Monash-Warwick – Global History Teaching
Unit 2 – Global Trade
Week 2. Maritime Trade in Eurasia and Beyond
Introduction: three assumptions
- from land to seas and oceans

- from a polycentric to a mono-centric world

- from a Eurasian to a global system

1. The World System in the 13th century

- A 13th-century World System

- Janet Abu-Lughod, Before European hegemony: the world system A.D. 1250-1350 (1989).

- Characteristics


- commodities (produce and products) exchanged over long distances


- an ‘archipelago of cities’


- confined in terms of people and quantities involved


- but not smaller than the early modern world system

- Sub-systems


- The Indian Ocean and Chinese Sea


- The Asian and Middle East circuits

- Europe

- Features


- strategic world areas


- both land and sea based

2. Land Routes

- The Silk Road


- mutable connections


- non economic/commercial


- composed by segments


- declined after the 13th century


- not just a land route
- Trans-Saharan Trade

- connecting the Maghreb and the Hausa, Yuruba, Asanti Empires and the Kingdom of Senegambia

- trade in spices, gold and slaves for manufactured goods (textiles and leather)

- The ‘Coin Road’


- 7th-8th century connecting Iraq and Persia with Russia


- trade of furs, slaves, copper for money

3. Seas and Oceans: The European Expansion?
- From land to Seas

- how to avoid the Ottoman Empire
- Key features of the ‘European Exploration’


- knowledge of the world


- forward looking rulers


- nautical technologies

- From Exploration, to Expansion to Triumph?

- economic success

- political power

- cultural superiority

- Relativising the European Expansion


- Zheng He voyages (1405-1433)


- did he reach America? Gavin Menzies’s 1421
4. Integrating the Atlantic: The Columbian Exchange and Trade
- Alfred Crosby and the Columbian Exchange

- The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492 (1972). 

- Ecological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of Europe (1986).

- Germs, Seeds, and Animals: Studies in Ecological History (1994).

- The Atlantic and Methodological Development

1. Slave trade and slavery

2. The Atlantic as an area. 

3. Comparative (Indian and the Atlantic Oceans)
5. The Indian Ocean Revisited

- van Leur’s ‘Deck’


- we should stop considering Asia as ‘from the deck of a ship’.

- the research in the 1960s by Charles Boxer, Holden Furben and tapan Raychaudhuri

- K.N. Chaudhuri


- Braudellian framework


- research on companies


- trade as a channel of communication of ideas, cultures,  

   technologies…

- The Structure of trade in the Indian Ocean


- Malacca

- Burma


- Sri Lanka


- Red Sea

- Trade and the Object

- the case of cotton textiles by Ruth Barnes, Ashmolean Museum.

6. Revising our Assumptions


- from land to seas and oceans

- from a polycentric to a mono-centric world


- cores and peripheries (Wallerstein’s World Systems)


- the importance of the core (Gunder Frank’s Reorient)

- from a Eurasian to a global system
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