Making of the Modern World

Module Tutor: Roberta Bivins

Week 17
SEMINAR QUESTIONS (from your online handbook) and conversation starters
· What is ‘Class’ – a structure, a feeling, an experience? 

· Is all history the history of class struggle? 

· Is gender or class a more effective category to analyze identity in nineteenth-century Europe? 

· Is it time to say farewell to the working class? 
Exploring the readings
Oral history transcripts from 20th century Britain
I’ve put a few samples, gathered from a quick google search on ‘Oral history Britain 20th century’, below. Students who choose this reading should also find their own, using the collections held at the Bishopsgate Institute, the British Library and elsewhere! Bring in your favourites and we’ll discuss them together.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/trail/htd_history/oral/act_growing_up_entry.shtml
'Growing up in Kent'

We moved out to Lordship Lane, and that was a flat downstairs, and that was just two bedrooms - no bathrooms, no inside toilets, nothing like that; it was just a tin bath in front of the fire.

The sister next to me, she was quite poorly, she was away a lot. And the youngest, the one born in 1944, towards the end of the war - she had asthma badly; and that was a nightmare time, and I can recall that dreadful winter - it must have been '46, '47 - very, very cold, no coal. 

Dad chopped up most of the furniture to keep the fires going, so that Pam could be kept virtually alive in a warm room.

Looking back now, I don't know how our parents coped. There was next to no food, next to no coal, yet somehow we kept warm.

We woke up - I mean, now, they wouldn't dream of waking up with frost on the windows - but then (laughs) we would literally have to scrape the frost off the windows and go and light a match under the bucket to get some water - it had just frozen solid overnight.

'Growing up in Gloucestershire'

We had a house full of servants in those days. My father had a chauffeur, and we had a butler, we had a nanny, but we were strictly brought up, and when we had been for a walk in the park, for instance, when we came into the hall, we were told we were not to speak until we got to the top floor.

We were never allowed to go up the staircase in the front, and if by any chance we met my father when we were coming in from our walk, we had to keep our hats on, and we had to keep our left hand glove on, take off our right hand glove, and shake hands if we were asked to do so.

http://www.20thcenturylondon.org.uk/server.php?change=ViewTranscription&contentType=conMediaFile&contentId=12477
Oral history - Rajonuddin Jalal

Description: 

Rajonuddin Jalal, a leader of the Bangladeshi Youth Movement (BYM) formed in the 1970s speaks to Jamil Iqbal and Charlie Sen of the Swadhinata Trust about the racism faced by the Bangladeshi Community in the 1970s and the Community's attempts to defend itself. 

I: Can you tell us, the affect of Altab Ali’s murder on the Bangladeshi community? 
RJ: In the past going back to the early 70s and so on people who came to this country were single men, or single men who brought their sons over to make a contribution to the industry here. They never thought that they were going to settle here. Even during the anti-racist struggle in 1978, there were many people who were saying, “Should we really be doing this, should we really be fighting against the National Front, because this is not our home”, and so the murder of Altab Ali, gave us a voice and also it gave us the confidence to claim Brick Lane or Tower Hamlets as our home. Because in the past people would have always thought about going back and not thinking of Tower Hamlets as our home. But the murder of Altab Ali changed that. When thousand of people came out on to the street, people recognised that our future was here. So that was a turning point for us, the whole community. And hence the slogans that I mentioned to you, it was a slogan from the young people, very young people aged 16 plus. ‘Here to stay, here to fight’. That was against the back ground, that the older people said “should we be doing that, this is not our home”. So that’s how I would analyse the significance of the murder of Altab Ali.
http://www.20thcenturylondon.org.uk/server.php?show=conObject.9412&search_word=oral+history&pp=10&current_browser_object=1
Oral History - C. Clauson (part 1)

Description: 

C. Clauson (b1891) was interviewed for an oral history by the historian Raphael Samuel in 1974. He spent his early years in Bow, and speaks here of German pork butchers in the late 19th and early 20th Centuries, as well as the strength of anti-German sentiment during the First World War.

I: Do you remember there being a German pork butcher? Was there a pork butcher that you… 

CC: Ooh yes. Yes. A couple of them down on bottom. 

I: Where were they? 

CC: Opposite the gas-works. 

I: What street was that? 

CC: I know… in St. Leonard’s… St. Leonard’s Street. 

I: Ah hah. 

CC: But they… they… the people never played the game with them because when the war broke out… when the ’14 war broke out… 

I: I know. 

CC: They ransacked the place. Well, down the bottom, old shops that used to be there. His son was standing there. He… he’d lost a leg. He… he was in the British Army. He was German – he joined up in the British Army and lost a leg. And he was standing there the day they wrecked his father’s shop. Threw all the furniture out. Took everything away. 

I: Do you remember the kind of things that you used to go to get from him when you were a little boy? To eat? <Pause> What sort of things would one buy to eat? 

CC: What? The butcher’s? 

I: Yes. 

CC: Ooh they used… they used to cook every day. Boiled… boiled pork, boiled… boiled beef, pease pudding, faggots, savaloys. 

I: How much would they cost? How much would it cost to get, say, pease pudding? 

CC: Ooh, you’d get… you’d get a… you’d get a plate… plate of… er… boiled pork, pease pudding, and a few potatoes, sixpence.

 I: Oh, but you wouldn’t have the money for that, would you? As a little boy. 

CC: No. No, not unless you’d been running errands and… 

I: Ah hah. 

CC: Got a few coppers. 

I: I see.

Samuel Bamford, 'Passages in the Life of a Radical' 

What do we know about how this text was created? 
“He gives us a graphic portraiture of a state of manners which has passed away”: Is this Bamford’s authentic narrative? 
And how should we assess it as a source and as a reflection of identity? 
Who was Bamford, and how (or with whom) did he ‘identify’ himself?
‘Everyone knows how the meeting [Peterloo] was broken up and at what cost of violence and bloodshed.’ What does it mean that this could be so simply assumed?
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Samuel Bamford and Margaret Chappellsmith)
How well does the DNB entry for Bamford mesh with his own account? Is the DNB useful for evaluating a primary source autobiography?
What kinds of souces were available for the DNB on Margaret Chappellsmith? Are there any differences between the style and content of her entry and Samuel Bamford’s?

Eric Hobsbawm, Age of Empire, ch. 7, 'Who's Who or the Uncertainties of the Bourgeoisie', pp. 165-91; ch. 8, 'The New Woman', pp. 192-218
Eric Hobsbawm, Age of Extremes, ch. 10, 'The Social revolution 1945-1990', pp. 287-319 The Social Revolution 1945-1990
How and when did we become ‘post-modern’, according to Hobsbawm? Does he argue that ‘post-modernism’ amounts to living in self-awareness that the world is in a constant state of change, ‘technological transformation, and cultural innovation’?
IS the peasantry really dead?

Hobsbawm places enormous importance on a set of interrelated trends: ‘the death of the peasantry’, the rise of the professional/mass education; youth (non-economic) dissatisfaction; declining class cohesiveness; mass migration; changes in the roles of women… How does he link all of these to questions of class?
L. Jordanova, History in Practice, ch. 3, subsection: 'History and sociology', pp. 67-71
How have historians used sociology over the course of the 20th century? Key concepts: ‘modernisation theory’; ‘economic determinism’; ‘eclecticism’; ‘reductionism’
Readings for next week:
	Reading
	Student(s) responsible

	Keith Schoppa, Revolution and Its Past: Identities and Change in Modern Chinese History, chs. 8-9
	

	Henrietta Harrison, The Making of the Republican Citizen: Political Symbols and Ceremonies in China (2000), ch. 2 (pp. 49-85)
	

	Read a sample of more than 2,000 interviews with former slaves (See online link!)
	ALL STUDENTS – bring in notes/print-out of your choice to share!

	John Blassingame, 'Using the testimony of ex-slaves: approaches and problems,' Journal of Southern History 41 (1975), pp. 373-392
	

	Donna J. Spindel, 'Assessing Memory: 20th century Slave Narratives Reconsidered,' Journal of Interdisciplinary History (1996), pp. 247-261
	

	· N. Hudson, ‘
“Nation” to “Race”: The Origins of Racial Classification in 18th Century Thought’
, Eighteenth-Century Studies (1996)
	

	· Lynn Hunt, ‘“
No longer an evenly flowing river”: Time, history, and the novel
’, pp. 1517-21. AND John Demos, ‘
In search of the reasons for historians to read novels…
’, pp. 1526-2. 
	

	Susan Glosser, '"The truths I have learned": nationalism, family reform, and male identity in China's New Culture Movement, 1915-1923', in Brownwell, Wasserstrom (ed.), 
Chinese femininities, Chinese masculinities

	

	· T. Holt, 
The Problem of Freedom: Race, Labor and Politics in Jamaica and Britain, 1832-1938
 (1992)
	

	C. Waters, ‘ ”Dark Strangers” in Our Midst: Discourses of Race and Nation in Britain 1947-1963’, Journal of British Studies, 36 (1997), 207-38
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