Making of the Modern World
Module Tutor: Roberta Bivins
Week 10

SEMINAR QUESTIONS (from your online handbook) and conversation starters
· Was twentieth-century fascism a reactionary or a modernising force? What was its relationship to liberalism and socialism?
· How far were fascist movements in power prepared to compromise with the existing state order and the capitalist economy?
· Was the charismatic leadership of Mussolini and Hitler equal to the strains of total war? (Consider in relation to the propaganda image of the leaders.)
Exploring the readings
· R. Williams, Keywords, 'democracy'
Are there still two modern meanings of democracy? If so, what are they and how do they each differ from the original meaning(s) of the term? Think about the ‘fall of communism’ and its impact on understandings of ‘democracy’.
· R. Bosworth, ‘Italian Fascism[image: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/static_war/images/shim.gif]’ in R. Bosworth, The Italian Dictatorship (1998), ch. 9
Did Italian Fascism matter (or was it just ‘dictatorship lite’)? How did Marxists understand Fascism? What is the ‘model of totalitarianism’’?
· I. Kershaw, ‘The Essence of Nazism’ [image: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/static_war/images/shim.gif]in I. Kershaw, The Nazi Dictatorship (1985, latest), ch. 2
To what extent was Nazism specifically German (rooted in German history, culture, social/political structures) and to what extent was it a form of fascism or generically ‘totalitarian’?
Compare the ‘Cominterm’ and ‘Bonapartist’ approaches to understanding fascism.
How do Marist and non-Marxists interpretations of fascism differ?
· B. Mussolini, 'Doctrine of Fascism' in Fascism: Doctrine and Institutions, Intro. AND A. Hitler, 'Weltanschauung and Party', Mein Kampf, vol. 2, ch. 1 How do the two primary source tracts present their respective political philosophies? Are they writing to the same audiences? What values are extolled by each document, and why might they have been appealing, contextually? Are these models of Enlightenment or of counter-Enlightenment approaches to the State, and the social contract? 
· Selections[image: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/static_war/images/shim.gif] from R. Griffin (ed.), Fascism (1995), pp. 116-28
Compare and contrast the representations of Nazism presented in these primary source extracts. What impact does context have?




Readings  for next week:
	Reading
	Student(s) responsible

	· R. Williams, Keywords (1988, latest): 'hegemony', 'imperialism', 'native', 'western'
	

	· L. Conklin, ‘Colonialism and human rights, a contradiction in terms? The case of France and West Africa, 1875-1914,[image: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/static_war/images/shim.gif]’ American Historical Review 103:1 (1998) 
	

	Stephen Howe, Empire: A very Short Introduction (2002), ch. 1
	

	· Roy Porter, ‘Seeing the past’[image: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/static_war/images/shim.gif], Past and Present 118:1 (February 1988), pp. 187-205.
	

	· Document Images from the MRC: Ideologies and States
	ALL STUDENTS should review these
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