Making of the Modern World

Module Tutor: Roberta Bivins

Week 19
SEMINAR QUESTIONS and conversation starters
· How do you explain Hollywood’s dominance of the global film market since the First World War? 

· Did a global mass culture come into being in the last decades of the 20th century? 

· Did the mass media in the 20th century tend to promote democracy or dictatorship, or neither? 

Exploring the Readings:
IN GENERAL, across the readings: What is the difference between ‘folk culture’ and ‘mass culture’? Which historiographical approaches – e.g. via class, gender, race, economic/political history, etc offer you the most traction on these 2 (?) phenomena? 

Raymond Williams, Keywords 'culture', 'ethnic', 'folk', 'mass', 'peasant', 'popular'
· Does ‘culture’ still carry with it the implication of PROCESS and/or ACTIVE participatory development that it had in the 18th century? Which of the three broad meanings of culture is most used today?
· Does the word ‘ethnic’ still carry the pejorative connotation it had when it could be translated as ‘heathen’?
· How does Williams differentiate between ‘folk’ and ‘popular’ and do you accept this distinction? Which is given greater cultural standing/authority today? Are ‘peasant’ and ‘folk’ synonyms?
· ‘Mass’ is rooted in the idea of a homogenous, malleable substance: In terms of ‘mass media’ and ‘mass culture’, is that sense of malleability retained? Can ‘mass culture’ be ‘ethnic’ or ‘folk’ as well? What does that suggest?
· Why does ‘peasant’ have different meanings in developed and developing worlds? Do peasants have ‘culture’, or do they just ‘culture’?
· Things which are ‘popular’ were originally those which belonged properly to ‘the people’; then they became things/policies/individuals currying favour with ‘the people’. In which sense in ‘popular’ used most today? Can ‘popular culture today be said to belong to ‘the people’ or not? 
Hayden White, 'Historiography and Historiophoty,' American Historical Review (December 1988)
· Can, and should, images, sounds, and captured actions of the past be used, like text to create ‘facts’? Are historians prejudiced against ‘historiophoty’ (use the approaches we have seen and used in MMW as a basis for your answer)?
· What are the historiographical (or historiophotical) differences between film and photography? Is there a textual equivalent of these differences?

· What would an ‘adequate’ filmic depiction of history look like? What would it use to achieve its historical purpose and fully exploit its medium?
Anthony Smith (ed.), ‘Introduction’, pp. 1-6 & 'Epilogue,' pp. 264-7,
· If television is ‘normative’, what does that mean about the ‘popularity’ of ‘mass culture’? Can television remain ‘normative’ if it continues to become an ever more fragmented and niche-oriented medium? Could the internet ever be ‘normative’, and does it make a difference that the internet is a ‘transmitting’, -- or at least a ‘disseminating’ -- as well as a ‘receiving’ technology?
· What institutions and phenomena intersect at the ‘point of pressure’ (p.2) occupied by television?

· What are the characteristics of successful TV imports, and why?

Readings for next week:
	Reading
	Student(s) responsible

	Patrick Major and Rana Mitter, ‘East is East and West is West – Towards a Comparative Socio-cultural History of the Cold War’, in Mitter and Major (eds.), Across the Blocs: Cold War Cultural and Social History (2004), pp. 1-22
	

	John Lewis Gaddis, 


 and ‘The New Cold War History: First Impressions’, in Gaddis, We Now Know: Re-thinking Cold War History (1997), pp. 1-25 and 283-295‘Dividing the World’
	

	John Lewis Gaddis, ‘Epilogue: The View Back’, in Gaddis, The Cold War (2006), pp. 259-266
	

	Peter Hennessy, ‘Secrets and Mysteries: the Intelligence Picture’, in Hennessy, The Secret State: Whitehall and the Cold War (2002), pp. 1-43
	

	AND ALL must choose either one of the primary source readings below:

George Kennan, ‘The Long Telegram’, 22 February 1946
National Security Council, ‘NSC 68’, April 1950
Churchill, ‘Sinews of Peace’ (iron curtain speech), 5 March 1946 

'The Novikov Telegram', September 1946 (text) 
Zhdanov, ‘Founding of the Cominform’ (two camps speech), Sept. 1947 (text) 

Gorbachev’s speech at the U.N. December 1989.
	

	OR to explore and be prepared to described one of the internet resources below [links on MMW Handbook Week 19 page]:
Declassified Documents Referencing System
The National Security Online Archive: George Washington University
The CIA Online Archive
National Archive Online Exhibition: The Cold War
National Archives Online Exhibition: Secrets and Spies
The Secret State Exhibition
	


