Making of the Modern World

Module Tutor: Roberta Bivins

Week 21
SEMINAR QUESTIONS and conversation starters
· What, if anything, changed in ‘the sixties’? 

· What did the New Left stand for (and against)? 

· What was the relationship between cultural revolt and political protest?

 Exploring the Readings:
Gerd-Rainer Horn ‘Outcasts, Drop-outs and Provocateurs’

What role did art play in creating the New Left? Why are the actions of artists of political and social significance (do they ‘punch above their weight’ politically speaking)?

What explains ‘the prominence of youth’ in the ‘radical decade’ post-1965? Did generational conflict come to over-shadow class? 
What sparked the international ‘youth-quake’? Was it ‘the society of the spectacle’?
Was consumerism the new ‘opiate of the masses’, and if so, how so?
Songs: How does your choice represent the political zeitgeist today? 

Readings for next week:
	Reading
	Student(s) responsible

	M. Jay, 
‘From Modernism to Post-Modernism’
, in T. Blanning (ed.), The Oxford Illustrated History of Modern Europe (1996), ch. 10, pp. 255-278
	

	M. Poster, 
‘Textual agents: History at "The End of History”’
, in M. Poster, Cultural History and Postmodernity (1997), pp. 38-71
	

	Dipesh Chakrabarty, ‘Postcoloniality and the Artifice of History: Who Speaks for “Indian” Pasts?’  in Dipesh Chakrabarty, 
Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial Thought and Historical Difference
, ch. 1
	


