Making of the Modern World

Module Tutor: Roberta Bivins

Week 11
SEMINAR QUESTIONS (from your online handbook) and conversation starters
Does French colonial activity in West Africa demonstrate the power of Enlightenment conceptions of universal ‘human nature’ or the force of post-Darwinian racial conceptions of human difference?

Exploring the readings

Raymond Williams, Keywords 

‘hegemony’: what has been/is the relationship between power and hegemony? What kinds of power confer hegemony?
‘imperialism’ (compare to Howe’s definition, pp.23-24, 30): how do its  economic and political interpretations differ?
‘native’: what is the relationship between ‘native’ and ‘natural’?
‘western’: is ‘western’ necessarily a comparative term or can it be an absolute?
A.L. Conklin, ‘Colonialism and human rights, a contradiction in terms? The case of France and West Africa, 1875-1914,’ American Historical Review, 103 (1998)
What is the ‘historical sin’ Conklin warns us against (p.421)?
‘Subjects’ vs ‘citizens’: what is the distinction?

Did the Enlightenment create the ‘Orient’ and ‘Darkest Africa’? If so, how?

Conklin argues that the civilizing mission was more than a rationalization. Do you agree?

“French universalism and racialism together underpinned colonial rule” (p.423): what does Conklin mean here?

What did the French see as particularly and distinctively French about France’s empire (compare to Britain)? What was ‘adapted’ for Africa?
Why did a French colonial official assert that ‘the moral right to use coercion’ was ‘the automatic corollary to the idea of colonization’ in 1933? P.440

Stephen Howe,


 Empire: A Very Short Introduction, ch. 1
How seriously should we take Howe’s claim that ‘empire’ is a nebulous term, as much a political slur as a historical descriptor? What, in your opinions, IS an empire? How would a late 19th c. British definition of ‘empire’ differ from a 19th c. US one, or a contemporary British one? From a contemporary Indian/Nigerian/Zimbabwean one?  What relationship does Howe detect between definitions of empire and the following: absolutism; religion; race; nationalism? 

Are empires principally POLITICAL/ECONOMIC, or CULTURAL phenomena?
Is empire (however we define it) a ‘Bad Thing’?

Direct vs indirect rule: what’s that all about?

‘Core’ vs ‘periphery’: a geographical distinction? A functional distinction?

Empire vs Commonwealth: MUST there be hierarchy and dominance/submission in an Empire? 
Howe’s examples: Algeria, Ireland
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	Image from collections of Anti-Slavery International organization (formed as the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society 17 April 1839). Portrait of two manacled men, members of a chain gang enslaved under King Leopold II's terror regime. This was a common punishment for non-payment of taxes. Congo Free State (Democratic Republic of Congo), circa 1904
	Labour Party policy document, 1933: “the immediate objectives of the Colonial policy of the Labour Party may be summed up in the two words - socialisation and self-government."
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	‘Tanganyikan students with microscopes’ 
Official publicity shot for the Tanganyikan government. A group of young men in uniform operate microscopes during a college science lesson. Tanganyika Territory (Tanzania), circa 1950.


Readings and questions for next week:
	Reading
	Student(s) responsible

	C. Townshend, 
The Oxford Illustrated History of Modern War
 (1997), ch. 1
	

	E.J. Hobsbawm, Age of Capital, 
‘Conflicts and War’ (pp. 82-102)
, Age of Empire, ‘From Peace to War’; Age of Extremes,  ‘Against the Common Enemy’, (pp. 142-77)
	

	H.T. and T.F. Cook, Japan at War: An Oral History (pp. 21-47, 121-45, 231-40, 441-462) [
pp. 127-134, 159-167, 231-240 digitised
]
	

	I. Beckett,  ‘
Total War’
, in C. Emsley (ed.) War, Peace and Social Change in Twentieth-Century Europe (1989)
	

	T. Harrisson 
Living through the Blitz
 (1976), pp. 132-141; 321-327
	


Try listening to a few oral histories online at the websites below:

http://sounds.bl.uk/Default.aspx
http://oralhistory.rutgers.edu/
http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/ROHO/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/snhtml/snhome.html
