Making of the Modern World

Module Tutor: Roberta Bivins

Week 20
SEMINAR QUESTIONS and conversation starters
· Why did the Cold War begin? 

· Who, if anyone, benefited from it?
· How deep were the effects of the social, cultural and political effects of the Cold War?
· Is there a link between the Cold War and globalization?
· Why did the Cold War come to an end?

Exploring the Readings:
Patrick Major and Rana Mitter, ‘East is East and West is West – Towards a Comparative Socio-cultural History of the Cold War’, in Mitter and Major (eds.), Across the Blocs: Cold War Cultural and Social History (2004), pp. 1-22
Why, do the authors argue, has the historiography of the Cold War ‘taken a cultural turn?’ Who do they (and the new Cold War history) seek to ‘rescue from the enormous condescension of posterity’?
Why the centrality of American perspectives – and how/why should that change?
Must we see the Cold War in everything that takes place from the end of WWII to the fall of the Berlin Wall?
John Lewis Gaddis, ‘Dividing the World’
Did the Cold War begin in the ‘vacuum of legitimacy’ that followed in the wake of WWI? Or would those opposing ideologies have generated a Cold War even without the effects of WWI and WWII?
Looking at the period and outcomes of the Cold War, is a reclusive US better or worse for geopolitics than a US which assumes its ‘world responsibilities’?

John Lewis Gaddis, ‘Epilogue: The View Back’, in Gaddis, The Cold War (2006), pp. 259-266

Peter Hennessy, ‘Secrets and Mysteries: the Intelligence Picture’, in Hennessy, The Secret State: Whitehall and the Cold War (2002), pp. 1-43

Primary Sources

George Kennan, ‘The Long Telegram’, 22 February 1946
National Security Council, ‘NSC 68’, April 1950
Churchill, ‘Sinews of Peace’ (iron curtain speech), 5 March 1946 
'The Novikov Telegram', September 1946 (text) 
Zhdanov, ‘Founding of the Cominform’ (two camps speech), Sept. 1947 (text) 
Gorbachev’s speech at the U.N. December 1989.

Internet Resources:
Declassified Documents Referencing System
The National Security Online Archive: George Washington University
The CIA Online Archive
National Archive Online Exhibition: The Cold War
National Archives Online Exhibition: Secrets and Spies
The Secret State Exhibition
Readings for next week:
	Reading
	Student(s) responsible

	Gerd-Rainer Horn, The Spirit of '68: Rebellion in Western Europe and North America, 1956-1976 (Oxford, 2007), Chapter 1: "Outcasts, Dropouts and Provocateurs: Nonconformists Prepare the Terrain", pp. 5-42; Chapter 5: "Participatory Democracy: The Meaning of '1968'," pp. 190-220
	 ALL

	BRING ONE contemporary song (lyrics or i-pod and speakers) which you feel represents the political zeitgeist of ‘youth’ today
	ALL
BY way of examples, past song choices have included Lily Allen ‘The Fear’; Green Day ‘American Idiot’; John Mayer, ‘Waiting on the world to change’.

	Uta Poiger, 
Jazz, Rock and Rebels: Cold War Politics and American Culture in a Divided Germany
 ( Berkeley, 2000)
	


