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Questions to be addressed: 

- Should design history aspire to adopt a perspective based on broad ‘meta-narratives’? Should we instead aim toward a more dynamic paradigm of the local? Or should we restrain ourselves to analysis of cultural movement per se? 

- How might global design history reframe our understandings of design as a form of individual or group agency? 

- How (and should) design history engage with the theoretical and methodological apparatus provided by the rising field of “global history” proper? How might we make use of concepts already being developed by global historians, such as divergence/convergence; core/periphery; contact; transmission; borders; efflorescence; contamination; cosmopolitanism; hybridism; etc.? 

- How can the traditional “micro” approaches favoured by design historians and the “macro” approach employed by global historians profit from one another? 

- How might a more global understanding of design history help the discipline reach new audiences? 

