Making of the Modern World

Module Tutor: Roberta Bivins

Week 14
SEMINAR QUESTIONS and conversation starters
· Were Nietzsche and Freud children of the Enlightenment or its gravediggers? 

· What were the sources of the attack on the ‘scientific’ view of humanity and society? 

· Is it true that Nietzsche was the philosopher of fascism? 

· What impact did Freud’s findings on sexuality have on twentieth-century culture? Are we living in a ‘therapy culture’ now? 

· What are the main features for the historian to consider when 'reading' a work of art or literature? 

· Did modernist art embrace or react against modernity? 

· To what extent can modernism in the visual arts be seen as representing a new way of seeing the world?

Exercise: Find and bring to class an example of a) Nietzsche or Freud in contemporary culture [see handout for examples]; an image or lyric representative of ‘modernity’ in the 1920s/30s OR today [see handout for examples].
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, Time (13 January 2004)
	

	· J. Morris, 
'The Strange Death of Christian Britain: Another Look at the Secularisation Debate'
, The Historical Journal 46:4 (2003.
	


