—\;-)

Zanguebar,

Melinda,

COLONIES IN AFRICA, ON

all kinds; fo that, in this refpe&t, it is a very proper place
of refrefhment for the Portuguefe Eaft Indian {hips, efpeci-
ally as the harbour is very good ; but the air 1s reckoned
none of the beft. At Mozambique are numbers of monks,
fome of whom are frequently fent, by the governor, to the
oppofite continent; not fo much, it is ftrongly fulpected, on
fpiritual errands, as to difpofe the natives to give his excel-
lency good bargains of their gold, ivory and ebony. -

215. When the European goods arrive at Mozambique
from Portugal, they are taxed by the king’s factor, who
{ends them to Chilimani, at the mouth of the Senna, whence
they go very far up the river, to a Portuguele town,
whither the Africans come, fometimes from the diftance of
two or three months travel, to buy, or take on credit, the
European goods, for a ftipulated quantity of gold, and
which they faithfully bring or fend, This barter yields
cent per cent, and indeed, may well be called the Chili and
Peru of the Portuguefe; gold being {o common, that, at a
month’s journey from the coaft, houfehold utenfils and or-
naments are frequently made of it. Of the trade of Mo-
zambique, we may form fome idea from the governor’s du-
ties which annually amount to between 6o and {70,000
fterling ; exclufive of the pay of the troopsand garrifons,
and of a confiderable tribute annually remitted to the crown
of Portugal.

216. Lamo, Pataand Ampafa, on this coaft, are, or were,
governed by chiefs dependent on the Portuguefe.

217. This large country, was for many years, governed
by a prince tributary to the fame nation. But the circum.
ftances are now reverfed; for the Portuguefe are obliged to
purchafe by annual prefents, permiffion to trade, and to ex-
plore the country for gold—a revolution probably caufed

parily
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partly by the declenfion of the Portuguefe power,and part. ©
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ly by the advancement of the natives in the arts of com- e

merce and policy, which made them fenfible both of their
own mterefls, and of their own ltrength. The capital, like-
wife called Melinda, was wholly built by the Portuguele,
in the latitude of §° fouth (D’Anville) with a very good har-
bour, and a ftrong citadel. It is a large city, faid to contain
90,000 Portuguefe, exclufive of natives, and 17 chriftian
churches, befides religious houfes. From their ware-houfes,
in Melinda, they fupply the country with European goods
to a valt diftance inland, whence they procure ivory, in
fuch quantities as to load {hips, with that commodity alone.
Adjoining to Melinda, are five other kingdoms all tribu-
tary to the fame pation; fo that, in this part of Africa
alone, the Portuguefe, in the zenith of their power, might
have been faid to hold the fovereignty of a country as large
as Spain and Portugal together.

218. The nmatives, however, carry on fome trade with -

their own veflels, in which they frequent the Red fea, and
the ports of Arabia. They are alfo feen in the Indian feas,
efpecially at Cambaya, a maritime town in the territories of
the Great Mogul. The Indians and Arabians, on the other
hand, fometimes brings them goods to Melinda. Yet the
Portuguefe ultimately tranfact all the trade of Melinda,
which is but little inferior to that of Mozambique. Gold
from Sofala, ivory, copper, quickfilver, all forts of filks and
cottons from Europe and the Eaft Indies, fpices, rice and
other grain are the chief articles brought to Melinda.

219. The inhabitants of Brava confumegreat quantities of Buara

European manufattures; for they drefs in the Portuguefe
manner, like the people of Quiloa, and many other parts of
this coatt.

220,
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220, From Brava to Cape Guardafui, extends the coaft of
Ajan, and from thence to Rafbel, at the entrance of the Red
fea, the country is called Adel. Thefle valt territories
abound n cattle, corn and fruits; and Ajan affords the Por-
tuguefe feveral whole cargoes of ivory yearly. The inha-
bitants are, or were, partly tributary to the Portuguefe and
partly {ubjeét to Moorith and Arabian princes®.

221, The ifland of Madeira, is about 55 Englifh mles
Jong, and 10 broad, and was firft difcovered, A. D. 1419, by
Joao Gonzales Zarco. It is divided into two capitanias,
Funchal and Maxico (read Malhico) each containing two
judicatures. Funchal (in latitude 32° 33’ north), befides
the city of that name, contains 7 towns, and 26 parithes ;
and Maxico g towns and 17 parifhes.

222, Madeira confifts of one large mountain, whofe
branches rife every where from the fea towards the centre,
where there 1s an excavation, from which, and from the
greater part of the ftones being lava, 1t appears that a volca-
no has formerly exifted here. |

223. Many nivulets defcend, from the fummit, in deep
chafms, or glens. Their beds are in fome places, covered
with ftones, brought down by the winter torrents of rain
and melted fnow. The water is condutted by wears into
the vincyards, where fome have it conftantly, and others
once, twice or thrice a week. The heats rendering irriga-
tion abfolutely neceffary, the planters of new vineyards are
obliged to pay dear for water to thofe who have a conftant

* Alterall, Ifind it is believed, that the mtives bave difpoflefled the Portugucfe
of moft of their territorial acquifitions on the continent of the Eafl of Africa,

~t Abridged from Forfler's Voyage round the World, Vol. 1. p. 13, et /.

{upply.
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fupply —Wherever a level can be formed -on the hills, the € Hxa P,

natives plant eddoes (arum ¢fculentum, Linp.) inclofed by «mu
a dyke to confine the moiflure. The hogs eat the Jeaves, M?***

and the matives, the roots.—The fweet potatoe (convelvulus
batatas, Linn.) 15 planted for the fame purpofe, and 15 a
principal article of diet; together with chefnuts which grow
in extenfive woods, on grounds too high for vines. Wheat
and barley are fown, where the vines are decaying from
age, or arc newly planted. But, as the crops do not afford
above three month’s provifions, corn is imported from
America, 1n exchange for wine, The want of manure and
induftry are partly the caufes of this defet; but even were
the cultivation perfec}, 1t 1s beheved, the ifland could not
afford corn fufhcient for the inhabitants,

224. Where the foil, expofure and fupply of water ad-
mit, vines are cultivated. They are fupported on a lattice-
work of bamboos, about feven feet high, from which the
grapes depend, and ripen 1 the fhade ; and hence the Ma-
deira wines are believed to derive their excellent flavour
and body. The beft, called Madeira Malmfey, is made from
a vine imported from Candia, by order of Don Henry, In-
fanté of Portugal. Only a fmall quantity of this rich, fweet
wine is made ; and 1t is fold -on the fpot, far £40 and £42
flerling the pipe. The next fort is:a dry wine, fuch.as is
exported to London, at {30 and {31 ftefling per-pipe. In-
ferior kinds, for the Eaft and Weft Indies and North Amen-

ca, fell at 20, 25 or £30 fterling. About 30,000 pipes,
from 110 to 120 gallons are made, UPon A MEAN,LVETY yiear.
About 13,000 plpes of the better forts are exported, and
the reft made into brandy and vmegar or confumed at
heme. The vineyards are inclofed with walls and hedges
af prickly peas, pomegranates, myxsles, brambles and wild

rofes,
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C H\f" P. rofes. The gardens produce all the European fruits, with,

_—~~ now and then, fome tropical ones, as bananas, goavas and
Map:zira. plnt-app]c's

225. All the domeftic animals of Europe are found at
Madeira. The mutton and beef are {mall, but well talted.

The horfes, though not large, are fure footed ; and climb
with agility, the difficult paths of the ifland. There are no
wheel-carriages of any kind ; but in the town, they convey
heavy goods on fledges drawn- by oxen.—The only wild

quadruped here 1s the grey rabbet.—Many wild birds com-
mon in Europe are found in Madeira; but very few hens,

or other tame birds, owing perhaps to the Icarcity of corn.
—There are no fnakes whatever in this ifland; but the

vineyards and gardens, and even the houfes, fwarm with
lizards.—The fhores are not without fifh; but, as they are
not in {ufficient plenty for the Lent feafon, “ herrings” fays
Dr. Forfter, “ are brought from Gothenburg, in Englifh
bottoms, and cod from North America®.”—On this head, I

cannot

* Herrings are brought from Gothenburg to Corke, where, in repacking them,
to fit them for exportation to hot climates, they are very hard prefled; a procefs
which might as eafily be done in the firlt exporting place, if due time were given
0 let the herrings fink in the barrels, And, as the Swedifh veflels are not prohi.
bited, any more than thofe of other nations, from carrying provifions to Madeira,
all the expences, of freight to Corke, dearer labour in repacking, the whole charge
of relhipping, &c. would undoutedly be clear profit to the Swedith merchants.~—It
1s true, payments at Madeira, are not made in cafh, but in produce, viz. wine,
But it is alfo true, that the Swedifh freight is among the cheapeft in Europe; and in
fhort, if a proper ufe were made of the free port of Gothenburg, it can fcarcely be
doubted that Madeira might be fupplied with Swedifh herrmgt in Swedifh thips,—
There isindeed in Sweden a board of trade and commerce, called coMMERCE COL-
LEGIUM, confiting of no fewer than nineteen members; and whofe bufinefs it is,
or ought to be, to watch over and promote the commercial interefls of that nation.
1 am [enfible, that this board contains @ few men of real worth, and who have the

good
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cannot omit an obfervation of my learned author, « Afri- CH A P,

X

ca,” fays he, p. 24, * which we vifited during this voyage, \—~

in a few weeks; fuppliéd us with a great variety of quadru.
peds, reptiles and infets, whillt all the other lands where
we touched, afforded no new difcoveries in thofe claffes.”
226, The common people of Madeira are tawny, with
dark eyes and black curling hair, which, in fome individa-
als, begins to crifp, owing, perhaps to intermarriage with ne-
groes.—The inhabitants of the towns are more ill-favoured
than the country people.—Tlhie gentry ate a fort of petite
nobleffe, whofe genealogical pride makes them unfociable
and ignorant, and caufes a ridiculous affetation of gravity.
227, The country people are very {ober and frugal; their
diet being generally bread and onions, or other roots, with
little animal food. Their drink 1s water, or a fermented in-
fufion of the refufe rind of the grape; for the wine, which
their own hands prepare, they feldom, if ever, tafte.—~Their
chief occupation is raifing vines; but as this requires not
much attendance, for a great part of the year, they natural-
ly incline to idlenefs. Indeed, warmth of clidiate, where
great provifion againft inclemency of weather 1s unnecel-
fary, and where hunger is eahly fatisfied, will probably
produce indolence, where the legiflature does not countera&
it by encouraging indultry. But, 1t feems, the Portu-
quefe legiflators are not thus difpofed; for, though they
have lately ordered olive-trees to be planted here, on fpots
too dry and barren for vines, they have given the labourers
no temporary afliftance, and have offered no premiums, to
overcome their reluftance to innovation, and to labour.

good of their country very much at heart; but, whether, upbn‘the whole, i an.
fwers the end of it's original inlitution, I beg leave tofave myfelf the mortification

of enquiring,
T Add

Mapzira.
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CH AP Add to this, that the landed property is in the hands of a

A

«—~— fewancient families; the vineyards are held only by an an-

Maprira,

Miary.

nual tenure ; and the farmer reaps but four tenths of the
produce ; four tenths being paid in kind to the landlord,
one tenth to the king, and one to the clergy. Such {mall
profits, joined to the thought of making improvements for
others, preclude all alterations for the better, under the pre-
fent fyltem. But, opprefled as they are, they are chearful
and contented. Their labours are commonly alleviated
with fongs ; and, 1n the evenings, they dance to the drow(y
guittar.

228, The governor 1sat the head of all the civil and mli-
tary departments of Madeira, Porto Santo, the Salvages and
the Ilhas Defertas, which laft contain only the temporary
huts of fithermen.—The law department is under the corre-
gidor, commonly {ent from Portugal, and holding his place
during the king's pleafure. To him appeals lie from the
inferior courts, each of which has a fenate, and a prefiding
judge chofen by them. The merchants ele&t their own
judge, or providor, who collets the king’s revenue, amount-
ing annually to about /1 20,000 fterling, arifing (1) from one
tenth of all the produce of the ifland; (2) from 11 per cent.
on all exports; and (3) from 10 per cent. on all imports,
provifions excepted, Far the greater part of the revenue is
applied to the fupport of the civil and mulitary eftablifh-
ments, and of public buildings.

229. The 1fland has but one regular company of 100
men; but the militia confifts of gooo, who are annually
embodied for one month, under the Sergeanté Mor. Nei-
ther privates nor officers receive any pay; and yet the

places of the latter are much fought after, on account of the
rank.

230,
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230. The fecular priefts are about 1200, many of them C H A P.
. _ . X.
employed as private tutors; for, fince the expulfion of the «mmw

Jefusits, there have been no regular public fchools here, M*°****
except one, where a prielt educates 10 ftudents, at the Prict.
king’s expenfe®. Thofe who intend to go into orders are

obliged to ftudy at the umverfity of Coimbra, in Portugal.

There is a dean and chapter at Madeira, headed by a

bithop, whcfe income, which confiderably exceeds the go-
vernor’s, confifts of 110 pipes of wine, and g6o Englith

buthels of wheat, amounting, at a2 mean, to £3000 fterling.

291, In 1768, the inhabitants of the 43 parithes of Made:- E_OP:lation.
ra, amounted to 63,913, of whom 31,341 were males, and et
99,572 females. But, in that year, the deaths were exatly
5249, and the births 2198. It 15 highly probable that fome
epidemical diftemper prevailed in that year, as fuch a mor-
tality would foon depopulate the ifland: a fuppofition
which is ftrengthened by the excellence of the climatet. cinge
In fummer, the heat is very moderate on the higher parts
of the ifland, whither the better fort of people then retire :
in winter, the fnow lies there for feveral days, while, in the

lower parts, it never continues above a day. or two.

292. In 1449, Antonio Nolli, a Genoefe in the fervice of carevirs
Don Henry, Infanté of Portugal, difcovered fome of the ‘st
Cape Verd Hlands; and in 1460, another voyage was under-

* There appears to be a priclt in Madeira for every 53 inhabitants; exclufive of
about 7o friars and goo nuns, |
$ My author’s fuppofition 1s farther firengthened, by Dr. Heberden’s obferva.

tion, that the inhabitants of Madeira double their gwn numbers, by the births, in 84

years, under all their oppreflions; for nothing thort of Wef Indian oppreffion can

prevent mankind, when once fairly fettled in a tolerable climate, from keeping up, or

increafing, their numbers by births—See Price on Annuities, p. 204. '
$ Abridged from Forfler's Voyage roundthe Word, Vol, 1. p. 3 ¢t feg,

T 2 taken
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taken to fettle them, when the reft were difcovered. Santi-
ago, (as Colonel Bolts writes it) is the Jargeflt of them, and
about 17 leagues in length, The capital, of the fame name,
lies in the interior, and is the fee of the bifhop of all thefe
iflands. This ille contains 11 parifhes, the mof} pepulous of
which has about 4000 houles.

233. The Cape Verd Iflands are generally mousntajnous;

but their lower hills are often covered with verdure, and

have a gentle declivity, with extenfive vales hetween them.
They are ill fupplied with water; but Santiage has ope to-
lerable river. The hillsare covered with fiones, ‘which are
a fpecies of lava. The foil, which s fertile enough in the
vallies, is a kind of rubbith of cinders and pchreous afhes:
hence 1t 1s probable that all thefe iflands have contained
volcanoes; efpecially as Fogo fuill confifts of a burning
mountain.

294. Porto Praya ftands on a fteep rock, and contains on-
ly a few cottages. It's fortifications are old walls towards
the {ea, and low fences of loofe fones, towards the land. A
tolerable building, at a little ditance, helongs to a company
at Lifbon, who monapolize the trade to all thefe iflands,
and keep an agent here. ¢ The-company,” fays Forller « per-

[feltly byrannizes over the wmhabitants, and fells them wrelched
merchandize, af exorbitant prices.”—It is believed, bpwevyer,
that thafe poor people have lately baen delivered from shis

caufe of their wretchednefs, by the abolition of that molft
odious and oppreffive monopoly. May Heaven preferve

- every colony in Africa, ¢fpecially thofe profeffedly undertaken

Ishabitant, fo

on humane pnncsj:lu from the cruel clutches of fuch un-

feeling companies!

235, The natives of Santiago are middle ﬁxcd, and almoft

black, with frizzled hair, and thick lips, like the uglieft ne-

groes,
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groes. But, whether the change has been wrought in thefe ¢ H A P.
defcendants of the firft Portuguefe colonifls, by the climate "
alling on their complexion, for nine generations (300 years) CarsTess
or by intermarriage with negroes, Dr. Forller does not de-

cide. He flates, however, the opinion of Canon Pauw, the

Abbé Demanet, and the Count de Buffon, that “ the colours

of the human fpecies depend principally on the climate *.”

At prefent, there are no whites in thefe iflands, except 12 or

15 at Santiago. Even the governors and the priefts in the

other iflands are blacks. The better fort wear ragged Eu-

ropean cloaths: the reft feem well pleafed with the partial
covering of a fhirt, a veft, a pair of breeches, or a hatt.
Defpotic governors, bigotted priefls and the indolence of Caues of
the court of Lifbon, will always keep thofe people more “fr™<"
wretched than any community of negroes in Atrica, They

are rather inclincd to floth; and their fituation confirms

this habit. Beggary alone can protect them from the gripe

of tyrants, to increafe whofe treafures, would be the only

effect of their toil. Add to this, that the dry foil is parched

up, when the annual rains fail, and famine inevitably fuc.
ceeds. From thefe powerful caufes, it is realonable to {up-
pofe, that the inhabitants are deterred, from marrage

* See De Pauw Rech. phil. fur les Americ, T 1. p, 186.—Demanet Nouv. hifl
de I'Afr, Fran, T. 1L p. s29.~Buffon Hifl, Nat. 12mo. T. VL. p. 260.~It 1
might venture to offer an opinion on a fubjet fo much controverted among the leara-
ed, I would give it as the reflult of my obfervations in Africa, that a black, ar a very
dark, complexion would be the confequence of whstes liuing withen the tropucs, after
ike manner of the natives. But the whites, except perhaps at the C€ape Verd Iflands,
have hitherto lived in tropical countries, cloathed and lodged, s in temperate ch-
mates; and therefore the complexions of them and their delcendants have, in ge.
neral, undergope but little alteration, efpecially in individuals not much expofed to
the fun.

41 have been credibly informed, that Rag-fair in London fupplies the Cape Vesd
I0lands with great quantities of old cloaths, _

which
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which would only bring mifery, and perhaps the horrors of
flavery, on their offspring®.

296. After what has been faid, the ftate of agriculture in
thefe iflands cannot be expeéted to be very flourifhing,
The valiey near Porta Praya fort, however, feems to have
fome moifture, and 13 planted, here and there, with cocoa-
nut-palms, ‘fuigar-canes, bananas, cotton, goaves and pa-
paws. But the greateft part of it is over-run with brufh-
wood; and another is left for pafture,—But we may per-
haps conclude, that the Cape Verd Iflands, 1n the hands of
an aftive nation, might be cultivated to great advantage.
The cochineal plant, fome fpices, and coffee, would thrive
particularly well in this hot, parched climate. Thefe would
{upply the natives not only with the neceflaries, but the lux.
uries of life, under the influence of a free and equal go-
vernment, like that of Great Britain.

237. Such is the fubftance of our learned voyager's ac-

* In 1773 and 1774, (as Mr. Forfler was told at the Cape of Good Hope, in

1775) a famine defiroyed multitudes of people, in the Cape Verd Iffands. In the
midf of this diftrefs, feveral of the natives fold themfelves for flaves to a Dutch
captain, who happened to arrive, and who fold them at the C, of G. Hope. But
the government there having been informed of it, ordered thz captain to redeem
them, at hisjown expenfe, to carry them back to their own country, and to bring a

. centificate from the Portuguefe governor, importing the execution of thefe orders,

From the dates given by Forfter, I infer that fome of the members of the govern.
ment to whom this praife worthy aftion was to be alcribed, were Baron Joachim von
Plettenberg, the Governor; M. Hemmy, the fecond governor; M. von Prehn, the
major; and M., Berg, the fecretary, gentlemen whom Forfler, on another occafion,
(V. L p. 74) mentions as valuable membeérs of fociety, ornaments to their country
and friends to mankind ; and he gives the fame charafler of M. Chriftophe! Brand,

*commander of the polt at Falle Bay, and of M, Kerfle and M. de Wit, who appear

to be private gentlemen.~While [ wasat Goree, in 1787, a veflel arrived from the
Cape Verd Iflands, which brought accounts that they had been without rain for
three years.—The W. Indian Ifland of Antigua once kad no rin for 7 years.—
Privy Council’s Report.

! count
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count of the Cape Verd Iflands, which being ill watered, € H A P.

X.
and their ramns uncertaim, cannet be ranked among the moft

fertile parts of Africa, But it is not improbable that he vi- 5"}
fited them during a drought; for Mortimer (in his Commer-
cial Ditionary, Art, Cape de Verd Ifles) does not reprefent
them as very muferable habiations, He tells us that,
though mere delerts when the Portuguefe firft fettled on
them, they now produce {everal commodities for trade, as
raw and drefled hides, o1l extracted from tortoifes, honey,
wax, falt, Turkey wheat, (Indian corn or maize) oranges,
lemons, &c. and [upply veflels with tame and wild fowls.
Cattle are in fuch plenty, that feveral fhips are employed in
carrying them to Brazil, whither they alfo convey quanti-
ties of fifh, caught and falted near Cape Verd—He might
have added, that thefe iflands fupply the Weft Indian fugar
colonies with great numbers of cattle, afles and mules (See
§ 60) and that, at Santiago, the inhabitants manufalture
cloths of cotton and of filk. They are very beautiful arti-
cles, and are commonly called 1n England, « Sant Jago
cloths,” a name, however, often applied to “ Gunea

cloths,” or thofe fabricated by the negroes on the cont-
nent of Africa,

sneamemeenter S e =

298, Colonel Bolts who was at the Cape Verd Iflands, in
1781, has obligingly communicated to me the following ad-
ditional and very interefting particulars.

239. In September and Ottober, fhips have often been Harbours
driven on fhore in Porto Praya road. In the dangerous
{eafon, therefore, it is beft to anchor out in 18 fathoms wa-
ter; fo that, in cafe of a gale, the fhip may be fure of clear-

ing the eaflern point, called Mulher Branca, or the weftfln:l,
calle
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C HAP called Tumrofa. Sam Vincent, one of the Ilhas Defertas,

X,
\myemtend

Car_Verp
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has the beft harbour in all thefe iffands; and 1t is capable of
containing the moft numerous fleet f large thips, fafe all the
year round. Sam Vincent has the advantage of excellent
air and plenty of good water, but it is uninhabited.

240. The ifland of S. Antam (impreperly called 3. Anto-
nio) formerly belonged to the Dugque Infeliz (de Aveiro.)
It was rented by that family to an Englith gentleman, whote
agent, one Stephen Spencer, picked up fome ftones, wathed
down from the peak of the ifland, and fent them to Eng-
land. The lapidaries gave it as their opinion, that the
mountain whence they came certainly contained curious, if
not precious, flones,  All the Iflands contain iron ore, often
on the furface.

241. The Duque d’Aveiro had partly peopled 5. Antam
with his own flaves; and, in time, he acquired, or ufurped,
a kind of property in the perfonsof the other ihabitants.
The poor, ignorant creatures having fubmitted to his gra-
dual and artful encroachments on their liberties, their
children atually came to confider themfelves as the {laves
of this ufurper and his fucceflors. And fo compleatly were
they {ubjugated at laft, that the Englifh agent exported and
{old a great number of them. On the fall of the Averio fa-
mily, however, S. Antam reverted to the crown: and, not
above {ix months ago (1781) the governor received an or-
der from the court of Lifbon to liberate thefe opprefled
people, who are computed to be about 1000.—The famine
which afflitted thefe iflands a few years ago (fee § 235, note)
appeared firft in S. Antam, and was very feverely felt in that
ifland, 1000 of it’s inhabitants having perithed by it. In
Sanhago, 15,000 perfons, or about one half of the inhabi-
tants, loft their lives, in the fame diftrefling period.

243.



THE PRINCIPLES OF COMMERCE.~PORTUGUESE. 141

242. During the admimftration of the Marquis de Pom- € H‘{A P.
bal, about 10,000 of the inhabitants of the Cape Verd -

Iflands were fent to build the prefent fortifications-at Biflao, <\**\"°
where moft of them died.

243. There are at Santiago fourteen Emgenhos, or fugar- Sugar.mit.
mills, worked by oxen; but only two of them are reckoned
good. They make very ftrong {pirits there; but, from a
defedt of induftry and ingenuity, and doubtlefs of encour-
agement and capital, neither their fugar nor fpirits are fuf-
ficiently cheap for exportation.

244. The late governor, Joaquim Salene Saldanha Lo- Whale-fh-
bo, had a fcheme for fitting out veflels at the Cape Verd f.',i;f.f;:l‘f “
Iflands, for the whale fithery on the Southern coaft of Afri- tures
ca; and another for extrafting from the Semente da purga*
an oil which is excellent for burning, and is free from any
bad fmell.—The gathering of Orzella, or Orchella, on the
coalt of thefe 1flands, cofts not 8oo reas per quintal. The
medium price of that quantity, at Porto Praya, 1s 000 reas,
and at Libon 19,200 reast.—In thefe iflands, they might
raife great quantities of very good cotton, and alfo of indi-
g0 which grows wild every where. But the inhabitants do
not cultivate more of either, than what 1s neceffary for the
cloths they manufature, for their trade to the continent
of Africa. Colonel Bolts has famples of the following
kinds, the firft of which is 1n the greateft demand on the
continent, and the reft in the order of the numbers. The
prices are thole at which they may be refpectively bought
per piece, at Porto Praya.—1. Pano de agulha, all cotton,

about 2500 reas.—2. Pano quadrado, all cotton, about 2000

* Ricinus—Pignon d'Inde, It is believed to be the fame plant irom which the
Caftor oil is extrafled in the Welt Indies.
t 4800 reas are equivalent to a moidore, cr about 27 fluliings fterling.
U reas.
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reas—3g. Pano da ley, all cotton, about 1600 reas.—4. Pa-
no de fio de laa, cotton and worlfted, 4 to 5000 reas,—s. Pa.
no de retros, cotton and filk, 6 to 12,000 reas.~6. Pano de
veftir, 3000 reas.

245. The 1ifland of St. Thomas (called by the negroes on
the coalt Poncas) was difcovered by the Portuguefe, in
1465, firft fettled by them in 1467, and here they have
raifed a colony which is, or was, very flourifhing. It's itua-
tion (under the line, and in about 27° of longitude Eaft
from Ferro) appeared to the Dutch fo commodious for the
trade of the neighbouring coafts, that they took 1t in 1610,
and again 1641; but it was both times retaken by the Por-
tuguefe, who foon repaired the almoft incalculable damage
their enemies did on abandoning it.

246, The chief produdts are fugar and ginger*. Of

* 1 do not know that the produfls of any one of the countries, which 1 have
found it necellary to fketch, have ever been explored and diftinétly enumerated.
That they have not, would appcar from the new difcoveries always made, even ih
the moft frequented parts of Africa, when naturalifts happen to vifit them. Of this
we have an inftance, 1n the following extraft from the evidence ot A. P. How, Efq.
whowas 1n Afnca, in 1785 and 1786, in the Grampus fhip of war, employed as a
botanift, by the Britifh government.—* The witnefs has feen cinnamon trees at St,
Thomas, at the fea lide, about go feet high; and, from what he heard, they grew in-
land toa hagher fize.  From the bark brought down, he concludes there muft be a
great quantity inland, The cinnamon and caflia trees are of different gencra; the
one helonging to the Laurus, the other the Caflia; but their genera are not quite effa.
blithed. The leaf of the laurus is oblong, nerved, fhining, Gmple, Of the caffia, the
leaves are bipennate, not unlike the mimofa or fenfitive plant, The witnels is not
pofitive that it is tire fagre cmnamon which grows in India; but the bark, leaves and
whole ftrulure of the tree are the fame as thofe brought from thence to Kew gardens.
He has never been at Ceylon; but has feen the tree, both at Bombay and Cambay,
in private gardens, brought as prefents from Ceylon, The African caffia is not un-
like that which has been feen in the Eaft Indies,"—~Sce Minutes of Evidence be-
fore the Houfe of Commons, 1740, p. 236,

brown
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brown fugar, the common crop is from 6 to 7co charges, of CH A
which near 100,000 roves, each 32 Portuguefe pounds, are v
annually fent to Portugal. The other produéts and manu- sr.:::?-
faCtures of St. Thomas, are different kinds of cotton ftuffs,
proper for the Portugucle trade on the coaft, fruits, parti-
cularly that called cola, a nut, in tafte like a chefnut, which
is advantageoufly bartered in Angola and Congo, whence it
is fent to a great diftance inland. Indian corn, millet, caffa-
da, figs, bananas and other tropical produce, grow here in
plenty. The fheep and goats are excellent; but the beef is
{maller, and not near fo fat, as in Euraope.
247. The Portuguele carry to St. Thomas, linens, cam- Impors.
blets, ferges, brandy, wine, olives, olive-oil, capers, fine
flour, butter, cheefe, falt, hatchets, bills, copper-kettles and
plates, fugar-moulds, pitch, tar and cordage.

248. Of the three firft, the Portuguefe make fo little ufe Tr13c

as fcarcely to claim an exclufive property inthem. Ships of Fiioo
all nations occafionally touch at them for wood and water, ¢ sun

SION AND

and to catch turties. But at Annabona, the P Ol’tugugfe ANNAROSA
trade in cotton, which they gather there in confiderable

quantities. They alfo raife hogs, goats, poultry, and fruits.
249. Except Afcenfion, which 1s covered with fand and Eligitie for
rocks, all thefe 1iflands offer to Portugal an excellent op- colonis.

portunity of mitating the liberal and humane example of
colonization in Africa, which has lately diftinguifhed Great -
Britain and Denmark.

-ﬁ-*-—'-
General re.

2~0, The Portuguefe had the advantage of trading to, and fecions o

eftablithing themfelves in, Africa, carlicr than any other guefe fede.

mentis 1n

Uz modern Afca.
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modern European nation; and that too at a time when
they were aftuated by a {pirit of enterprize which perhaps
has never been exceeded in any people.  Their power
has, indeed, undergone a great, but gradual, declenfion,
efpecially on the continent of the Eaft of Africa. Yet fuch
remains of it are fhll vifible that a refpettable modern
writer {cruples not to fay, that they ftill poffefs more valua-
ble territory in Africa, and have brought more of the na-
tives to live in the European manner, than all Chriftendom
befides. Hence he concludes, that other nations, and the
Britith in particular, who can furnifh Africa with manu-
factures of their own, might make at leaft as great advances
in the inland trade of that continent, as the Portuguele,
under the difadvantage of purchafing moft of the goods
they carry to 1t, from other nations. “ Bui this,” he ob-
ferves, “ depends on quite other meafures than what have ever

yet been taken.”

SPANISH.

251, The Canary Iflands, as well as thofe of Madeira
and Cape Verd, were known to the ancients. But their ac-
counts of them are indiftinct and confufed; for they appear
to have confounded many iflands together, under the gene-
ral name of the fortunate iflands. The Canaries were firft
known to the Europeans, in the middle ages, between the
years 1326 and 1334, by means of a French fhip driven
among them by ftrels of weather. In 1403, they were
granted by Henry 1II. King of Caftde, to John de Betan-
cour, a Frenchman.—The {ubfequent conquelt of them by

* This fketch is an abridgement from Glas's Hiflory of the Canary Iflands,
London 1764.

the
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the Spaniards, as well as their cavil hiftory fince, are foreign C H A P.

to our purpole. A,
252. Of the Canary Iflands, which are feven in number, “****"**

Tenerife is the moft confiderable, It is about g6 leagues Teueri

in circumference. The latitude of it’s centre 1s 28° 30’ N.

longitude 16° 25' W. from London. .
2¢9. From the varieties of it's fqil, climate and expofure, Prodofiion.

all the valuable vegetable productions, of temperate and

tropical countries, thrive n it.—It’s animals are camels,

horles, afles, mules, cows, fheep, goats, hogs, rabbets, fowls,

geefe, ducks, &c.—The 1ifland nfes on all fides towards the

Pike, 1n 1t's centre, like a hanging garden, till within a Pike

league of the clouds, which are not above mid-way up the

Pike. But there are no houfes any where above three

leagues from the fea. The firft league from the fhore pro-

duces vines, the next corn, the third woods of chefnut

trees, &c. interfperfed with fome corn. Beyond thele

woods, are the clouds which, in fine weather, come down

in the evening, and reft on the woods till morning, when they

rctire about a league. Where the clouds reft m the day,

there are many pine-trees, beyond which grows no grafs or

vegetable, except a fhrub called relama. The Pike itfelt 1s,

properly fpeaking, a voicanic mountain, of a conical form,
fituated on the fummit of a very high Ifland. 1t is vifible 1n

approaching it 40 leagues, and in departing from 1t 50°%,

or4. Samta Cruz, the chief town of Tenerife, may be Towns,
reckoned the capital of all thefe Iflands; for, though the courts, &c.
epifcopal fee and the fupreme courts of judicature are at
Palmas, in Gran Canaria, the Governor General of all the

* The height of the Pike above the [ea, according to Dr, Heberden, is 15,396
fect; according to M. Borda, 12,340 fect,

Canaries,
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Canaries, refides at Santa Cruz,which isthe centre of the trade
of thefe Iflands with Europe and America, and containsabout
7000 inhabitants. Befides Santa Cruz, there are in Tenenfe
feveral ather confiderable towns and villages; for that {mall
part of the country which is inhabited at all, is extremely
populous, the 1fland being computed to contain no lefs than
ob,oaofouls. In the large village of Ico, there is a filk ma-
nufallure, efpecially of flockings, which are fent to the
Spanith Weft Indies.—From the whole Ifland, 15,000 pipes
of wine and brandy are annually exported.—The Count of
Gomera has about 1000 negro flaves employed in Tenerife,
in making fugar; which, however, he does not find a pro-
fitable bufinefs. There are very few other negro flaves in
Tenerife, and fhill fewer in the reft of the iflands.

255, This ifland is about fourteen leagues in length and
nine i breath; and, for the excellence of 1t’s air, water and
productions, weil deferves the name of the fortunate yfand.
But this muft be underftood with an exception, for the S. E.
wind, which is hot and fifling, and comes fraught with
clouds of locufls that deftroy every thing green. This ca-
lamity, however, happens but feldom, and does not laft
long; for the earth foon recovers it's verdure. Gran Canarra
is well watered, and almoft any thing planted 1n 1t will

Proportionof thFive. Though it be fo mountainous, that not above one

arablz land,

Wine,

feventh of 1t’s furface 1s fit for culttvation, it contains more
arable land than Tenenie, Palma, Gomera or Ferro.

226, Much fugar was formerly made 1n Gran Canana;
but fugar-canes have been abandoned for vines, which are
found to be more profitable. The Canary wine is good ;
but not equal to that of Tenerife. The prohibition of ex-
porting provifions from this ifland, and fixing a price on
them, 15 a great check to 1t’s induflry, and tends to produce

{carcity,
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fearcity, the very evil thefe refiriftions are intended to pre- © HXA P.
vent. Palmas, the capital of Canaria, is a well built town,
containing about 6000 inhabitants. The population of the “******
ifland 1s eftimated at 40,000, an uncommonly great propor. Fopdition.

tion of whom live to extreme old age,

257. Palma is about 8 leagues in length, and 6 in breadth, Peine.
It is very mountainous, and, except the Pike, placed, as it
were, on the top of Tenerife, there is higher land in Palma
than in that Ifland. It's produce is much the fame with
that of the other iflands; but it yields much more fugar Prodece.
than any one of them, Palma abounds fo much with fruits,
that the inhabitants, not being able to confume them, and
having alfo plenty of fugar, preferve great quantities as
fweetmeats which they export.—When corn is fcarce, they
make bread of the roots of a {pecies of fern, which, Mr. Fer bread,
Glas fays, is not much inferior to wheat bread.~-Among
the mountains of Palma are pines fit for mafts; but the dif-
ficult conveyance of them to the fhore, renders them too
dear, though the labour itfelf be cheap.—The ifland con-
tains about 30,000 1nhabitants.

os8. Lancerota is 5 leagues long and g broad. The lati- Lewerieeed
tude of it’s centre 29° 8’ N.-Fuerteventura is 27 leagues in 7o
length, and 5 in breadth. The air of both thefe iflands
is excellent, as is proved by the longevity of their inhabit-
ants.  Both of them are almoft defhitute of trees, owing to-
the violence of the N. & N. E. winds, And, what isa more
ferious want, neither of them have almolt any other than
rain-water, which 1s preferved in tanks, or cifterns,.as in the
Weft Indidn ifland of Antigua. But they have plentiful
raiis, and excellent herbage, efpecially in the {pring and
- fummer; but it is fometimes {corched by the autumnal

heats, when the cattle, which had before been fat, lofe their
. fleth.
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Caxanries.

Produce,

Orchella,

afford a very great {upply to Tenerife and Palma. The
{oil 18 hight, and 1s ploughed by a camel and twoafles, which
form no defpicable team; for the afles are uncommonly
large, and formerly ran wild, in fuch numbers in Fuerte-
ventura, and became fo troublefome, that the inhabitants
were obliged, at one time, to deftroy 1500 of them.—On
the fhores of both iflands, abundance of Orchella grows
among the rocks®, This weed is well known to dyers, for

giving

* Ovchella—~Lichen Roccella (Linn, Sp. plant, ed. 2. p. 1622, No, 71.) Muller
fays that the dye of Orchella, is prepared by the urine of men and foda, and that wo-
men’s urine deflrovs 1t's effet; alfo that the colour is not durable in the air or the
fun. (Linn, Nat Syft. nach Houttuynilchen werk Vol, XIIL Part 2. p. 528.)—
M. Hellot fays, that 20,500 quintals of it are annually exported from the Cana-
ries. (L'Art de la Teinture des Laines, Paris 1750.)—It was fold as high as 700 gui.
neas per ton, during the American war, but is now about £'170 per ton.—Dr,
Goflelin has lately difcovered it in the Ifland of Guernfey. (Dickfon's Falcic, 3.
Plant. Cryptogam. Britann, 1793.)—Another fpecies, the Lichen Tartareus (Linn.
Sp. plant. ed. 2. p. 1608. No. 14.) has been long uled in Sweden, and in Scotland,
for dying red, in a domeftic way, (See Linn. & Kalm's Weftgotha Refor} where
the procefsis defcribed ; alfo Sowerbys Engl. Bot. p. 156, where he fays, that the
Lich, Tart. is prepared with vol. alk. and allum, and communicates a purple co.
lour to wool, but not to vegetables.—J. P. Weftring, M. D. has made experiments
for dying different colours, with a variety of Swedith Lichens. The ability and
induftry of this learned gentleman promife many valuable difcoveries, Sece his Me-
moirs in the Ats of the Roy. Acad. of Sc. at Stockholm for 1791, p. 113, 293,
where he fays, that from 8 to goo Skd. or about 128 tons of Lick, Tart, has been
yearly exported from Sweden fince the year 1770 ; but this appears too much for the
ekt 10 yeans, 1t's price has varied from 15 t0 £'30 per Ton, and is now £ 24,

1In 1785, an eminent merchant of Gothenburg, having fmoothed his way, by
means of his MERCANTILE influence, obtained an exclufive privilege for exponing
this article. How far fuch privileges are confiftent with the public good, fee §
136 o feg. Qu. XXV § 142, and § 165.—But praife to Heaven, a liberal and
patriotic government has fince taken place in Sweden. The infruments of cor-

ruplion
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giving a colour, thought by fome to be the Gertulian pur- C B A P.

ple of the ancients.—It 15 remarable that till within the laft '....-)f,-..:

fixty.years, Lancérota produced. no vines : ‘but a volcano “****'*
which then broke out, covering a confiderable extent of
ground with duft and pumice ftones, {o improved it that i¢
has ever fince yieldcd grapes of which a wholefome wine
is made. Bat it is inferior both 1n quantlty and quaht)r b
the wine of Fuerteventura.

259. The two iflands export to the reft of the Cama« Expors.
ries, wheat, barley, Indian corn, cattle, cheefe, fowls, goat-
~ {kins, Orchella, falt and falt-ifh. Their wheat fells for one Wheat better
fifth ‘more than arry European wheat. Formerly they ex- o ™
ported camels to Jamaica, but that trade was prohibited.—
The largeft town in thefe iflands contains not above 200
houfes; and the p0pulatlon exceeds not 10,000 i Fuerte-
ventura, and 800o in Lancerota.

260. A [mall meuntainous ifland, net above 17 lcagues 1 Gomers
circumference. It is blefled with excellent air and water ,
corn fufhcient for it's inhabitants, with every other necefla-
ry, and many of the luxunes, of life, in fuch plenty that, if
the colonifts were encouraged to manufature thewr own
wool and filk, they might live almoft independent on the might beat.
relt of mankind. For their ifland alfo furmfhes every ma- ;‘;’ﬁ inde.
terial for building, except iron, the only asticle they would the s o
find it neceffary to import. In addition to the animals come
mon to the. other iflands, Gomera has plenty of deer, and
produces more mules than any of them. But it ig alfo the
only one in which there are any fnakes, which are, how-

sption are removed, and the prefent adminiftration feems ferioufipintent on the ens
couragement of agriculture, and the real and lafting interefls of the nation.—1 ac-
knowledge that as things now fland in Europe, monopolies may, in certain cale<, be
unavoidable, In:afl cafes, however, they fhould be retained inthe hande-ofithe go-
vernment, who have, or cught to-have, the fame interefls with the nation)

X ever,




150

CHAPD
X.
(WSS

CANARBES,

Hierro or
Lerro.

General ob-
{ervations,
on the Cana-
res.

Climate,

SUB. .

Population.

Humane pe-
Licy of dpain.

.+ . COLONIES IN AFRICA, OY

ever, quite hatmléfs.—In Gomera are reckoned 7000 inha-
tants,

. o61. Ferro is about. 15 leagues 'in circumference. It
abounds with flowers, from which incredible numbers of
bees extra@ great quantities of honey. But the wine 1s {o
poor, that the inhabitants are obliged to make brandy of the
moft of it. Water is extremely fcarce; but inftinct has
taught the fheep and goats, as well as the hogs, to dig up
fern-roots to quench their thirft. The inhabitants are {up-
pofed not to exceed 1000.—Geographers very often reckon
the longitude from the meridian of Ferro,

262, The principal differences in the climates of thefe
iflands, arife from their different elevations above the fea.
For eight months in the year, the fummuts of them all, ex-
cept Lancerota and Fuerteventura, are covered with fnow.
Yet, in their vallies and fhores, the cold is feldom fogreat as
to render fires neceflary.—A very great proportion of the
furfaces of all the Canaries 1s covered with lava, calcined
ftones, and black dult or afhes, formerly emntted by volca-
noes, the remains of which are full very vifible 1n all the
lands, and fome of them, among which 1s the Pike of Te-
nerife, are not yet extingutfhed.

203. The preflent inhabitants of thefe iflands, who amount
to near 200,000, are defcended from a mixture of the Spa-
nith conquerors and the aborigines, on whom the govern-
ment. of that period conferred equal privileges. In confe-
quence of this wile and humane policy, the Spaniards eafi-
ly wcorporated with the natives; fo that their poftenty:
bave long formed but one people*. Hence more good
b foldiers

, !

< ® « How the Spaniards,” (fays Mr. Glas, p. 344.) ** came foon:after, in Ames
rica to aél.1p a quite contrary maaner, is hard to.conceive. Yet the Dutch,French
1" PR . md
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foldiers and failors may be raifed in the Canaries, than in € H A P.

X.
any other Spanith colonies, containing thrice their num- m—

b‘efs : Caxariss,

964. The prefent inhabitants of the Canaries are ftrong Chuncte of

the Canart-
and well made, but more {warthy than the natives of Spain, ans.

The common people wear coarfe woollen cloths, of their
own manufafture, except on holidays, when they appear in
coarfe Englith broad cloth. The gentry, though few of

them are rich, are rather proud, but polite and hofpitable.
Some of them are tolerably well educated and informed.

The Canarians are blind to the impofitions of their priefts ﬁ‘“;{:‘i by
and lawyers; but they are extremely averfe to war, becaufe lawyen, but

: et | ' A
they plainly fee, it ruins their commerce. In the war which perelorar
ended in 1763, they ftrenuoufly endeavoured to procure a

and Englith, far from following the good example of the Spaniards, in the Cana.
rics, have ercéted, in the fugar iflands in the Welt Indics, the moR abfurd and bar-
barous governments that ever exifled in any part of the globe, and which are by ma.
ity degrees worfe than the Spanith governments in America. (* There are but
few negro or other flaves in the Canaries; but, if a mafter treat one of them with
injuftice or cruelty, the flave may ohlige him to {ell him immediately. The fame
law, if 1 am not miftaken, takes place in the Spamfh Welt Indies,” p. 353. Mr.
Glas, was not miflaken; for this and feveral other excellent and efficient regulations
refpefting flaves have fince been proved to obtain, in the Spanith Wefl Indies, See
the Report of the Britith Privy Council, part VI, article * Spain.”) * What
improvement or obedience,” continues ourauthor, * can be expefted in a country
where all the labouring people are flaves, and have no other principle to excite
them to obedience and induflry but the fear of punilhment? which, after all, has ne-
ver vet brought theirlabour to any degree of equality with that of free indigent people,
who have the lole difpofal of the fruits of their labour,"—I fhould rejoice in being
able to repel Mr, Glas's charge of cruelty againft the fugar planters, But I havethe
beft reafons to believe, it is but too well founded. I muft add, however, that the hu.
manity of the French to their flaves (notwithflanding their boafled code noir) does
not much exceed that of the Englifh, und that the Dutch are fil} more brutally cruel

than either. The Spaniards, Pormgucfc and Danesare undoubtcdly the beft maﬁcrs
of flaves, o " ' ’

X 2 neu.
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neutrality for their ilands,—The intercoutfe between the
fexes, before marriage, 1s much reftrained. Hence their
love is romantic, and their matches are difinterefted. ~ Yet
they form more unhappy ones than 1n countries where the
parties are better acquainted, previous to their union.—
Their ideas of religion are fo narrow, that it is extremely
uncomfortable for any but catholics to live among them,
except in Tenerife, where there are indeed a few proteftant
merchants; but the trade with protefiant countries is chief
ly carried on by Infh merchants of the catholic commu.
pion. The bifhop refides in Gran Canaria, and has an an-
nual mncome of about {6000 fterling, In each ifland isan of-
fice of the inquifition who, till very lately, exercifed their
power, and fometimes very much abufed it, independently
on the civil magiftrates.

205. The moft prevalent difeafes are the fpotted fever,
the palfy, and the flatos, a windy diforder, affeCting the
ftomach, bowels and head. There are alfo a few lepers,
All the Canarians are very much fubject to the itch: “ The
caufe of which,” fays Mr. Glas, p. 204, *“ I know not. But
it is certain, that people who dwell in countrics remark-
able for the purity of the air, are more fubjet to the itch
than thofe who live in places where the air is moift and
damp.”

200. The Canary Iflands import from Great Britain,
woollens of various kinds, hats, hard-ware, pilchards, her-
rings, wheat, when fcarce, &c.—From Ireland, beef, pork,
butter, candles and herrings—From North America,
boards, ftaves, beef, pork, hams, rice and wheat, in times of
fcarcity.—~From Bifcay, bar-iron.—From Holland and
Hamburgh, linen of all forts, cordage, gun-powder, flax,
&c.—From Mudlta, cotton manufaftures; but from every

other
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other place, cottons are fubjeét to a duty amounting to a € H A P.

prohibition. The Maltefe are excepted, becaufe the
maintain & perpettial war with the Turks and Moors.—The

exports huve Betn alteady mentioned.—The manufachures
of thefe iflands are taffeties, knit filk hole, filk garters,

quilts and bed covers—~In Gran Canaria and Tenerife; they
make coarfe linens and gauze of Dutch flax. White blan-
kets and coarfe cloths are fabricated in Gran Canaria, from

the wool of that Ifland. A very coarfe cloth is alfo made,
ftom native wool, in the other iflands. In order to encour-

age the filk manufature in the Canaries, the exportation of
their own raw {ilk 15 prohibitéd.

X

y\,, ——d

Canaries.

Minofac-

fue:.

267. The kig's revenue confifts of (1) The royal third of Revens.

the church tithes.~—(2) The monopoly of tobacco and {nuff.
~(3) Amnual acknowledgement of the nobility for their
titles.—(4) A duty of feven per cent. on imports and ex-
ports.~(5) Duty on the Welt Indian commerce of the Ca.
neries,~The antual revenue of all the Hlands, after paying
the expences of coflettion and of the internal government,
brings into the treafury of Madrid about £ 50,600 fterling.
968, It ety be remarked that this fum exceeds the clear
revenue which ever came into the treafury of Great Brit-
ain, from all her American ahd Wéft Indian colontes, in the
infintite ratio of femething to nothing. For I do not know
that Great Britain ever recerved any revenue from etther of
them, except the 44 per cent. duty on fugar, and fome
other enumerated articles, granted by Barbadoes and the
Leeward Hlands o Kimg Charles 11,  tax which now very
much oppreffes thofe poor, old colonies, white the Ceded
Iflands and the opulent colony of Jamaica, pay no fuch tax.
I need not tell the intelligent reader, that all the Britith
taxes on fugar, &c, like thofe on wine, tea and other fo-

rcign
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C H AP reign articles, are ultimately paid by the Britifh confumers;

X

—~— NOt to mention the monopoly-price, often exorbitant, which
CANARE. Weft Indian produce cofls them. Forit is well known that

IsLe pe
Bouzsox.

{ugar, &c. 15 generally much dearer in Great Britain than.in
France, or any other country in Europe, even 1n thofe that
have no fugar colonies. And all this, exclufive of the enor-
mous and endlefs expenfeof defending her colonies, by which
Great Britain has incurred a very great part of her national
debt.—Lord Shefheld, indeed, 1n his Obfervations, afhrms,

that the expenfe of defending the {ugar iflands, by fea alone,
during the American war, coft Great Britain more than the
fee fimple of thofe Iflandsis worth. The only advantage.
which fhe ever derived, from her expenfe of blood and trea-
{ure, was the comparatively infignificant monopoly of the
trade of her colonies. But the only effeét of monopolies,
even when reciprocal and apparently equal, is to enrich
{peculating individuals, at the expenfe of the nattons and
colonies which fland in this unnatural and impolitic con-
nection. Of the truth of this oblervation, the Canary
iflands, as well as thofe of Madeira and Cape Verd, appear
to afford examples, which ought to be viewed as beacons to
warn the undertakers of new colonies 1n Africa, of the dan-
gers to be dreaded from what a great author calls, ¢ the

mean and malignant expedients of the mercantile {yftem,"—
Read Smith’s Wealth of Nations, B.1V.C. VII.

FRENCH?*

269. The Ifle de Bourbon, called originally Mafcarenha,
after 1t’s Portuguele difcoverer, lies about 120 leagues to the

* From Geographie naturelle, &c. de M. Robert, 1777, Tableau de Commerce,
1787, and Walter's Neufle Erdkunde, &c, New Account of Afia, Africa, &c. 1785,

eafl
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eaflt of Madagafcar, in the 211t and 22d degrees of South C H A P.

X.
Jatitude. In circumference, it meafures about 40 leagues, \

M. de Flacourt, Governor of Fort Dauphin and the other por,or,.
French fettlements in Madagafcar, took pofleflion of this

ifland, for his king, in 1654, and gave it the name of Bour-

bon. But his nation made no confiderable fettlement upon

it till 1672. The lfle de Bourbon and the adjacent Ifle de
France have fince been fortified, as flations of refrefhment

for the French Eaft India (hips *.

270. The air of Bourbon 1s falubrious, and the foil very
fertile, and well watered with fprings and fmall rivers,
abounding with fith; fo that, upon the whole, it is a charm-
ing habitation. Befides fupplying it’s inhabitants and the
fhipping with provifions, this ifland exports tobacco, coffee, Exporrs.
white pepper, aloes, cbony, filk, coral, tortoife-fhell, Ben-
zoin and fome other gums.

271. But ofall it's productions, the moft valuable is it's courion and
cotton, which of late, fince the fpinning Machines, and par- otton
ticularly thofe called mules, were invented and improved; ©
has been {pun at Manchefter as far as to 300 hanks, (each
840 yards) and even more, 1n the pound, when common Su-
rat cotton was only brought to 20 hanks. This ftriking dif-
proportion arifes chiefly froma difference in quality; but
s alfo much owing to the Bourbon cotton being .very
clean, and that of Surat fo full of motes and dirt, (fome-
times to half the weight) that it's flaple is broken in

the violent operations neceffary to cleanit+. In fhort, I
have,

* Colonel Bolts, who revifed this ketch of the Iflc de Bcurbon, and the Ifle de

France, fays that at the former there is only a rod-flead; but that the Ile de
France contains two goed harbours.

t Tlas prodigious difference, as far as it depends on the firf} preparation, rmgbt
be
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have known the price of Bourbon cotton as high 2s ¢ fhil-
lings per pound, when that of Syrat was [elling at g pence.
(See § 64.) .

a7e. Thisifland, called alfo the Mauritius, is confiderably
lefs than Bourbon, Their airand climate are very fimular.
The foil of both is equally well watered ; but that of the
Ifle of Franceis the moft flony, though by no means infer-
tile.  There 15 nq noxioys animal 1n either, unlefs we rec-
kon rats fuch; but with them both 1iflands are fo much in.

fefted, that the foldiers in the garrifons are fometimes turn-
¢d out to hunt them*. The ftation for the French Indiamen

15

be avoided, if the cotton were cleaned by the producer, before the hard packing has
incor[wratc& the dirt and motes with it, I have indecd repeatedly meafcd to the
cotton merchants to fend out cleaning’ machines to feveral places, and particularly
to Surat, from whence fo much dirt 1s imported at {o very dear a rate, and the cot-
ton fo much injured by cleaning. But I could never get them to liten to this pro.
pofal. Indeed I havebeen well informed that couton has been thoroughly cleaned
inthe Welt Indies, by hand-picking, which though 3 tedious operation, was done at
about 2d. a pound; but that, in England, it brought not one farthing more, than if it
had not been hand-picked. This 1s far from being the only inflance in which mer-
chants difconrage producers from attempting improvements, (See§ 138.)
- I'havenot mentioned health, that being a matter of litle conlideration among
moft manufatturcrs. I never underflood that the operations on cotton, previous tot's
being thipped for Europe, are injurioys to health, as they are al} performed.in the
open air, or in fheds, and the people are not, as'in Europe, conflantly confined to
any one of the operations. It is, indeed, allowed that even thofe negroes, in the Well
Indies who plant, weed, gather, ginn, clean (peritally, by beating it with rods, on
wooden frames) and fleeve, or pack, the cotton, are generally very heaithy =Rt
1s, however, a melancholy truth, that the poor people employed in cleaning and
earding cotton in Manchefler, feldom live to above 3o years of age. The method
of fpinning certain coar/e numbers, (or forts) of cotton yarn, in, damp- cellars, has al.
fo proved to be extremely injurious to health,

* The garrifons in fome of the Weft Indian Iflands might find imilar employ-
ment. But premiums are there given for killing rats and monkies, both which are
very delliuidive tothe fugar-cancs. In Barbadoes, they give 2d. a piece for rats’

heads,
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is Fort Louts, which 15 well fortified. According to an € H A R

X.
enumeration, in 1776, the Ifle de Bourbon contained 6340 ——

whites, and 26,175 black flaves, chicfly employed in agri- pi ..
culture. The population of the Ifle de France then amount-

ed to pretty nearly the fame numbers of whites and blacks
refpectively.

273. The productions of -thefe two iflands are much the Spiees
fame. But I have great reafon to believe, that a very ma-
terial improvement has, by this time, taken firm root in
both. For, during my ftay at Paris, 19 1787, I was informed
that M. Ceré procured from Ceylon, and planted in the
I{le de France, of which he was governor, 3000 cinnamon
trees, and 10,416 clove trees, 18 of which laft foon ad-
vanced in growth; alfo 18 nutmeg trees, 10 of which have
fince produced 1088 fine nutmegs, fo npe that the wind
fhook them down. From thefe plants, 60 others have been

produced, befides 20 which were partly diftributed in the
Iland, and partly fent to-the neighbouring Iffand of Bour-
bon, and to Cayenne, in S. America. In 1784 there were
in the nurfery 124 more young plants, of which 20 were
ready to be fent abroad. In June 1785, 10 young trees, in
the Ifle de France, yielded 8co nutmegs, and ¢ others had
about soo far advanced. The fame year 24 were fent
to Bourbon and 260 were planted in the nurfery.—~In
1786, the Dutch, in the true {pirit of monopoly (fee §
112 note) fent a vagabond to the Iile de France, to deftroy
thefe plantations, by corrupting the nurfery men. But
prudence, or rather cunning, is not always combined with
vﬂlalny The plot was tlmely difcovered, and doubtlefs

Populauon.

heads, and § ﬂullmgs for thofe of monke) s. A friend of mine tells me he once re.
ceived, in behalf of a black watchman, 15 Dhillngs cur. for rat’s heads,

Y would
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1772, the Count prevailed on the court of France to enter
into his views ; and he was accordingly placed at the head
of the expedition, with a corps of 300 volunteers under
his command. But his prefent fupplies of every kind were
evidently lefs calculated to infure fuccefs, in an undertak-
ing of national magnitude, than to infpire the Count with
confidence in the fair minifterial promifes he received, of
ample future fupport. In the mean time, the mmiltry,
thought proper to refer him to the government of the Ifle of
France, who were ordered to furnith him with fhips and
provifions, and, in every relpedt, to co-operate with him in
the undertaking.

278. In September 1773, the Count landed on the e of
France, there to experience a fucceflion of the moft mortify-

ing difappointments, Whether he there betrayed any

{fymptoms of that ambition which, though it does not ap-

pear to have been ill diretted, was certainly an ingredient
in his charater; or whether, as feems far more probable,
a vile {pirit of intrigue, which, as I my/{elf have experienced,
was perfectly characteniftic of the former French place-
men, tinCtured the charaflers of the governor and intend-
ant, I fhall not prefume to decide. Neztther fhall I attempt
to appreciate the degree of influence which the evident
averfion of the jealous traders of the Ifle of France to any
eftablithment at-Madagalcar, had on the minds of the go-
vernment of that colony. I fhall only mention the fimplé
fact, as eftablithed by the proofs before me, that l:hf:y were,
from the beginning, extremely adverfe to the views of the
Count,

279. After great delay, and a tardinefs fcarcely diftin-
guifhable from the moft infulting oppofition, and which, in
the fervants of an arbltrary government, feems unaccount-

able
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able on any fuppofition favourable to the French miniftry, ¢ H A P.
the Count finally took leave of his dilatory coadjutors, on the x_._),{,.q
2d of February 1774; and, on the 14th, he arrived, with M*2*°*
his troop, not goo effeclive, in the Bay of Antongil, on the

N. E. coalt of Madagafcar.

280. Belore the 5th of September, the Count had con- Builds fort
frufted all the neceflary works on the lands which he had ::ff‘m
purchaled, including a refpeétable fort and a road 6 French
leagues (about 21 Englifh miles) in length, and 24 feet in
breadth. His means were certainly very flender, and, un-
aided by his addrefs among the natives, would have been
quite inadequate. They were, however, greatly fuperior
to thofe with which, as we fhall hereafter fee, Mr. Beaver
lately performed fimilar wonders at Bulama.

281. On the lalt mentioned day (September 5th 1774) he Diftibuc
began to diftribute grounds among his troops, for the com- digs 3 canil
mencement of a vigorous cultivation, on which he feems all
along to have been intent.—From the 14th to the 16th of
February 1775, he was again employed in diftributing lands
of a fuperior quality; for they naturally produced fugar-
canes, cotton, indigo and tobacco.—He had already found
means to engage about 6ooo of the native blacks, whom
he found both willing and expert labourers, to join the har-

" bour with the neighbouring river, by a canal, above an En-.
glifh mile and a half in length, a work which they actually
performed in four days; and, on the gth of March, we
find him agreeing with two ehiefs, for about the fame num-
ber of their men, to make a road towards Angontzi, 63 En-
glith miles in length.

282. Among his other difficulties, the Count unfortunate- oppoted ty
ly had to ftruggle with the hoftility of fome of the chiefs. {ﬁ;‘;ﬁ?:;ri;
Their jealoufy of independence, was originally excited by o

that
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C HXA P. that perfidy and tyranny, which, the Count officially ob-

s ferves, ruined all the former French fcttlements in this

Maoacks: ifland; and which appears, on this occafion, to have been in-
flamed by emiffaries from the Ifle of France. The Count,
however, was not unprepared to meet his enemies.  After
various fkirmifhes, which he could not poflibly avoid, and
in which his troops, or rather his allies, conducted by him-
felf and his officers, were generally fuccefsful, we find him
(April 2d 1775) at the head of 22,000 armed natives. An en-
gagement feemed unavoidable, when the Count propofed
a negociation,in which he fucceeded fo compleatly, that the
adverfe chiefs took the oath of friendfhip, and the day end-
ed in feftivity.~On the 14th of October, he purchafed from
the King of the North, the Ifland of Noflebe on the N. E.

Cloaths bis  coaft, in 5. latitude 13° 1 5'.—November 21ft. Having yet

couryclos received no effe@ual fupplies, and his remaining brave fel-
Jows being almoft naked, he colletted a number of the na-
tive women to {pin and weave cotton cloth; and having
fucceeded 1n tanning leather, he et his fhoe-makers and
taylors to work, and, in a fhort time, compleatly cloathed
his troop.—On the 17th of November, the florekeeper died,
leaving all his account-books blank. He was a man of bad
charatter, appointed by the government of the Ifle of
France, with a view to difcredit and embarrafs the under-
taking.—With a fimilar intention,they fent the Count, on
the 27th of December, only four recruits, and thefe were
notorious vagabonds.

Not ;ﬂ&?ﬂ- 283. On the 14th of March 1776, he had yet received no
Frenchmi-  Order whatever from France.—Augult 24d, he obferves that
| the 1fland enjoyed perfect tranquillity ; that the chiefs of the
whole eaft coaft were united to the eftablithment ; that the

weflt was-ready to join in the common intereft; that agri-
culture
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culture had every where been increafed ; and that nothing € H A F-

.. _ _ , X.
but [upport was wanting to improve this happy junflure.

284. A circumftance muft now be noticed, which ex- M AM*
plains, 1n a certain degree, the conduct of the French mi-

: : : e The Count
niftry, and which, with fome, may ferve to jufhify it.—An reported 1o

aged negrefs, fifty years before, had been flolen from ﬁ:g{?f

Madagafcar, and fold as a flave in the Ifle of France, to- car princels
gether with a princefs of the royal. family of Ramini, the
greatelt and the molt ancient in Madagalcar, and which,
in this long mterval, had become extinh. The Count
brought back this negrefs to her native country; and,
whether by his concurrence or not is uncertain, fhe report-
cd that he was born by the prince{s—the fon of her {orrow-
ful exile. The remembrance of beloved kings, and fympa-
thy with the fuppofed offspring of their unfortunate prin-
cels, were eafily excited in the minds of a people naturally

fufceptible of tender impreflions; and the chiefs, formerly
fubject to the Ramini family, now wearied out with their dif-

fentions, were ready to acknowledge the Count; as their
Ampanfacabe, or fupreme chiet.—Had this circumftance
been known much earlier, the condu® not only of the
Count, but of the French minftry,and the government of the
lle de France, would have been almeft divefted of myfery.
It would then have been apparent, that the Count enter-
tained an ambition, which might have called for the vig-
lance and diretion of the other parties. But flillit would

not have been clear, that his ambition was of that mifchiev-

ous kind which ought to be violently counteraied, far lels

totally reprefled ; -for it really does not appear, that he had

any views'incompatible with the peacé and happinefs of
mankind. ~. | Coe

285, This extraordinary affair (if then firlt known to the

. Count
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¢ H‘(“ ® Count) was noted in his journal, February od 1775, when
_—~ he mentions his determination to take advantage of 1t, and

Miorcass 1o condudt that brave and generous nation to a’ civilized
Ak flate, and the cltablithment of a {:olid and a pcrmancnt' go-
ledged fuch  Vernment, founded on national liberty., At the fame time,
el he laments the blindnefs of the French minifter to the true
interells of his country. Several of the chiefs, foon after-
wards, actually chole the Count as their Ampanfacabe,
made their fubmiflion, and fwore allegiance.
meregated 280. On the 22d of Augult 1776, two commiffaries, Mefl.
ioners from @€ Bellecombe and Chevreau, arrived from France to take
hanee. cognizance of the Count’s proceedings. They digefted

their bufinefs into 25 queries, to which the Count’s replies
were fo perfeltly fatisfattory, that they gave him a dif-
charge for his paft conduct, and accounts, certifying that
he had advanced to the French treafury, 415,000 livres*.

This done, the Count, on the 28th, delivered them his re-
fignation, with which they failed for the Ifle de France.

interefing 287, The queries and anfwers, I think, may fairly
- Bl pe confidered as forming an authentic official document;
and it contains very interefting information, Among many
other important particulars, the Count flates to the commif-
faries, that the fubfidies he received from the chiefs in

1776,

+# The only flatement of receipts and difburfements, inferted in the work before
me, is that which the Count tranimitted to the French miniftry on the 22d March,

1775, Viz,
For levying and tranfporting the regt. of Benyowlky, and fup.  Livres s, d.
plies for trade. .... .. Grevtsestarnrsanssncsacacennnss . 949,049 12 5
Bills of exchange, drawn to the amount of. ................. 113,000 10 9
Total received 455,050 2 8

EXPEND.
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1776, in fugar, indigo, cotton, &c. amounted to g40,000 li- € HAT
vres, and that they can raile 123,000 warriors; that they ..
willingly grant lands to the French, who would be welcome M34¢**
and fafe throughout the whole 1fland, provided no impoli-

tic and impratlicable attempts were made to deprive the na.

tives of their liberties, of which M. de Laly and other

French officers had given them too much reafon to be jea-

Yous; that they are induftrious, and example would make

them more fo, are imitators and difpofed to learn trades,

being already tolerable goldimiths, potters, turners, car-
penters, weavers, &c. but their * moft refpected bufinefs

is the manufaCture of iron and fteel. They are very ex-

pert in fufing the ore and in forging utenfils;” (See § 71)

that their houfes are of wood, fometimes covered with

EXPENDITURES, Livres 5. d.

For the troops, in 1772, 1773, 1774 and to 2o March 1775 141,432 © O

For H. M's [hips, the Poftillion and Coureur. ........... 296,864 6 4
For the colony. Building the governor’s houfe—roads, canals,

forts, &eoovv et ieeiie e Seeerrreateeeens 315916 11§

Supplies to the Ifle of France, in rice and flaves............. 245,412 0 ©

Provifions to feveral of Ho Msthips...ooeniniiiiiiiii. 41,423 11 7

/
1,141,048 12 7
Dedutt the fums advanced 455,050 2 8

585,398 ¢ 11
And alfo the fums advanced by mylelf................ 245,000 © 0

"Neat profit®.......... cerssamesne beeoetirenconsns 440,308 9 11

* This fom is not neat profits  The refult of this account is, that the colony coft the Freach Liv.
455650 3 8 and Liv. 245,000 (which be sdvanced)} making together Liv, 700,650 2 8,
This is not equal to the whole charge or Liv. 854,213 18, But the colony paid the difference, Liv.
153,563 13 4, and alfo fupplied the 1. de France and the king's bhip's with Liv. 136,835 11 7,
This laR fum is the only return, and if taken from the whole fum advanced, will leave Lis,
413,514 10, or the baldnce due to the French government, at this peried of the undertaking.—Note
of the oditor,

Z ' leaves
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leaves, -all neat, and thofe of the Rohandrians, elegant;
that they raife good crops of rice, have vaft numbers of
oxen, fheep, goats and poultry, and trade confiderably, in
produce with the Arabians, &c. that the whole eaft coaft
affords very few f{laves, a trade in whom it would be ne-
ceffary to prohibit; that, in ten years, a colony might be
eftablithed 1n Madagalcar, on the plan ftated below *. F or
other particulars, I mult refer to the work itfelf.

288.

* The Count, 1n his an_fwer to the e5th query of the commiffaries, flates his plan,
the fubftance of which is, that, if the king fupply 600 men, and 200 men at the
end of ‘each of the two following vears, permitting him to chufe hufbandmen in the
troop, to marry with the women of the country, unreftrained on account of re-
ligion; and alfo to import annually 200 foundlings, 12 or 14 years of age, and
likewife Malabar and Chinefe families: in this cafe, a colony would, at the
end of three years, be formed, which, connefted with all Madagafcar, would
begin to have fome value. The expenfe would not exceed a million (of livres)
per year, exclufive of the expenfe of a vellel of 600 tons, another of 200, and
6 galliots, for tranfports and the communication of pofis.~At the end of three
years, the colony would fupport ttelf, and increafe, by the produdt of it’s united
capital of Liv. 3,000,000, till the tenth year, when it would be fufficiently firong to
fear no fudden revolution, and be able, by it’s commerce (which the Count feems
all along to view as a fecondary obje&, to be promoted by no other means than the
culuvation of the country,  See particularly, vol, 2. p. 249, 254) to reimburfe the
expenfes of it's eflablithment,

The Count’s eflimate at p. 347 vol. 2. differs from the above; probably becaufe
hie had not {ufhciently confidered it. The title of the paper, of which it is a part,
fhows what were Ius views, and makes 1t probable, that the paper, itfelf was never
prefented officially to any minifler; for it is not dated,~* Refleions upon the pro.
se€t of a colony at Madagafcar, in cafe any power fhould adopt the fyflem of civilsz
ation, founded on the bafis of an alliance.”” OF the eflimate, which forms the firft ar.
ticle, the following is an abflraét.—The colony of Madagalcar may be formed, in ten
years, with Liv. 3,000,000 and 720 military fent the firflt year; 2co yearly for the
2d and 9d years; and 150 yearly for the 7 following years; exclufive of an annual
*mporzation, for the whole 10 years, of 120 European hufbandmen, g0 creoles, and
50 natives of India or China, In all, about 4170 perfons who, fays the Count,
" will annually produce 600 children, the total of whom, at the end of the tenth year,

will
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288. But the Count, on quitting the French fervice, does © HXA P
not feem to have abandoned his profpefts in Madagafcar, «——
Several chiefs, he tells us, required him to affume the go- Maoacas.

vernment. Accordingly, a congrels was {fummoned, and cAL.
on the gth of O¢t. 1776, the Count actually faw above thir- Hateds

figns his Fr.,

ty princes and chiefs, and at leaft 50,000 of their people mznldﬁ:n
proftrated before him, as therr liege lord. The oath (or clred An-

rather engagement) indited by the chiefs, in their own '
language, having been thrice read aloud, was figned, in

name of the nation, by Hiavi, King of the Eaft; Lambouin,
King of the North; and Raffangour, Rohandrian of the Sam.

barives. Inftead of an appeal to Heaven, it contained this
remarkable fantion, “ Curfed be our children who fhall Singolar
not obey our prefent will.—May the moft horria flavery e et
confound them.” They acknowledge, however, and adore orth.

one-God, the Creator and Preferver of all things; for Raf. Native ic.

. . . _ knowledge
fangour, an aged chief, opened this meeting, with a [hort, oaz God.

but truly eloquent fpeech, which began thus, * Blefled be

will amount to 6ooo creoles, and 3370 Europeans, a fufficient number to fix the epock

of a colony.” Thefe lalt are the Count’s own words, which 1 have inferted, hecaule
they fmply an approbation of the foil and climate, which more efle&ually con,
vince me of their general excellence, than the dire encomiurs he often befiows
on both. The mortality of his troops proves nothing againil the chmate; for,
apprehend, if they had been landed on any coafl in the world, and had expenenced
the fame fevere labour, and equal hgrdfhips, of every kind, the very fame mortality
would bave enfued.—For want of time and rocm, I have omitted many fafts; but the
Count's bill of mortality I really have forgotten; and the page, where it hould have
flood, being printed off, 1 hope to be excufed for inferting it here. His corps onginal-
ly confifted of 300 men levied in Old France (p. g6) and he appearsto have received
fome few recruits from the 1flc de France. In 1774, there died 113 of hismen, in
1775, only 11 {Val. 1L, p. 289.) In particular, on OE. gd 1775, there was not 2
man fick. The fate of health, in 1776, does not appear.~—The Count loft his only

for. in Madagafcar, he and the Countels narrowly elcapirg.—DBut the hrft hardfhips
experienced there, have leldom been exceeded,

Z 2 Zahan-
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C H AP Zahanhar (God) who has returned to his people. Bleffed be

_—~~ the law of our fathers, which commands us to obey a chief

Masagase - 4o fcended from the blood of Ramini. Our fathers and our-
felves have experienced that difunion is the punifhment of
God.” &c. (Sec Memoirs, Vol. II. p. 264.) The Count
feems to have horne his new dignity with moderation; for,
inftead of grafping at the extenfive power exercifed by
former Ampanfacabe’s, he propofed a conflitution, which
feems to have been well calculated to promote the happi-
nefls of a people imperfectly civilized, and 1n which the
chiefs unanimoufly acquiefced. |

Chiesem- 989, On the 23d of OCt. the fame three chiefs, in name

Nt :.2:? ? of the « kings, princes, chiefs and people of the north and

rrance, & eaftern coafts of Madagafcar,” figned full powers to the
Count, as their Lord Ampanfacabe, to go to Europe, and
from treaties of alliance and commerce, with the King of
France; and, in cale he fhould not accept the offer, with
any other European king, or nation, The Ampanfacabe,
on his part, engaged them to acknowledge, in his abfence,
Raffangour, the prefident of the new fupreme council, or,
he failing, the Chief Sancé, a mulatto.

He embarks -~ 290. On the 14th of Dec. 1776, the Count, having affifted

" the French commandant at Louifbourg* with his advice,

embarked on board a French fhip, for the Cape of Good
Hope, on his way to Europe; the native chiefs and he fhed-
ding tears of affeCtion and regret, and mutually blefling
each other, in the name of Zahanhar.

The Frech 291, Here the Count’s journal ends, and, before we no-

inifter’s : : . : : *
atrottions, tice his few remaining tranfaGtions, of which we have ac-

&G,

COLONIES IN AFPRICA, ON

* Thuis place 1 often mentioned tn the Count’s journal, being the name of the
sown he founded, as appears by one of the plates, where it would appear allo, that
he ficfl impofed the name, a circumflance not mentioned, [ think, 1n the journal,

counts
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counts, it feems but fair to infért a few particilars, from the C ¥ A P.

annexed letters of the French miriifters.~From that of the .

minifter, M. de B. to Mefl. de T. and M. Governor and Jn, M*22°**"
tendant, of the Ifle de France, dated Mar. 19th 1773, it ap-
pears, that the chief end onginally propofed by forming this

colony, was the fupply of the I. de France, with provifions.
The Count had a duplicate of this letter,as containing inftruc-

tions for him, as well as M. de T. and M. and he is ftriétly or-
dered to employ mild negociation alone, with the Malgachees,
or natives.~T he fublequent letters are addrefled to the Count,
by the minifter M. de S. In that dated Verfailes, July 1th
1775, M. de S. admits, that all former attempts have been
attended with great violence to the Malgachees. He en,
joins pacific meafures towards them, the prefervation of the
Count’s own people, and the ftnéteflt ceconomy.—March
soth, 1777, M. de S. repeats his pacific injun&ions; becaufe
the chief obje&s are agriculture and commerce, which, de-
pending on the exertions of the natives, they muft, there-
fore, be conciliated and civilized.—April 6th 1777, The
fame injunftions are repeated; and M. de S. expreffes his
difapprobation of the Count’s acrimonious contefts with the
admimftration of the Hle de France.—Thefe two letters,
dated in 1777, the Count could not have received, in Mada-
galcar, which he left in 1776 (See § 290.)—The laft minifte-
rial difpatch to the Count, ts not dated; but it ends with a
paragraph, which fomewhat elucidates the condut both of
the Count and of the numlh'y —<¢ | have read with Plﬁa Curious pa-
fure,” fays M. de S. “ your refleQtions refpecting the coro. "1™
Ny at Madagafcar. 1 thnk with you, that the flave-trade
would be 1t's ruin, and that all the views ought to be dire(t-
ed to trade and agriculture, I had already configned thefe
truths, in the particular inftruftions of Mefl. de Bellecombe
and Chevrcau (the commiffaries, fee § 286) “ fo that you

will
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will not have had any difficulty in bringing them to approve
your prineiples, which do not differ from mine. I do not
much differ from you, with regard to the Europeans; but
this queftion will not be entirely refolved, i/l I can pofitive-
iy affure you, that His Majefly intends to have a coLony
Madagafcar”—The only comment which this paragraph
feems to require, I have anticipated, in § 278. But, how-
ever inconfiftently M. de S. talks of the Madagalcar colony,
it would be wrong to accufe him of having TaLKED, for feven

years, about prohibiting the flavé-trade; while another Eu.

ropean minifter, without talking about it at all, has actually
adopted an effectual plan for it’s abolition, as will befeen, in
the 2d part of this work.

202. But, to difmifs mimfterial maneuvres—the laft pa-
pers in the Count’s Memoirs are “ A Declaration,” &e. and
“ Propofals, &c.” to the mimftry of His Britanmic Majelty, to
be prefented at London, Dec. 25th 1783.” But whether or
not they ever were prelented, does not appear. In thele
papers, the Count refpectfully reprefents, inter alza, That,
having fucceeded 1n forming a colony for France, in Mada-
gafcar, the French mimftry {ent orders to him to change
the {yftem of alliance agreed upon, into an unlimited {ub-
miflion of the chiefs and people of the ifland, a violation of
treaty which induced him to renounce the fervice of
France: (To this change of fyfltem, the Count alludes in his
anfwer to the 25th query of the commiffaries.) That the
chiefs and people, having conferred on him the charge of
fupreme judge and chief of the nation, had empowered him
to form . connections 1n Europe, for trade or friendfhip:
That, having fince been violently perfecuted by the French
miniftry, he had entered into the fervice of His Imperial
Majeity, in hopes of obtatning his afliftance for Madagafcar;

but, that the emperor not being difpofed to promote his
VIews,
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views, he had, two years before, regularly quitted his fer- C H A P.

. : . | X.
vice. And, now, inthe name of an amiable and worthy na-

tion, he propofes-and fubmits to His Britannic Majefty, to MA2*°**
acknowledge him Suzerain (Lord Paramount) of Madagaf-

car; the interior government, and all the regulations of civi-

lization, police, cultivation and commerce, remaining inde-
pendent ; the chiefs and people being only vaffals to His Ma-

jefty. In this quality, they engage to furnifh His Majefty

with 5000 men, to att in India, under their own officers, Offens so00
fubjeél to the orders of His Majefty’s Generaliflimo, and ?éi:r . d
9000 feamen, to ferve in India, on board the Britifh men of ™™
war, which they oblige themfelves to victual, &c. &c. (The

Count, in his anfwer to the 22d query of the commifharies,

flates, that the iflanders are accuftomed to navigation.)

293, Being 1gnorant of the fate of the Count’s “ Declara-
tion” and “ Propofals,” and whether they ever came before
the Britith minmiftry, I mult now turn to Mr. Nicholfon's
well written preface, where the Count’s remaining tran-
fattions, together with his final cataftrophe, are recorded.

The {ubftance of both 15 as follows.

204. The Count and his family, with fome affociates, ar- The . fik
rived at Baltimore in Maryland, July 8th 1784, in the Ro- to Balimore.
bert and Ann, Capt. M‘Dougall, from London, with a cargo,
fuited to the Madagaicar market, worth near {4000 fter.

This feems to have been fubfcribed in London; for Mr.
Nicholfon tells us, that the late celebrated Mr. Magellan,
with a {pirit of enterprize worthy of his name, contributed

a very confiderable fum®. A refpeétable houfe in Balu:

* ] have been told- that Mr. Magellan was lineally defcended from the famous
Portuguefe navigator, who difcovercd the Straits which bear his name.~The Count

left with Mr, Magcllan, the MSS, of which Mr. Nicholfon formed the Memours,
dee Preface, p. 2.

IMOrC
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more, furnifhed the Count with a thip of 450 tons, carrying
20 guns and 12 fwivels; the fhip and ftores amounting to
above { 4oco fter. exclufive of the goods brought from Lon-
don. On the 25th of OCt. 1684, the Count failed for Ma.

more to M- dagafcar, leaving his family in America, on account of the

dagafcar;

lands in

Madagaicar,

pregnancy of M= de Benyowiky. Every on¢ on board
was, by agreement or oath, fubjett to his abfolute com-
mand; though the captain and fupercargo were to affift him,
and to bring back the fhip. He did not put in at the C. of
Good Hope, probably for the fame reafon which, as we
fhall foon fee, induced Colonel Bolts alfo to pafs by it,
namely, the fear of alarming the commercial jealoufy of
the Dutch.

295. The Count firft touched at Sofala, where he remain-
ed fome time, for refrefhment: and, on the gth of July, 1785,
anchored in Antangara Bay, 10 leagues SW. of C, St. Se-
baftian, in Madagafcar, and the cargo having been landed
there, the Count intending to go over land to Antongil Bay,
whither the fhip was to proceed. It appears, by letters, that
the Count’s old friend, the King of the North, came to pay
his refpetts, and the chief of the Seclaves, his former, ene-
my, with a body of men encamped near the Count, who
propofed to him the ufual oath, which the chief declined.
The mafter’s proteft fiates, that, on the night of the 1ft of
Aug. a firing was heard and {een on fhore, at the Count's
encampment; that at day light neither white men nor ef-
fefls were to be feen; that their own danger, and the pro-
bability that the Count and his party were cut off by the
natives, compelled them to fet fail for the Ifland of Joan-
na; and that at Oibo, on the oppolfite continent, the {uper-
cargo fold the fhip.

200.
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- 206. A letter from a man on board, ftates that the writer C AA P,
and another perlon, though not convinced that the firing was

from the natives, were forced to fign the proteft. A letter M*220**
from an officer, brought prifoner to the I, de France, after the .
deftruction of the Count’s party, confirms the preceding,
“ a5 far” fays Mr. Nicholfon, ““ as relates to the deftruc-
tion of the Count and his party, oy the French.” The writer
mentions the firing in the mght ; but, contrary to the pro-
teft, affirms that the fhip failed away 1n fight of thole on
thore, who could not.overtake her in the country boats.
From this letter, it appears, that the Count, at the head of a
body of natives, commenced hoftilities againft the French,
by feizing their ftore-houfe at Angoutzi. Here he began to
build a town in the country manner; and thence detached
100 men to feize their faCtory at Foul Point, who defifted,
on feeing a frigate at anchor there, On being informed of
thefe tranfations, the government of the Ifle de France fent
a fhip with 6o regulars, who landed and attacked the Count,
on the 23d of May 1786, in a redoubt he had conftruéted,
mounting two cannon, and where he, with two Europeans,
and g0 natives, waited their approach. The blacks fled, and killed,
and Benyowlky, receiving a ball in his breaft, fell behind
the parapet, whence he was dragged by the haur and ex-
pired in a few minutes.
297, The laft mentioned letter, Mr, Nicholfon ob-
ferves, “ in many rcipefls, feems to want explanation;”
like the protelt and the other Jetters, relative to the Count's
unhappy end. From fuch materials, it was impoffible even
for the abilities of the editor, to extrat a confiltent ac-
count; nor would the Court of France have derived much
credit from a fair ftatement of a tranfattion which, I have
good reafon to believe, could not bear the hight, The to-
Aa tal

1§ atta Ckfdl
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¢ H}A P tal concealment of deeds, of which the witnefles are necels
v~ fanly numerous, cannot be effected, cven by an arbitrary
Madicis - iniftry ; and, to their machinations, the deftruétion of the
bravc'Benyowﬂ‘y, was univerlally attributed, when I was
by orderof  at Paris, 1n 1787. But this did not fatisfy my curiofity, re-
'.,'::uiii“‘" fpectirig the fate of fo diftinguifhed a friend to Africa, I
mdde particular enquiry, and was affured that the miniftry
ordered out a frigate to fecure the Count, alive or dead;
but the particular minifter who iffued the order was not
mentioned. This information I received from Monl. Hall,
one of Europe’s firft artifls, a near relation of the com-
mander of the frigate, who, of courfe, was obliged to exe-
cute, and, I have not a doubt, did execute his orders. This

was what I chiefly withed to know; and 1t would have been
mdelicate to trouble a gentleman, fo conneéted, with minute
queftions. He faid, however, that the Count aimed at the
{overeignty of Madagalcar, independent of the French; but
he was far from impeaching him, in other refpects, and
candidly admitted, that he pollefled confummate bravery
and ablity.

Ciownr 208, Thefe qualities fune confpicuous in every page of

I':r?;:isvezf the Count’s hiftory ; which alfo exhubits marks of other vir-

b chataler. - pes, more to be regarded, than the vague affertions of per-
fons, who have obvious reafons for wilhing him to be thought
the tyrant and the robber. But a very different charaler
appeared, in his earneft and fuccefsful endeavours to indnce
fome tribes of the natives, to abandon thetr crimnal prac-
tice of facnficing deformed chidren, and thofe born on
unlucky days—a reform, however, of which M= de Ben-
yowlky ought to fbare the prafe. The deteftation with
which he fpeaks (p. 352) of the © amd;ty injuftice and op-
prelﬁan of the wlurpers and tyrants,” who conducted

former
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former attempts in (or rather on) Madagafcar, and his re-
figning, rather than violate 2 treaty, by attacking the li-
berties of the natives<if thefe circumftances account, as
they partly do, for the numbeér of :his enemies, his
friends may alfo infilt on them, as marks of ‘a noble, hu-
mane, and generous difpofition, © They may infift, fll
more flrongly, on the attachment of his officers and men
(“ my poor fellows,” p. 201) in the molt trying conjunQures,
and even when he appeared to be dying of a tedious illnefs
(p. 283) and when nothing but an ardent affection to their
leader, not to fay an admiration of his virtues, could have
kept them within the limits of difcipline.—In fhort, Mr.
Nicholion, who had all the letters and documents before
him, declares, that he has “ not yet feen any thing againft
the Count, which will not bear two interpretations, or which
has not been written by men who contradiét each other, and
had an intereft in traducing him.”"—{ muft add, that, for
aught I ever heard to the contrary, the Count de Ben-
vowlky, deferved a better fate. Nay, I am clearly of opi-
nion, that his condu& in Madagafcar, deferves no fmall por-
tion of admiration, and evenofrefpect : and, all things duly
confidered, I {ee no reafon, why a monument might not be
ercfed to his memory, infcribed MAGNIS TAMEN EX-
CIDIT AUSIS.—But, after all, I with my readers to perufe
the “ Memoirs,” and to judge for themfelues, of the charalter
there exhibited ; efpecially as I have only examined that
part of the work which relates to Madagafcar, In order to
afift perfons in forming their conclufions, who may not
have time to read this inftrutive piece of bxography, 1hiave

inferted the dates in this epitome.
209. Some may think, that I have commented rather too
[reely on the condu&t of the French mimftry. Far, far be
Aaz it
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C HXA P. it from me, to imitate the immediate’ deftroyers of Ben-
«w—— YOwlKy, whoever they were, by infulting the mighty fallen
Mavacas (Gee § 206 at the end). But it was abfolutely neceffary
that the failure of this colonial enterprize thould be traced
to its true fource, and not attributed as ufual, to the climate,
the conftant excufe for European perfidy and violence,
within the tropics, efpecially in Africa.  The benevolent
profeflions of the miniftry towards the natives of Madagal-
car, may have once been finceret; but minifterial benevo-
lence 1s evanefcent, and, in modern prattice, muft always
give way to expediency. It was expedient for the French
miniftry, to change thesr fyflem, refpecting Madagafcar. It
is alfo expedient, or convenient (fee Johnfon’s Diét.) that, if
poflible, a diftin&tion fhould be eftablifhed between the
minifler and the man. Accordingly 1t 15 allowed, by fome,
that certain minifters, whofe plans have been pernicious to
mankind, were yet very good fort of men; and my opinion
of M. de S. though as good as 1t fhould be, upon the whole,
would be much improved, were it poflible for me to con-
ceive, that an arbitrary mmifter could deviate into evidently
crooked pathis, without carrying the man alorig with him,
Benyowfky fhowed the minifter what he thould have done,
rather than violate a facred principle.—The Count dared to
be confiftent, and refigned ; but he was a foldier, not a m:-
niffer—Yet I fincerely with it were credible, that the
French miniftry were not concerned in the foul treatment

of Benyowiky, ‘But truth and Africa‘are more dear to me

t Lam forry that I happened to omit, in its proper place, that M. de S, in his
difpatch 10 the-Count, of April 6th 1777 (and which the Count could not have
received in Madagalcar ) exprefles much concern that he fhould have loft fo many
men in filling up a marth; a circumflance whick the Count alfo mentions in his
journal.

than

i
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than the reputation, either of the Count or the Miniftry: ©
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and I fear that their conduét to him cannot be even politi- ,
cally jultified, without impeaching their wifdom.—--The MoAe*>

American troubles were coeval with the Madagafcar colony.
The miniftry dropped the fubRance, and fuatched at the
fhadow. Negle€ting Madagalcar, with her valuable and in-
crealing produttions * and her three millions of docile and
ingenious people, + they lurked behind the mafk of profe-
fions, for, what they thought, an opportunity of humbling
Great Britain. The confequences to France have been al-
ready hinted at. But Britain, difencumbered of her finan-
ctal burden, and having her ftrength concentrated, rofe fu-
perior to the blow, and has fince refumed, and, if undif-
turbed by war, was long likely to maintain, her refpe&abi-
lity among the nations. Her aftonithing reftoration, I
think, ought, in candour, to be partly alcribed to the dif-
tinguithed ability and induftry of the ftatefman who has

* Having, under the preceding articles, enumerated the molt valuable produc.
tions of the continent of Alfrica, it did not feem necellary to dwell on thole of
Madagafcar, which are very much the fime. But,as the natives are far Iéfs har.
1afled by the flave-trade, and upon the whole, more civilized ; the produce of their
labour is proportionably more abundant, This is evident from the great quamitics
and value of provifions, &c. exported and fupplied to thipping, by the Count See
the flatement of charge and dilcharge above inferted. -

A relpeBable inetcliant in London, of great expetience in the French Eaf India
commerce, aflures me, that the cotton ofthe éalt coalt of Madagalcar is fully equal
to that of Bourbon ; and that a great- part of the cotton-which comes to Europe,
under the name of Bourbon cotton, is cither I'mugglcj from the Eafl Ind:es or
brought regularly from Madagalcar into Bourhan, where it is.flored and repacked
for exportation to Europe. For an account of the Bourbon cotton fee § 871,

+ See Memoirs, vol. ¢, p. 997. This, however, can be but 2 vague conjefture
selpefling the population,

fince

CAR.,
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fince condu@éd her finances,—What thould I {ay more of
ftatefmen and of their abilities or infirmities, but « Alas !

poor human nature?”

DUTCH,

300. The Dutch Eaft India fhips began to frequent the
Cape, about the year 1600; but 1t was not till 1650, that
Van Riebeck, a furgeon, firft difcovered the advantages that
would refult from forming a regular colony there. On re-
turning to Holland, he prefented a memorial on the fubjed,
to the dire&tors of the Dutch Eaft India company, who ap-
proved of his propofal, and ordered four fhips to be equip-
ped for the Cape, with fome artificers, a few colonifls, and
the neceflary tools and ftores.  Van Riebeck was appointed
admiral of this fleet,and governor of the new colony; trufts
which he fulfilled with fuch fidelity and fuccefs, that he
well deferves to be recorded, as founder of that important
eftablifhment.

g01. In executing this defign, the directors alted with a
degree of wifdom and difintereftednefs, too feldom found
in the reprefentatives of joint flock companies, and for
which, 1n many other inftances, the conduét of their prede-
ceflors and {ucceflors have not been very remarkable.
They authorized Van Riebeck, to purchafe territory from
the natives, which he did, with goods to the amount of

* This fketch of the colony at the Cape is compiled from Mortimer's Di&t. of
Trade and Comm. 1776.—Menzel's Befchreibung von Cap de Bonne Efper. 1783.
~—Das merkwurdigfte aus den beflen Befchreibungen von Cap 1787.—Tableau de
Commerce, 1787, —Forfter’s Voy, round the World, 1777, and Sparrman’s Voy,
to the Cape of Good Hope, Perth edition.

50,000
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50,000 guilders.—in the choice of colonifts, their difcern- © ¥ A ¥-

ment and prudence were copfpicuous. They fuffered 10 e

thieves and flrumpets to potfon the infant fociety with the ¢ f{:,:’.m
vices for which they had been expelled from Europe. But, oy i,
by advantageous promufes, faithfully performed, the com- ofcolonits.
pany induced laborious peafants, and honeft artificers to
emigrate to the Cape®. They defrayed the expenfes of the
voyage ; and provided the colonifts with {ubfiftence, tools,
implements of agriculture and cattle. Toeach, they gave a
portion of Jand, on condition that, in three years, he fhould
have culttvated enough to enable him to fupport himfelf,
and to contribute to the defenee of the colonyt. They alfo
agreed to bring back to Europe, gratss, thofe to whofe con-
fitutions the climate might be -unfavourable, and who had
full liberty to difpofe of their effeéts to the beft advantage.
Yor the reception of the colonifts, the company erefted vil-
lages, each containing 20 houfes, a church, an hofpital, a
town-houfe and a public kitchen-garden. To furnith the

colony with females, girls from the orphan-houfes in Hol-

* Since 4 wrote § 128 and (a9, I bave heard it objé&cd. that, in time of war, it
would be improper to encourage colonization; as the peopic who might be expefi-
cd to become colonifs, are wanted for the armies.—The objeflors, however, would
do well to recolle®, that, of all people, thofe who are difpofed to become foldiers
are, generally fpeaking, the moft unfit for any new colonial undertaking ; and that
{uch bemg taken off by the war, a greater proljomon of lober and 1ndufirious per-
fons will be left, from among whom to make 2 prudent feledlion. Befides, that the
war itfelf, and (he general pofture of public affaics, have difpofed many worthy peo-
ple, throughout Europe, to embark in any undertaking, likely 1o afford them more
peace and fecurity than they expe to enjoy in their refpeflive countries.

t The company, however, at prefent, never part with the property of the land;
but rent it at the annual sate of about 25 dollars, for every 6o acres, *

land,
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c HXA P. land, were fent out, with fuperintendants to educate them

\ s at the Cape; and, on their marriage, the company alligned

¢ ﬂ';ﬁ‘f“" them {mall dowrnies.

Expenferery  302. 1he expenfe mcurred by the company, in eflablifh-
B ing this colony, has been immenfe—not lefs, it hath been
computed, than a million of guilders annually, for the firft
20 years ; and in, 1713, above {ixty years after it's firft fettle-
ment, it fhll continued to be chargeable. But feldom has
the property of a joint-flock company been fo beneficially
employed ; for all difficulties are now furmounted, and the
colony amply repays the expenfes of it’s eftablithment,
niiclies  303. Thofe difficulties were of a kind which nothing fhort
:;;’;f;'&' " of cool, Dutch perfeverance could have overcome. This
extremity of Africa confifts of black and barren mountains
of granite, without any volcanic produttions. The cult-
vated fpots near the town, are of ftiff clay, with a little fand
and [mall ftones; but towards Falle Bay, the arable foil is
almoft entirely fandy. The colony of Stellenboth is faid to
have the beft {oil of any at the Cape, but even that produces
no very extraordinary proofs of natural tertility*.—Lions,
leopards, tyger-cats, hyznas, jackals, and feveral other wild
bealls, infell the Cape, now and then, even to this day.
Climate. 304, Yet this country is not without it's advantages.—
The air and water, as in molt other mountainous traéts, are
good, in the fame proportion as the foil 15 bad. Though
the fummer heats are fometimes exceflive, the winters are

fo mild that ice 1s fcarcely ever feen about the town. But,

* The Dutch have, firitly fpeaking, four colonies in this part of Africa, namely

the Cape, properly fo called, Stellenbofh, Drakenflein and Waveren, The farms in
many places are very much fcattered.

on
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on the mountains, efpecially far inland, there are hard © H AT
frofts, with fnow and hail ftorms, The climate, however,
upon the whole, is fo falubrious, that the inhabitants are G oo
rarely troubled with any diforders more ferious than colds,
caufed by the fudden changes of air, from the ftrong winds,
to which the Cape is expofed at all feafons; and firangers

foon recover from the fcurvy and other complaints.—The
fupport of fo many wild beafts, implies the exiltence of nu- Animals
merous tribes of milder animals; and accordingly an afto-
nithing variety, from the mighty buffalo and camelopard,
to the leaft of the beautiful genus of antelopes, and many
fmaller quadrupeds, are common, in this part of Africa.

The elephant, rhinoceros and hippopotamus, formerly
came within a fhort diltance of the Cape; but they have

been fo much hunted, and are fo feldom feen at prefent,

that the government have iffued an order againft Killing

them, within many milés of the town*.—The neighbouring

feas and bays abound with excellent fith.—I know not mea.
whether the metallic ores of the interior mountains ought to

be mentioned as an advantage ; as 1t does not appear, that

the colonifts can work them with profit, on account of their

remote and rugged fituation. Some tribes of Hottentots,
however, extralt both copper and iron from the ores they

find in their native mountains. See § 71, 287. But the grand 4 pagion for
advantage of the Cape, at leaft that which appeared fuch in Pyt
the eyes of the Dutch Eaft India company, was 1it's conveni

ent fituation, as a place of refrefhment for their fhips; and,

in this view, the bare infpeiion of a map of Africa, fhows

* The flefh of the hippopotamue, is eaten at the Cape. In Mr Forfler’s opinion,

it's talte i that of coarfe beef, but the fat rather refembles marrow. It's tufks ace
the belt of ivory,

Bb 1it's
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it’s fuperiority to all other parts of that continent. Bat it’s
fituagion and climate are not new 1t's only excellencies, as a

C. oF qun port ofrefrment for it abounds WIth | varlety of the

E xports.

Farming,

Tenure of
]md ]

beft greens and fruits, and, i particular, with fome of the
fineft grapes and oranges 1 the world—articles peculiarly
proper for feamen after long voyages. |

105. The prodigious expenle, and the perfeveriag atten-
tion which this colony colt, during the uncommonty tedious
period of 1t’s helplefs infancy, began at lalt to fhew their ef-
fells, in the exportation of a little furplus corn. But, hav-
ing fince aryived at a [tate of comparative maturity, the
Cape not only fupplies the fhips-of all nations, which touch
there, with neceflaries and comforts, in abundance, and at
moderate prices; but [upplies all the Dutch, and fome fo-
reign, Afatic fettlements, with great quantities of corn,
flour, bifcuit, wines of various forts, brandy, butter, cheele,
and falted provifions.—No country feeds a greater number
of cattle than this, nor 1s their flefh any where cheaper or
better. An ox commonly weighs from 500 to 6ealb. A
farm may make from 1500-t0 gecolb. of butter, anpually,
Many feed from 1000 to 6 or 8aco fheep, and a few have as
far as 15,000, and cattle 1n proportion,

306. The Dutch Eaft India company feem, for fome time,
evidently to have difcouraged all new fettlers, by granting
no lands in private property, and by prohibiting -the
farmers from fixing their habitations within a mile of each
other; though many parts of the country are fo barren,
that lefs land than a fqyare mile, (640 Englith acres) would
fcarcely make a proper grazing farm. The company are
certainly more folicitous, at prefent, to promote their Ealt
Indian commerce, than the preductions of this floursthing,

but ftill improveable, colony : otherwife, not only the cul-
tivation
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tivation, but the manufalture, of feveral valuable articles, CH A 2.
might be introduced with-advadtage. Dr. Sparcoxm ¥, who lx, -y
makes thig remark, gives. feveral himts for the mteynal ime. © 7S
provement of the coldny ; but, being merely locil, it is
untieceffary to infert them, efpecially as the compary, while

they contirtue to attend almoft exchirfively to commerce,

are not likely to pat them in pradlice,

301, Stith the condwél of the comsparty, or, perhaps MOTE Dutch
properly, of their” predecefiors, has been Rberality itfelf, :;i‘;‘;gff

when compared with the extorbon and oppreffon. of the tated.
Cape Verd company of Portugal. (Ses § 734) * We
ivere not alittle pleafed” Rays Porfler, « with the contraf}
between this eolony and the Pdetuguett ifland of S, Jage.
There we had taken netice of a tropical country, with a to-
lerable appeavatice, and capable of ipsovement ; but utter-

Iy négledted by ic's lazy and oppoéficd intwbitants, Here,
onthe contrary, we faw a neay, well built town, all white, Capeown,
rifing n the widlk of a defest, furwunided by broken
maffes of black and dréary mountains; or, in other words,

the pifture of fuccelsful mduftey.” The town contains

many ftore:Houfes of the Ddtwty Eaft India company, and
tolerable fmiﬁbgtim Here, a5 in- other Dutch towns,

-] cannathielp wrmrlcribivg from D, Forfter's ¢oyage; which lies open before me,
his account of my friend and fellow traveller, which I can pronounce to be equally
libesal ardjull, - We were fortunate enough,” fays he, * to umet with 2 man
of feience, Dr, Sparrman, at this-place, who, after fudying under the father of
botany, the great Linng, had-made a voyageto China, and another to the Cape, in
purfuit of knowledge, The idea of gathering the treafures of natute, in countries.
hitherto nsknown to Europe, filled his mind fo entirely, that he immediately engag-
ed to accompany us, 08 our ciscumnavigation; wm the courfe of which, 1 am proud.
to [ay, we Iavefound him an-emhuliall in his fcience, well verfed 1o medical know.-
ledge, and endowed with 2 heart capable of the warmefb feclings; and mhy,ol 2
philofopher,” Voyage round the World, Vel. L p. 67.

Bbo their
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CHAP. their genius manifefts itfelf in rows of treés and canals;

..._i(;_; though experience proves the noxious effefts of flagnant

C0F 5900 yater; efpecially-in hot climates, and moft fatally at Bata.
via.—The company's flaves are lodged and boarded, in a
fpacious houfe.—The large holpital for the Eaft Indiamen, is
generally pretty much crowded. For thefe thips fometimes
carry 6, 7 or 800 men, to {upply the regiments in India;
and their confined fituation, and fhort allowance of water
and falt provifions, make fuch havock among them, that it
1s not very uncommon for an Indiaman, fo freighted, to
lofe, between Europe and the Cape, 80 or 100 men, and to
fend 2 or goo to the hofpital. It is a lamentable fact, that the

Moraliy of facility with which the Zeelverkoopers (Soul-mongers) in-

;“b;‘gﬂ:f; veigle thefe unfortunate people, makes the company’s fer-

Sal-mger. yants more indifferent than they fhould be about their pre-
fervation*. They are plentifully {upplied, however, with
an antifcorbutic diet, which, with the air of the place, cer-
tainly contributes more to their recovery than their doftors,
who drench them al/, indifcrimiately, with the cheap con-

tents of two or three huge bottles.
Nowlerstion 308, Toleration, which has been fo beneficial to Holland,

* 4% s unknown at the Cape and at Batavia. In 1772, even a
Lutheran clergyman was not tolerated at the Cape; but the
chaplains of Danifh and Swedith fhips, now and then offici-

* T wonder that the Slave-mongers, in their diftrefs for pretexts to juftify their
trafhe, have never mentioned the Dutch Soul.-mongers, whofe practice would have
afforded them this notable argument,—The Soul.mongers kidnap men in Holland ;
ergo the flave-mongers may lawfully fteal or carry off men, women and children in
Alnica, and murder them, if they refit.  But this argument will fcarcely fatisfy
thofe who reafon on different principles, and who wili never be convinced, that
many thoufands ought to be affually murdered in Africa, becaufe lome hundreds are

wrtually murdered by the Dutch Zeclverkoopers, See § 10,

ated |
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ated there. Asin moft other European colonies, no attention © HxA P,

whatever 1s paid to the religion of the flaves. A few of o

them, however, who are believers in Mahomet, meet week- ©ff, S™°
ly, in the houfe of a free Mahometan, and read or chaunt
fome prayers and chapters of the koran,

909.The governor depends immediately on the Eaft In. Govemment

d revenue,
dia company, and prefides over a council compofed of the fetched by

fecond, or deputy governor, the fifcal, the major, the fecret- "
ary, the treafurer, the comptrollers of provifions, and li-
quors, and the book-keeper; each of whom has the charge
of a branch of the company’s commerce. This council
manages the whole civil and military departments, The
deputy governor prefides over the court of juftice, which
confifts of fome of the members of the council. But no
two relations can vote in either. The governor has a fixed
falary, houfe and furniture, a garden and a table. He re-
ceives, befides, 10 dollars for every leagre (108 gallons) of
wine, exported to Batavia. The company gives 40 dollars
for each leagre, of which the farmer receives but 24. Of
the remainder, the governor 1s paid two-thirds, faid to be
worth 4000 dollars annually, and the other third goes to the
deputy, who direts the company’s whole commerce here.—
The fifcal is at the head of the police, and fees the penal
laws executed. He 1s alfo appointed by the mother coun-
try, to whom alone he is accountable, as a check on the
company’s officers. The major commands the garrifon.—
The defignations of the other officers are defcriptive of

their departmients. |
310, The above is the fubftance of the account of the go- 2nd otberas.

vernment of the Cape, given by Forfter, whole work was thoe
publifhed in 1777. But it would appear that fome change in it

has ﬁnce taken place; for the author of Das Merkwurdigite,
printed
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¢ H AT printed in 1787, kays the governmart of the Cape idivided
u.;,...; mto the gight falulmm’g departments--1f}, The Great Coun-
€.or Goom el for the company's political and commercial bufinefs. It
alfo. fometimes reprefents the States Genmeral, and corre-
{ponds, at all times, with Holland and Batavia.—ez. The
Great College of Jullice, a deputation of No. 1. and the
three burgomafiers of she Cape town. This court » inde-
pendent 6h.the company ; but, from 1t an appeal hes to the
fimilar fuperior courts in Batavia and Holland.—3. The
leffer College of Juflice, alfo a depuatation of No. 1. for decid-
g (maller matters.—4. The Matnmomal Coust, whick takes
care that regular marriages are oblerved:~5. The Charty
Coltege, which has the charge of orphans, and the: females
cannot marry, without their confent.—6, The Church Col-
lege, whrch regulates the concerns of external worthip.—7.
The Civil €ourt.—Every colony at the Cape has it's own:
Burgher Council, chofen from among the moft refpetable
citizens, and changed every fecond year. This council de-
cides fmal} matters between man and man; and, upon the
whole, is reprefented as fomewhat frmlar to. the corpora-
tions in England.—8. The Military College, which con-
duéts all military affairs, includmg the militia~Of the re-
venue and expenditure of the Dutch at the Cape, Menzell
gives the following flatement :

Guilders
A tax on produce, yielding, communibus annis,..oeeeeivoseca. 206,617
Dauties on imports from Holland and Batavia. ...,..c....c...... 266,500,
25 per cent. on all cafh fent to the Cape from Europe............ 541520

467,637
Annual expenditure, civil and military, is eflimatedat, ... ..... 761,950
Clear annual reveoue of the COMPANY:aaseaesevracenvnons ) 106,307:

But
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But Kolben ftates the clear annual revenue, which the € HXA P,

Dutch Eaft Indra company derives from the Cape, atabove ,
300,000 guilders, annually. He appears, bowever, to in- “ 5 >

clude the profits ot that part of their Eaft Indian trade, o
which is conneéted with the Cape,
a11, There are¢ 760 regular troops ini this colony, clud- Military and
ing the garrifon, of 400. The fencible white men form a popelation
militia of between 4 and 5000, of whom 2 great number may
be affembled in a few hours, by fignals of alarm. Hence
we may eftimate the whites of all ages and both fexes, at
between 16 and 20,000, But a part of the colonifts are fo
very far {cattered, as to be able to afford httle protection to
one another, and to the commumty. There are in the colo-
ny five ar more flaves to one white man, Thefe flaves are
chiefly from Madagafcar, with a mixture of Malays, Bengalefe
and fome negroes.—The greater part of the colonifts arc
Germans, with fome French proteftants and Dutch. They
are induftrious, hofpitable and foctable; but fonder of good
living, than of acquiring knowledge, for which they may
plead the plenty of good cheer, and the extreme learcity of
good {chools, Such colonifts as can afford the expenle, ge-
nerally fend their fons to Holland for mprovement; but
the education of their females is too much negledted.

AUSTRIAN.

312. The Bay of Delagoa, on the eaft of Adrica (lat. about ;.-
26° §.) was difcovered in 1545, by Laurenco Manguez, a ™™
Portuguefe. In this bay his nation afterwards ddimed a ponypuere
fertlement, on the river Manyeef, then the .ofily one in fetle there
Delagoa, navigalile for large fhips. They buikt :a fort of
which the veftiges flill remain; but abandoned 1t, on the

Manyeefla becoming unnavigable by an accumulation of
fand
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fand: and their colony of Mozambique having then ac-
quired: ftrength, they did not find it worth while to renew
their fettlement in Delagoa Bay.

913, The waters of the Mafodmo, in the fame bay, having,
in time, opened a channel of four fathoms over the bar, the
Dutch formed a fettlement there, which they held till 1727,
when a ftrong fquadron of Englifh pirates, who had their
rendezvous at Madagalcar, after plundering the Dutch
warchoufes, razed them and the fort to the ground®.

g14. Such was then the increafing profperity of their co-
lony at the Cape of Good Hope, and 1ts dependencies, that
the Dutch gave up all thoughts of re-eftablithing that ot
Delagoa ; fo that, from that day to this, a large and fine
country, on the eafl of Africa, from Cabo das Correntes to
the moft eaftern dependencies of the Cape colony, and on
the weft, a much larger trat, from Saldanha bay to Ben-
guela, have been unoccupied by the Europeans, and aban-
doned to the peaceable and rightful pofleflion of the un-
chriftianized Africans,

315 In the {pring of 1777, however, an eftablifhment
was made on the river Mafoomo, on behalf of Her late Im-
perial Majefty, the Emprefs Queen, Maria Therefa, The
circumftances and fate of this colony, as far as I have been
able to collet them, were as follow:—With a view to re-
cover the trade of the Eaft, to the Auftrian dominions in
Flanders, Tufcany and the Adriatic gulph, which had been
loft on the abolition of the Oftend Eaft India company, in
1727, Her Imperial Majelty granted a charter, n 1775, to
William Bolts, Efg. a gentleman who had been formerly
employed in Bengal, by the Englifh Eaft India company,

* See an account of this fettlement and its deftruftion, in the Dutch Reilen na
Indien I, de Buckoi, ard the Englith Hiftory of the Pirates, _
mn
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in whole fervice he hdd been extremely il treated®. His C H A P.

charter coatamed many advantageous Ripulations in his i

favour, with full powers from the Emprefs Queen for mak- >******
ing commercial and colontal arrangements, with the chiefs

of Africa and Afra. He, at the fame time, received a com-

miffion as Lieut. Colonel.

916. Having formed a conneltion with fome gentlemen in The Colonet
Antwerp, recommended to him by the Imperial minifters, {:‘;:65 P
Colonel Bolts finally failed in Sep. 1776, from Leghorn,
in a large fhip, richly laden and well armed, with fome
[oldiers to preferve fubordination among a numerous body

of people, from almoft alt the countries bordering on the
Mediterrancan. Before the fhip failed, the mean oppofi-

tion of commercral bodies had fhown ntfelf. It was again is oppore
manifefted at Madeira, and in fhort, the Colonel was fol- Lo
lowed to India by fuch orders from the Englith Eaft India
company to their prefidencies, and from thefe to the Na-
bobs, under whofe names they alt when convenient, as

were contrary to the rules of friendfhip between civilized
nations, and even to common humanity.

317. As it would have been extremely imprudent to rely
on the accidental good reception of any nation auated by
that peft of focicty, the jealoufy of commerce, Colonel
Bolts, inftead. of touching at the. Cape of Good Hope, re-
folved to puth on to: Delagoa Bay+t. Having arrived there, yice
the fecurity for {hipping in the river Mafodmo, the re. Debpebis
fources he faw i the country, and the facihty of treating
with the chiefs, through a Mahommedan from Bengal, whom
he found fettled there, convinced him that it was a proper
place for forming an eftablithment, After a fhort refidence;

* S¢e his Conliderations on India Affaies, g vols, gto.n 1779, + See'§ aqy,
Cc with
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CHAP, with the help of prefents, and the influence he acquired by

«—~ performing fome ordinary operations with an elettrical ma-

Deracor: chine, the Colonel was fo fortunate as togain the friendthip
of Capell and Matola, the chiefs of the oppofite fides of the
river, though declared enemies to each other.

buyslndof 818, Thelfe chiefs pofleffed the country all round, could

two chiefs ; .
each raife 15,000 men, acknowledged no dependence on
any European nation, and had no intercourlc even with the
Dutch and Portuguefe, their neareft neighbours, Colonel
Bolts, therefore, 1n the name of her Imperial Majetty, pur-

chaled from them a part of their refpective territories on
cach fide the Mafoomo, and commanding it’s entrance. The
goods agreed for were delivered, and the Imperial flag
hoifted, in prefence of a great concourfe of people, includ-
ing the crews of two Britith (hips from Bombay, trading for
tvory and commanded by Captains M‘Kenny and Cahill,
bailds tem- 919. The fhip remained 1n the river four months, dur-
Do & ng which temporary houfes and a brick warehoule were
ereted ; when Colonel Bolts, thinking his prefence might,
for fome time, be difpenfed with,refolved to make a voyage
in the fhip, to the coaftof Malabar, which appeared,on {everal
accounts, advifeable and even neceflary. By the good will
of Capt. M'’Kenny, a retreat on board his fhip was pro-
vided, in cafe of neceflity, for the refident, Mr. A, D. Pollet,
who was to remain, 1n charge of the infant fettlement,
:t‘;éi:ga 920. The Colonel, having arrived on the Malabar coaft,
' bought and fitted out three veflels, with cargoes proper
for the trade, as well as the neceflities of the infant
fettlement. One of them remained in the river Mafoomo,
as a floating battery, while the others were conflantly
carrying wvory to Cambay, and returning to Delagoa, with
articles fuited to the African barter—-By artificers fent

from
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'from Surat, the houfes and warehoufes were rendered more © HxA P.
-commodious and folid, and 4 12 gun battery was erefted

on the fouth fide of the Mafoémo. From Surat, the Colonel D*t*ee*
allo fent a Mullah, or Mahommedan prieft, with his family, fendsa s,

in order to convert to his religion, thofe Africans who were \a=e

1 flionary te
attached to, or connected with, the colony, and whofe num. totecolony.
bers conftantly increafed. For, fecing that, from their pre-

deliction for polygamy, chriftianity was not likely to be
agreeable to them, he judged (in conformity with the
commercial principles on which it was his bufinefs to att)

that for the purpofes of citlizing, and then governing a

rude people, any religion is better than none. Befides,

their intercourfe with the black Mahommedan crews of

the veflels coming regularly from India, feemed to facilitate

and encourage the attempt, by giving to precept the advan-

tage of example.

921. The natives of this part of Africa are well made, Natives in-
lively, ative, intelligent, and imitative. Happily they gen
did not then allow the {lave-trade, and Colonel Bolts hopes,
this barbarous cuftom has not yet vitiated them. Elephants’
teeth were then their only important commodities ; but
cowries and fea-horfc teeth were alfo occafionally exported.

The Colonel, however, among other important objetts,

had in view the cultivation of cotton and fugar-canes, Wi cotton
which are indigenous there, and grow luxuriantly all about T;ﬂéﬁ;d.
the country. In time too, he hoped to open a trade in ™ &
gold duft, with the independent inland chiefs, by the river
Mafo6mo, and particularly with a kingdom called Quit:ze,

which, though faid to abound in gold, has hitherto been
unexplored by the Europeans. Rice and other vegetables

grow luxuriantly; though the natives feldom cultivate

more than they think they want. By inflructing and en-

Cce couraging
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€1 AT coupaging them to praiile agricultuse, all the tropical, aud

e many other produtions, might in time have rendered De-

Diyagoa.

The colony
thrives,

But, Prince

Kaunmitz dif-

avowing it,
the Portu.
guefe break

It up,

Col. Bolts

the reftorer
of the Aul-

trian Eaft In-

dia trade,

Claims of
Spain and

Portugal ri-

diculous.

lagoa almalt as commodious a place of refrelbment as thc
Cape, and, in fome cales, preferable. ;

goe. But the Imperialifts remained only three years in
polleflion of this premifing colony. Colonel Bolts, after
fucceeding in every part of his miflion, returned to Eyrope,
where he found that the Emprels Queen had died three
months before his arrival ; and, with her, vanifhed all his
hopes of fupport or juftice. Prince Kaunitz, the minifter,
on a protelt from the court of Lifbon, had difavowed the
fettlement; and, in conlequence, a thip of war, with 300
troops and two feld-pieces, was fent from Goa to Delagoa,
where the Impenialifts were treated in the fame manner
as we have feen the Dutch were, by the pirates, in 1727,
therr fhips, effects, and men having been feized and car-
ried off,

329. Thus were the extenfive views of this able, enter-
terprifing and public fpirited man, fruftrated, by the very
court, for whom he atted, while he had the full powers of
the Emprefs Queen in his pocket ; and, at the hazard of his
own hite and fortune, was bona fide labouring to promote
the Auftrian Ealt India trade—a trade which his indefati-
gable and well direted exertions had fo compleatly re-el-
tablithed, that we have fince feen eight and twenty India
fhips allembled at Oftend, exclufive of thofe at Leghorn
and Triefte.

324. The caufe of Prince Kaunitz's difavowal of this co-
lony, never tranfpired. But all Europe is acquainted with
the claims advanced by the courts of Portugal and Spain,
on fimilar occafions. The argument of the foriner is fhort

and fimple~* The natives of the country are infidels:
a fubject
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a fubjefh of the crown of Portugal was tht firk chriflién © A 2
~ whe fet foot i that cobntry : eaco that Cointry belongs weampm
tothe chrifian crown of Portugal” The logic of the cougt D%
of Spain, it the affair of Nootka Sound, was equally laconit
and conclufive.— Some Spaniards are fettled at California,
and on the neighbouring parts of America: zreo the
whole northweft coaft of America belongs to Spain.” Our
potent cafuills never once hint at the original inhabitants.

Thefe are favages and infidels, whofe claims merit no atten-

tion from chryffrans, :

. 325 But the Spamiards. and Portuguele are not the only Flagrant »-
Europeans who have hitherto difregarded fuch primitive "<&
pretenfions, as will appear from the following particulars, pied.
which very ftrongly exemplify the abufe of commerce, one

materigl part of my fubje. In the year 1673, Charles I1.

was gracidufly pleafed to give and grant, unto the Royal

African Company of England, “ all and fingular the lands,

countries, havens, roads, rivers and other places in Africa,
from Sallee, in South Barbary, to the Cape of Good Hope,
for and during the term of one thoufand years; with the
fole, entire and only trade and traffic” (N. B. in she perfons
of the inhabitants) * into and from the faid countries and
places.” May it not be doubted, whether Swift himfelf,
that great mafler of irony, ever penned any thing fo con-
fummately ridiculous, to fay nothing of it'sotker qualities P
But Charles gave and granted to himfelf a participation of the

above extraordinary privileges; for he and his brother, af.
terwards James I1. were fublf¢ribers to this fame company,

and were both largely concerned in the flave-trade. Some
other monarchs, however, were far from favouring that traf-
fic; for Louis X1, of France, and the renowned Elizabeth of
England, made no fecret of their utter abharvence of -the

flave.
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flave-trade. But this was not Charles’s only trade; for Sir.
T. Modiford, then Governor of Jamaica, having, by his
{ole authority, declared war againft the Spaniards, his maf-
ter not only approved of thefe predatory hoftilities; but,

1n 1668, fent the governor an inftrullion, empowering him

to nominate partners, to participate with His Majefty in the
captures, “they finding viCtuals, wear and tear,” Charles

was feveral years altually engaged in this privateering, or

rather bucancering, trade*.—He and hisimmediate {ucceflor
appear, indeed, to have been par nobile fratrum, and to have
left the Britith nation {ufficient reafon to remember them,
and the day when an over-ruling Providence was pleafed to
remove their family from the throne, and to blefs the nation
with a conftitution which has had confiderable influence on
the arbitrary governments of Europe, and the radical prin-
ciples of which, it is to be hoped, they will all gradually
adopt, as far as their various circumftances will permit.

*

926. The late Gultavus IIL of Sweden, who appeared to
favour commerce more than agriculture, having heard of
the abilities of Colonel Bolts, in colonial affairs, and his great
knowledge of mercantile geography, prevailed on him
(through his Ambaffador at Paris, Baron Stael von Holftein)
to go to Sweden, in order to confult with him about efla.
blifhing a fettlement for the convenience of the Swedifh
Eaft Indian fhips. But, when the Colonel arrived at Stock-
holm, he found the King fo deeply involved in the late un-
fortunate war with Ruffia, that he could attend to no other

* See Polllethwayt’s Diét, Art. Eng. Afr, Co.—Long's Hift. of Jamaica, Vol.
L. p. 626, compared with Vol. I, p. 140.—Edwards’s Ditto Vol. II. p, 35, 36.—

Hill's Nav, Hilt.—Labat Nouv. Relat, de I'Afrique,
buf1-
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bufinefs. After along and fruitlefs attendance, the Colonel C B A ».
returned to Paris, having received, by His Majefty’s order, g__.,.._;x'
about {500 fier. a fum which, though perhaps as much ag Drtaces
an almoft exhaufted treafury could well afford, was, how-
ever, very inadequate to the expenfe he incurred in colleét-
ing materials, not to mention the time and labour which the
formation of eftimates, and the arrangement of an extenfive

{cheme, muft have coft him. But though this plan be inti-
mately connefted with my fubjet, and may one day be car-
ried into execution, I do not think myfelf at liberty to de-

il it's particulars, without the Colonel’s exprefs-concur-
rence. | |

NEW PLAN
FOR o
"EXPLORING AFRICA

927. 1 have juft been informed that the gentlemen of the
African affociation of London, perfevering intheir defign of
exploring the interior parts of that continent, which refleéts
fo much honour on this age and nation, have equipped two
vellels, for a new expedition, which now wait for convoy;
and that they are to be generoufly aflifted, by the Britith
government, with the fum of {6000 fterling. . The perions
appointed to carry this plan into execution, are a Mr. Park;
who1s a good natural hiftorian, and a Mr. Willis, on whom
His Majefty, on this occafion, has been pleafed to confer the
rank of conful. Both the gentlemen have the charalter of
being uncommonly well qualified for fuch an undertaking ;
" and they are to be attended by a captain, 60 foldiers, and
proper afliftants, of every defcription. Taking for granted,

that
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that Goree has been abandoned. by the French, they are firft
to proceed thither, where they will find a town ready built,
and fitted for every purpofe of health and accomodation, in
a hot climfte. From this firft: flation, I underfland, they
prapefe to fai for Fatatenda, orx the River Gambia, beyond
which: veflgls of amy confiderable burden cannot conveni.
ently proceed. From Fatatenda, 1t is faid, Mr. Park takes
his departire for Bambouk, whence he is td convey back
intelligence of his arrival to Mr, Willis, who will then fol-
low hum thuther. Both gentlemen having arrived at Bam.
bouk, Mr. Willis will rémain there, to. prefesve a communi.
cation with the fhips, while Mr, Park will endeavour to
penetrate to the River Niger, or to the city of Tombuctoo.
I have been told farther, that the chiefs of the country are
to be engaged to affift in the undertakirtg ; but, with a pre-
caution which, I believe, has never before been taken: they
are to receive na previous doyceurs, and no rewards what-
ever, till they [hall produce certificates, or other proofs, that
they have altuelly performed their engagements; and then
they will be paid the rewards ftipulated, on board the vefr
fels, ar at the places where the goods are fecured.—If this
be the plan, and I have reafon to believe that the above are
the principal heads of it, Emuft fay that it appears to me, to
be better laid, and confequently, to be more likely. to fuc-
ceed, than any one of the kind that has yet come wxﬂm
my knowledge.

- END OF THE FIRST PART.



ADVERTISEMENT,

IT would give the author great pain, if in delivering his free, but
confcientious, opinions on fubjells fo very interefting to humanity,
tis language thould uniortunately be mifunderfood; efpecially /o mif-
underftood, as to {uggeft the repetition of Colonial attempts, on prin-
ciples, merely pecuniary, mercantile, ‘or, in Thort, mercenery, His
meaning is to reprobate fuch principles. The tmpolicy and the inhu-
manity of alting, exciufvely, on.them, in colonial undertakings, he
hinted at, in his pamphlet publithed in 1789, and has endeavoured to
fhow, more at length, throughout the prefent wark., The period indeed
feems falt approaching, if it has not yet arrived, when etfer principles
will be acknowledged and atted upon ; when perlons of property, dif-
carding all falfe commercial maxims, and ddopting thofe 6fbenevolence,
which is but another word for true policy, will fuccefsfully labour to
rcconcile felf intereft with the interefts of mankind,

The author would refpetfully intimate, that, from the late com-
mencement of the work, and the fardy and fparing communication of
materials which he reafonably expetted from perfons, who once ap-
peared to favour his undertaking, he, at lalt, found himfelf very much
hurried, and circumfcribed in point of time. Thefe circumftances,
which he could not control, have embarraffed him much; and, it is
hoped, will fufficiently account for the delay of the publication, be-
yond the time he propofed; as well as for fuch inaccuracies as, he fears,
may have efcaped him. ]t is hoped, that the candid reader will cafily
perceive, that his fincere intention, throughout, is to improve, not to
offend.—~DeLEcTaNDO, pariter gue monends, will be allowed to be a

more proper motto for a literary effay, than for one intended to pro-
mote arduous undertakings.

Perhaps the reader will not be difpleafed, at finding the fubje&
much more fully treated, than was promifed in the propofals; nor
at the interfperfion of many particulars, perhaps more intereling
than known, in addition to fuch remarks as arofe from the author’s

Dd oWR
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own travelling experience.  On the extenfion of the plan, a change
of the title became neceflary: hence the prefent one (“ An Effay on
Colonization,” &c) has been fubftituted for that which was announced
in the propofals. The enlargement of the work, alfo gave rfe to it’s
divifion into two parts, correfponding to the important diftin&ion be-
tween the Colonies already cftablifhed, or attempted, in Africa and it’s
iflands, on the principles of commerce—and thofe now forming there
(by the Britifh and the Danes) on the principles of Aumanity. (Sec the

Contents).

To-the whole, will be fubjoined an appendix, confifting of papers
and documents, illuftrative of the work; allo a nautical map, and
fome other engravings, one of which will include a likencfs of a gen-
tleman whofe modelt and unaftetted, but ardent, unwearied, and truly
Chriftian benehcence has long been (and long may it be!) an orna-

ment to the Britifh nation, and to human nature 1tlelf

*«* A table of errare, &c, will be given in the fecond part.
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