Making of the Modern World
Module Tutor: Roberta Bivins
Week 15

SEMINAR QUESTIONS (from your online handbook) and conversation starters
· In what ways, and to what extent, has the modern world been ‘secularised’ since the Enlightenment ? 
· How can one explain the strength of religious fundamentalism in the modern world ? 
· In what ways, and how effectively, have the great religions adapted to liberal and pluralist societies? 
· To what extent do changes in the style of religious buildings and their locations reflect the changing role of religion?

Exploring the readings
Peter Berger, ‘Social Sources of Secularisation’, in J. Alexander and S. Seidman (eds.) Culture and Society: Contemporary Debates (1990), pp. 239-248
· Berger claims that secularism (and modernity?)  has moved outward from the economic sector (esp. in the form of  industrial capitalism), leaving politics and the family lagging behind: can you think of examples of this happening?
· Is ‘laissez-faire religion’  a necessary precept of or precondition for modern statehood? And is there a religious ‘marketplace’ – if so, how is religion successfully marketed here in the UK?

Walter (Wolfgang)  Schluchter, ‘The Future of Religion’, in J. Alexander and S. Seidman (eds.) Culture and Society: Contemporary Debates  (1990), pp. 249-261
· How do we balance the ‘charisma’ of the new secular social movements of the 60s and on, with the rise of fundamentalisms as  political and social movements? Are these two phenomena related?
· Has the ‘inner world’ replaced the ‘other world’ and economics and (identity) politics, religion

G. Marsden, ‘Fundamentalism as an American Phenomenon’, Church History (1977), pp. 215-232
· Do you think this article helps to explain why Americans elected a president opposed to ‘reality based decision-making’?
Key factors in emergence in US of fundamentalism:
· Persistence of Enlightenment law-bound ‘commonsense realism’ and fixed truths, and truncated Romantic era
· Supernaturalism 
· Unopposed revivalism and consequent anti-intellectualism
· Insulated and isolated intellectual communities, suddenly brought into contact 
· Dispensationalism (anti-developmental views of history)

Documents of the Second Vatican Council, Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World (extracts)
· From: ‘The Role of the Church in the Modern World’: ‘Modern man is on the road to a more thorough development of his own personality and to a growing discovery and vindication of his own rights.’ What role is claimed for god and the church in this?
· From ‘The circumstances of culture in the world today’: “Throughout the world, there is a mounting increase in the sense of autonomy as well as responsibility.’ Does the church see this as good or bad? What about the ‘certain exclusive emphasis on observable data’?
How did the Church position itself in relation to the changing society of the 1960s?

Richard Lacayo, ‘When Memory Fails’, Time, 13 January 2004
Compare and contrast the ‘mission’ and perspectives on historical events exemplified by the reconstructed Coventry Cathedral with those emblematic of proposed memorials on the World Trade Center site. 
Readings for next week:
	Reading
	Student(s) responsible

	Oral history transcripts from 20th century Britain
	

	Samuel Bamford, 'Passages in the Life of a Radical'
	

	Oxford Dictionary of National Biography See as examples the biographies of Samuel Bamford and Margaret Chappellsmith
	

	Eric Hobsbawm, Age of Empire, ch. 7, 'Who's Who or the Uncertainties of the Bourgeoisie', pp. 165-91; ch. 8, 'The New Woman', pp. 192-218
	

	Eric Hobsbawm, Age of Extremes, ch. 10, 'The Social revolution 1945-1990', pp. 287-319, The Social Revolution 1945-1990
	

	L. Jordanova, History in Practice, ch. 3, subsection: 'History and sociology', pp. 67-71
	



