Making of the Modern World

Module Tutor: Roberta Bivins

Week 12
SEMINAR QUESTIONS (from your online handbook) and conversation starters
· How and to what extent has modern technology altered the nature of war? 

· Can notions of morality control modern war? 

· Does war produce progress? 

· Is modern war “total war”? 

· How reliable are oral histories of war as an historical source? 
Exploring the readings
C. Townshend, The Oxford Illustrated History of Modern War
· What did the use of images add to this historical treatment of warfare and the experiences of war?
· What is the role of the French Revolution in this account of war?
E.J. Hobsbawm, Age of Capital, ‘Conflicts and War’ (pp. 82-102), Age of Empire, ‘From Peace to War’; Age of Extremes,  ‘Against the Common Enemy’, (pp. 142-77)
· Key question for me is what do these texts tell us about the foundations, the groundwork of 20th century war, and ideologies?
· Compare Hobsbawm’s account of the history of war with those of Townshend and Beckett. WHY and how are they different, and in what ways do they agree?
H.T. and T.F. Cook, Japan at War: An Oral History (pp. 21-47, 121-45, 231-40, 441-462) [pp. 127-134, 159-167, 231-240 digitised]
· What do each of the two authors bring to this work, given that it is on the surface simply a collection of oral accounts? Does who they are matter?
· COMPARE to Living Through the Blitz…

· How similar or dissimilar are the views of WWII presented in this text from those of either a) more conventionally SOURCED histories; and b) histories of the war from a western perspective, whether based on oral testimony or other sources? What are the strengths and weaknesses of oral testimony as exemplified here? Why do you think we have looked at these particular testimonies? 

· What is MISSING from these accounts?

I. Beckett,  ‘Total War’, in C. Emsley (ed.) War, Peace and Social Change in Twentieth-Century Europe (1989) 
Valuable summary of emergence of ‘total war’ as a historical fact and a historical concept. Extended discussion of features of total war, including impacts on the state and on individuals, economics of total war, and effects of total war on wartime and post-war societies.
· Who is Beckett? What does he bring to bear on the task of defining ‘total war’? 
· Can you get an accurate picture of whether war is ‘total war’ without observer accounts (and/or. oral history)?
· Is total war NEW? IF so, how so? If not, why do modern wars strike to many as distinctive and different from those that came before?
· IS total war about ‘all the people’ or ‘all the resources’?
T. Harrisson Living through the Blitz (1976), pp. 132-141; 321-327
· Data is drawn from Mass Observation research – in this case, essentially eavesdropping on -- and joining -- conversations in the pub, etc. A summary of thousands of documents – but also of Harrisson’s own experiences in Coventry. Harrisson trained as an ecologist before becoming involved with Mass Observation. What, from reading this, would be your guess as to his political leanings?
· COMPARE to Japan at War…

· How similar or dissimilar are the views of WWII presented in this text from those of more conventionally SOURCED histories? Can we gain from comparing this account to those written from a German or non-western perspective, whether based on oral testimony or other sources? Why/Why not? What are the strengths and weaknesses of Mass Observation and oral testimony as exemplified here? Any difference between this use of oral history, as filtered by MObservers, and that of Japan at War? More/less objective? 

· What is MISSING from these accounts? What ELSE does it reveal to us, other than the intended description of Blitzed Coventry?
Readings for next week:
	Reading
	Student(s) responsible
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