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This paper will explore the impact of military service on the lives of British veterans
who stayed behind at Waterloo. The involvement of veterans was a key component in the
creation and success of Waterloo’s local tourism industry in the nineteenth century. British
visitors began to arrive in Belgium within a few weeks of the battle, and tourist narratives
describe interactions with British soldiers who remained in the area in order to capitalise on
their wartime experiences. This initial flurry of visitors encouraged more people to travel to
Waterloo, establishing a tourist site that still flourishes today.
A visitor in the early nineteenth century would take a guided tour of the battlefield,
purchase relics, and view monuments to the combatants. The most popular guides of the field
were veterans of the battle as they could enhance their tours with personal recollections from
the day. Visitors would cross the field, following each stage of the battle, and stop at
locations significant to the action. These included Wellington’s tree, which indicated the
Duke’s battle position, the shrine to Lord Uxbridge’s leg, amputated after the battle, and the
buildings of La Belle Alliance and the Château d’Hougoumont, where relic sellers gathered
to tempt tourists.
I will consider one particular military family in order to illustrate how British veterans
of the Battle of Waterloo established themselves in the area in order to participate in the local
industry of battlefield tourism. Sergeant Cotton and Sergeant Munday were brothers-in-law.
Cotton published an account of his service at Waterloo and acted as a guide of the field.
Sergeant Munday was a guide as well as the proprietor of a hotel where he catered to British
and American visitors. Finally, Munday’s daughter ran a museum of relics in Mont St. Jean,
which her father included in his tour.
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